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Are 
doing

bookkeeping
"chores”?

BECOME
an

ACCOUNTANT
you are doing the “ chore”  w o rk o f  account

ing as a bookkeeper, ledger clerk, cost clerk, 
billing clerk, o r in one o f the other m an y record 
keeping jobs—

Y o u  should consider climbing higher— becom
ing an accountant.

W h y  be satisfied all yo u r life w ith  a small 
salary and an ordinary jo b  when there is such a 
large future fo r the man o r w om an w ho under
stands accountancy in all its forms and phases?

O n e  big difference between you and the suc
cessful accountant is that he doesn’ t do the 
chores. H e  bosses those w ho do the drudgery and 
he gets the m oney and prestige. A n d  he does tha t 
because he knows the principles behind the rec
ords you keep— can plan those records and in
terpret them to management. H e  knows w hat 
you know— and a lo t more.

Th e re  are tw o w ays in which you can get this 
knowledge which will qu alify you for an account
a n t’ s position.

F irs t— the old w a y o f d a v-b y -d a y  experience 
on the jo b . T h is  is the long route—-taking m a n y, 
m any years, sometimes a lifetime. M o s t people 
taking this w a y never get anywhere. W h y  sacri
fice years o f success— lose time and money— when 
there is a better and easier way?

Second, the LaS a lle  w ay o f  learning in your 
spare time— studying and preparing for the step 
ahead. Y o u  learn b y  doing— you stu dy account
ing principles and solve accounting problems. 
Y o u  cover accountancy from  the basic principles 
right up through Accounting Systems and Income 
T a x  Procedure— C .P .A .  training i f  you so desire.

CLIMB , 
HIGHER/

As you go along you absorb the 
principles o f  a u d itin g , business 
law , statistical control, cost ac
counting, organization, manage
m ent and finance, etc.

T h is  w a y is n o t magic. I t  is n o t 
easy. I t  requires giving u p certain 
spare tim e to  serious s tu d y. H o w  
long will i t  take yo u  to  acquire '  

this accountancy training is strictly u p to yo u —  
you can go as fast or as slowly as you choose. 
B u t after you have gone part w a y (you  need n o t 
w ait u ntil you are clear through the training) you 
will find yourself stepping u p  to  better positions.

A n d  once you have mastered this fascinating 
profession— once you have become an accountant 
— then you will have the m oney and the standing 
to  make you r dreams come true. Y o u  will be a 
respected member o f  the best paying profession 
and equipped to  go o u t into public accounting o r 
to  climb to a  to p  management position.

O u r  free 48-page booklet, “ Accountancy, the 
Profession T h a t  P a y s ,”  tells you w hat you m ust 
know  to be an accountant and how you can pre
pare in yo u r leisure tim e a t moderate cost. T h e  
coupon below will bring this booklet qu ic kly 
w itho u t cost o r obligation. Y o u  already nave a 
start in this field; now find o u t how  you can 
go all the w a y . D o  it  today.

G .  I .  A P P R O V E D

LASALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY
A Correspondence Institution

Dept. 12329-H 417 5, Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Illinois
I 'd  like to  know more about your home study program to help 
me prepare for an accounting career. Please send me your free 
4S-page booklet, “ Accountancy, the Profession That Pays.'*

Name.........................................................................Age................

Present position........................ ................... ...................................

Address.................................... ................ .......................................

City fir* State.................... ................................................................
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send you Soldering Equipment and 
tadio Parta; snow you bow to do Radio 
jldering; how to mount and connect 
iadio parta: gire you practical eiperlence.

course I ahow you bow to 
LI. Teeter with parte I send, 
you fix neighborhood Radios 
TRA money in spare time.

You get parta to build Radio Circuits S 
then test them; see how they wori; learn 
how to design special circuits: how to 
locate and repair circuit defects.

You bullij 
which br 
tiona—ant
help you

parts to build this Vacuum Tube 
'ack; make changee which giro 
rience with packs of many kinds; 
correct power pack troubles.

Building this A. M. Signs! 
gives you more valuable op t 
provides amplitude-modulated 
many tests and experiments.

KNOW RADIO-40*
I WillTrain You at Home-SAMPLE LESSON FREE

Do you want a good-pay job  in the 
fast-growing Radio Industry— or your 
own Radio Shop? Mail the Coupon for 
a Sample Lesson and my 64-page book, 
"W in  Rich Rewards in Radio,”  both 
FREE. See how I  will train you at 
home— how you get practical Radio ex
perience building, testing Radio circuit* 
with 6 BIG KITS OF PARTS I send! 
Many Beginners Soon Make Extra 
Money in Spare Time While Learning

The day you enroll I start sending 
E X T R A  M ONEY JOB SHEETS that 
show how to make E X T R A  money fix
in g  neighbors’ Radios in spare time 
while still learn ing! It ’s probably easier 
to  get started now than ever before, 
because the Radio Repair Business ie 
booming. Trained Radio Technicians

also find profitable opportunities la  
Police, Aviation, Marine Radio, Broad
casting, Radio M anufacturing, Public 
Address work. Think o f even greater 
opportunities as Television, FM, and 
Electronic devices become available to 
the p u b lic ! Send for  FREE books now 1
Find Out What NRI Can Do For You

Mall Coupon fo r  Sample Lesson and

tny FREE 64-page book. Read the de
tails about my Course; letters from  
men I tra in ed ; see how quickly, easily 
you can get started. N o obligation! 
Just M A IL  COUPON N OW  in envelope 
or paste on penny postal. J. E. SMITH, 
President, Dept. 6N09, National Radio 
Institute, Pioneer Borne Study Radio 
School, Washington 0, D. C.

Approved for Training under G l BUI

MR. J. C. SMITH. Rrealdent, Dept. 9N09 
National Radio Inetttute, Washington 9 , 0. C.
Mai! me FREE, your sample lesson and 64* 
page book. (No salesman win call. Pleas* 
write plainly.)

Address

Zone

Ag*
My Course Includes Training in

TELEVISION •  ELECTRONICS



A DEPARTMENT FOR SPORT FANS CONDUCTED BY CAP FANNING
T  H A S  becom e so m e th in g  o f a cu sto m  

f o r  th e  C a p  to  so u n d  o ff w it h  som e o f 
his o w n  opin ion s in  th is  space b e fo re  

e xp o sin g  h im s e lf to  th e  opin ion s o f his re a d 
ers as expre sse d in  th e  le tte rs  th a t ke e p r o ll
in g  in . H o w e v e r , w h e n  h e  to o k  a cra ck at 
last y e a r ’s m u ltitu d in o u s  a n d  (in  m a n y  cases) 
m ean in gless B o w l  gam es, he  seems to  h a ve  
to u c h e d  o ff a  c o n tro v e rs y  th a t dem ands im 
m e d ia te  a tte n tio n .

M o s t te llin g  o f th e  m issives re c e iv e d  o n  
th e  subject s te m m e d  fr o m  a sa ilo r in  the 
U n it e d  State s N a v y  e m p lo y e d  as a H o s p ita l 
A s s is ta n t, S econ d C lass, o n  th e  h o sp ita l staff 
a t S h o e m a k e r, C a lifo r n ia . S o  h e re  goes w ith  
h is  ce re bra l id e a tio n  o n  th e  subject b e fo re  
th e  C a p  take s o ff o n  his o w n .

BOWL BLAST 
by Joe A. Earp

Dear Cap: I  last got through reading your comm ent 
on  the ffew  Year’s Day B ow l Games in  the Spring 
'teue o f THRILLING SPORTS. I  have been  reading 
your articles in  TS fo r  quite a while and I have en
joy ed  them very much. But I  just couldn’t go fo r  wteit 
y ou  had to say about the B ow l games.

Sure flsere are lots o f  great football players in  the 
service, bu t I  can ’t see wny that should hurt football 
so  much. It  has given boys a chance to becom e great 
football players w ho otherwise would probably not 
have had a chance with so m any "greats" stepping on 
them.

I  am  in  n o  w ay  glad that the war came along! What 
Is sport com ing to  when they let the pros have all the 
spotlight? M ost o f the pros have been piaying for  
m ars and know  and use a ll the dirty tricks in  football. 
I  can honestly say that I  w ould rather see tw enty-tw o 
boys on a field w ho couldn ’t play worth a dam , fight
ing fo r  w hat football stands for, than tw o pro clubs 
battling each other’s brains out with all their razzle- 
dazzie and dirty tricks just fo r  money.

M aybe l  am just a bit old  fashioned as fa r  as sports 
go, but that is the w ay I feel about it. I  still en joy  
reading you r department. As the old saying goes. 
"E veryoae has a right to his ow n op in ion ." m  ease 
you  want to answer this, as I am sure you  w ouldn’t  
publish such a disagreement, here la m y address—  
un it J Bxs. 1, If.S.N. Hospital (Staff) ShoemoJcer, 
California-

W e ll, J o e , th a t’s y o u r  o p in io n , a n d  th a n k s  
f o r  g iv in g  u s a chance to  r u n  It . H o w e v e r , in  
te e in g  o ff o n  p r o  s p o rts , y o u  seem  to  be 
to y in g  t o  m asticate q u ite  a  m o u th fu l. A n d  
a llo w  th e  C a p  to  p o in t o u t one a p p a re n t co n 
tra d ic tio n .

Y o u  s a y , “ M o s t o f th e  pro s h a v e  been 
p la y in g  f o r  ye a rs a n d  k n o w  a n d  use a ll th e  
d i r t y  tr ic k s  in  fo o tb a ll.”  N o w  y o u  a n d  I  
b o th  k n o w  t h a t  fo o tb a ll, especially b ig -tim e  
p r o  fo o tb a ll, is in d e e d  a ru g g e d  ga m e . S o  
h o w  c o u ld  these fe llo w s  p la y  o u t  th e ir  f u l l

span if the gam e w e re  as d i r t y  as y o u  seem 
to  th in k  it  is?

T h e  a n s w e r, o f course, is th a t it isn’ t . I t ’s 
ro u g h — yes. P l e n t y  r o u g h , as i t  sh o u ld  b e . 
B u t  th e  pro fe ssio nal te a m  th a t gangs u p  o n  
a n  opposing star to  e lim in ate  h im  fr o m  a 
gam e (a  practise w h ic h  has lon g  a n d  n o t a l
w a y s  ta c itly  e xis te d  in  th e  college gam e 
w h e re  b ig  gate m o n e y  a n d  coaches’ jobs are 
at sta k e ) w o u ld  be a n  in v ita tio n  to  te am  
suicide.

T h e  m e re  fa c t th a t professional p la y e rs are  
m  th e re  to  m a k e  a liv in g  is th e  best p ro te s ta 
tio n  th e  r u le  b o o k  can h a v e . A  p la y e r  o r  a 
team  th a t acquires th e  re p u ta tio n  o f usin g 
b o n e -b r e a k in g  m e tho ds to  w in  its gam es is 
in v a r ia b ly  in  fo r  a  stro n g  a n d  b itte r  dose o f 
its o w n  m e d icin e  fr o m  a ll th e  o th e r team s 
in  th e  c irc u it. I n  th e  b ig -tim e  ga m e , i t ’s p la y  
f o r  a ll y o u ’re  w o r th  to  w in  y o u r  s a la ry a n d  
liv e  a n d  le t liv e  o th e rw ise .

F u r t h e r m o r e , te a m  s p irit e xists, ju s t as i t  
does in  b ig  league b a se b a ll. N o  g ro u p  o f 
m e n  can w o r k  to g e th e r as a  u n it  u n d e r  h a lf
w a y  d e ce n t m a n a g e m e n t a n d  p la y in g  co n d i
tio n s an d n o t a c q u ire  a c e rta in  e sp rit de 
corps. A n d  th e  b o ys d o  p la y  b e tte r fo o tb a ll 
th a n  th e  college v a r ie t y , ju s t as professional 
baseball p la y e rs  to p  th e  cam pus n in e s.

B u t  w it h  th e  space a llo tte d  to  u s, le t ’s stick 
to  fo o tb a ll. T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f th e  a m a te u r - 
pro fe ssio na l c o n tro v e rs y  In  th is  c o u n try  is so 
ty p ic a lly  a n  A m e r ic a n  g r o w th  th a t it  m e rits  
th e  a tte n tio n . I n  v ir t u a lly  e v e r y  o th e r c o u n 
t r y  in  th e  w o r ld  w h e re  sports flo u ris h , th e  
a m a te u r a th le te  m u s t be a “ g e n tle m a n ,”  
th a n k s  to  th e  caste syste m , w h ile  th e  m a n  
w h o  is fo rc e d  to  w o r k  a t i t  a n d  becomes a 
p r o  rates as little  m o re  th a n  on e  o f th e  h ire d  
h e lp .

I n  A m e r ic a , h o w e v e r , m a n y  o f o u r  so - 
called best people are  p ro s . F e llo w s  lik e  
C h r is  C a g le  a n d  S h ip w re c k  K e l l y  a n d  others 
get a ro u n d  w it h  th e  u p p e r c ru s t. P la y in g  fo r  
m o n e y  carries w it h  i t  n o  social stig m ata . 
F o r  w h ic h , praise  A lla h !

B u t  fo o tb a ll, lik e  ju s t a b o u t e v e r y th in g  
else a ro u n d , has becom e so h ig h ly  specialized 
th a t, to  m a ste r it  c o m p le te ly , a  m a n  m u s t 
g iv e  u p  a lm o st as m a n y  ye a rs  o f his life  as 
h e  m u s t to  becom e a q u a lifie d  p ro fe ssio na l 
m a n . W h e n  a p la y e r  finishes college, h e  ha s 
ju s t a b o u t le a rn e d  h o w  to  p la y .

( Continued on page 8)



L o t s  o f  people want things th e y  
can’t reach. But there’s little in the 
way o f business success that’s out 
o f  reach o f the trained man.

And training is alivays within your 
reach. It’ s as close as the nearest 
letter box. Mark and mail the cou
pon on this page and you’re in touch 
with the International Correspon
dence Schools.

I. C. S. has had 55 years o f ex
perience in training men and women 
for success. Bring average intelli
gence and better than average de
termination to your studies with 
these famous Schools and you can 
master any subject o f your choice 
. . . qualify as an expert in line for 
responsibilities and rewards.

You study in your spare time— 
and the cost is surprisingly low. 
Thousands o f  successful students 
have demonstrated that today ’s 
I. C. S. student is tomorrow’s leader- 
Send for full information. D o it now!

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  CORR E S PO N D E NC E  SCHOOLS
BOX 3970-0. SCRANTON 9. PENNA.

Without cost or obligation, pleas* send me full particulars about the course before which I  have marled X :
Business and
Academic Course*

O  Accounting □  Advertising
□  Arithmetic □  Bookkeeping
□  Buaineee Correspondence
□  Buaineee Management
□  Certified Publio Accounting
□  Commercial
D Coat Accounting
□  Federal Tax
□  First Year College
O Foremanship □  French
□  Good English □  High School
□  Higher Mathematics
□  Illustrating □  Motor Traffic
□  Postal Service
□  Salesmanship □  Secretarial
□  Sign Lettering
□  Spanish □  Stenography
□  Traffic Management 

Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing Course*

□  Air Conditioning
□  Heating O  Plumbing

Chemistry Courts*
□  Chemical Engineering
□  Chemistry. Analytical
□  Chemistry, Industrial
□  Chemistry, Mfg. Iron A Steel

□  Radio Servicing
□  Telegraph Engineering 

Electrical Course*
□  Electrical Drafting
D Electrical Engineering

O Petroleum Refining □  Plastics □  Electric Light and Power
□  Pulp and Paper Making —  --------

Civil Engineering, Archltso- 
tural and Mining Course*

□  Architectural Drafting 
D Architecture
□  Building Estimating

□  Lighting Technician
□  Practical Electrician
□  Power House Electric
□  Ship Electrician 

Internal Combustion 
Engines Courses

□  Civil Engineering □  Coal Mining 0  Auto Technician □  Aviationr*r n_x_a:__> j:_ H TV—I□  Contracting and Building
□  Highway Engineering 
O Lumber Dealer
B Reading Structural Blueprints 

Sanitary Engineering 
□  Structural Drafting 
□  Structural Engineering 
□  Surveying and Mapping 

Communication* Course* 
□  Electronic*
□  Practical Telephony 
□  Radio. General

□  Diesel-Electric
□  Diesel Engine*

□  Refrigeration □  Steam Fitting □  Radio Operating 
\ome__________________________________________________ -A ge—

M echanical Courses
□  A eron a u tica l E ngineering
□  Aircraft Drafting
□  Flight Engineer
□  Forging
□  Foundry Work
□  Heat Treatment of Metals
□  Industrial Engineering
□  Industrial Metallurgy
□  Machine Shop
□  Machine Shop Inspection 

Home
Address... ......... .......

□  Mechanical Drafting
□  Mechanical Engineering 
O Mold-Loft Work
□  Patternmaking— Wood. Metal
□  Reading Shop Blueprint*
□  8heet-Metal Drafting
□  8heet-Metal Worker
□  Ship Drafting □  Ship Fitting 
O Tool Designing □  Tool in akin*
□  Welding— Gas and Elec trio 

Railroad Course*
□  Air Brake □  Car Inspector
□  Diesel Locomotive
□  Locomotive Engineer 

0  Gas Engine* □  Locomotive Fireman
□  Railroad Section Foreman 

Steam Engineering Course*
□  B o ile r m a k in g
O Combustion Engineering
□  Engine Running
□  Marine Engineering
□  Steam Electric □  Steam Engine* 

Textile Courses
□  Cotton Manufacturing
□  Rayon Weav'g □  Textile Deeig’n* 
P  Woolen Manufacturing

City_ .Present Position^
Working Hours— -A  M. to.- -P.M. Length of Service In World War II.

Special tuition rotes to member» of the Armed Foreee. Enrollment enter the 0,1. BUI of Riphts approved for War II Veterme. 
Coned ion reeidenti tend coupon <c International Corretpondenee School, Canadian, ltd., Montreal, Canada.



HO SSO 
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SOARS

PROVES VITAL ZONE SPOTLESS 
AND FREE FROM “ GOO” -n o  matter 
how often you smoko it! w y
W in. DEMUTH & C O . In*., N . Y. 11

HESSO N G U AR D

Send for  FR BC Scientific Sight Test Chart and Catalog. W rite today.
U.S.EYE-GLASSES CO. o f "

LAW...
CTIinV AT “en win higher posl-v l U U I  H I n u m b  tionfi and bigger success in business 
and pu b lic ise . Greater opportune ties now than ever before.
More Ability: More Prestige: More Money
can train at homo daring spare time. Degree o f LL.B. We furnish all 

"adingr 14-volume Law Library. Low cost, easy 
Moablo 48-page “ Law Training for Leadership”

and “ Evidence”  books FREE. SendNQW, C . I. APPROVED. 
------------------- UNIVERSITY' 4 1 *  South DeftLASALLE EXTENSION 

A Correspondence Institution
____ aartoom Street

Dept. 12329-1. Chicago 5, IH.

THE SIDELINE
(Continued from page 6)

Because a n u m b e r  o f such m e n  w a n te d  to  
ke e p on p la y in g  a fte r re c e ivin g  th e ir  d i
plo m as an d vast n u m b e rs o f people w a n te d  
to w a tc h  th e m  p e r fo r m , th e  professional gam e 
has reached its presen t heights. A c t u a lly , 
th e re  isn’t  a gre at deal of diffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  
y o u r  t w e n t y -t w o  kids on a h o m e -m a d e  g r id 
iro n  a n d  tw o  professional team s fig h tin g  fo r  
a N a tio n a l C h a m p io n s h ip  in  a hu ge  sta d iu m .

B o th  gangs lo ve  th e  gam e o r th e y  w o u ld n ’ t 
be o u t the re  ta k in g  th e ir  lu m p s.

H a v i n g  settled this issue, p ro b a b ly  to  n o  
on e ’s satisfaction, le t’s take  a lo o k  a t some 
o f th e  o th e r lo o t fr o m  th e  m a ilb o x .

OUR MAILBOX
A n  o ld (o r  ra th e r n o t-s o -o ld ) c o n trib u to r 

has re tu rn e d  the fo llo w in g  m issive:
HOW  BAD WERE THEY? 
by Jackie Patalano

Dear Cap: I Just bought the Spring issue of THRILL
ING SPORTS and it’s a beaut! But the reason I'm 
writing is that I’m not nineteen years old, but four
teen (14), or was when I wrote that letter. Thanks 
for the story on how the Red Sox got where they are 
now. I never thought they were as bad as that be
fore Tom Yawkey bought them.

I’m a bit sorry they sold or traded Skeeter New- 
some and Jim Tabor. They’d be better off if they had 
kept them, especially Tabor. Well, thanks for an
swering my letter and keep publishing those good 
stories.— 12 Washington Terrace, Somerville, Mas
sachusetts.

W h y , th a n k  y o u , Ja c k ie . Y o u  can th a n k  
th e  stars fo r  y o u r  te n d e r years because, h a d  
y o u  been b o m  a b it e a rlie r, y o u  w o u ld  h a ve  
su ffe re d, bled an d died as a R e d  S o x  fa n . 
T h e y  w e re n ’ t ba d b e fo re  Y a w k e y  b o u g h t 
th e m . T h e y  w e re  te rrib le .

F o r  the sake of th e  re c o rd , fo llo w in g  th e  
season o f 19 2 1, w h e n  the F r a z e e - B a r r o w  
re g im e  finished p e d d lin g  all o f its re al to p - 
flighters ( R u t h , S ch a n g , E v e r e t t  S c o tt, W a ite  
H o y t , H e r b  P e n n o c k , C a r l  M a y s  a n d  Jo e  
B u s h ) to th e  Y a n k e e s , th e  shorn S o x  to o k  a 
d iv e  to  th e  cellar a n d  m ade it  th e ir  alm ost 
e xc lu sive  p r o p e r ty  fo r  a m a tte r of an e ven  
d o ze n  ye a rs.

I n  th a t dism al d u o -d e c e m , th e y  finished 
e ig h th  n in e  tim es, se ve n th tw ice  an d s ixth  
once, the la tte r in 1931 w h e n  D e t r o it  a n d  
Chica go  finished be n e a th th e m  in th a t o rd e r. 
S u c h  a dism al era has been m atche d o n ly  b y  
th e  P h ila d e lp h ia  N a tio n a ls  o f 19 18 -45  an d 
e ve n  th e y  m an age d to stick th e ir nose once 
in to  th e  firs t d ivisio n . Y o u ’re  lu c k y , as a 
B o s to n  fa n , th a t y o u  w e re n ’t a live  w h ile  
m ost o f this iv o r y  fa m in e  w as going on.

A s  fo r  th e  sale o r tra d in g  o f T a b o r  an d 
N e w s o m e , n e ith e r de a l seems to  h a ve  affected 

(Continued on page 111)
8



1H0USMDS HOW PUf
who never thought they could!

Learned Quickly at Heme
X didn't dream I could actually loam to 
play without a teacher. Now when I play 
for people the? hardly believe that I  
learned to play so well in so short a timet 

•H. C. S.. Calif.

Plays at Dances
I  hate completed your course and your 
lessons have been most satisfactory. I can. 
play all of the popular songs. I have also 
earned money playing at dances.

•B. N. J.. New York.

Wouldn’t Take $1000 for Course
The lessons are so simple that anyone can 
understand them. I hare learned to play 
by note In a little more than & month. 1 
wouldn't take a thousand dollars for mf  
course. *S. E. A., Kansas City. Mo.

Finding New Joy
I am finding a new toy that I
never experienced before, for I 
have always wanted to play, but 
had given up hope until I  heard 
of your course.

•C. S. Lucien, Okla.

Anyone Can Learn
I  first thought I wouldn't ever 
leam to play bF note, but I  soon 
discovered that the lessons are so 
simple anyone can understand 
them. I  am thankful that I  study 
with your school.

•R. P . MAXEYS, Gft.

•Actual pupils' names on request. 
Pictures by professional models.

You, too, can play any instrum ent 
By th is  EASY A - B - C  M ethod

YOU think It’s difficult to learn 
music? That’s what thousands 

o f others have thought! Just like 
you, they long to play some instru
m ent—  the piano, violin, guitar, 
saxophone or other favorites. But 
they denied themselves the pleasure 
— because they  th ou gh t it took  
month* and years of tedious study 
to learn.
Learn in Spare Time at Home

And then they made an amazing 
discovery! They learned about a 
wonderful way to learn music at 
home— without a private teacher— 
without tedious study—and in a 
surprisingly short time. They wrote 
to the U. S. School of Music for the 
facts about this remarkable short
cu t m ethod. And the 
facts opened their eyes!
They were amazed to f ~  — — —  
find how easy it was to 
learn.

The result? Over S50- 
000 men and w om en 
have studied music at 
home this simple, A-B-C way. Now, all over the 
world, enthusiastic mu
sic-lovers are enjoying 
the thrilling satisfac
tion o f creating their 
own music. They have 
found the key to good 
tim e, p op u la rity  and 
profit.
Costs Less Than To a Day

time at home for less than sev en  
cents a day. Never mind if you have 
no musical knowledge, training or 
talent. Just read the fascinating 
booklet and Print and Picture sam
ple that fully explain all about the 
famous U. S. School method. If in
terested tear out the coupon now, 
before you turn the page. U. S. 
School of Mu- 
sic,29412Bruns- 
w i c k B l d g .
New York 10,
N. Y. L argest 
s c h o o l  o f  i ts k i n d  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  ( 4 8 t h  
year)

FREE!
P r in t  an d  P icture 

Sam p le

N O T I C E
Please don't confuse 
our method with any 
systems claiming to 
teach “ without musio" 
or “ by ear” . We teacb 
you easily and quickly 
to play real music, 
any music, by stand
ard notes . . . not by 
any trick or number 
system.

U. S. SCHOOL O F  M USIC,
20412 B runsw ick  B ldg., New Y ork  10, X . Y .
I am interested in musio study, particularly in the instrument 
checked below. Please send me your free illustrated booklet 
“ How to Learn Music at Home.”  **■
Picture Sample.

Saxophone 
Trumpet, Comet 
Reed Organ 
Tenor Banjo

and your free Print and

Plana 
Guitar 
Hawaiian 

Guitar 
Violin

Practical
Finger

Piano Accordion Ukulele

Clarinet 
Trombone Finger
Flute Control
Modern Piccolo

Elementary Mandolin 
Harmony

Name...

Address...
A n d  th a t ’ s w h a t  yon  

ca n  do, r ig h t  n ow . G et .
th e  p r o o f  th a t  you , too , ! a t *..........— ....- ............. ........................................—  jca n  lea rn  to  p la y  y o u r  [ NOTE: I f  you are under 16 years of ege, parent must sign coupon, j 
fa v o r it e  in s tr u m e n t—  L . — . . . ------------- -------- ---------------------------- --------------—

(Please print I

Have you 
. Instrument f...

..State...

fa v o r it e  in s tru m en t 
q u ick ly , ea s ily , in  sp are 8 A V E  2« —  S T IC K  COUPON ON P IN N Y  POSTCARD
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UNBEATEN
SEASON

By
TRACY MASON

The boys at Klamuth thought 
football was just a game—  

until they found themselves 
among the big-time leagues!

C H A P T E R  I  

They Wanted to Play

E V E R  h e a r o f K la m u t h  C o lle ge  before 
th a t d a y th e y  came o u t o f n o w h e re  
to  m a ke  the fo o tb a ll headlines? 

D i d n ’t th in k  y o u  d id . N o t  m a n y  people h a d  
he a rd o f K la m u t h  b e fo re  th a t S a tu rd a y  a ft
e rn o o n , not too lon g  ago, w h e n  w e  to o k  the 
sports w o rld  b y  the ears a n d  tu rn e d  it upside 
d o w n  b y  h o ld in g  S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  to a 7 -6  
score.

M a y b e  y o u  read abo u t th a t gam e, o r  p e r 
haps y o u  d id n ’t catch u p  to K la m u t h  u n til 
w e  beat D u c h e ss, 20-0, in  the big school’s 
o pening gam e the fo llo w in g  ye a r. L o r d  
k n o w s , th e re  w e re  ream s o f n ew spaper copy 
w r itte n  a b o u t those gam es, a n d  da rn e d n ear 
e v e ry  sports w r ite r  in the c o u n try  came u p 
w ith  the o rig in a l lead th a t com pared K l a 
m u th  to the P r a y in g  C o lo ne ls o f B o  M c M il -  
lin ’s d a y .

I  d o n ’ t k n o w  m u ch abo u t C e n tre . T h e y  
w e re  h o t a little  b e fo re  m y  d a y . I  d im ly  re c
ollect th a t th e y  beat a big H a r v a r d  team  o r 
th r e w  a scare into  the C rim s o n , at least, b u t 
th a t’s a b o u t a ll. F o o tb a ll fa m e  is the fle e tin g - 
est o f a ll, i f  th e re  is such a w o r d  as “ fle e tin g - 
e st.”  O f  course people re m e m b e r the F o u r  
H o rs e m e n  a n d  R e d  G r a n g e , b u t ju s t ask 
som ebody w h o  isn’t a com plete b u g  a b o u t 
fo o tb a ll to nam e the F o u r  H o rs e m e n  an d see

A G R ID IR O N  NOVEL
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i f  t h e y  can g e t a ll fo u r .

C h a n c e s a re  th e y ’l l  g e t C r o w le y  a n d  L a y -  
d e n — bingo— lik e  th a t. T h e y  m ig h t g e t a  
t h ir d  m a n , b u t  i t ’s a go o d  b e t th a t th e y ’ll  
h a v e  tro u b le  re m e m b e rin g  M ille r  o r  S  tra d e  -  
leh er— a n d  I ’m  n o t e ve n  su re  a b o u t th e  spell
in g  o f th a t last g u y .

B u t  as I  w as sa yin g , I  d o n ’t  k n o w  m u c h  
a b o u t C e n tr e  C o lle g e  o f th e  d a ys o f B o  M c -  
M illin , th e  te a m  th a t K ia m u t h  w as co m pa re d 
to  b y  a th o u san d  sports w rite rs  a fte r w e  
w a llo p e d  D u c h e ss. B u t  I  do k n o w  th e  re a l 
s to ry  b e h in d  th e  K i a m u t h  squ a d. I  o u g h t to . 
I  h e lp e d  b u ild  th e  te am  a n d  I  p la y e d  against 
S ta te  a n d  D u c h e ss, a n d  in  th e  O r a n g e  B o w l 
la te r.

M a y b e  y o u ’d  be interested.
A  good place to  sta rt w o u ld  b e  w h e n  B in g  

T h o m p s o n  a n d  K .  P .  Ju r g e s  a n d  R o c k y  M a s -  
sone called o n  P r e x y  T a i t  t o  a sk the O l d  B o y  
i f  h e  h a d  a n y  objections to  a b u n c h  o f u s 
g e ttin g  u p  a te am . I t  w a s  lik e  th a t. W e  g o t 
u p  th e  te a m  lik e  a b u n c h  o f k id s  w h o ’d  
g r o w n  tire d  o f sittin g  a ro u n d  th e  sh a ck o n  
som e v a c a n t lo t. S o m e b o d y  p o p p e d  o u t w ith , 
“ L e t ’s g e t u p  a fo o tb a ll t e a m ”

O n l y  w e  w e r e n ’ t  tir e d  o f sittin g  a ro u n d , 
n o t a t K i a m u t h . Y o u  ju s t d id n ’t  sit a ro u n d  
a t th a t place.

M a y b e  y o u  k n o w  th e  s e t-u p  a t K i a m u t h . 
I f  y o u  d o n ’ t , I ’ l l  te ll y o u  th a t K ia m u t h  C o l 
lege is a n o n -d e n o m in a tio n a l place th a t 1ms 
a  syste m  w h e r e b y  a g u y  o r a g a l studies d u r 
in g  th e  m o rn in g  a n d  w o rk s  o n  a fa r m  d u r in g  
th e  a fte rn o o n , o r  v ic e -v e rs a .

Y o u ’v e  h e a rd  o f A n tio c h , o f course. W e ll, 
K i a m u t h  w as so m e w h a t s im ila r to  A n tio c h , 
o n ly  sm a lle r. I t  w as a n e w  school, fo u n d e d  
b y  a p h ila n th ro p ic  fa rm e r w h o  h a p p e n e d  to 
h it  o il o n  th e  so u th  fo r t y  a n d  w a n te d  to g ive  
a  b r e a k  to  g u y s  an d gals w h o  co u ld n ’t  go fo r  
th e  d o u g h  th a t a m o re  established o ld -lin e  
school w o u ld  d e m a n d .

Y o u  g o t th e  b re a k  a t K i a m u t h , b u t  y o u  h a d  
to  w o r k  a n d  w o r k  h a r d  to sta y th e re  once 
y o u  g o t in . T h e  in itia l o u tla y  w as p ra c tic a lly  
n o th in g  a n d  th e  e n tra n ce  e xam s w e r e n ’t  too 
to u g h . K i a m u t h  w as m o re  in te re ste d  in  
w h e th e r o r  n o t y o u  w e re  sincere a b o u t get
tin g  an e du ca tio n  th a n  in  w h e th e r y o u r  I . Q .  
w a s h ig h e r th a n  a coach’s te m p e ra tu re  a fte r 
h e  w a tc h e d  his te am  pass o n  fo u r th  d o w n  o n  
th e ir  o w n  t e n - y a r d  lin e .

T h e y  g a ve  y o u  th e  b o o k s a n d  a  place to  
h a n g  y o u r  h a t a n d  th e y  p o in te d  a t th e  class
r o o m  a n d  th e n  a t  th e  fields a n d  th e y  
s a id , “ G o  to  i t , k id , a n d  go o d  lu c k .”

12
A f t e r  th a t, i t  w a s u p  to  y o u  to  p u t  in  y o u r  

h o u r s  sw e atin g  o v e r  a te x tb o o k  o r  a  disc 
h a r r o w  o r in  th e  ca n n in g  fa c to ry  w e  h a d  
a n d  i f  y o u  slipped co nsistently in  e ith e r fie ld  
th e y  to o k  b a c k  th e  bo o ks a n d  g a ve  y o u  b a c k 
th e  h a t y o u ’d  h u n g  u p  a n d  said , “ S o  lo n g , 
k id , nice to  h a v e  k n o w n  y o u .”  T h e y  used 
d iffe re n t w o rd s , b u t y o u  get th e  idea.

T h a t ’s w h y  the b u n c h  o f us— B in g , K . P . ,  
R o c k y  a n d  th e  rest—h a d  o u r  d o u b ts a b o u t 
P r e x y ’s re ac tio n  to  a fo o tb a ll te am . W e ’d  
been h a v in g  a b u ll  session a n d , a fte r th e  ta lk  
h a d  r u n  its re g u la r course a b o u t w im m e n , 
h o w  w e  w o n  th e  w a r , w h o ’d  b e  th e  n e x t 
h e a v y w e ig h t ch a m p a n d  su ch, som e bo dy— I  
t h in k  it  w as R o c k y — b r o u g h t i t  u p  a b s e n tly .

“ I  su re  miss fo o tb a ll. I  w is h  w e  h a d  a te a m  
h e re  a t K i a m u t h .”

W E  D I D N ’T  sa y m u c h , b u t w e  a ll 
w ish e d  th e  sam e th in g . W e  h a d  a 

ba ske tb a ll te a m  th a t w as p r e tty  good, b u t  I  
w a s n ’ t so h o t o n  b a s k e tb a ll a n d  w as e ve n  
cooler to w a r d  college baseball. B u t  fo o tb a ll, 
th a t w as r ig h t d o w n  m y  a lle y .

T h e  a ve ra g e  g u y  at K i a m u t h  is b ig  a n d  
s tro n g . H e  m o re  o r  less has to  b e , to  stan d  
th e  g a ff. A b o u t  e ig h ty  p e rce n t o f u s, I  guess, 
h a d  been b o r n  a n d  b r o u g h t u p  on fa rm s , a n d  
n o n e  o f these fiv e -th o u s a n d  acre job s w h e re  
d ie  m a c h in e ry  does a ll th e  w o r k , e ith e r. 
M o s t o f us h a d  gone th r o u g h  a to u g h e n in g  
u p  process th a t starte d  w h e n  w e  w e re  a b o u t 
s ix  o r  seven  a n d  th e  o ld  m a n  decided it  w as 
tim e  w e  starte d  c a rry in g  o u r  o w n  w e ig h t o n  
th e  place.

T h e r e  w a s n ’t  a w e a k lin g  a m o n g  us because, 
w h ile  it  m ig h t h a v e  been a c ru e l p ro p o sitio n  
in  som e cases, th e  w e a k lin g s , th e  m isfits, 
co u ld n ’t  stan d th e  pace th e y  set at K ia m u t h . 
I t  w as ro o t, h o g , o r  die— scholastically— a t 
th e  school a n d  w e  ro o te d  u n til  w e  g o t p le n ty  
stro n g  in  th a t d e p a rtm e n t.

I t  w as th e  sam e w ith  th e  co -e ds. T h e  g irls 
a t K i a m u t h  w o r k e d  as h a rd  as w e  d id  in  th e ir  
o w n  w a y , a n d  th e  g id d y  m ouse w h o  h a d  th e  
idea th a t college life  w as m e a n t to  b e  one 
p r o m  a fte r th e  o th e r a n d  th e  o n ly  w o r th 
w h ile  b o o k  th e  date b o o k  soon tra n s fe rre d  
h e r a ctivitie s to  som e o th e r cam pus w h e re  
a  slick lin e  a n d  a n e w  h a ir -d o  w e re  m o re  
a p pre ciate d th a n  a n  a b ility  to co o k w ith  one 
h a n d  a n d  re a d  A p p lie d  L o g ic  fr o m  a  b o o k  
h e ld  in  th e  o th e r.

I  d o n ’t  w a n t to  m a k e  K i a m u t h  s o u n d  to o  
g r im , because it  w a s n ’t  r e a lly . I ’ m  ju s t t r y 
in g  to  g iv e  y o u  th e  ide a  th a t w e  w e re  a
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serious b u n c h  o f k id s , g e ttin g  a n  e du ca tio n  
th e  h a r d  w a y .

G e ttin g  b a c k  to fo o tb a ll, R o c k y ’s w is tfu l 
th in k in g  a b o u t a fo o tb a ll te a m  to o k  h o ld . 
S o m e b o d y  d u g  u p  a n  o ld , scai’re d  b a ll th a t 
h a d  b e e n  k ic k in g  a ro u n d , a n d  w e  w e n t o u t 
one e a rly  A u t u m n  e ve n in g  a n d  p la y e d  a 
gam e o f to u c h -b a ll, ju s t fo r  th e  d e v il o f it .

T h e n , w h e n  w e  g o t tire d  o f m a k in g  t a p -  
tac kle s, w e  trie d  a little  scrim m age a n d  th a t 
w a s a ll r ig h t too. A f t e r  th e  session, w e  sat 
a ro u n d , p u ffin g  lik e  a b u n c h  o f fo u n d e re d  
horses, a n d  coo ke d u p  th e  idea o f a skin g  
P r e x y  T a i t  a b o u t o rg a n izin g  a re al te am  a n d  
b o o k in g  som e gam es w it h  som e o f th e  little  
schools close b y .

W e  p ic k e d  R o c k y  M asson e as spokesm an 
fo r  th e  g ro u p  because, i f  th e  idea got P r e x y ’s 
o k a y , R o c k y  w as a  n a tu r a l to  act as captain  
a n d  coach o f th e  squ a d. R o c k y  h a d  p la y e d  
fo o tb a ll e v e r since he  w as b ig  e n o u g h  to 
w a lk . H e  w as th e  .o n ly son o f an Ita lia n - 
A m e r ic a n  w h o  h a d  m a de  a lo t o f d o u g h  at 
on e  tim e  in  the co n tra c tin g  business ( R o c k y  
w a s one o f th e  fe w  n o n - e x - f a r m  b o y s ) a n d  
R o c k y  h a d  gone to  a v e r y  good p re p  school 
a n d  h a d  spent on e  y e a r a t a n  e xce lle n t u n i
v e r s ity  b e fo re  h e  w e n t to  w a r .

D u r in g  th e  w a r , R o c k y ’s o ld  m a n  h a d  a 
b ra in s to rm  a n d  w e n t h a y w ir e , lost a ll his 
d o u g h  a n d  e n d e d  u p  in  th e  w ro n g  w a r d  o f 
a  state h o sp ita l. W it h o u t  a n y  o th e r fa m ily , 
R o c k y  h a d  com e to K la m u t h .

T h e  p o in t is, R o c k y  k n e w  m o re  fo o tb a ll 
th a n  a n y  o f th e  re st o f us. S o m e  o f us h a d  
p la y e d  h ig h  school b a ll, a n d  some o f u s h a d  
p la y e d  w h ile  w e  w e re  in  the A r m y , b u t  
R o c k y  h a d  d ie  be st b a c k g ro u n d  as a  p ro s
p e c tive  c o a c h -c a p ta in , so h e  w as elected to  do 
th e  ta lk in g  fo r  us w h e n  w e called chi P r e x y  
T a i t . H e  w a s a sm o o th  ta lk e r  to o , w a s R o c k y .

W e  stood th e re  in  th e  O l d  M a n ’s office lik e  
a  b u n c h  o f k id s  ca u g h t h o o k in g  apples, firs t 
o n  one fo o t a n d  th e n  o n  th e  o th e r, w h ile  
R o c k y  state d o u r  case. P r e x y  d id n ’t  s a y a n y 
th in g . H e  ju s t  k e p t ro c k in g  b a c k  a n d  fo r th  
in  th a t o ld , h ig h -b a c k e d  c h a ir o f h is , w ith  
h is han ds spre a d o n  h is chest an d h is glasses 
slid in g  fu r th e r  a n d  fu r th e r  d o w n  h is  nose as 
h e  ro c k e d .

W h e n  th e  glasses fin a lly  d ro p p e d  o ff, as 
th e y  a lw a y s  d id , T a i t  c a u g h t th e m  w it h  one 
h a n d  w ith o u t lo o k in g  a t th e m , p u t  th e m  b a c k 
u p  a t th e  b rid g e  o f h is nose a n d  b e g a n  r o c k 
in g  again.

M a sson e  fin a lly  r a n  o u t o f w o rd s  a n d  th e re  
w a s  a  silence th a t seem ed a b o u t to  r u n  in to

L e a p  Y e a r . F i n a l l y  P r e x y  stra ig h te n e d  u p  in  
his c h a ir, lean ed fo r w a r d  a n d  g a ve  it  to  u s .

“ P e r s o n a lly ,”  he  said, “ I  h a v e  n o  o bje ctio n  
to  y o u r  p u ttin g  to g e th e r a fo o tb a ll te a m . I  
used to  b e  a p r e tty  fa ir  h a lfb a c k  m y s e lf too 
m a n y  ye a rs ago, ( T h a t  w as one on u s !) . I  
still go b a c k  to  m y  A l m a  M a te r  fo r  h o m e 
co m in g  a n d ” — h e  sm iled w r y l y — “ w a tc h  m y  
te a m  in e v ita b ly  ta k e  a  lic k in g  o n  th e  g r id 
ir o n .”

W e  a ll r e la x e d . E x p e r ie n c e  sh o u ld  h a ve  
to ld  us th a t i t  w as to o  e a rly  to call ourselves 
i n , a lth o u g h  w e  n e v e r  le a rn e d .

“ B u t  . . . ”
W e  w in c e d . H e r e  it  cam e, th e  o ld  g im m ic k . 

W e ’ d  h e a rd  P r e x y  s a y “ B u t ! ”  b e fo re .
“ . . . o u r schedule h e re  a t K l a m u t h ,”  he  

said , “ is a p r e t t y  tig h t p ro p o sitio n . P e rs o n 
a lly , I  d o n ’ t  see h o w  y o u  ge n tle m e n  a re  goin g 
to  fin d  tim e  to  practise  w ith o u t d e trim e n t 
to  y o u r  studies o r y o u r  fie ld  w o r k ."

R o c k y  h a d  th e  a n sw e r fo r  th a t one.
“ S i r ,”  he  said, “ w e  h a d  th e  idea th a t p e r 

haps th e  m e n  w h o  w e n t o u t fo r  th e  te a m  
m ig h t be a llo w e d  to  do th e  n ig h t w o r k  in  th e  
fie ld . I n  th a t w a y , w e  co u ld  g e t in  o u r class 
w o r k  in th e  m o rn in g , o u r fie ld  w o r k  a t n ig h t 
a n d  pra ctice , sa y, th re e  h o u rs  a d a y . I t  w o u ld  
ta k e  som e schedule re v is io n , b u t  n o t m u c h .”

PR E X Y  p o n d e re d  th a t p ro p o s itio n . T h e  
n ig h t w o r k  a t K l a m u t h  w as th e  least 

desirable in s ta n t a n d  th a t w as sa yin g  som e
th in g . T h e  p la n t w e  h a d  re q u ire d  a  certain 
n u m b e r  o f m e n  to  w o r k  th e  n ig h t s h ift a n d  
these duties w e re  ro ta te d  r e g u la r ly , so th a t 
n o b o d y  c o u ld  h o lle r th a t h e  w as g e ttin g  th e  
d ir t y  e n d  o f th e  stick w it h  a lo t  o f n ig h t w o r k .

I f  T a i t  o k a y e d  o u r  p la n , i t  w o u ld  m e a n  
th a t w e ’d  be in  o u r classroom s fr o m  e ig h t 
u n til  n o o n — in  th e  fie ld fr o m  one u n til  t w o -  
t h ir t y — o n  th e  fo o tb a ll fie ld  fr o m  t w o - t h i r t y  
u n til  d a r k — a n d  o n  th e  n ig h t jo b  o ff a n d  on 
th e  re st o f th e  t w e n t y - f o u r . Sleep? W e ’d  
h a v e  to  p ic k  th a t u p  w h e n  w e  got a chance. 
M o s t o f us h a d  le a rn e d  th a t tr ic k  a n y w a y , in  
B e lg iu m  o r  It a l y  o r th e  N e w  H e b rid e s  o r 
a b o a rd  som e ship o r o th e r.

W e  w a ite d  tensely w h ile  T a i t  r a n  o v e r  the 
ide a  in  his m in d . O n e  th in g  a b o u t th e  O l d  
M a n —h e  n e v e r  asked questions th a t h e  k n e w  
w e  h a d  a n sw e rs fo r — n o t o fte n , a n y w a y . H e  
th o u g h t o u t th e  q u e stio n  a n d  fig u re d  o u t th e  
a n s w e r a n d  th e n  file d  i t  a w a y . T h e  m in u te s 
tic k e d  b y  u n t il  T a i t  cleared his th ro a t.

“ I  suppose y o u ’v e  fig u re d  o u t h o w  y o u ’ll  
get y o u r  e q u ip m e n t. I  im a g in e  y o u  w ill  h a v e
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to  b u y  y o u r  o w n . B u t  i f  y o u  can’ t  get a ll th a t 
y o u  n e e d, y o u  w ill  h a v e  to  do w ith o u t it. 
B o r r o w in g  is o u t! A b o u t  th e  p la y in g  fie ld , m y  
guess is th a t y o u ’v e  a lre a d y  selected th e  field 
w e ’re  le ttin g  re cu pe rate  this y e a r fo r  th a t. 
T h e  stands sh o u ld n ’t  be to o  h a r d  fo r  y o u  to 
b u ild .”

W e  n o d d e d  lik e  a lin e  o f to y  m a n d a rin s. 
P r e x y  lo o k e d  u p  a t u s a n d  his face w a s se ri
ous.

“ T h e r e  is one th in g , th o u g h ,”  he to ld  us. 
“ I f  I  a p p ro ve  this ide a, th e re  m u st be this 
u n d e rs ta n d in g — th e  re g u la r w o r k  o f each 
m e m b e r o f the te am  m u st s ta y  a t its pre se n t 
le v e l o r  im p ro v e . I f  a n y  m a n  show s signs o f 
slipp in g because o f his fo o tb a ll a ctivitie s th e  
e n tire  team  w ill  be d isb a n d e d .”

H e  w a ite d  to  le t th a t s in k  in . T h e n  he 
a dded—

“ A n d  the te a m  w ill  be a good te a m , o f its 
ca lib e r, o r th e re ’ll  b e  n o n e . I  d o n ’t  w a n t 
K la m u t h  to  be th e  la u g h in g  stock o f o th e r 
schools, b y  reason o f its fo o tb a ll squ a d. I  
d o n ’t  d e m a n d  a s trin g  o f victo rie s—fa r  fro m  
it. B u t  I  do d e m a n d  th a t K l a m u t h  p u t  a c re d 
ita b le  te a m  on th e  field.

“ W e ’ v e  w o r k e d  h a r d  h e re  to  m a k e  th e  
n a m e  o f K l a m u t h  w o r th y  o f respect a n d  I  
d o n ’t  in te n d  th a t a fo o tb a ll te am  sh o u ld  r e 
flect discre dit o n  th a t n a m e  b y  reason of 
slo p p y p la y . I f  y o u  w a n t to go ahead w ith  
y o u r  plans u n d e r those co n d itio n s, y o u  h a v e  
m y  a p p ro v a l. T h a t ’s a ll, g e n tle m e n .”

I t  w as a solem n b u n c h  o f w o u ld -b e  fo o tb a ll 
p la y e rs th a t file d  o u t o f th e  O ld  M a n ’s office. 
W e  a ll w o n d e re d  if , p e rh a ps, w e  h a d n ’t  ta k e n  
o n  m o re  th a n  w e  c o u ld  h a n d le . I t  w o u ld  be 
to u g h  e n o u g h , w e  k n e w , to get a n y  k in d  o f 
a te am  to g e th e r w it h  the h o u rs  w e ’d  h a v e  to 
obse rve .

W e  k n e w  R o c k y  had b e e n  ta u g h t fo o tb a ll 
b y  som e o f th e  best coaches in the E a s t , b u t 
w e  a ll— in c lu d in g  R o c k y — d id n ’t  k n o w
w h e th e r o r n o t he co u ld coach us. A n d  i f  w e  
w e re  g o in g  to la y  o u t o u r d o u g h  fo r  e q u ip 
m e n t, b u ild  th e  fie ld  a n d  the stands, w o r k  
those b a c k -b r e a k in g  h o u rs  to tra in  a n d  th e n  
w in d  u p  w it h  a b r o k e n -d o w n  e leven w e  
w o u ld n ’t  dare p u t o n  th e  fie ld— w e ll, th e  o u t
lo o k  w a s ru g g e d .

P r e x y  had said it  w o u ld  be u p  to  e v e ry  
one o f us to ke e p o u r  school w o r k  u p  to  p a r 
o r a ll o u r w o r k  w o u ld  be fo r  n o th in g . I f  
J o e  B lo w  c o u ld n 't stan d  th e  g r in d  a n d  
flu n k e d  a course o n  account o f fo o tb a ll, it  
w o u ld  be “ th a t’s -a ll-b r o t h e r ”  fo r  a ll o f us. 
S u p p o se  R o c k y  h im s e lf fo u n d  o u t he co u ld n ’t

ta k e  i t , w o r k in g  d a y  a n d  n ig h t, a n d  h a d  to  
re sig n  fr o m  th e  te a m  r a th e r th a n  b u s t o u t o f 
a course? W h e re  w o u ld  w e  be then?

W e  g a th e re d fo r  a b u ll session in  th e  firs t 
fre e  tim e  w e  co u ld phe n a gle  a n d  w e  ta lk e d  
it  o v e r. E v e r y b o d y  p u t in  his tw o  cents’ 
w o r th — som e fo r , som e against. F i n a l l y , w e  
p u t it  to  a v o te  w ith  the u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t 
the m a jo r ity  w o u ld  ru le  a n d those w h o  w e re  
d e a d -s e t against it co u ld q u it b e fo re  th e  v o te  
an d still h a v e  a chance to com e in to  th e  te a m  
in  the fu tu re  a fte r th e y saw  h o w  it w o r k e d  
o u t.

C H A P T E R  I I  

First Combat

T H A T  w as the s p irit a t K la m u t h . I  d o n ’t  
w a n t to beat the d r u m  fo r  the school 

too m u c h , b u t th a t’s h o w  it  w a s. O r d in a r ily , 
in such a situ a tio n , it  w o u ld  be e ith e r y o u  
v o te d  fo r  th e  te am  o r y o u  v o te d  against it , 
a n d  w e n t in  if  th e  m a jo r ity  v o te d  yes. 
O r d in a r ily , i f  y o u  d ro p p e d  o u t b e fo re  the 
v o te , it w o u ld  be o n  the co n d itio n  th a t y o u  
stayed o u t. T h e  w o rd  w o u ld  be n o  h o p p in g  
on the b a n d w a g o n  a fte r th e  o th e r g u ys  s ta rt
ed it  ro llin g .

A t  K la m u t h  it  w as d iffe re n t. I  d o n ’ t k n o w  
w h a t y o u ’d call o u r  theories, b u t  th e y  w e re  
n o t r u n - o f - t h e - m il l  s tu ff. I f  a m a n  d ro p p e d  
o u t w ith o u t v o tin g — a n d  a fe w  o f th e m  d id — 
a n d  la te r saw  th a t the rest o f us w e re  m a k 
in g  a go o f th e  te a m , he w o u ld  be p e rfe c tly  
free to jo in  th e  clu b  a n d  n o b o d y  w o u ld  ac
cuse h im  o f b e in g  a J o h n n y -c o m e -la te ly .

A f t e r  a ll, w h a t w o u ld  be the sense o f b a r 
rin g  a good fo o tb a ll m a n  fro m  th e  te am  sim 
p ly  because, in  his considered ju d g m e n t, he 
h a d  th o u g h t it  w a s n ’ t a good idea a t the start? 
So la te r he decided h e ’d been w ro n g ?  O k a y , 
th e n  com e on in , th e  w a te r ’s fine a n d  w e ’re  
g la d  to  h a ve  y o u  because w e  can use y o u . 

G e t  the idea?
W e  p u t  it to  a v o te  a n d th e  ayes got it  b y  

a b o u t tw o  to  one. W e  h a d  t w e n t y -s ix  m e n , 
an o ld  fo o tb a ll a n d  a n  idea. R o c k y  w as elect
ed co a c h -c a p ta in , o f course, a n d  w e  ta lk e d  
o v e r  h o w  m u c h  d o u g h  w e  c o u ld  th r o w  in to  
t h e  p o t  t o  g e t  t h e  s t u f f  w e  n e e d e d .

I t  w a s n ’t  m u c h , b u t R o c k y  k n e w  o f a firm  
i n  his ho m e  c ity  th a t w o u ld  g iv e  us a b re a k . 
H e  th o u g h t w e  c o u ld  g e t b y . N o  satin p a n ts 
a n d  m a y b e  m o st o f th e  s tu ff w o u ld  be o f th e
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“ s lig h tly  u se d ”  v a r ie t y , b u t  a t least w e ’d  h a v e  
u n ifo rm s .

W e  m a de  u p  a set o f sim p le  ru le s. A n y 
b o d y  w h o  fo u n d  h e  w as slip p in g  in  his studies 
o r  h is fie ld  w o r k  w o u ld  h a v e  to  re sig n  to  
p ro te c t th e  re st o f th e  te a m . M e l  R o r a g e n  
w a s  m a de  m a n a g e r a n d  to ld  to  b o o k  gam es 
w it h  some o f th e  schools a ro u n d  a b o u t, b u t  
please n o t to  com e u p  w it h  a  N o t r e  D a m e  
t il t  ju s t y e t. M e l a n d  R o c k y  d r e w  u p  a 
schedule o f w o r k -s tu d y -p r a c tis e  h o u rs  fo r  
T a i t ’s a p p r o v a l T h e n  w e  g o t b u s y le v e lin g  
o ff th e  fie ld .

T h a t  jo b  a n d  th e  business o f b u ild in g  a 
little  stan d to o k  u p  the firs t w e e k ’s w o r k  of 
th e  K l a m u t h  C o lle g e  fo o tb a ll te a m  a n d  le ft 
us tim e  fo r  o n ly  a scrim m age o r tw o  in  o u r 
o ve ra lls . W h e n  w e  h a d  th a t d o n e , th e  u n i
fo rm s  h a d  com e fr o m  th e  c ity —R o c k y  g o t 
th in g s m o v in g  fast— a n d  w e  h e ld  o u r  firs t 
re g u la r practice.

I t  w as p r e tty  d ism a l, th a t firs t scra m ble. 
T h o s e  o f us w h o  h a d  p la y e d  fo o tb a ll d isc o v
e re d  w e ’ d  fo rg o tte n  e v e r y th in g  w e ’d  e v e r 
k n o w n . R o c k y  fo u n d  o u t  th a t, w h ile  h e  m ig h t 
k n o w  w h a t to  d o , h e  h a d  tro u b le  te llin g  us 
h o w  to  d o  it.

A  couple o f u s decided w e ’d  m a k e  b e tte r 
coaches th a n  R o c k y  a n d  a rg u e d  a b o u t d o in g  
th in g s o u r  w a y . T o w a r d s  th e  e n d  o f th a t 
practise  session, i t  began to  lo o k  as th o u g h  
th e  K l a m u t h  C o lle g e  fo o tb a ll te a m  w as go in g 
to  be d e fu n c t b e fo re  i t  p la y e d  its firs t gam e.

I  w a s th e  s m a rt g u y  w h o  fin a lly  b r o u g h t 
o n  th e  s h o w d o w n . I ’d  p la y e d  h ig h  school 
b a ll a n d  a little  in  G e r m a n y , a fte r V . E .  D a y , 
a n d  w h e re a s I  w a s n ’ t  a n y  w h iz , I  still th o u g h t 
I  k n e w  b e tte r th a n  R o c k y  h o w  to  fa ll o n  a 
loose b a ll. I  s ta rte d  so u n d in g  o ff a n d  th e  
a rg u m e n t g o t p r e tty  h o t u n til  fin a lly  R o c k y  
h e ld  u p  his h a n d  a n d  c u t m e  o ff in  m id 
sylla b le .

“ W a it  a  m in u te , M i k e ,”  h e  to ld  m e . “ W e ’re 
n o t g e ttin g  a n y w h e re  this w a y .”

T h e  o th e r g u ys  w e re  g ro u p e d  a r o u n d  us 
a n d  R o c k y  tu r n e d  to  th e m .

“ L o o k ,”  he  said , “ y o u  fe llo w s k n o w  I  d o n ’t  
w a n t  to  b e  h e a d  m a n  a ro u n d  h e re . B u t  
s o m e b o d y’s got to  be. W e  ca n ’t  h a v e  a te am  
w it h  e le ve n  captains a n y  m o re  th a n  w e  co u ld 
h a v e  a sq u a d  w ith  t h i r t y - t w o  sergeants.

“ H o w  a b o u t d e cidin g n o w , once a n d  fo r  a ll, 
w h o ’s r u n n in g  the c lu b . I t  doesn’t  h a v e  to  
b e  m e . I ’d  be g la d  to  le t so m e b o d y else h a v e  
th e  headache. B u t  w e ’re  he a de d fo r  the can 
th e  w a y  w e  a re  w o r k in g  n o w .”

I  g o t som e sense b a c k  in to  m y  th ic k  head.

“ Y o u  go a h e ad , R o c k y ,”  I  said. ‘ T  w a s  as 
w e t as a r iv e r . Y o u ’re  th e  boss fr o m  n o w  o n ."

E v e r y b o d y  m a d e  m u m b lin g  sounds, lik e  
those y o u  h e a r in  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f a ra d io  
p la y le t, a p p ro v in g  w h a t I 'd  said. A n d  th a t 
w as th e  w a y  w e  m e t C ris is  N u m b e r  O n e . 
T h e r e  w e re  to be p le n ty  m o re .

A S  T H E  practise sessions w e n t o n , th re e  
stars—if  y o u  c o u ld  ca ll th e m  th a t— 

em e rge d fro m  o u r n o n d e s c rip t ra n k s . R o c k y  
w a s on e , o f course, an d th e  o th e r w e re  K .  P .  
Ju r g e s  a n d  M e l R o ra g e n . K .  P .  m ig h t h a v e  
e a rn e d  his n ic k n a m e  b y  w o r k in g  in  th e  
k itc h e n , sw e atin g  o u t e x tr a  d u t y  as co m p a n y 
p u n is h m e n t, b u t  h e  w as a n a tu r a l fo o tb a ll 
ce n te r.

A n d  M e l w as a b ig  D a n e — ye a h , I  said 
D a n e  in  spite o f his nam e— w h o  w as a to u g h  
fu llb a c k  to  sto p, once he  g o t his p ian o  legs 
c h u rn in g . A t  least, h e  w a s a to u g h  m a n  fo r  
th e  re st of us to  stop. W h e n  w e  got a gam e, 
w e  re a lize d , w e  m ig h t fin d  o u t th a t it  w as 
th e  fa ct th a t w e  w e re  p o o r tac kle rs th a t m ade 
M e l lo o k  so h o t.

R o c k y  w as o u r r u n n in g , passing, k ic k in g  
b a c k  a n d  he  called th e  p la y s . T h e  o n ly  
tro u b le  w it h  R o c k y  w a s th a t he w o u ld n ’ t  
call fo r  h im s e lf to  c a r ry  th e  b a ll o r pass 
e n o u g h . H e  w a s a fra id  w e ’d  t h in k  h e  w as 
h o g g in g  th e  b a ll u n til  w e  to ld  h im  fo r  the 
lo v e  o f m u d  to  do as m u c h  w o r k  as he  co u ld 
w ith o u t e x h a u s tin g  h im se lf.

I  w a s p u t  in  th e  tackle  spot, w h ic h  w as a ll 
r ig h t  w it h  m e . I  h a d  s o rt o f fa n c ie d  m y s e lf 
as a b a c k , b u t I  to o k  R o c k y ’s w o r d  fo r  i t  th a t 
I  w a s a b e tte r tac kle  a n d  I  soon fo u n d  o u t 
I  w a s. I  g o t to  be a  p r e tty  good c o u n try  
ta c k le  b e fo re  I  g o t th ro u g h .

W e  w e re n ’ t  lo n g  in  fin d in g  o u t th a t th e  
schedule w e ’d a rra n g e d  fo r  ourselves w as 
to u g h . A t  firs t, o f course, w e  w e re  a ll ca rrie d 
a lo n g  b y  th e  flu sh o f en thusiasm  th a t comes 
w it h  a n y  n e w  v e n tu re — I  w as e ve n  e n th u s i
astic a b o u t the A r m y  w h e n  I  w as a re c ru it— 
b u t  as tim e  w e n t o n  th a t en thusia sm  s o rt o f 
w ilte d  u n d e r th e  h o u rs  a n d  h o u rs  o f w o r k , 
classroom , fie ld a n d  fo o tb a ll.

S e v e ra l fe llo w s  fe ll b y  th e  w a y s id e , b u t 
th e y  w e n t th e  r ig h t w a y . T h e y  saw  th e y  
c o u ld n ’t  k e e p  u p  in  th e ir classes a n d  p la y  
fo o tb a ll, so th e y  w e n t to  R o c k y  a n d  q u it. W e  
a ll w is h e d  th e m  lu c k  a n d  ho pe d th e y ’d  be 
b a c k , a n d  w e  m e a n t i t . W i t h  th e  size o f o u r 
sq u a d , th e  loss o f e v e r y  m a n  w as a b lo w —  
especially w h e n  o u r best e n d , M a u r y  K a d is h , 
h a d  to  t u r n  in  his n u m b e r— b u t i t  w as b e tte r
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th a t w a y  th a n  to h a ve  some in s tru c to r go to 
P r e x y  T a i t  a n d  h a v e  the O l d  M a n  b lo w  the 
five  o ’clock w h istle  on the w h o le  te am .

W e  stru g g le d  alon g w ith  w h a t w e  h a d  an d 
w e k e p t o u r eyes o n  the ca le n da r, w a tc h 
in g  the date o f S e p te m b e r 1 7 t h  w ith  n o t too 
m u c h  pleasure. T h a t  w as th e  d a y  o f the 
first gam e M e l R o ra g e n  h a d  a rra n g e d . W e  
w e re  supposed to  m e e t R e e d  A g r ic u ltu r a l on 
th a t a fte rn o o n , p ro v id e d , o f course, w e  had

his s tu ff. T h e y ’re  n o t as h e a v y  as w e  are, 
b u t th e y  w o r k  sm oother w h e n  th e y ’ re r u n 
n in g  signals. I  co u ld n ’ t te ll a n y th in g  fro m  
the scrim m ages.”

“ W e ll ,”  w e asked, “ w h a t’s y o u r  o pinion 
a b o u t o u r chances of p u ttin g  u p a decent 
sh o w in g ? ”

“ I  d u n n o ,”  C u r le y  a d m itte d . “ A b o u t  f i f t y -  
f i ft y , I ’d s a y .”

T h a t  w as a gre at h e lp , w a sn ’t  it? W e  d is -
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a team  b y  th a t tim e w h ic h  could p u t on a 
cre ditab le  pe rfo rm a n ce . T h e  R e e d  club 
b o o ke d the gam e w ith  the u n d e rsta n d in g  
th a t it w o u ld  be called o ff on t w e n t y -fo u r  
h o u rs ’ notice if w e  decided w e  w e re n ’t  re a d y .

T h e  day before the R e e d  gam e came 
a ro u n d  and w e  had a m eetin g to vo te  on 
w h e th e r to go ahead o r cancel the gam e. 
W e  h a d  sent C u r le y  H ig g in s , w h o  w as o u t 
w it h  a bad a n k le , o v e r to R e e d  to size u p 
th e  A g g ie  squad in practise an d re p o rt ba ck, 
b u t th a t w a sn ’ t  m u c h  he lp .

“ T h e y ’v e  got a re g u la r coach,”  C u r le y  said. 
" O n e  o f the teachers, b u t he seems to  k n o w

cussed the situation as so le m n ly as a U n ite d  
N a tio n s  conclave a n d  fin a lly  p u t it to a vo te . 
I t  w as a tig h t squ e ak, b u t the a ffirm a tive  
side w o n . W e  k e p t o u r fingers crossed w h e n  
w e  tra v e lle d  to R e e d  A g r ic u ltu r a l th a t S a t
u r d a y  a fte rn o o n  in a couple of stake tru c k s .

W E  D O  get w e e ke n d  bre a ks at K l a -  
m u th . O f  course, the live  stock has 

to be cared fo r  and there are o th e r jobs tha t 
need te n d in g , b u t th e re  are no classes a fte r 
S a tu r d a y  noon a n d  n o  field w o r k  u n til  M o n 
d a y m o rn in g . S o  a sizeable b u n ch  w e n t to  
R e e d  w ith  us. A n d  P r e x y  T a i t  w as one o f
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th e  firs t w e  s a w  o n  th e  sidelines w h e n  w e  
cam e o u t o f th e  R e e d  g y m  b e fo re  th e  ga m e .

I  guess a ll o f us w ish e d  r ig h t  th e n  th a t 
w e ’d  fo llo w e d  o u r  u n s p o k e n  in c lin a tio n  a n d . 
ca lle d o ff th is  gam e . W e  k n e w  w e  w e r e n ’t  
r e a d y  a n d  w e  k n e w , also, th a t i f  w e  dis
graced o u rselves in  this little  tea p a r ty  
th e re ’d  be n o  m o re  gam es.

T h a t  h a d  been T a i t ’ s w a r n in g  a n d  h e  w as 
n o t one to  sa y so m e thin g h e  d id n ’t m e a n . H e  
m ig h t b e  sm ilin g  as he  ta lk e d  w it h  the h e a d  
o f R e e d  A g r ic u lt u r a l , b u t  h e  w o u ld n ’t  be 
sm ilin g  w h e n  h e  sa w  us get pushed a ro u n d  
th e  fie ld  lik e  the b u n c h  o f du bs w e  r e a lly  
w e re .

W e  w e n t th r o u g h  o u r  w a r m -u p  d r ill  a n d  
trie d  n o t to lo o k  a t the R e e d  clu b  w h e n  it  
cam e o u t o n  th e  fie ld . C u r le y  m ig h t h a v e  
said th e y  w e re  sm a lle r th a n  w e , b u t  th e y  
c e rta in ly  d id n ’t  lo o k  lik e  refugees fr o m  
M o o n e y ’s M id g e ts . A n d  th e y  h a d  a k ic k e r  
w h o  sent p u n ts  so a rin g fo r  w h a t lo o k e d  lik e  
a h u n d r e d  y a rd s  w it h  each t r y .

W e  fin ishe d u p  o u r p re -g a m e  p la y  actin g 
a n d  w e n t to  th e  sidelines, w h e re  R o c k y  got 
u s to g e th e r.

“ L is t e n , g u y s ,”  he  said. “ W e  d o n ’t  w a n t to 
t r y  to o  h a r d , ju s t because th is  gam e m eans 
so m u c h . I f  w e  o v e rd o  th e  o ld  college t r y  
w e 'll  p ro b a b ly  press to o  m u c h  a n d  m a k e  
apes o u t o f ou rse lve s. T a k e  it  e a sy.”

A n d  he  w a s p ro b a b ly  th e  m o st n e rv o u s  
g u y  o n  th e  squ a d.

“ T h e y  lo o k  a w fu l sm o o th o u t th e re ,”  som e
b o d y  said.

“ P r e -g a m e  s tu ff doesn’t  m e a n  a  th in g ,”  
R o c k y  said, t r y in g  to  so u n d lik e  h e  m e a n t 
i t . “ W e ’v e  g o t th e  w e ig h t a n d  w e  k n o w  
e n o u g h  basic p la y s  to  g e t a lo n g . M a y b e  w e ’ll  
g e t a b r e a k . B u t  e ve n  if  w e  d o n ’ t , le t ’s give  
th e  O l d  M a n  a good gam e . H e  said h e  d id n ’t  
d e m a n d  w in s , ju s t  a  good t r y . W e ll , w e  can 
g iv e  h im  th a t.”

H e  w e n t o u t to  shake han ds w it h  th e  
R e e d  captain  a n d  call th e  flip . R e e d  w o n  a n d  
elected to  k ic k  o ff. W e  tro tte d  o u t in to  p o si
tio n , e v e r y  one o f u s, I  guess, w is h in g  he  
w e re  som eplace else.

T h e r e  a re  a lo t o f th in g s I  re m e m b e r 
th in k in g  w h ile  I  w as w a itin g  fo r  th e  k ic k 
o ff. T h e  R e e d  ro o tin g  section h a d  cheer 
leaders a n d  re g u la r o rg a n ize d  ye lls  a n d  o u r 
b u n c h  w as ju s t a scram ble o f h o lle rs . I  ho p e d  
th a t som e o f o u r co -e ds w o u ld  g e t to g e th e r 
a n d  o rg a n ize  a  c h e e r-le a d e r squ a d fo r  o u r 
n e x t  gam e— if th e re  w a s a n e x t  ga m e .

I  re m e m b e r I  a lte rn a te ly  h o p e d  th e  k ic k 

o ff  w o u ld  com e to  m e  a n d  d re a d e d  th e  
th o u g h t th a t it  m ig h t. I  h a d  visio n s o f m y 
se lf r u n n in g  th e  le n g th  o f th e  fie ld  a n d  th e n  
I  s a w  m y s e lf fu m b lin g  th e  k i c k -o ff  a n d  le t
tin g  R e e d  re c o ve r.

I t  w as a s u n n y  d a y , r e a lly  to o  w a r m  fo r  
fo o tb a ll, a n d  I  h a d  to  shade m y  eyes to 
w a tc h  th e  R e e d  k ic k e r  r u n  fo r w a r d  to  b o o t 
th e  b a ll. T h e  b a ll w e n t o v e r  m e to w a rd  o u r 
goal lin e  a n d  the R e e d  m e n  w e re  co n ve rg in g  
o n  w h o e v e r h a d  c a u g h t the p ig sk in .

I  w e n t to m y  le ft a n d  th r e w  a b lo c k a t a 
R e e d  r u n n e r . I t  w as a slo p p y b lo c k , b u t  it 
to o k  h im  o ff his fe e t a n d  the ja r  o f th e  col
lision  h e lp e d  m e g e t b a c k  to  n o rm a l,

R o r a g e n  h a d  b e e n  th r o w n  o n  o u r tw e n ty . 
W e  a ll fe lt  b e tte r as w e  w e n t in to  th e  
h u d d le . A t  least, w e  th o u g h t, w e  h a d n ’t  lost 
th e  b a ll o n  th e  firs t p la y . A t  least w e  h a d  
one m a n  w h o  c o u ld  ta k e  a k i c k -o ff  a n d  r u n  
it  b a c k  a fe w  y a rd s .

R o c k y  called fo r  M e l  to ta k e  it  th ro u g h  
ce n te r. B e tw e e n  M e l  an d K . P .  w e  w e n t .f o r  
seven  y a rd s . R o c k y  sent M e l  th ro u g h  again 
a n d  it  w as a firs t d o w n .

W e ll— th is, w e  th o u g h t, w as a ll  rig h t. T h is  
w a s apple p a n  d o w d y  fo r  us, to  say n o th in g  
o f s h o o -fly  p ie . T h e  K l a m u t h  ro o te rs th o u g h t 
so, to o . T h e y  w e re  m a k in g  q u ite  a ra c k e t as 
th e  lin e m e n  ca rte d th e ir  sticks to  th e  n e w  
po sitio n .

R o c k y  called h im s e lf a r o u n d  r ig h t e n d , 
m y  side o f th e  lin e . I  w e n t fo r  th e  oppo sitio n  
ta c kle  a n d  m issed h im  c o m p le te ly. R o c k y  
g o t sm o th e re d  a t th e  lin e  o f scrim m age . M e l  
trie d  ce n te r again  a n d  g o t fo u r . B in g  T h o m p 
son speared a t le ft  tackle  a n d  d id n ’t  m a k e  an. 
in c h . R o c k y  w e n t b a c k  to k ic k .

I  m issed m y  b lo c k  a n d  m y  m a n  h u r r ie d  
R o c k y ’s p u n t. I t  w e n t a b o u t t h ir t y  y a rd s  a n d  
w h e n  th a t little  R e e d  sa fe ty m a n  g o t his 
h a n d s o n  th e  b a ll, he  to o k  o ff. F o u r  g u ys  
missed h im  be fo re  I  m a de  a lu c k y  reach a n d  
g o t h im . T h e  b a ll, w h e n  he  fin a lly  h it  the 
d ir t , w as a b o u t one y a r d  b e y o n d  w h e re  it 
h a d  been b e fo re  th e  p u n t—n o t so good.

W e  lin e d  u p  d e fe n s ive ly , w it h  R o c k y  g o in g  
u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  lin e , s w a ttin g  us o n  the 
fa n n y  a n d  te llin g  us to  sta y lo w .

R e e d , w e  d isco ve re d, h a d  a lo t of tr ic k  
s tu ff. T h e y  w e re  fa st b u t , w e  soon fo u n d  
o u t, th e y  w e re  n o t good. W h a te v e r  in s tru c 
to r  coached th e m  e v id e n tly  cam e fr o m  T e x a s , 
th e  h o m e  o f r a z z le -d a z z le  b a ll, w h ic h  is a ll 
r ig h t  w h e n  i t ’s done p r o p e r ly  b u t  is p r e tty  
te rrib le  w h e n  th e  tim in g  is o ff. A n d  R e e d  
h a d  a ll  th e  trim m in g s  e x c e p t tim in g .
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C H A P T E R  H I

Taste o f G lory

ON  T H E  firs t p la y  the A g g ie s  trie d  a 
re ve rse  a fte r jig g lin g  th e ir  lin e  a ro u n d  

lik e  a b u n c h  of chorines. W e  w e re  too d u m b  
to  t r y  to keep jig g lin g  a ro u n d  w ith  th e m  
a n d  staye d  opposite o u r o w n  m a n , so the 
a tte m p t to  th r o w  us of? balance d id n ’t  w o r k . 
W e  ju s t stood th e re  a n d  w h e n  th e  p la y  fin a lly  
got sta rte d , th e re  w e  w e re .

W e  stopped th a t p la y  fo r a gain  of a b o u t 
a  yax-d a n d , w h e n  th e y  starte d  jig g lin g  on 
th e  n e x t  p la y , w e  still stood th e re . I t  m u st 
h a ve  been a g g ra v a tin g  to the o th e r fe llo w s, 
w h o ’d  spen t so m u c h  tim e  le a rn in g  those 
steps, b u t it  w o r k e d  a ll r ig h t fo r  us.

O n  fo u r th  d o w n  R e e d  trie d  a pass, a n d  if 
i t  h a d  been a n y w h e re  n e a r th e  re ce ive r th e y  
w o u ld  h a v e  scored, because w e  d id n ’t  ha ve  
a m a n  w ith in  tw e n ty  fe e t o f h im . B u t  the 
pass w as a b o u t tw e n t y  fe e t fr o m  the re c e ive r, 
so th a t w as all rig h t.

W e  se ttle d d o w n , th e n , g a in in g  m o re  con
fidence w it h  each p la y . I t  w as M e l th ro u g h  
th e  c e n te r, R o c k y  a ro u n d  the e n d , M e l 
th r o u g h  th e  center a n d  p u n t. R o c k y  w as 
g e ttin g  his p u n ts of? n o w , a n d  he w as g e ttin g  
b e tte r distance th a n  th e  R e e d  k ic k e r.

T h a t  gam e m u s t h a v e  been th e  w o r ld ’s 
d u lle st to  e v e r y b o d y  b u t  us. T o  us, it  w as 
th e  m o st c ru cia l fo o tb a ll e n co u n te r e ve r 
staged, a n d  if th e  h e a t slow e d e v e ry b o d y  to 
a  w a lk  a n d  th e  m istakes b o th  sides m ade 
w o u ld  h a v e  sent a b o n a  fide fo o tb a ll e x p e rt 
r a v in g  to  a pa d d e d  cell, it  d id n ’t  m a ke  a n y  
differen ce.

W e  w e re  p la y in g  fo r  th e  life  o f o u r p r e 
cious fo o tb a ll te am . W e  w e re  p la y in g  to 
ke e p a ll those h o u rs  o f e x tr a  w o r k  fr o m  
going fo r  n a u g h t. W e  w e re  p la y in g  o u r v e r 
sion o f a good gam e because th e re  w as a 
le a n -fa c e d  m a n  o n  th e  sidelines w h o  h a d  
w a rn e d  us th a t if w e  disgraced K la m u t h , 
the re  ju s t w a sn ’t  go in g to b e  a n y  m o re  fo o t
b a ll a t K la m u t h .

I f  w e  d id n ’ t  disgrace K l a m u t h  th a t a fte r 
n o o n , i t  w a s  o n ly  because R e e d  A g r ic u lt u r a l  
disgraced R e e d . W e  flo u n d e re d  a ro u n d  d o 
in g  e v e ry th in g  w r o n g , a n d  R e e d  flo u n d e re d  
alon g w it h  us o n ly  m o re  so. O n c e  in  a w h ile  
R e e d  w o u ld  get o v e r  th e  m id fie ld  s trip e  a n d  
h a v e  th e  b a ll in  o u r  t e r r it o r y , a n d  th e n  t h e y ’d  
p r o m p tly  fu m b le .

W e  g o t in to  R e e d ’s b a c k  y a r d  a  cou ple o f 
tim es a n d  lost th e  b a ll o n  d o w n s , a fte r o u r 
atte m pts a t fie ld goals w e n t w id e  b y  m a rg in s 
th a t h o n e s tly  co u ld be called “ c o n sid e rab le .”

T h e  gam e dra g g e d  o n . T h e  h e a t got w o rse . 
A c c o r d in g  to  the b o o k , th a t lig h te r R e e d  
team  sho u ld h a v e  b e n e fitte d  b y  th e  unseason
able w e a th e r, b u t th e y  d id n ’t  seem  to . T h e y  
h a d  decided u p o n  an a e ria l gam e b y  th e n  
an d th e y  w e re  flin g in g  passes o n  e v e r y  d o w n . 
T h e y  com pleted fo u r  o u t of n in e te e n  b y  
a ctua l c o u n t, a n d  o n ly  one of those fo u r  
com pleted heaves w as good fo r  a firs t d o w n .

A l l  o f us w e re  fe e lin g  p r e tty  w e ll b e a t u p  
b y  the m id d le  o f th e  last q u a rte r. I  th in k  
a n y  one o f us w o u ld  h a v e  been v e r y  h a p p y  
to h a ve  settled r ig h t th e re  fo r a scoreless 
tie— a t least I  k n o w  I  w o u ld  h a ve  been glad 
to , a n d  h a v e  th o u g h t I .  ha d been g ive n  a 
b a rg a in . T im e  w as r u n n in g  o u t w h e n  it  
hap p e n e d . I  got to be a h e ro .

I t  h a ppe n e d this w a y . R e e d  h a d  the b a ll 
on th e ir o w n  t w e n t y -f o u r  y a r d  lin e , th ir d  
d o w n . T h e  R e e d  q u a rte r to o k  th e  b a ll a n d  
faded b a ck fo r one o f th e  in e v ita b le  passes. 
T h e  m a n  assigned to m e ga ve  a h a lf-h e a r te d  
lu rc h  in  m y  d ire c tio n  and flatte n e d  to the 
t u r f  w ith  a n  e xh a u ste d  sigh. I  lu m b e re d  
th ro u g h  th e  lin e , d ra g g in g  m y  fe e t in  the 
gen eral d ire ctio n  o f the fa d in g  b a ck.

H e  c o u ld n ’t  fin d  a re ce ive r— n o t th a t he  
co u ld h a v e  h it  th e  re c e ive r if  he  h a d  fo u n d  
one stan d in g alone w it h  a bu she l b a ske t in  
his h a n d s. H e  do d g e d  this w a y  a n d  th a t 
an d I  tra m p e d  a fte r h im , h o p in g  h e ’d  th r o w  
the b a ll a w a y  so I  c o u ld  stop r u n n in g . H e  
d id , fin a lly — s tra ig h t in to  m y  arm s.

FO R  a lo n g  second, I  h a d  tro u b le  re a lizin g  
w h a t h a d  hap p e n e d . T h e n  I  h e a rd  th e  

squeals o f the gals in  th e  K la m u t h  stands 
a n d  I  decided th a t I ’ d m ade an in te rc e p tio n .
I  tu rn e d  to w a r d  th e  R e e d  go a l a n d  began 
to  r u n  fa ste r th a n  I  h a d  e ve r th o u g h t possible.

I ’m  n o  speed m e rc h a n t a t best, m y  legs 
be in g a b o u t as th ic k  a n d  s lo w  as m y  h e a d , 
a n d  I  w a s k n o c k e d  o u t b y  the h e a t w h e n  
I  in te rce p te d  th a t pass. B u t  w h e n  I  tu cke d  
th a t b a ll u n d e r m y  a rm , I  fo u n d  a p a ir of 
w in g s s u d d e n ly a tta che d to  m y  heels.

I  g a llo pe d, I  ca n te re d, I  fle w . I  w as m a k in g  
tim e  th a t w o u ld  h a v e  been respectable a t 
the M illro s e  G a m e s  in  the 1 0 0 -y a r d -d a s h  
w h e n  I  ra m b le d  o v e r th e  R e e d  goal lin e . 
O n c e  o v e r , I  fe ll fla t o n  m y  face a n d  stayed 
th e re  fo r  a w h ile .

I  w as q u ite  th e  b o y , th e n . T h e  o th e r g u ys
f

It
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g a th e re d  a ro u n d  m e  a n d  h a m m e re d  m e  o n  
m y  ach in g  b a c k  a n d  to ld  m e  w h a t sw e ll s tu ff 
th a t w a s. I  m a n age d to  stag ge r o u t to  w a tc h  
o u r  t r y  fo r  e x tr a  p o in t go w id e  b y  a  good 
fiv e  fe e t a n d  th e n  I  w a b b le d  u p  th e  field to 
g e t re a d y  fo r  th e  n e x t  k ic k -o ff .

T h e  gam e ended n o t lo n g  a fte r th a t, w ith  
th e  score 6— 0. W h e n  th e  last g u n  w e n t o ff, 
n in e  m e n  o u t o f th e  K la m u t h  e le ve n  sat 
d o w n , th e n  la y  d o w n  a n d  fo u g h t fo r  b re a th . 
M a y b e  so m e b o d y re m e m b e rs the c ro w d  o f 
ro o te rs stre am in g  d o w n  o n to  the fie ld  an d 
h a lf-c a r r y in g  u s to w a rd  th e  R e e d  g y m , b u t 
I  d o n ’ t.

W e  w e re  s lo w ly  c lim b in g  in to  o u r  clothes, 
fe e lin g  th e  bru ises a n d  sprains th a t w o u ld  
b e  m u c h  w o rse  th e  n e x t  d a y , w h e n  a R e e d  
stu d e n t cam e in  th e  lo c k e r ro o m  a n d  asked 
w h o  o u r m a n a g e r w a s. S o m e b o d y  pushed 
M e l  R o ra g e n  fo r w a r d  a n d  th e  R e e d  fe llo w  
h a n d e d  M e l a slip o f p a p e r. B ig  M e l loo ke d 
d o w n  a t i t  a n d  th e n  a t th e  R e e d  s tu d e n t

“ W h a t’ s this fo r ? ”  h e  asked.
“ I t ’s y o u r  share o f th e  gate re ce ip ts,”  the 

o th e r g u y  said. “ I t  isn ’t  m u c h , b u t  e v e ry  
little  b it  h e lp s, eh?”

H e  w e n t h e h -h e h  w h ile  w e  a ll stare d  a t 
h im . T h e n  h e  m ade w it h  the business o f it 
b e in g  a  “ g re a t g a m e , fe llo w s , a n d  h o pe  w e  
g e t a  chance to  get o u r  re ve n g e  n e x t  y e a r, 
h e h -h e h ”  a n d  w a lk e d  o u t. W e  a ll cro w d e d  
a ro u n d  to  lo o k  a t th e  slip M e l h e ld  in  his 
b ig  ha n ds.

I t  w as a check fo r  e ig h t do lla rs a n d  n in e ty  
cents, so h e lp  m e . A n d  attached to  th e  check 
w a s a state m e n t th a t sho w e d h o w  m a n y  d o l
la rs  h a d  been ta k e n  in  a t th e  gate— m y  good
ness, people a c tu a lly  paid  to  see th a t gam e—  
a n d  h o w  m u c h  th e  re fe re e  had been pa id 
a n d  the u m p ire  a n d  so on.

T h e  balance w as seventeen dollars and 
e ig h ty  cents, w h ic h  h a d  been s p lit tw o  w a y s . 
T h e  check w a s m a de  o u t to  “ T h e  K la m u t h  
C o lle g e  A th le tic  A s s o c ia tio n .”  T h a t , as fa r  
as I  co u ld m a k e  o u t, w as us.

I t  m ig h t so u n d rid ic u lo u s  in  th e  re te llin g , 
b u t  th a t little  check su re m ade us fe e l good. 
N o t  th e  a m o u n t—w e ’d  k ic k e d  in  o v e r th re e  
h u n d r e d  b u c k s  o f o u r o w n  d o u g h  a m o n g  us 
to  get o u r e q u ip m e n t—b u t  th e  fa ct th a t w e  
h a d  o rg a n ize d  a fo o tb a ll te a m  o u t o f n o th in g  
a n d  h a d  practised o n  o u r  o w n  tim e  a n d  h a d  
gone o u t a n d  w o n  o u r  firs t g a m e , b y  h o o k  
o r  c ro o k . N o w  w e  w e re  bein g g ive n  d o u g h , 
d o u g h  th a t w e  c o u ld  t u r n  o v e r  to  th e  col
leg e, fo r  o u r  e ffo rts,

K l a m u t h , lik e  m o st schools, h a d  a  lo t o f

fu n d s . I t  w a s a  y o u n g  school, so w e  d id n ’ t  
h a v e  a  scad o f a lu m n i w h o ’d  g ra d u a te d  a n d  
gone o u t to  b e  m illio n a ire s w h o  c o u ld  w r ite  
checks fo r  b ig  a m o u n ts fo r  th e  school. K l a 
m u th , m a tte r o f fa ct, w o n ’t  p ro d u c e  a m il
lio n a ire  in  its e xistence, i f  i t  holds to  its 
p re se n t system .

W e  K la m u t h  g u ys  a n d  gals d o n ’t  a im  a t the 
re a l h e a v y  su ga r. W e ’re  t r y in g  to le a rn  h o w  
to liv e  so— w a it a m in u te ! T h e r e  I  go again , 
g e ttin g  o ff the tr a c k . I  k e e p  fo rg e ttin g  th a t 
this is a fo o tb a ll s to ry , p u re  an d sim ple—  
a n d  m o re  sim ple th a n  p u re .

A n y w a y , K l a m u t h  h a d  som e fu n d s  th a t 
w e re  set u p  to  h e lp  students w h o  h a d  h a d  a 
p a rtic u la rly  to u g h  r o w  to  hoe b e fo re  th e y  
cam e to th e  college a n d  w h o , p e rh a p s, nee de d 
d o u g h  in  a h u r r y  w h ile  th e y  w e re  in  school—  
sickness a t ho m e  o r d e n ta l w o r k  o r  m a y b e  
a b u m  a p p e n d ix — th in g s lik e  th a t. S o , w e  
decided r ig h t th e n  a n d  th e re , th a t this little  
check w o u ld  go in to  th a t S tu d e n t F u n d  a lo n g 
w ith  a ll checks lik e  it  w e  c o u ld  m a n age  to 
collect.

I  S U P P O S E ,  i f  w e ’d  w a n te d , w e  c o u ld  h a v e  
a rra n g e d  it  so th a t w e  co u ld  h a v e  g o tte n  

th e  m o n e y  w e  sa n k in  th e  e q u ip m e n t b a c k , 
w ith o u t b e in g  accused o f professionalism . 
Pro fe ssio n alism — th a t w o u ld  h a v e  been a h o t 
on e , fo r  m o re  th a n  tw e n ty  m e n  to  be accused 
o f tu rn in g  p r o  fo r  a to ta l o f e ig h t dollars 
a n d  n in te y  cents.

A n y w a y , w e  d id n ’ t  consider it. W e ’d  spent 
o u r  d o u g h  because w e  w a n te d  to  p la y  fo o t
b a ll. W e ’d m a de  u p  a te am  a n d , b y  g o lly , 
w e ’d  w o n  o u r firs t gam e! A n d  w e ’ d  h a d  fu n , 
to o , e ve n  th o u g h  w e  h a d  p la y e d  a te rrib le  
b ra n d  o f b a ll in  h o rrib le  w e a th e r a n d  w e re  
n o w  a  mass o f aches a n d  pains.

E v e n  if  w e  h a d  lost th a t a w fu l gam e it  
w o u ld  h a ve  b e e n  fu n . W e ’d  get o u r m o n e y ’s 
w o r th  o u t o f p la y in g  fo o tb a ll. T h e  S tu d e n t 
F u n d  co u ld  h a v e  w h a te v e r m o n e y  w e  b ro u g h t 
in .

M a y b e  y o u ’ ve  go tte n  th e  idea b y  n o w  th a t 
w e  w e re  a b u n c h  o f s ta r r y -e y e d  idealists o r 
lo n g -h a ir e d  socialists, o r  so m e th in g. W e ll, 
w e  w e r e n ’t  a n d  w e  still a re n ’t  W e  w e re  a n d  
are  a  b u n c h  o f fe llo w s w h o  c o u ld  g rip e  as 
lo u d  as a n y b o d y  w h e n  w e  th o u g h t w e  h a d  
a  g ripe  c o m in g , w h o  lik e d  th e  c o u n try  a n d  
th e  w o r ld  p r e t t y  m u c h  as it w a s a n d  h a d  
n o  inte n tio n s o f ch a n g in g  a n y  o f it  a ro u n d .

B u t  liv in g  a n d  w o r k in g  a t K l a m u t h  g ro u n d  
c e rta in  ideas in to  a m a n  o r a w o m a n , i f  h e  
o r she w e re  re a d y  fo r  th e m  o r b ig  e n o u g h
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t o  accept th e m , a n d  g iv in g  th e  g u y  w h o  w as 
d o w n  a h a n d 'w a s  one o f th o se  accepted ideas. 
T o  h e lp  a less fo rtu n a te  g u y  w a s considered 
a  p riv ile g e  a t K la m u t h  a n d  I ’m  n o t a t all 
su re  i t  w o u ld n ’t be a w o rth w h ile  idea to be 
accepted p r e tty  n e a rly  e v e ry  o th e r place y o u  
c o u ld  m e n tio n .

S o  m u c h  fo r  th a t. B r o th e r  M ik e  is not 
go in g to  lead y o u  in  p r a y e r , so keep y o u r  
seat.

W e  so rt o f s tru tte d  a ro u n d  b a c k a t K l a 
m u th  a fte r th a t first gam e. W e  d id , th a t is, 
u n til  P r e x y  T a i t  gave a little  ta lk  a t su p p e r. 
T h e  fa c u lty  ate w ith  th e  stu de n ts, a t a lon g  
tab le at th e  end o f the ro o m , a n d  a fte r the 
e ve n in g  m eal w e  h a d  w h a t w e  called “ T h e  
K n o c k - A r o u n d ,”  w h e n  a n y b o d y  could get 
u p  a n d  a ir his o r h e r p a rtic u la r g rip e  o r m a ke  
a re co m m e n d a tio n  o r m a yb e  eve n  say som e
th in g  nice a b o u t som ebody else.

A l l  d isc ip lin a ry bets w e re  o ff d u rin g  “ T h e  
K n o c k - A r o u n d .”  A  fe llo w  could get d o w n 
r ig h t abu sive  if he fe lt lik e  i t  and th e  fa c u lty  
w o u ld  n e v e r tag h im  fo r  it. I f  a m a n  w e n t 
o u t o f b o u n d s, th e  o th e r stu de n ts could cool 
h im  o ff la te r a n d  sho w  h im  w h e re  he w a s n ’t 
fly in g  r ig h t, b u t  the fa c u lty  n e v e r b lin k e d  
a n  eye.

W e ll, th a t n ig h t’s K n o c k - A r o u n d  w as 
cra m pe d w ith  a lo t of h o o e y— m o s tly  on the 
p a r t o f the girls—a b o u t w h a t a w o n d e r team  
K la m u t h  h a d  a n d  h o w  e v e r y b o d y  sho u ld 
r a lly  b e h in d  the squad an d all th a t. S o m e  
w it  g o t u p  an d asked if w e ’d received o u r 
b id  to th e  R ose  B o w l y e t— th a t’s fu n n y  n o w , 
eh?— a n d  so m e bo dy else cam e u p  w ith  th e  
suggestion th a t w e  get u p  some o rg a n ize d  
cheering a n d  a ch e e r-le a d e r fo r  the n e x t 
gam e.

M e l an nou n ced th a t w e  w o u ld  m e e t S ta te  
Te a ch e rs the n e x t  S a tu r d a y  a n d  said he 
hoped e v e ry b o d y  w h o  co u ld w o u ld  m a ke

d ie  tr ip . R o c k y  got u p  to th a n k  th e  rest o f ; 
us f o r  a ll the w o r k  w e *d  p u t in  a n d  to th a n k ; 
the stu d e n t b o d y  fo r  th e ir s u p p o rt a n d  to" 
say th a t R e e d  A g g ie  p la y e d  a good clean i 
gam e a n d  to say th a t I  w as one g ra n d  fo o t
ball p la y e r. Y o u ’d h a ve  th o u g h t w e  w e re  ju s t 
w in d in g  u p  an u n b e a te n , u n tie d , u n sc o re d - 
u p o n  season, instead o f ce leb ratin g th e  flu ke  
w in n in g  of the firs t gam e w e  e ve r p laye d !

T h e n  P r e x y  T a i t  got u p  to ta lk .
H e  began s lo w ly , sa yin g  nice thin gs a b o u t 

the school sp irit a n d  com m e n din g th e  team  
fo r  th e ir w o r k . A n d  then  he gave i t  to us.

“ I , ”  he  a n no u n ce d, “ can n ot q u a lify  as a 
fo o tb a ll e x p e rt. A n d  I  re alize  th a t th e  y o u n g  
gen tle m e n  o n  the fo o tb a ll team  d id  n o t h a v e  
m u c h  tim e  to p re p a re  fo r  to d a y ’s gam e.

“ B u t  lest y e u  begin to take  seriously w h a t 
seems to be the gen eral idea th a t w e  h a ve  
one o f the crack team s o f th e  n a tio n , le t m e 
say r ig h t he re  th a t I  h a ve  seldom  if e ve r 
seen a gam e co n tain in g m o re  m ispla ys, m o re  
stu p id  m istakes, m o re  fo o tb a ll sins o f o m is
sion a n d  com m ission th a n  I  saw  to d a y .”

B I N G O — r ig h t b e tw e e n  the eyes—y o u  
co u ld alm ost he a r us deflate in  th e  

silence th a t fo llo w e d  his o pe n ing re m a rk s .
“ T h i s ,”  h e  w e n t o n , “ m a y  seem callous o f 

m e . I  d o n ’t  m e a n  to be c ru e l, b u t I  do m ean 
to be honest, as y o u  should be. M o s t fo o tb a ll 
teams h a ve  a coach, w hose jo b  it  is to g u a rd  
his m e n  against false o p tim ism , o ve rc o n fi
dence a n d  com placency. O u r  team  has n o  
outside coach.

“ M r . M assone is acting coach o f th e  te am , 
a n d  le t m e say r ig h t he re  th a t he has done 
a com m endable jo b  w ith  his m a te ria l. B u t  
M r . M assone can’ t  ta lk  to his fe llo w -s tu d e n ts  
as a re g u la r coach could ta lk  to th e m . T h e r e 
fo re , w ith  the te am ’s perm ission , I ’m  ta k in g

[Turn, page]
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th a t ta s k  u p o n  m y s e lf.”  o v e r  to  R o c k y  w a s im m e n se ly h e lp fu l d u r in g

H e  pau sed. F r o m  d iffe re n t p a rts o f th e  
d in in g  h a ll, m e m b e rs o f th e  te am  ye lle d  a t 
P r e x y  to go a he ad . H e  sm iled a n d  reached 
in to  his p o c k e t to  p u ll o u t a lo n g  slip o f 
p a p e r. H e  lo o k e d  o v e r his glasses a t it.

“ I  h a v e ,”  he a n n o u n c e d , “ jo tte d  d o w n  a 
fe w  o f th e  fa u lts  I  w itn e sse d fr o m  th e  side
lines— fa u lts  w h ic h  I ,  as a person fa r  r e 
m o v e d  fr o m  a n  e x p e r t fo o tb a ll fa n , could 
pe rce ive . T h e y  fo llo w .”

B e lie v e  it  o r n o t, th e  O l d  B o y  jo tte d  d o w n  
so m e thin g a b o u t e v e ry  m a n  w h o  h a d  p la y e d  
th a t a fte rn o o n . F o r  instance, I  changed the 
position o f m y  fe e t a n d shoulders to signal 
w h ic h  side o f th e  lin e  th e  p la y  w as com ing 
th ro u g h . M e l w ip e d  his han ds on his pants 
w h e n  he w a s go in g to  g e t the b a ll.

R o c k y  lo o ke d to w a r d  the e nd he w as going 
fo r  b e fo re  he m o v e d . P .  K .  h a d  been offside 
e ig h t tim es w ith o u t th e  b a ckw o o d s referee 
catchin g h im  m o re  th a n  tw ic e . O llie  B e r g 
stro m  trie d  to  m a k e  e v e r y  tac kle  a shoestring 
jo b . B in g  T h o m p s o n  b a c ke d  a w a y  fr o m  a 
r u n n e r  b e fo re  ta c k lin g , instead o f c ha rgin g. 
E t  cetera.

W e  sat th e re  w it h  o u r  m o u th s open. W e  
a ll h a d  s o rt o f re g a rd e d  P r e x y  T a i t  as a 
m a n  w h o  sat in  his iv o r y  to w e r a n d  con 
su lte d  the plan ets, a n d  h e re  he w as tu rn in g  
o u t to  h a v e  a p r e tty  sharp eye a t p ic k in g  
o u t th e  fa u lts  w e  u n d o u b te d ly  possessed.

W e  sat th e re , tra n s fix e d , u n til  the O l d  B o y  
h a d  fin ishe d th e  list. T h e n  he lo o k e d  u p  w ith  
a  sm ile th a t w a s a lm o st apologetic.

“ I f  M r . M assone w o u ld  lik e  to  h a v e  this 
lis t o f pe rso n al v ie w s ,”  h e  said, m ild ly , “ I ’d 
b e  glad to  g ive  it  to  h im .”

R o c k y  w a s on his fe e t w it h  a b o u n d .
“ S i r ,”  he said, “ w o u ld  y o u  consider spe n d

in g  a fe w  h o u rs a w e e k  in  p e rso n a lly coach
in g  o u r squ a d?”

“ I ’ m  s o r r y , M r . M a s s o n e ,”  he  said, “ an d 
v e r y  fla tte re d , b u t i t  re a lly  w o u ld  be im po s
sible. M y  schedule is v e r y  fu ll  r ig h t n o w  
a n d  a fte r a ll I  h a v e  a ra th e r— a h — e xa lte d  
po sitio n . O n e  w h ic h  m ig h t su ffe r if  m y  s tu 
dents w e re  to  see m e in  sw eat s h irt a n d  fo o t
b a ll p a n ts, e x h o rtin g  some lin e m a n  to ‘sock 
h im  in  th e  m id d le  w it h  th a t sh o u ld e r’ .”

H e  w a ite d  fo r  th e  la u g h te r to  subside.
“ H o w e v e r , I  expe ct to  a tte n d  e v e r y  gam e 

w e  p la y  a n d — ah—w ill  be h a p p y  to  m a ke  
obse rva tio n s a n d  re co m m e n da tio n s as I  see 
th e m .”

T h a t  w as the best w e  co u ld d o , b u t  it  w as 
s o m e th in g . A n d  th e  lis t P r e x y  h a d  tu rn e d

th e  n e x t  w e e k , w h e n  w e  practised. T h e  O l d  
M a n ’s a ttitu d e  w a s h e lp fu l, to o . W e  k n e w  
n o w  th a t a ll w e  h a d  to do w a s to  k e e p  o u r  
grades u p  to  p a r a n d  tu r n  in  a n  e ffo rt each 
w e e k  th a t w as b e tte r th a n  th e  p re ce d in g  
w e e k ’s to  ke e p o u r te am .

C H A P T E R  I V  

Ironing It Out

SO  W E  w o r k e d  lik e d  th e  d e v il. W h e n e v e r 
a n y b o d y  on th e  squad g a ve  th e  w o r d  

th a t he  w as slip p in g , e ith e r in  the classroom  
o r in  th e  fie ld , a couple o f us best q u a lifie d  
to  h e lp  h im  w o u ld  r a lly  r o u n d . P e rs o n a lly , 
I  starte d  to  go so u r in A p p lie d  E c o n o m ic s — 
a lw a y s  m y  bu g a b o o .

I  h a d  o n ly  to  peep be fo re  B in g  a n d  a g u y  
n a m e d  M u r p h y , w h o  w a s n ’t e ven  a m e m b e r 
o f th e  squ a d, w e re  r ig h t beside m e , sh o w in g  
m e w h e re  I  w a s going w r o n g . A n d  because 
M a n n y  W e is b e rg  had ba n g e d  u p  his sh o u ld e r 
p r e tty  b a d ly  in  th e  R e e d  debacle, I  p u t  in  a 
couple of o v e rtim e  h o u rs  g e ttin g his assigned 
w o r k  in  th e  d a ir y  u p  to date.

W e  w o rk e d  o n  th e  practise fie ld , to o . I ’ll 
b e t a lo t of b ig -m o n e y  coaches fo r  h ig h - 
b o tto m  colleges w o u ld  h a ve  g iv e n  th e ir le ft 
h a n d  to h a ve  squads th a t w e re  as w illin g  as 
o u rs . E a c h  m a n  w as to ld  w h a t w as w r o n g  
w ith  h im  an d h a d  to cu re  h im se lf.

I f  y o u  th in k  i t ’s easy to  cu re y o u rs e lf o f th e  
h a b it o f s w itch in g  y o u r  feet a n d  shoulders 
uncon sciou sly to  brace y o u rs e lf fo r  a p la y , 
y o u ’re  w r o n g . I t  to o k m e a couple o f days 
a n d  a lo t o f sw e at to e ve n  m o d ify  th a t bad 
h a b it. I  fin a lly  g o t it  lic k e d  b y  a system  
th a t m ig h t n o t be o r th o d o x , b u t still w o r k e d .

W h e n  I  cam e b a c k  to  the line o u t o f a 
h u d d le , I  began s h iftin g  m y  fe e t a ro u n d  
u n til I  lo o ke d lik e  a ta p  da n ce r. I f  a n y b o d y  
w as going to  w a tc h  m y  fe e t a fte r th a t he w as 
goin g to get d i z z y  t r y in g  to figu re  o u t w h ic h  
w a y  I  w as g o in g . I t  to o k  considerable p ra c 
tise to  tim e  it  so th a t I ’d  be set w h e n  the ba ll 
w e n t b a c k , b u t  I  m a stere d th a t, to o .

W e  a ll w o r k e d  to  iro n  o u t o u r o w n  fa u lts  
a n d  w e  a ll trie d  to h e lp  each o th e r as m u c h  
as w e  c o u ld . T o w a r d  the e nd o f th e  w e e k , 
w e  h a d  a m u c h  s m o o th e r-w o rk in g  squ a d—  
n o t th a t w e  h a d  m u c h  hope o f b e a tin g  S ta te  
Te a c h e rs .
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T h e y  h a d  a fa ir ly  n e w  squ a d— i t  h a d  been 

sta rte d  a b o u t fiv e  ye a rs b e fo re  th e  w a r  a n d  
suspended d u r in g  th e  w a r  ye a rs— b u t  th e y  
p la y e d  some team s o n  th e ir schedule w h o  
w o u ld n ’t  let us c a r ry  w a te r  b u cke ts a n d  th e  
idea of m e e tin g a team  th a t a c tu a lly  tro d  
h a llo w e d  t u r f  w ith  S tate  U n iv e r s it y  sort o f 
a w e d  us.

W e  sent M a n n y  W e isb e rg  “ scou tin g”  th a t 
w e e k . H is  sh o u ld e r k e p t h im  o u t o f practise, 
a n d  M a n n y  tu rn e d  in  a b e tte r jo b  th a n  
C u r le y  H ig g in s  h a d  done. H e  came back 
a n d  to ld  us th a t w h e n  S ta te  Te a ch e rs th re w  
a pass it w as liable to lan d  in th e  hands o f 
th e  in te n d e d  re c e ive r a n d , u n lik e  R e e d  A g 
r ic u ltu ra l, th e  Te a c h e rs w e n t in  m o re  fo r 
p o w e r p la y s , o r, a t least, h a d  concentrated 
o n  stra ig h t lin e  b u cks d u rin g  the practise 
he  h a d  w atch e d .

T h e  lin e  s tu ff, w e  th o u g h t, w o u ld n ’ t be too 
to u g h . W e  had a s tro n g , slow  lin e , sort of 
d u m b  w ith  p le n ty  o f w e ig h t. T h e  passing 
a tta c k  idea w a s n ’t  so good. O u r  idea o f a 
pass defense w as to w a it u n til  the b a ll w as 
in  th e  a ir , lo o k  a ro u n d  to  see w h o  w as going 
to  get i t  a n d  th e n  m a k e  a b e e -lin e  fo r  th a t 
g u y .

A s  a th r o w n  b a ll tra v e ls  faster th a n  a 
r u n n in g  m a n , i t  lo o k e d  as th o u g h  w e  w e re  
g o in g  to  fin d  o u t to o  late w h o  the re ce ive r 
w as goin g to b e . B u t  th e re  w as n o  tim e  to 
do a n y th in g  a b o u t th a t.

W h e n  w e  w o k e  u p  th a t S a tu r d a y  m o rn in g , 
a ll o f us, I  guess, la y  i n  be d an e x tra  couple 
o f m in u te s liste n in g to th e  steady b e a t o f 
ra in  on th e  d o r m ito r y  ro o f. I  d o n ’t  t h in k  
I ’v e  e v e r h e a rd  a sw eeter sound.

W e  h a d  been w o r k in g  m o st o f th e  n ig h t, 
o f course, a n d  h a d  tu rn e d  in  w ith  the ra in  
com ing d o w n  ste a d ily , b u t th e  w in d  h a d  been 
w ro n g  fo r  a p ro lo n g e d  d o w n p o u r th e n . H o w 
e ve r, Ju s t b e fo re  d a w n  th e  w in d  changed 
a n d  it  cam e b e a tin g  in  o u t o f the n o rth ea st 
fo r  w h a t lo o k e d  lik e  a n  o ld -fa s h io n e d  th re e - 
d a y  sto rm —w e  h o pe d.

I t  tu rn e d  o u t to  be ju s t th a t, a n d  d o n ’t 
e v e r t r y  to  te U  m e th a t the little  tin  gods 
w e re n ’t  w a tc h in g  o v e r K la m u t h . T h e  field 
at S ta te  Te a ch e rs th a t a fte rn o o n  w as a cross 
b e tw e e n  a sw a m p  a n d  a po o l o f molasses a n d 
th e  b a ll w as as slick as a greased eel tw o  
m in u te s a fte r th e  k ic k o ff.

T h a t , o f course, b le w  u p  S ta te  Te a c h e rs’ 
passing a tta c k . T h e y  tr ie d  fo u r  passes in  th e  
firs t q u a rte r  a n d  w h e n  w e  m a n age d to  in te r 
cept one— a fte r th e  b a ll h a d  been in  an d o u t 
o f a t least a h a lf  d o ze n  p a irs o f han ds— th e y

decided to  stick to s tra ig h t lin e  p la y s.
T h a t  w as r ig h t d o w n  o u r a lle y . W e  h a d  the 

w e ig h t a n d  o u r slowness d id n ’ t  h u r t  a n d  w e  
shoved th e m  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  fie ld  w ith  M e l 
R o ra g e n  c a rry in g  th e  b a ll th re e  o u t o f five  
p lays. Y o u  c o u ld n ’t tu c k e r o u t M e l if  y o u  
let h im  r u n  e v e ry  p la y an d this w as his d a y 
to go to  to w n .

TH E  ra in  came d o w n  a n d  the m u d  splash
ed u p  in o u r faces a n d  n o b o d y  k n e w  w h o  

a n y b o d y  w as a fte r th e  firs t fe w  m in u te s. 
I t  w as a w a llo w in g  mess o f a gam e. B u t  w e  
w o n  it. W e  th r e w  M e l in to  th e  Te a c h e rs’ 
lin e  fr o m  o u r tw e n ty -fiv e  to  th e ir goal lin e  
and o v e r, r ig h t before the h a lf ended.

I n  th e  th ir d  q u a rte r the Te a c h e rs’ sa fe ty 
m an le t th a t s lip p e ry b a ll th ro u g h  his h a n d s 
on a p u n t and w e  c o ve re d it  on th e ir sixte e n  
an d sent M e l o ve r fo r  o u r second to u c h d o w n . 
W e  missed b o th  conversions, b u t w h y  w o r r y  
a b o u t that?

W h e n  th e  g u n  so u n de d, w e  slogged o ff th e  
field w ith  o u r second s tra ig h t v ic to ry  a n d  a 
b a ttin g  percentage o f 1.000, w h ic h  is p r e tty  
h a rd  to  be a t. U n b e a te n , u n tie d  a n d  unscored 
o n , w e  w e re , a n d  if  w e  h a d  w o n  b o th  gam es 
b y  flukes— one an inte rce ptio n  an d th e  second 
a clo u d b u rst— the re c o rd  books w o u ld n ’ t h a v e  
an e x p la n a to ry  fo o tn o te  a b o u t th a t, could 
they?

P r e x y  T a i t  m ade his re m a rk s  at th e  
K n o c k - A r o u n d  th a t n ig h t b u t  his list w a s n ’t 
as lo n g  as i t  h a d  b e e n  a fte r th e  R e e d  gam e. 
I n  th e  first place i t  h a d  been h a rd  to te ll 
w h ic h  o f the m u d -c o a te d  playe rs w as w h ic h , 
and in  th e  second place i t  h a d  been so m u c h  
M e l R o ra g e n  th ro u g h  th e  m id d le  o f th a t 
line th a t th e  re st o f u s co u ld n ’t  m a k e  too 
m a n y  m istakes.

“ W e  m u s t re a lize , h o w e v e r ,”  T a i t  w o u n d  
u p , “ th a t th e  w e a th e r a n d th e  co n ditio n  o f 
the fie ld  fa v o re d  us this a fte rn o o n . H a d  it  
been a clear d a y  w it h  a firm  fie ld  I  d o n ’t 
d o u b t th e  re su lt w o u ld  h a ve  been q u ite  
d iffe re n t.”

M o r e  o f th e  cold w a te r tre a tm e n t, b u t w e  
d id n ’t  m in d . W e  h a d  tu rn e d  o v e r a check fo r  
m o re  th a n  a h u n d re d  bucks to  the S tu d e n t 
F u n d  because, a lth o u g h  the w e a th e r n a tu 
r a lly  k e p t the c ro w d  d o w n , i t  seemed th a t 
S ta te  Te a c h e rs in c lu d e d  in  th e ir receipts 
a p a rt o f the season tickets th a t students th e re  
signed u p  fo r .

I  w as w o r k in g  in  th e  stables th e  n e x t  d a y —  
S u n d a y — w h e n  B in g  T h o m p s o n  came in , h o l
le rin g  a n d  w a v in g  a n e w spa pe r a ro u n d .
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“ R e a d  th is !”  he  ye lle d  e x c ite d ly . “ W e ’re 

fa m o u s !”
I t  w a s a b ig  c ity  p a p e r an d B in g  tu rn e d  it 

to  th e  sports page. A n d  th e re , in b ig  bla ck 
ty p e , w as th e  h e a d lin e : K L A M U T H ,  A
R E A L L Y  N O N - C O M M E R C I A L  F O O T 
B A L L  T E A M .

W e  dro p p ed  w h a te v e r  w e  w e re  doin g and 
g a th e re d  a ro u n d  w h ile  B in g  read the w h o le  
a rtic le . I t  w as q u ite  a piece, b y -lin e d  b y  one 
o f the biggest nam es in  the sports w r itin g  
fie ld .

T h e  s to ry to ld  a ll a b o u t h o w  w e  had 
s u n k  o u r o w n  d o u g h  fo r  th e  fo o tb a ll e q u ip 
m e n t an d h o w  th e  school w as r im  a n d  h o w  
w e  practised on o u r o w n  tim e — a ll th a t stu ff.

I t  h a d  an accou nt o f th e  R e e d  gam e, s lig h t
l y  colored b u t ba sically tr u e , a n d  it  w e n t on 
to  say w e  deserved to  g e t a lo t o f cre d it fo r 
p r o v in g  in  this d a y  o f h u g e  stadia an d h ig h - 
pressure p u b lic ity , business e x e c u tive  coach
es a n d  gen eral co m m e rcialism , w e  h a d  b u ilt 
a  team  a lo n g  the lines th a t the fo u n d e rs  of 
fo o tb a ll in te n d e d , usin g m ethods th a t w o u ld  
m e e t the a p p ro v a l o f th e  greats o f o ld -tim e  
fo o tb a ll.

" T h e  fo o tb a ll w o r ld ,”  I  re m e m b e r one p a r
a g ra p h  statin g , “ w o u ld  do w e ll to  ke e p its 
e ye  on this little  team  o f tru e  g rid iro n  heroes 
— th e  b o ys w h o  p la y  the gam e because th e y 
lo v e  it , n o t because th e y  h a v e  hopes o f a t
tra c tin g  th e  eye o f a p ro  fo o tb a ll scout— the 
b o y s  w h o  w o r k  o ve rtim e  a t th e ir  re g u la r 
tasks so th e y  m ig h t c a r ry  th e ir little  school’ s 
colors o u t o n to  the b a rre d  tu r f .

“ T h e y ’ll  n e ve r p la y  a B o w l gam e, p ro b a 
b l y , a n d  th e y  n e v e r w ill  a ttra c t record 
c ro w d s, b u t  th e y w ill  a n d  h a ve  injected a 
re fre s h in g  b re a th  o f clean fre sh  a ir in to  an 
a tm osp here th a t to o  o fte n  has been fo u le d  
b y  u g ly  th re ats a n d , som etim es, pro o fs of 
so rd id  com m ercialism  a n d  professionalism  
in  college fo o tb a ll.”

A t  th e  en d o f th e  a rticle , set in  h e a vie r 
ty p e , w as a b rie f s to ry th a t said K la m u t h  
h a d  beaten S ta te  Te a c h e rs, 12— 0 th e  p r e v i
ous d a y .

Y o u  can im ag in e  h o w  th a t set us u p . W e ’d 
h a v e  been som ethin g less th a n  h u m a n  if w e  
h a d n ’t  fe lt  p r e tty  good a b o u t g e ttin g  th a t 
k in d  o f re co g n itio n  fr o m  a b ig  sho t in  the 
sports w r itin g  gam e. W e  trie d  to  la u g h  it 
o ff, b u t  inside o f us w e  to ld  o u rselves th a t, 
b y  g o lly , w e  had w o r k e d  h a r d  a n d  had 
m a de  some o f the sacrifices a n d  m a yb e  w e  
d id  deserve th e  nice thin gs th is  co lum n ist 
h a d  w r itte n  a b o u t us.

LA T E R  w e  fo u n d  o u t th a t R o c k y  h a d  a  
frie n d  in  his h o m e  c ity  w h o  w as o n  

this p a p e r a n d  R o c k y  h a d  w r itte n  h im  a b o u t 
th e  te a m , ju s t in te n d in g  it  as a  c h a tty  le tte r, 
te llin g  h im  a b o u t the R e e d  gam e a n d  a lL  
H is  frie n d  had sho w n  the le tte r to  th e  b ig  
sho t because this p a rtic u la r co lu m n ist w as 
a lw a ys  ta k in g  p o t shots a t the “ fo o tb a ll 
factories” , as he called th e m , an d p ro b a b ly  
w as stu ck fo r  a c o lu m n  th a t d a y , he  ha d 
gone to to w n .

O f  course, if  th e  big shot had h a d  his 
c o lu m n  a ll w r itte n  u p  an d h a d n ’t  been 
scratching fo r  m a te ria l, n o b o d y  e v e r w o u ld  
h a ve  h e a rd  o f K la m u t h ’ s fo o tb a ll te am . B u t  
th a t w as a n o th e r b re a k , a n d  w h o  w e re  w e  
to sneer a t breaks?

T a k in g  th e  lead o f the b ig -s h o t co lu m n ist, 
the state papers p ic k e d  u p  th e  s to ry  a n d  the 
place w as c ra w lin g  w it h  sports w rite rs  on 
M o n d a y . T h e  O l d  M a n  d id n ’t  lik e  it  m u c h , 
I  guess, b u t so lon g  as these re p o rte rs d id n ’t 
in te rfe re  w ith  the ro u tin e , h e  co u ld n ’t  object 
o p e n ly .

O f  course he w as a little  h u r t  w h e n  these 
sports w rite rs  lo o k e d  a t o u r p rize  H e r e fo r d  
b u ll, K l a m u t h ’s K i n  M c M u r te e , d u r in g  th e ir 
to u r  o f the place an d said: “ T h a t ’s a lo tta  
ste ak , b ro th e r!” , b u t  he w as a philosop hical 
g e n t an d sm iled it o ff.

I t  w as w h ile  the sports w rite rs  w e re  w a tc h 
in g  u s practise an d ta lk in g  to some o f us 
th a t I  m e t H ild a .

E v e r  h e a r o f a g irl—a little  g ir l, five  feet 
tw o , w ith  b la c k  h a ir a n d  b r o w n  eyes a n d  a 
m in ia tu re  V e n u s  b u ild — co ve rin g  fo o tb a ll 
fo r  a big d a ily  paper? I  n e ve r d id  u n til  I  
m e t H ild a . I  lea rn e d la te r th a t she w as the 
d a u g h te r o f one of the biggest coaches in 
the M id w e s t a n d  she h a d  p ra c tic a lly -g ro w n  
u p  o n  th e  sidelines o f a fo o tb a ll fie ld .

S h e  k n e w  m o re  fo o tb a ll th a n  a lo t o f h ig h ly  
to u te d  e xp e rts an d she w as a good n e w spa pe r 
w o m a n  to o . S h e ’d h a d  a stru g g le  to  get 
he rse lf accepted as a fo o tb a ll w r ite r , b u t 
w h e n  she p ro v e d  th a t she co u ld  get a lo t 
m o re  o u t o f a b ig , d u m b  g u a rd  o r a h ig h - 
s tru n g , n e rv o u s  h a lfb a c k ju s t b y  g iv in g  th e m  
th e  old o n e -tw o  w ith  those b ro w n  eyes, she 
ea rn e d he rse lf a place in th e  press b o xe s of 
p r e tty  n e a r ly  e v e r y  b ig  gam e in  th e  c o u n try . 
A n d  she h a d n ’t  had to p la y  eyesies w it h  th e  
sports edito rs to  get th e re , e ith e r.

W e  h a d  finished practise a n d  w e re  t r y in g  
to  a n sw e r the questions th e y  w e re  th ro w in g  
a t us w h e n  H ild a  c u t m e o u t fr o m  th e  h e rd  
a n d  starte d h e r o w n  q u iz  p ro g ra m . I  a n sw e r
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ed w h a t I  co u ld  a n d  to ld  h e r  she’ d  b e tte r 
a s k  R o c k y  a b o u t th e  o th e rs, b u t  she ju s t 
w r in k le d  h e r little  nose a t th a t suggestion.

“ R o c k y ’s g iv in g  th e  sam e a n sw e rs to  e v 
e r y b o d y  else,”  she said. “ I  w a n t som ethin g 
d iffe r e n t  I  t h in k  I ’ll  concentrate o n  one 
m e m b e r o f th e  te a m  a n d  y o u ’re  i t .”

I  shied a w a y  lik e  a g id d y  c o lt, b u t in  th e  
e n d  I  le t h e r k n o w  e v e ry th in g  she w a n te d  
to  k n o w . S h e  w as a m ig h ty  pe rsu asive  
ta lk e r , w a s H ild a , an d b e fo re  I  k n e w  it , I ’d 
g iv e n  h e r the s to ry  o f m y  life , com plete 
w it h  th e  tale  o f h o w  I  w o n  th e  S ilv e r  S ta r . 
L o r d  k n o w s , I ’d  n e v e r  to ld  a n y b o d y  a b o u t 
that be fo re — w h ic h  goes to  sh o w  y o u  w h a t 
a  g ir l w it h  b r o w n  eyes a n d  a cute little  snub 
nose can do w h e n  she sets h e r m in d  to  it.

I ’d  b e e n  th ro u g h  the m ill in  m y  d a y  a n d  
I  h a d  th o u g h t th a t I  w as d a m e -p r o o f. I  h a d  
to ld  m y s e lf th a t I  h a d  too m u c h  w o r k  to  do 
to  get w h e re  I  w a n te d  to  go w ith o u t b o th e r
in g  m u c h  a b o u t gals. O f  course th e re  w as 
M a rc ia  R o m n e y , b u t  she w as ju s t a n o th e r 
c o -e d  w h o m  I ’d  ta k e n  to  a couple of dances 
a n d  h a d  a couple o f cam pus dates w it h , b e 
cause she d id n ’ t seem to  m in d  a n  u g ly  puss 
w ith  its b ro k e n  nose, b u t M a rc ia  d id n ’t  r e a lly  
m e a n  a n y th in g . W e  w e re  good frie n d s , t h a t ’s 
a fl.

B u t  th is  w o m a n  sports w r it e r , this H ild a , 
h it  m e  r ig h t in  the solar p le x u s  th e  firs t 
tim e  I  saw  h e r. I  d id n ’t  a d m it i t  to  m y s e lf 
th a t firs t a fte rn o o n . I t  w as som e tim e  la te r, 
i n  fa c t, th a t I  ga ve  in  a n d  to ld  m y s e lf th a t I  
w a s in  lo v e  w ith  th e  gal.

C H A P T E R  V  

The W om an o f It

TH A T  w a s n ’t  so lon g a fte r th e  firs t tim e  
I  saw  h e r  a t th a t, com e to  th in k  a b o u t it. 

I t  w as r ig h t  a fte r th e  S ta te  gam e.
H ild a  r e a lly  a rra n g e d  th a t gam e a lth o u g h  

she n e v e r  to o k  a n y  cre d it fo r  th e  jo b . A n y 
b o d y  w h o  w o u ld  h a v e  to ld  us th a t w e  w o u ld  
b e  p la y in g  S ta te  U n iv e r s it y  o n  the th ir d  
gam e o f o u r first season w o u ld  h a ve  been 
lab ele d  n u ts . B u t  w e  d id , a n d  this is h o w  it  
hap p e n e d .

W e  h a d  a n  o pen date th e  S a tu r d a y  a fte r 
th e  S ta te  Te a c h e rs ga m e . M e l  h a d  scouted 
a ro u n d , b u t  th e  best he  h a d  b e e n  able to  
com e u p  w it h  w as a n  o pen o ffe r fr o m  th e  
F o r e s tv ille  T ig e r s  a n d  th e y  w e re  a  b u n c h

o f s e m i-p r o ’s, in  a m a n n e r o f spe a kin g. I  
m e a n , th e y  passed th e  h a t b e tw e e n  th e  ha lve s 
a n d  d iv v ie d  u p  th e  collection a m o n g  th e m .

W e  w e re  serious e n o u g h  a b o u t o u r fo o tb a ll 
b y  th a t tim e  to  steer a w a y  fr o m  a n y  p r o 
fessionalism , so w e  tu rn e d  d o w n  th e  o ffe r. 
I ’v e  a lw a y s  w o n d e re d  w h a t w o u ld  h a v e  
h a ppe n e d if  w e  h a d  p la y e d  the F o r e s tv ille  
T ig e rs  th a t S a tu r d a y  a fte rn o o n . I  d o n ’t  k n o w  
e x a c tly  w h y , b u t I ’v e  a lw a y s  h a d  th e  fe e lin g  
th a t those g u ys  w o u ld  h a v e  w a llo p e d  th e  
ta r o u t o f us a n d  th a t w o u ld  h a ve  been th e  
end o f K l a m u t h  C o lle g e  in  th e  headlines.

W it h  th e  F o re s tv ille  gam e tu rn e d  d o w n  
w e  h a d  a free S a tu r d a y  a n d  I  d o n ’t  th in k  
a n y  o f u s w e re  h e a rtb ro k e n  a b o u t th e  fa c t, 
e ith e r. T h a t  w as b e fo re  W e s tm o re  U .  w as 
q u a ra n tin e d  because o f a n  o u tb re a k  o f spinal 
m e n in g itis . T h a t  w as a n o th e r b re a k , i f  a  
p r e tty  g rim  one, th a t h e lp e d  u s o n  o u r w a y .

W e s tm o re  w as b o o k e d  to  p la y  S ta te  th a t 
S a tu r d a y  a n d , w h e n  th e  q u a ra n tin e  w as 
clam ped d o w n , th e y  h a d  t o  cancel th e  gam e. 
O f  course it  w as too late  fo r  S ta te  to b o o k  
a n o th e r gam e in  th e ir  stratospheric lea gu e , 
so th e y 'w e r e  slated to be idle th a t w e e k , to o .

L i t t l e  H ild a  spo tte d th e  s e t-u p  a n d  w e n t 
to  w o r k . S h e  b ra ce d S ta te  w it h  th e  idea o f 
p la y in g  K l a m u t h , a ll proceeds to  go to  th e  
R e d  C ro s s , as a so rt o f a fo o tb a ll o d d ity . T h e  
people a t S ta te  m u s t h a ve  h o o te d  a p le n ty 
w h e n  she firs t e x p la in e d  h e r idea b u t, as 
I ’ve  m e n tio n e d , H ild a  w as a p r e tty  co n vin c 
in g  ta lk e r.

S ta te  fin a lly  g a ve  in  a n d  said o k a y  a fte r—  
as I  h e a rd  la te r— H ild a  ha p p e n e d  to  m e n tio n  
the fa ct th a t S ta te  still w as w e a rin g  a b la c k  
e ye  fo r  re fu s in g  to go th ro u g h  w it h  a post 
season gam e one season fo r  a U .  S . O .  ben efit 
a fte r she h a d  fo u g h t lik e  m a d  fo r  a B o w l 
b id . I  d o n ’t  guess H ild a  said as m u c h  in  so 
m a n y  w o rd s , b u t I ’v e  an idea she sort o f 
h in te d  th a t if  S ta te  tu rn e d  th u m b s  d o w n  on 
this p ro p o sitio n , the h e a t w o u ld  be o n  a gain .

A n y w a y , S ta te  said yes a n d  H ild a  raced 
h e r fiv e  fe e t tw o  u p  to  o u r place, as h o t as 
a tw o -d o lla r  pistol o v e r h e r idea. F i r s t , she 
h a d  to  convince R o c k y  th a t w e  w o u ld  be 
m assacred in  a good cause a n d  th e n  she h a d  
to go to  w o r k  o n  P r e x y  T a i t . T a i t  k e p t sh a k
in g  his h e a d  a n d  m a in ta in in g  sto lid ly  th a t he 
w o u ld  n o t p e rm it K l a m u t h  to  b e  m a de  
rid ic u lo u s o n  the fo o tb a ll fie ld .

T h e  m o re  o fte n  h e  said n o , th e  m o re  o fte n  
H ild a  reached in to  h e r ba g o f a rg u m e n ts to  
come u p  w it h  a  n e w  o n e . T h e  in te r v ie w  
lasted fo r  tw o  h o u rs  a n d  H i l d a  cam e o u t o f
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th e  P re s id e n t's  office w e a rin g  a  g rin  of 
tr iu m p h .

S o  w e  w e re  b o o k e d  to  p la y  S tate — K la m u t h  
p la y in g  S ta te !

O f  course th e  papers m ade a b ig  h o lle r 
a b o u t th e  w h o le  th in g  a n d  the s to ry  was 
p ic k e d  u p  e lsew here. A l l  th e  colum nists 
la u d e d  o u r courage a n d  called u s m a r ty rs  
to  a splen did cause. W e  w e n t o n  the field 
th e  n e x t S a tu r d a y  a fte rn o o n , h a lf expe ctin g 
to  fin d  N e r o  sittin g  in  a b o x  a n d a b u n ch  
o f lions a t th e  o th e r e nd o f the h u g e  stad iu m .

A S  W E  cam e o u t o f th e  fie ld house, w h ic h  
w as h a lf again as big as th e  biggest 

b u ild in g  a t K la m u t h , n o t co u n tin g  b a m s , 
H ild a  w as w a itin g  beside th e  concrete ra m p  
th a t led to  th e  field. H e r  eyes w e re  shin in g 
a n d  she w as b u b b lin g  o v e r w ith  e xc ite m e n t, 
a ll hepped u p  o v e r th e  tu r n o u t th a t this 
w e ir d  gam e h a d  a ttra cte d.

T h e  b ig  sta d iu m  w as alm ost fu ll  a t game 
tim e , be lie ve  i t  o r n o t, a n d  th e  sigh t o f those 
packe d thousands w as e nough to  g ive  b e tte r 
m e n  th a n  w e  stage fr ig h t. W e  clacked u p  the 
ra m p  an d stopped a t th e  to p , a m ig h ty  little  
b u n c h  o f g u y s , com pared w ith  th e  y o u n g  
b a tta lio n  S ta te  h a d  o u t on the field w a rm in g  
u p .

“ I  w is h ,”  R o c k y  g ro a n e d , “ w e  h adda stayed 
in  b e d .”

“ N o n s e n s e ,”  H ild a  said, b r ig h tly . “ T h is  is 
a g re a t o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  y o u , R o c k y . E v e r y 
b o d y in  the sports w o r ld  w ill  h a ve  his eyes 
o n  K la m u t h  this a fte rn o o n . Y o u  can g ive  
th e m  a good gam e a n d  y o u  k n o w  i t . A n d  
t h in k  o f a ll th a t m o n e y  fo r  the R e d  C ro s s .”  

“ I ’m  th in k in g  o f a ll those po in ts S ta te  is 
going to  m a k e  in  th e  firs t q u a rte r ,”  R o c k y  
said, fa in tly .

H ild a  tu rn e d  to m e .
“ Y o u ’re  glad w e  a rra n g e d  th is , a re n ’t  y o u , 

M ik e ? ”  she asked.
“ U h - h u h ,”  I  said. “ I  h a v e n ’ t fe lt  so h a p p y  

since I  w as p in n e d  d o w n  b y  a J e r r y  b u rp  
g u n  n e a r L i v o r n o .”

S h e  ga ve  a little  giggle a n d  la id  a h a n d  on 
m y  a rm —a little  h a n d , th a t fitte d  w ith  the 
rest o f h e r.

“ Y o u  b o ys are g o in g  to  be a ll r ig h t ,”  she 
said, b u t she w as lo o k in g  s tra ig h t a t m e. “ I  
k n o w  y o u ’re  goin g to  p la y  a g re a t gam e o u t 
th e re  to d a y .”

T h e  w a y  she said it  a n d  the w a y  she looked 
a t m e  lifte d  the sh o rt h a irs at th e  b a ck of m y  
n e c k. I  guess it  w as r ig h t th e re  I  starte d fa ll
in g  in  lo v e  w ith  H ild a — a d m ittin g  i t , th a t is.

“ C o m e  o n , g u y s ,”  R o c k y  said. “ L e t ’ s g e t 
this o v e r  w it h .”

W e  tro tte d  o u t o n  the field a n d  th e  c ro w d  
g a ve  us a tre m e n d o u s h a n d . T h a t  h e lp e d , 
b u t n o t m u c h . O u r  p re -g a m e  w a r m -u p  w as 
slo p p y. W e  w e re  a ll so n e rvo u s  th a t w e  
messed u p  signals a n d  r a n  a ro u n d  in  circles 
a n d  R o c k y ’s p u n ts  a n gle d o ff a n d  d rib b le d  
a lo n g  the g ro u n d  a n d  w e n t s tra ig h t u p  in  
the a ir . I  guess som e o f th e  custom ers w h o ’d  
p a id  good d o u g h  fo r  th e ir tickets w e re  w is h 
in g  th e y ’d  stayed ho m e  a n d  listened to  a 
decent gam e o v e r the ra d io .

T h e  S ta te  cheering section n e a rly  k n o c k e d  
us o v e r w ith  its b o o m in g  h o w l o f w elcom e. 
T h e y  could a ffo rd  to  b e  ho spitab le , I  to ld 
m y s e lf. W e  a m b le d  a ro u n d  the fie ld  fo r 
a w h ile  a n d  th e n  w e n t to  o u r bench. R o c k y  
trie d  to  g ive  us a pep ta lk  b u t  it  d id n ’t  m a k e  
m u c h  sense, so h e  q u it.

H e  w e n t o u t to th e  m id d le  o f th e  fie ld , 
shook hands w ith  the S ta te  captain— a m an  
w h o  loo k e d  a b o u t n in e  fe e t h ig h  w ith  sh o u l
ders to m a tch — an d the coin g lin te d  in  the 
su n . S ta te  w o n  the toss a n d  elected to  re 
ceive. T h e y  w e re  goin g to  test o u r defensive 
p o w e r.

W e  lin e d  u p  an d w e n t d o w n  w it h  the 
w h istle . R o c k y ’s k ic k  w as good, p lu n k in g  
in to  th e  han ds o f a S ta te  b a c k d o w n  in  the 
coffin c o rn e r, a n d  w e  w e re  o ff to  the races.

I  w as go in g d o w n  th e  fie ld , w a tc h in g  the 
s w in g  o f th e  r u n n e r , a n d  a ll o f a su dde n  I  
fo u n d  m y s e lf ta lk in g  o u t lo u d  to n o b o d y  in  
p a rtic u la r.

“ L is t e n ,”  I  w a s sa yin g , “ T h e y ’v e  o n ly  got 
e leven m e n , th e  same as w e , a n d  th e y  go 
d o w n  w h e n  th e y ’re  ta c kle d . S to p  be in g 
scared o f these m u gs, M ik e , a n d  g e t th e  g u y  
w ith  th e  b a ll.”

I  w a s n ’t  the o n ly  one on th e  K la m u t h  
team  w h o  fe lt th a t w a y , once th e y  starte d  to 
m o ve . L a t e r , n e a rly  e v e ry b o d y  o n  th e  team  
a d m itte d  th a t he h a d  g o tte n  sore a t h im se lf 
fo r  being scared as he w e n t d o w n  the field 
to  get th a t firs t ru n n e r.

A  S ta te  m a n  th r e w  a b lo ck at m e an d 
missed. “ H a h ,”  I  to ld  m y s e lf, “ th e y miss 
blocks, to o .”  T h e  S ta te  back trie d  to re ve rse  
his fie ld a n d  he  came r ig h t in to  m e . I  th r e w  
th e  h a rd e st ta c kle  I  e v e r m ade in  m y  life  a n d  
w e  w e n t d o w n  w ith  a crash. W h e n  I  g o t u p , 
I  guess I  w a s g rin n in g . S ta te  backs, I ’d  fo u n d  
o u t, g ru n te d  w h e n  th e y  h it  th e  g ro u n d .

ST A T E  h it  a t the center a n d  K .  P .  d id n ’t  
b u d g e . T h e y  th r e w  o u t a  fla n k e r a n d
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ba n g e d  in to  u s fo r  fiv e . T h e  n e x t p la y  th e y  
th r e w  a t m e , a n d  I  b u lle d  th ro u g h  to  g ra b  
th e  S ta te  m a n  in  his o w n  b a c k  y a r d . O u r  
little  b a n d  o f ro o te rs, p lu s th e  sizeable b u n c h  
o f S ta te -h a te rs  a n d  u n d e rd o g -lo v e rs  m ade a 
b ig  fuss o u t o f th a t. S ta te  w e n t in to  p u n t 
fo rm a tio n .

T h a t  S ta te  lin e  h e ld  so lid ly as th e  ba ck got 
his k ic k  a w a y , b u t it  w a s n ’t  a p a rtic u la rly  
good b o o t. R o c k y  c a u g h t it  o n  the dead 
r u n  a n d  w as u p  th e  fie ld lik e  a flash. I  cut 
o ve r to w a r d  h im  a n d  d u m p e d  a S ta te  m a n  
ju s t as he  w as a b o u t to  g ra b  R o c k y . A n o t h e r  
S ta te  m a n  got th e  b a ll c a rrie r a couple of 
steps la te r , b u t  i t  m a de  m e fe e l good to  k n o w  
I  h a d  done m y  jo b .

W e  h u d d le d  a n d  it  w as M e l th r o u g h  th e  
cen ter. B u t  K .  P .  g a ve  M e l a b a d  toss a n d 
th e  b a ll s q u irte d  o v e r  his sh o u ld e r. I t  lan de d 
in  th e  a rm s o f R o c k y , w h o  w as cu ttin g  
a ro u n d  as a m a n -in -m o tio n . I t  w as w ith o u t 
d o u b t one of th e  d izzie s t p la y s  seen o n  a 
g r id ir o n , b u t  b y  its sheer in s a n ity , it w o rk e d .

M e l, c o m p le te ly b e fu d d le d , w h ir le d  fo r  th e  
loose b a ll— he th o u g h t— a n d  sta rte d  search
in g  fo r  it. B in g  T h o m p s o n  squealed “ B a ll ! ”  
a n d  c u t o u t o f th e  lin e  to  c o ve r i t . T h e  rest 
o f us m ille d  a ro u n d  lik e  frig h te n e d  sheep 
in  a th u n d e rs to rm  a n d  R o c k y  to o k  o ff b y  
h im se lf.

S e e in g  th a t w e  d id n ’t  k n o w  w h e re  th e  b a ll 
w a s , i t  w a s  little  w o n d e r th a t S ta te  w as 
baffled. T h e  se co n da ry fin a lly  w o k e  u p  a fte r 
R o c k y  h a d  co ve re d  fo u rte e n  y a rd s  a n d  th e y  
to o k care o f R o c k y  in  a  h u r r y . B u t  w e  h a d  
a firs t d o w n  o n  th e  firs t p la y .

U p  in  th e  press b o x , th e y  m u s t h a v e  been 
w o n d e rin g  o u t lo u d  if this w a s th e  k in d  of 
gam e w e  p la y e d  a ll th e  tim e  a n d , i f  so, w h a t
e v e r h a d  h a p p e n e d  to  th a t fin e  o ld  spo rt 
k n o w n  as fo o tba ll? T h e  stands, h o w e v e r , 
d id n ’t  care h o w  w e  m a de  o u r firs t g a in . T h e y  
w h o o p e d  i t  u p  as th o u g h  w e  h a d  r e a lly  p la n 
n e d  th e  p la y  th a t w a y .

I  w o n ’t  say th a t firs t d i z z y  p la y  o f ou rs 
u n se ttle d  S ta te , b u t it  h e lp e d . R e m e m b e r, 
S ta te  h a d  ste am ro lle re d  its firs t th re e  o p 
ponents— th e ir  season opened a w e e k  be fo re  
ours— b y  scores th a t re a d  lik e  fe v e r  p a tie n ts’ 
te m p e ra tu re  ch a rts. S ta te  h a d  ta k e n  this 
g a m e  o n ly  a fte r a  lo t o f c o n vin c in g  a r g u 
m e n ts a n d  m a y b e  a fe w  v e ile d  th re ats b y  
H ild a .

S ta te  h a d  e xp e cte d  to  m a k e  us lo o k  fa r c i
c a lly  w e a k  in  a  h u r r y . A n d  w h a t h a d  h a p 
pened? W e  h a d  h e ld  th e m  o n  th e ir  firs t 
th r u s t, r u n  b a c k  a p u n t  n ic e ly  a n d  h a d  scored

a firs t d o w n  th e  firs t tim e  w e  h a n d le d —o r  
m ishan d le d— the b a ll.

S o m e tim e s a little  th in g  lik e  th a t w ill  m a k e  
a b ig  d ifferen ce in  a te a m  th a t is a th o u san d  
p e r cent b e tte r th a n  its o p p o n e n t, so perhaps 
th a t firs t scram ble d id  the tr ic k  th a t a fte r
n o o n . O r  m a y b e  S ta te  w as du e  fo r  a ba d d a y  
a n d  w e  ju s t h a ppe n e d a lo n g . M a y b e  o v e r -  
confidence re a lly  does w re c k  team s. A n y w a y , 
S ta te  to o k  i t  o n  th e  chin  th a t a fte rn o o n .

O n  o u r second p la y  M e l k e p t th e  b a ll a n d  
cracked the ce n te r, b u lg e d  th r o u g h  a n d  k e p t 
g o in g. T h e y  h a d  to  b rin g  in  th e  sticks to  
m e asure  i t , b u t it  w as a n o th e r firs t d o w n . 
S ta te  called fo r  tim e  o u t w h ile  o u r supporters 
in  th e  stands re n t th e ir tonsils.

W e  sat a ro u n d , n o t d a rin g  to  lo o k  a t each 
o th e r. W e  k n e w  this w a s n ’t  possible. W e  
k n e w  th a t at a n y  m in u te  w e ’ d w a k e  u p  a n d  
fin d  th a t this w a s a dre a m .

T im e  w a s called in  a n d  w e  h u d d le d .
“ M e  to  H o w i e ,”  R o c k y  said. “ P a s s .”
W e  crouched— charged. I  w e n t th r o u g h  

a n d  c u t o v e r  in to  th e  se co n da ry. H o w ie  
ca u g h t his pass a n d  I  to o k  o u t a S ta te  ta c k ie r. 
I t  w as good fo r  s ix  y a rd s  a lth o u g h  i t  lo o k e d  
lik e  m o re  to  th e  stands, because H o w ie  m ade 
a lon g  slan ting r u n  to w a r d  th e  sidelines. B u t  
s ix  w a s good e n o u g h . W e  sent M e l  th ro u g h  
th e  m id d le  fo r  a firs t d o w n  o n  th e  S ta te  
t h ir t y - s i x .

A f t e r  th a t it  w a s alm ost easy, th a t firs t 
h a lf. S ta te  g o t flu ste re d  a n d  b e ga n  d ra w in g  
o ff-s id e  pen alties. T h e n  one S ta te  m a n  lost 
his te m p e r, so rt o f, a n d  h e ld  m e d o w n  o n  th e  
g ro u n d  w h e n  h e  sh o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  go in g 
past m e  a t th e  r u n n e r . I  n e v e r co u ld  fig u re  
o u t w h y  he  s u d d e n ly  w e n t w re s tle r o n  m e . 
U s u a lly  i t ’s the o ffe n sive  g u y  w h o ’s g u ilty  o f 
h o ld in g , b u t  n o t in  th is  case.

C H A P T E R  V I  

R ugged Going

TH E  re fe re e  cam e in  a n d  m a de  w ild  
m o tio n s w it h  h is arm s b e fo re  h e  paced o ff 

fifte e n  y a r d s . B e fo r e  I  k n e w  it, I  lo o k e d  u p  
a n d  th e re  w e re  th e  S ta te  goal posts, r ig h t 
o v e r  u s.

S ta te  called tim e  o u t a n d  a flo c k o f subs 
cam e in . T h e y  w e r e n ’t  m u c h  b e tte r th a n  th e  
s ta rtin g  squ a d. I t  w a s M e l th ro u g h  th e  lin e , 
u n til  S ta te  s ta rte d  u s in g  a  s ix -th r e e -o n e —■
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a n d  still n o t sto p p in g  h im  fo r  lo n g . T h e  b ig  
D a n e  b u lle d  his w a y  th ro u g h  an d— w h a m m o  
— w e  had scored!

R o c k y  m issed th e  e x tr a  p o in t as u su al, 
b u t  w e  d id n ’t  care. W e  w e n t da n cing ba ck 
u p  th e  fie ld  a n d  th e  su n  w as e x tr a  b rig h t. 
I t  g o t b r ig h te r  as the firs t h a lf proceeded an d 
S ta te  h a m m e re d  a t us w it h  e v e ry th in g  th e y 
h a d  w ith o u t crossing o u r  last stripe .

I ’ll  a d m it th a t penalties h elped us a n d  I  
k n o w  y o u ’re  n o t supposed to  rejoice w h e n  
th e  o th e r g u y  gets fiv e  o r fifte e n  y a rd s , b u t 
s h o w  m e  th e  w in n e r  w h o  isn ’t  glad . F u r t h e r 
m o re  S ta te  w as afflicted w it h  a serious case 
o f fu m b litis  in  th e  second q u a rte r. W e  re 
co ve re d  th re e  o f th e  five — co u n t ’ e m , five— 
th e y  m ade a n d  w e  su re  c o u ld  use th e m , too.

W e  d id n ’ t  cross th e  m id fie ld  stripe  o ffe n 
s iv e ly  a fte r th a t to u c h d o w n , b u t  b e tw e e n  
th e  penalties and th e  fu m b le s  a n d  R o c k y ’s 
fin e  k ic k in g , w e  w e r e n ’t  in  w h a t y o u ’ d  call 
re a l d a n g e r o f b e in g  scored on e ith e r. S ta te  
k e p t th ro w in g  in  subs, b u t  n o b o d y  could 
seem  to  click fo r  th e m  th a t firs t h a lf. T h e  
g u n  banged a n d  th e  h a lf  w a s o v e r a n d  K l a -  
m u t h  w as lea din g m ig h ty  S ta te , 6— 0!

W e  d id n ’t  h a v e  a n y  illu sio n s a b o u t h o w  
lo n g  w e  c o u ld  ke e p th a t lea d . W e  k n e w  th a t 
S ta te ’s coach w o u ld  h a v e  a fe w  th in g s to  te ll 
h is b o ys b e tw e e n  ha lve s a n d  w e  k n e w  t h e y ’d 
com e o u t s m a rtin g  fr o m  his ta lk  a n d  o u t fo r 
b lo o d . B u t  w e  fe lt sw e ll, ju s t th e  sam e, an d 
I  guess w e  h a d  a r ig h t  to .

E v e n  P r e x y  T a i t  h a d  a g e n u in e  g rin  o n  his 
face w h e n  he vis ite d  us b e tw e e n  th e  h a lve s. 
H e  to ld  e v e r y  m a n , p e rs o n a lly , a b o u t w h a t 
a fine jo b  he  h a d  done an d h o w  p ro u d  he 
w as o f us a n d  he g a ve  us a w a r n in g  w e  
d id n ’t  r e a lly  n e e d, to  w it , th a t S ta te  w o u ld  
b e  a lo t to u g h e r in  th e  n e x t  h a lf.

H e  h a d  a little  list o f e rro rs  a n d  w e  listened 
to  th e m  a n d  re so lve d  w e  w o u ld n ’t  m a k e  the 
sam e m istakes a gain . B u t  m o s tly  w e  ju s t 
la y  o n  th e  r u b b in g  tables— o f course w e  
d id n ’t  h a v e  a n y  r u b b e r , b u t  th e  tables w e re  
nice to  lie  on— a n d  b a ske d  in  o u r g lo ry .

E v e r y  one o f u s, I  im a g in e , co u ld see those 
q u a r t e r -b y -q u a r t e r  score b o a rds in  a h u n 
d re d  d iffe re n t stadia, a n d  w e  c o u ld  h e a r the 
r o a r  g o in g  u p  fr o m  c ro w d s e v e ry w h e re  
w h e n  th e y  saw  o r h e a rd  the h a lf-tim e  score 
o f this gam e.

S ta te  U n iv e r s it y  n o th in g —K l a m u t h  C o l
lege s ix .

I t  h a d  a fin e r in g  to  it , th a t a n n o u n c e m e n t.
H i l d a  w a s w a itin g  fo r  u s  a t th e  to p  o f th e  

r a m p  w h e n  w e  cam e o u t fo r  th e  second h a lf.

I f  she w as e xc ite d  w h e n  w e  firs t sa w  h e r  
t h a t d a y , she w as a lm o st d e lirio u s w it h  h a p 
piness n o w . A n d  i t  w a s m e  she m a de  fo r  
instead o f R o c k y , th e  c a p tain -co a ch  o f th e  
te am .

“ O h , M i k e ,”  she cried. “ I t  w as— i t  w a s  
w o n d e r fu l!”

I  g rin n e d  a n d  m u m b le d  so m e th in g. I  
th o u g h t it w as w o n d e r fu l, to o , b u t  I  c o u ld n ’t  
go a ro u n d  b la ttin g  a b o u t it.

“ A n d  y o u  w e re  s p le n d id ,”  she said. “ Y o u  
p la y e d  a te rrific  g a m e .”

“ W a it  a m in u te ,”  I  c a u tio n e d. “ I t  w as 
R o ra g e n  m a de  th e  to u c h d o w n , re m e m b e r? ”  

“ B u t  y o u r  de fe n sive  w o r k ,”  she to ld  m e . 
“ I  w a s w a tc h in g  y o u . Y o u  p la y e d  lik e  th re e  
m e n  in  th a t lin e .”

W H A T  does a g u y  do w h e n  a p r e tty  
g irl feeds h im  th a t s tu ff, a  g ir l  w h o  

has a n a m e  fo r  h e rse lf as a sports w r ite r  a t 
th a t?  J u s t  w h a t  I  d id , I  guess— b lu s h  an d 
m u m b le  a n d  t r y  to  th in k  o f so m e th in g  c le ve r 
to sa y.

“ I ’ll  be w a tc h in g  y o u  this n e x t  h a lf ,”  she 
to ld  m e . “ D o n ’t  le t ’em  scare y o u , M ik e . 
Y o u ’v e  g o t th e m  o n  th e  r u n .”

U h - h u h , w e  h a d  th e m  o n  th e  r u n  a ll r ig h t 
— ru n n in g  a fte r u s. I t  w as a n e w  te a m  th a t 
cam e o n to  th e  fie ld  fo r  S ta te  fr o m  th a t h a lf
tim e  re st p e rio d . I t  w as o u r tu r n  to  receive 
a n d  R o c k y  g o t it b a c k to  th e  tw e n ty  be fo re  
th e y  p ile d  o n  h im —a n d  I  m e a n  p ile d  o n  h im . 
A t  least th re e  S ta te  m e n  ju m p e d  R o c k y  
a fte r h e  w a s c o m p le te ly d o w n .

I t  m ig h t h a v e  been th a t the S ta te  coach 
h a d  used th e  w h ip  a little  too h a r d , b u t  in  
a n y  case th a t w as a n  unnecessary p ile -u p  
a n d  the re fe re e  th o u g h t so, to o . H e  shook 
his fin g e r in  the face o f a couple o f th e  late 
com ers to  th e  p ile -u p  a n d  to ld  th e m  th a t if  
th e re  w as a n y  m o re  o f th a t s tu ff h e ’d  call a n  
u n n ecessary roughness p e n a lty .

T h e  c ro w d  d id n ’t  lik e  it  a n y w a y . T h e y  
began b o o in g  and k e p t i t  u p  u n til  R o c k y  h a d  
to  m o tio n  fo r  q u ie t so th a t w e  c o u ld  fin d  o u t 
w h a t he w as t r y in g  to  te ll us to  d o . R o c k y  
h a d  an u g ly  b ru ise  on one c h e e k -b o n e , b u t 
he insisted th a t h e  w a s o k a y  as w e  h u d d le d .

W e  trie d  an e n d  r u n  w it h  R o c k y  c a rry in g  
th e  b a ll a r o u n d  m y  side o f th e  lin e . I  w e n t 
in to  m y  m a n , che ckin g h im  h a r d , a n d  th e n  
th e re  w a s a cute little  k n e e  co m in g u p  to  
ta k e  care o f m y  c h in  as M r .  S ta te  L in e m a n  
pu sh e d  m y  h e a d  d o w n  w it h  b o th  ha n d s. I  
sa w  a lo t  o f stars a n d  w e n t o v e r o n  m y  b a c k  
to  w a tc h  th e  constellations w h ir l .
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I  w as d i z z y  fo r  a couple o f seconds a n d  

th e n  m y  h e a d  cleared. T h e  othe rs cam e o ve r 
to  m e , b u t I  got to  m y  feet w ith o u t a n y  h e lp 
a n d  w a lk e d  a ro u n d  a w h ile  to  g e t m y  b u z z e r  
collected a gain .

“ I  saw  th a t g u y ,”  som e bo dy said. “ W e ’ll  
ta k e  care o f h im .”

“ C a n  th a t s tu ff ,”  R o c k y  w a rn e d . “ W e ’re 
p la y in g  o u r  k in d  o f fo o tb a ll in  this gam e. 
L e t  T a i t  see us p u ll a fast one a n d  it ’s go o d 
b y e  te am , w in  o r lose.”

T h a t  w as s tra ig h t s tu ff. I f  P r e x y  e v e r saw  
th e  slightest h in t  o f d ir t y  w o r k  o n  o u r p a rt 
it  w o u ld  b e  cu rta in s fo r  th e  sq u a d , b u t p e r
m a n e n tly . I  to ld  th e  others I  fe lt  a ll r ig h t 
a n d  w e  w e n t in to  a h u d d le  as th e y  called 
tim e  in  again.

I t  w as M e l th ro u g h  the lin e  a n d  th e  big 
b o y  h a d n ’t  lost a n y  o f his d riv e  d u r in g  the 
h a lftim e  p e rio d . H e  w e n t fo r  seven a n d  a 
firs t d o w n —R o c k y  h a d  m a de  th re e  o r fo u r  
o n  his t r y — an d S ta te  p ile d  o n  h im  again. 
T h is  tim e , th e  re f d id  call unnecessary 
roughness an d th e  stands co u n ted o u t . th e  
p e n a lty  in  a c h a n tin g  ro a r.

T h e  S ta te  captain w as a rg u in g  w ith  th e  
re fe re e , his face re d  an d his h a n d  going, b u t 
the official ju st k e p t w a lk in g  alon g w ith  th e  
b a ll tu c k e d  u n d e r his a rm . F i n a l l y  the S ta te  
g u y  lost his head e n tire ly .

“ W h a t’s th e  ide a? ”  I  h e a rd  h im  y e lp . 
“ Y o u r  k i d  b ro th e r go to  K la m u t h , o r  som e
th in g ? ”

T h e  re feree w as a b a n ta m  ro o ste r, b u t  he 
sw e lle d u p  to t u r k e y  g o b b le r size w h e n  he 
h e a rd  th a t. H e  finished c o u n tin g  an d th e n  
he  spu n  on the S ta te  captain.

“ O n e  m o re  crack lik e  t h a t,”  he w a rn e d , 
“ a n d  I ’ ll  p u t  y o u  o u t o f the gam e. A n d  te ll 
y o u r  m e n  to p la y  it th e  clean w a y  o r I ’ll  give  
th e m  h a lf the distance to  th e  goal line u n til 
I ’l l  h a v e  to  m easure it in  inches.”

W it h  th a t he too te d his w h is tle  an d w e  
h u d d le d . W e  ba n ge d a t the S ta te  lin e  a n d  
got n o w h e re  an d a fo u r th -d o w n  pass d id n ’t  
q u ite  m a k e  it. S ta te  to o k  o v e r  on th e ir o w n  
fo r t y -fiv e .

T h a t ’s w h e n  w e  to o k  it , b u t h a rd . Th o se  
S ta te  backs crashed into  o u r lin e  u n til  w e 
w e re  one mass o f bruises fro m  e nd to  end, 
p e rso n a lly a n d c o lle c tiv e ly. T h e y  trie d  n o th 
in g  fa n c y . T h e y  ju s t k e p t shooting those 
b ig  backs a t us, ta c k le , g u a rd  a n d  center— 
ta c kle , g u a rd  a n d  center— a n d  w e  w e n t b a c k 
a n d  ba ck.

W e  p la y e d  h a rd , b u t a fte r a ll w e  w e re  
fr o m  K la m u t h  C o lle g e  a n d  n o  m a tc h  fo r  th a t

S ta te  te a m , w ith  its sp rin g  tra in in g  a n d  i t *  
lin e  a n d  ba ckfie ld coaches, besides th e ir  
head coach a n d  th e ir  m o vie s a n d  b la c k b o a rd  
w o r k , to  sa y n o th in g  o f an endless pa rad e  
o f su bstitu tes b e h in d  th e m .

SO  W E  gave g ro u n d  ste ad ily u n til w e  
got to  o u r f iv e -y a r d  lin e , A n d  the re , 

som ehow , w e  h e ld . I  to o k one o f the pla ys 
square on th e  kisser. T h r e e  g u ys  p ile d  in to  
m e before the b a ll c a rrie r cam e a lo n g, b u t 
I  m an age d to gra b th e  m a n  I  w a n te d , d o n ’t  
ask m e h o w .

T h e y  w asted a n o th e r d o w n  o n  K .  P .  a n d  
h e  spilled S ta te ’s fu llb a c k  w ith  a loss o f 
tw o  y a rd s . T h e y  ban ge d in to  th e  o th e r ta c k le , 
P h i l  S la te r, an d he h e ld th e m  to  a g a in  o f 
tw o  y a rd s . A n d  all th e  tim e  the stands w e re  
h o lle rin g ; “ H o ld  th a t lin e !”  Y o u ’d  h a ve  
th o u g h t w e  w e re  A r m y  o r som ethin g b y  the 
size a n d  vo lu m e  o f o u r su p p o rt.

S ta te  h u d d le d . T h e y  had a system  w h e re b y  
th e ir s ig n a l-c a lle r stood u p  an d lo o k e d  o v e r  
the defense setup b e fo re  he d u c k e d  to  call 
the p la y . H e  lo o ke d a t us n o w  an d w e  g lare d  
back a t h im , a m ig h ty  fro w s y  lo t, an d b e a t 
to the shoes. H e  loo k e d  a t m e  a n d th e n  a t 
o u r ends a n d  th e n  he  du cke d . A n d  I  g o t a 
h u n c h

D o n ’t  a sk m e w h e re  i t  came fr o m . M a y b e  
H ild a , in  the press b o x  telepathed it  d o w n  to 
m e, she k n o w in g  fo o tb a ll b e tte r th a n  I  e v e r 
w o u ld . A n y w a y , it w a s as th o u g h  som e bo dy 
had w h isp e re d , “ Pass to  the m a n  in  m o tio n ”  
rig h t in  m y  ear.

S ta te  cam e o u t o f th e ir h u d d le  a n d  
crouched. T h e  ba ll w e n t back a n d  m y  m a n  
th re w  a b lo c k a t m e  th a t I  sidestepped. I  
w e n t th ro u g h , w id e  o pen fo r  a m o u se tra p i f  
it  w as one, a n d  in to  the se co n da ry. T h e  m a n  
in  m o tio n  w as o u t to m y  r ig h t a n d  I  w as b e 
tw e en  the passer a n d  the re ce ive r.

I t  w as in te n d e d  to be a flat la te ra l, I  guess, 
b u t w h a te v e r it w as, it  n e v e r cam e o ff. T h e  
passer saw  m e an d hesitated a second too 
lo n g . W h e n  he m ade u p  his m in d  K . P ,  w as 
on to p  o f h im  a n d  th e  tw o  o f th e m  w e re  flat 
o n  t h e  g r o u n d .

Y o u  sh o u ld  h a ve  h e a rd  the stands then ! 
T h e  m a n  w h o  w as to  pass g o t to his feet a n d  
rip p e d  his h e lm e t fr o m  his head to slam  it 
d o w n  on th e  g ro u n d  a n d  th e  stands jeered 
lo u d e r. A  S ta te  m a n  w as d o w n  on th e  g ro u n d , 
h u r t , a n d  th e y  called tim e , b u t  th e  h o lle rin g  
an d y e llin g  k e p t u p  th ro u g h o u t th e  tim e -o u t 
p e rio d . T h a t  s ta d iu m  c e rta in ly  w a s a K l a 
m u th  c ro w d  th a t d a y .
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T h e  in ju r e d  m a n  w a s re p la c e d  a n d  R o c k y  

w e n t b a c k  to  p u n t  o u t. I t  w a s a  b e a u tifu l 
k ic k , h e lp e d  a lo n g  b y  th e  w in d , a n d  w e  
g ra b b e d  th e  S ta te  m a n  o n  his fo r t y -e ig h t. 
T h e n  it  sta rte d  again.

T h e  e n d  w as n e v e r  in  d o u b t fr o m  th e n  on. 
W e  h a d  sho t o u r  b o lt a n d  w e  k n e w  it. N o t  
th a t w e  le t u p , because w e  d id n ’t . W e  k e p t 
th e  th ir d  p e rio d  scoreless, e ve n  if  it  d id  e nd 
w it h  S ta te  o n  o u r e le v e n -y a r d  lin e .

B u t  a c o n stan t stre am  o f su b stitu te s ga ve  
S ta te  a n  a d va n ta g e  w e  n e v e r  c o u ld  m a tc h . 
W e  used tw o  subs th r o u g h o u t th e  ga m e , n o t 
because a n y  one o f us w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  g ive n  
o u r  le ft leg fo r  a re st, b u t  s im p ly  because w e  
d id n ’t  h a v e  a n y b o d y  to  p u t  in .

S ta te  w e n t o v e r  fo r  h e r firs t to u c h d o w n  
r ig h t  a fte r  th e  last q u a rte r  starte d  a n d , even 
i f  w e  k n e w  w e ’ d  done th e  im possible b y  h o ld 
in g  th e  lea d fo r  th re e  q u a rte rs , w e  a ll fe lt 
as th o u g h  so m e b o d y h a d  stolen o u r a ll-d a y  
su c k e r. S ta te ’s pla c e m e n t fo r  the e x tr a  p o in t 
w e n t o v e r n e a tly  a n d  w e  tru d g e d  o u t to r e 
ceive th e  n e x t  k ic k o ff.

W e  to o k  a n  a w fu l  b e a tin g  in  th a t last q u a r 
te r . M o s t o f th e  p e rio d  is h a z y  in  m y  m in d  
to  th is  d a y , b u t I  sta ye d  in  th e re  so m e ho w  
a n d  m a de  m y  share o f tackle s. I t  seem ed th a t 
e v e r y  tim e  I  g o t to m y  fe e t th e re  w e re  a lo t 
o f S ta te  m e n  r u n n in g  a t m e  an d I ’d  gra b 
b lin d ly  a n d  go d o w n  a g a in . U p  a n d  d o w n , 
u p  a n d  d o w n — once in  a w h ile  w e ’d  get a rest 
fo r  a  couple o f m in u te s  as S ta te  sent in  some 
m o re  fre s h -fa c e d  f u l l- o f - l if e  su bstitu te s.

W e  su re  e n v ie d  those k id s . T h e y  loo k e d  
as th o u g h  t h e y ’d  n e v e r been d u m p e d  on th e  
g r o u n d  h a r d  in  th e ir  live s . T h e ir  u n ifo rm s  
w e r e  spick a n d  span a n d  th e ir  faces w e re  
clean a n d  th e y  lo o ke d as th o u g h  th e y  w e re  
o u t to  h a v e  a lo t of fu n . T h is  gam e h a d  been 
fu n — p le n ty  o f fu n — u n til th a t last q u a rte r. 
B u t  th e n  it  w a s n ’ t  fu n  a t a ll fo r  a n y  o f us.

S ta te  k e p t p o u n d in g  in to  u s a n d  w e  began 
to  fa ll a p a rt a t th e  seams. T h e  b ig  te am  w as 
o n  its w a y  to  a n o th e r to u c h d o w n , a n d  p r o b 
a b ly  tw o  o r th re e  m o re  b e fo re  th e  gam e 
en de d w h e n  one o f th e  k id  subs o n  th e  S ta te  
sq u a d  w e n t b e rse rk .

C H A P T E R  V I I

Moral V ictory

H E  w as a th ir d -s tr in g  b a c k a n d  h e  m is
plac ed his in te rfe re n c e  so m e w he re  a n d  

cam e r ig h t a t  m e , a ll  b y  h im s e lf. I  h a d  e n o u g h

le ft to  tac kle  h im  h a rd  a n d  h e  b o u n c e d  w h e n  
h e  la n d e d . T h e  b a ll sq u irte d  o u t o f his h a n d s 
a n d  w h e n  th e  ta n g le  w a s u n p ile d  th e re  w as 
good o ld  K . P .  h u d d le d  o v e r  th a t precious 
p ig s k in . W e  w e re  on o u r o w n  eig hte e n  a t th e  
tim e .

T h a t  w as th e  b ra c e r w e  n e e de d. W e  stag
ge re d b a ck to  a h u d d le  a n d  th e n  sent M e l  at 
th e  lin e . T h e  b ig  sq u a re h e a d  still w a s n ’t  as 
dog tire d  as th e  rest o f us. H e  chippe d o ff 
fo u r  y a rd s . W e  sent h im  a t center a g a in  a n d  
doggone if  he d id n ’t  m a k e  a firs t d o w n .

T h e  h a ze  b e g a n  cle arin g a n d  fr o m  som e
w h e re  cam e a b re a th  o f n e w  life  th a t to o k  
the ache o u t o f o u r m uscles a n d  g a ve  o u r 
legs som e s tre n g th  w e  d id n ’t  k n o w  w e  h a d . 
G o o d  o ld  M e l d id n ’ t  h a v e  im a g in a tio n  e n o u g h  
to  k n o w  th a t it  w as hopeless fo r  us to  do a n y 
th in g  b u t g ive  u p  th e  stru g g le  an d le t S ta te  
score to u c h d o w n s . T h e r e  w e re  people w h o  
called M e l d u m b , b u t  he  h a d  th e  k in d  o f 
dum bness w e  ne e de d th a t d a y  in  th e  b ig  sta
d iu m .

R o c k y  m ig h t be th e  star o f the te a m , a n d  
its b ra in s, b u t  i t  w as M e l R o ra g e n  a n d  K . P ,  
Ju r g e s  w h o  w o n  th e  gam e fo r  us th a t d a y . 
I  sa y “ w o n  th e  g a m e ,”  a lth o u g h  w e  d id n ’t , ac
tu a lly . W e  sh o ve d  the b a ll u p  th e  fie ld  a fe w  
y a rd s  a t a clip a n d  w e  still h a d  possession o f 
it  w h e n  th e  last g u n  ba n g e d  a n d  th e  cro w ds 
stre am e d d o w n  o n to  th e  fie ld .

T h e  scoreboard read— S ta te , seven— K l a -  
m u th  s ix— b u t  th e re  w a s n ’ t  a n y b o d y  i n  th e  
place w h o  w o u ld n ’t  say w e  h a d n ’ t w o n . Y o u  
co u ld  te ll th a t o u rs w as th e  v ic to r y  b y  th e  
w a y  th e  S ta te  te a m  tro o p e d  o ff th e  fie ld  w ith  
th e ir  sh o u ld e rs sagging a n d  th e ir heads d o w n . 
W e  h a d n ’t  spoiled th e ir  u n b e a te n  re c o rd  in  
th e  b o o ks, b u t  w e ’d  spoiled a b o u t e v e ry th in g  
else fo r  th e m .

T h e  K la m u t h  students w e n t a b so lu te ly 
m a d . T h e y  ganged u p  on us a n d  th e re  w as a 
lo t o f b a c k -s la p p in g  b y  the g u y s  a n d  kissin g 
b y  th e  gals. I  cam e in  fo r  m y  share o f it  a n d  
it w a s r ig h t ple asa n t. T h e  co -e ds w e re  sm a c k 
in g  m e  o n  m y  s w e a ty , m u d -s ta in e d  puss a n d  I  
w as e n jo y in g  i t  w h e n , a ll o f a s u d d e n , th e re  
w as H ild a  stan d in g  in  fr o n t o f m e w it h  h e r 
a rm s o u tstre tc h e d  a n d  h e r eyes b r ig h t a n d  
w a r m .

“ M i k e ,”  she to ld  m e , “ y o u  w e re  m a r v e l
o u s !”

A n d  d a rn e d  i f  she d id n ’t  reach u p  a n d  ta k e  
m y  h e a d  in  h e r h a n d s a n d  p u ll  m y  face d o w n  
to  kiss m e  b a n g  o n  th e  m o u th . A n d  th e n  I  
w a s a g o n e r o n  H ild a .

[T u rn  to  pa ge  32]
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“ H u r r y  u p  a n d  get dressed,”  she to ld  m e. 

“ I ’l l  d riv e  y o u  b a c k to  K la m u t h  in  m y  car. 
B y  th e  tim e  y o u ’re  re a d y  I ’ll  h a v e  m y  o v e r 
n ig h t lead in  th e  office a n d  m a y b e  w e  can 
stop o ff a n d  eat so m ew here o n  th e  w a y  b a c k .”

T h a t ’s w h a t w e  d id . H ild a  k n e w  o f a place 
a b o u t m id w a y  b e tw e e n  C o lle g e  P a r k , w h e re  
S ta te  w as situ a te d , a n d  K la m u t h . I t  w as a 
sm a ll place, a n d  q u ie t, beside a little  lake  
t h a t m u s t be p r e tty  in  th e  su m m e rtim e . T h e r e  
w a s  a b ig  open fireplace a t one en d o f the 
d in in g  ro o m  an d y o u  could te ll b y  th e  clothes 
th e  people w o re  an d th e  w a y  th e  w a ite rs  
w a lk e d  th a t it w as e xp e n sive .

M a y b e  she re ad  m y  pan w h e n  I  to o k  a lo o k  
a t th e  m e n u .

“ T h is  is on the expense account, M ik e , so 
d o n ’t  spare the a p p e tite .”

D I D  I  m a ke  a fuss a b o u t th a t?  D o n ’t  be 
s illy . I  h a d  a b o u t s ix  bu cks in m y  pants 

a n d  th a t w o u ld n ’t  last long in  this place a n d  I  
k n e w  she w a s te llin g  the t r u th  a b o u t th e  e x 
pense account. S o  I  o rd e re d  a m u tto n  chop, 
instead.

W e  ta lk e d  a b o u t this an d th a t. S h e  to ld  me 
h o w  she ha ppe n e d to  g e t in to  ne w spa pe r 
w o r k  an d I  fille d in  som e o f the fe w  pieces 
o f m y  life  th a t she h a d n ’t  got fro m  m e the 
firs t tim e  she m e t m e . W e  ta lk e d  a b o u t K l a 
m u th  a n d  w h a t w e  w e re  tr y in g  to do the re  
a n d  she seem ed p le n ty  interested.

S h e  to ld  m e  she’d  been m a rrie d  once b u t 
i t  d id n ’ t  w o r k  an d th e re ’d  been a d ivo rce . 
F u n n y , i t  s tru c k  m e k in d  o f h a rd  to  he a r 
she’d  been m a rrie d . S h e  lo o k e d  so m u c h  lik e  
a  k i d  ju s t o u t o f h ig h  school, b u t fr o m  things 
she to ld  m e  a n d  h o o k in g  u p  dates h e re  an d 
th e re  I  fig u re d  she m u s t be a b o u t m y  age, o r 
m a yb e  e ven  a little  o ld e r.

I t  w as a good m e a l a n d  a good ta lk . H ild a  
h a d  a couple o f cocktails b e fo re  d in n e r a n d  a 
couple o f h ig h b a lls a fte r she ate an d she r a t
tle d  o n  a m ile  a m in u te . I  d o n ’t  m e a n  she w as 
tig h t, o r  a n y th in g , b u t she w as fe e lin g  good 
a n d  w as c h u m m y  an d ta lk a tiv e . I t  w as a lo t 
o f fu n , b e in g  w ith  a g irl w h o  h a d  been so 
m a n y  places a n d  w h o  k n e w  so m a n y  people 
a n d  w h o  h a d  a lo t of r e a lly  fu n n y  stories to 
te ll a b o u t th in g s th a t h a d  ha ppened in  h e r 
w o r k .

W e  d ro v e  b a c k to K la m u t h  the lo n g  w a y  
w i t h  m e a t th e  w h e e l, because H ild a  said she 
fe lt  sleep y, w ith  a ll the fre sh a ir a n d  the 
d rin k s  a n d  th e  b ig  d in n e r. T h e r e  w a s  a h u n t 
e r’s m o o n  th a t n ig h t a n d  a lig h t h a ze  h a n g in g  
o v e r  th e  c o u n try sid e  a n d  th e  sm e ll o f b u r n 

in g  leaves. H i l d a  fe ll asleep a b o u t h a lfw a y  
to  K l a m u t h  a n d  I  trie d  to  dodge th e  b u m p s  
in  th e  ro ad  so she w o u ld n ’t w a k e  u p .

M in g le d  w ith  th e  sm ell o f th e  b u r n in g  
leaves w as th e  scent o f th e  p e rfu m e  she w o r e  
a n d  th e  co m b in a tio n  w as pe rfe ct. H e r  head 
w as on m y  sh o u ld e r lik e  a sleepy b a b y ’s an d 
I  w as fe e lin g  v e r y  te n d e r and p ro te c tive  as 
I  d ro v e  along.

I  began g e ttin g  ideas on th a t d riv e . H ild a  
had said th a t she w as tire d  of n e w spa pe r 
w o r k , th a t she’d  be glad w h e n  th e  tim e  came 
to  lea ve  h e r jo b  an d settled d o w n  w it h  the 
r ig h t m a n . O f  course she h a d n ’t said I  w as 
the r ig h t m a n , b u t  I ’d been r ig h t th e re  across 
th e  table fr o m  h e r w h e n  she’ d said it , an d 
she’d been lo o k in g  r ig h t a t m e.

I  starte d d re a m in g  a d re a m  th a t h a d  m e 
first m a n ag in g  a big place a n d  th e n  g e ttin g  
e n o u gh d o u g h  to g e th e r to b u y  it  a n d  m a r r y 
in g  H ild a  a n d  e v e ry th in g  ju s t the w a y  it 
o u g h t to be. T h a t ’ s w h a t a good d in n e r an d 
a h u n te r ’s m o o n  w ill  do to  y o u  a fte r a m o ra l 
v ic to ry  o v e r S ta te  U n iv e r s ity .

S h e  d id n ’t  w a k e  u p  u n til  w e  w e re  outside 
th e  gates to K la m u t h . T h e n  she stirre d  an d 
y a w n e d  lik e  a k itte n  an d lo o k e d  a ro u n d  h e r, 
t r y in g  to size u p  w h e re  she w as.

“ W e ’re b a c k ,”  I  to ld  h e r. “ T h is  is w h e re  I  
get o ff .”

“ U h - h u h ,”  she said, in  a sm all vo ice . 
“ T h a t ’s r ig h t, d a rn  i t .”

“ W h y  d a rn  i t ?”  I  asked h e r.
S h e  m ade a little  gesture w ith  one g lo ve d  

h a n d .
“ O h , if  K la m u t h  w e re  lik e  o th e r schools,”  

she said, “ y o u ’d  h a ve  u n til  M o n d a y  to  p la y  
a ro u n d . W e  co u ld  go to  the c ity  a n d  dance 
an d m e e t a lo t o f inte re stin g people to g e th e r 
a n d  e n jo y  a lo t o f lau gh s, instead o f y o u  le a v 
in g  m e he re  to  d r iv e  in a lo n e , ju s t because 
y o u  h a ve  to  h a v e  the lights o u t a t n in e  
o ’c lo c k .”

“ E le v e n ,”  I  re m in d e d  h e r. “ T h is  is S a tu r 
d a y .”

S h e  g a ve  a s h o rt lau g h  a n d  ra n  h e r fingers 
th ro u g h  h e r b la c k  h a ir.

“ P a r d o n  m e ,”  she said, a n d  h e r voice- w as 
d iffe re n t. “ I  fo rg o t this is th e  n ig h t y o u  fe l
lers p a in t th e  silo re d , isn’t  it? S ta y  u p  till 
e le ve n  a n d  d r in k  cid e r a n d  h a ve  d o u g h n u ts, 
b y  g o lly .”

I  co u ld n ’t  get th e  q u ic k  change. S h e ’ d  been 
e v e ry th in g  I  co u ld ask fo r  a t d in n e r a n d  n o w  
she w as p la y in g  the h e a v y  h ic k  ro u tin e  on 
m e . I t  m ade m e  s o rt o f sore a n d I vuess she 
sa w  i t  in  m y  face.
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‘ T m  s o r r y ,”  she said , q u ic k ly . “ I ’m  a lw a y s  

g r u m p y  w h e n  I  w a k e  u p  a n d  those d rin k s  I  
h a d  h a v e  w o r n  o ff a n d —r e a lly , th a t w a s  a 
ro tte n  th in g  to  s a y , M ik e .”

SH E  lean ed o v e r a n d  h e r lips w e re  close 
to m in e  a n d  I  reached o u t a n d  gra b b e d  

h e r. I ’v e  kissed a good m a n y  gals fr o m  
tim e  to  tim e , b u t  I  n e v e r h a d  a kiss lik e  th a t. 
M y  b r a in  d id  a q u ic k  spin  a n d  th e n  she w as 
le a n in g  b a c k  w it h  h e r han ds on m y  chest, 
la u g h in g  in  a so rt o f breathless w a y .

“ G o o d n ig h t, M i k e ,”  she said, s o ftly . “ I  hope 
y o u  d o n ’t  th in k  I ’m  a n  a w fu l  h u s s y, p ra c 
tic a lly  k id n a p in g  y o u  fo r  a d in n e r d a te , th e  
w a y  I  d id , a n d  th e n  m a k in g  y o u  kiss m e—  
o h , ye s I  d id , M ik e . B u t — w e ll, I  lik e  y o u  a 
lo t. A n d  n o w  I  re a lly  do h a v e  to  go. I ’ v e  g o t 
a late  date in  t o w n .”

I  stood th e re  a t th e  edge o f th e  ro a d , 
w a tc h in g  th e  ta il lights o f h e r car g ro w  s m a ll
e r as th e  m a ch in e  sw e pt d o w n  th e  h ig h w a y . 
I  w a tc h e d  th e  lig h t disappear a ro u n d  a c u rv e  
a n d  tu rn e d  to w a r d  th e  d riv e  th a t led u p  to 
th e  school b u ild in g s , silh o u e tte d  against d ie  
m o o n lit s k y  a t th e  to p  o f th e  h ill. I  w o n d e re d  
w h o  H i l d a ’s late date w as. W h o e v e r  he w as, 
I  h a te d  the g u y .

I  guess th a t w a s th e  o n ly  tim e  till  th e n  th a t 
I ’d  fe lt s o rry  I  w as a t K la m u t h . W h a t H ild a  
h a d  said w as tru e — if  I ’d  been a stu d e n t a t 
a “ r e g u la r ”  u n iv e r s ity — an d m a yb e  I  co u ld  
h a v e  sw u n g  it  b y  w o r k in g  m y  w a y  th ro u g h — 
I ’ d  h a v e  b e e n  able to  go da n cing w it h  h e r, 
la u g h in g  w ith  h e r, m e e tin g  people w h o —  
co u n ted .

B u t  h e re  I  w a s , stu ck in  a little  college 
th a t h a d  some strange ideas a b o u t the stu 
dents stickin g  p r e tty  close to  th e  cam pus so 
th a t th e  stock w o u ld  be fe d  a n d  w a te re d  on 
tim e , w e e k e n d  or n o  w e e k e n d .

T h e  gang w e re  h o ld in g  a b u ll session in  
th e  m e n ’s d o r m ito r y  w h e n  I  w a lk e d  in . W e  
liv e d  in  a c o m m u n a l b a rra c k s w ith  w a ll lo c k 
ers a n d  fo o t lockers th a t w e re  dead rin g e rs  
fo r  th e  k in d  w e  h a d  in  th e  A r m y , a lb e it a 
little  ro o m ie r a n d  th e re  w as n o  S a tu r d a y  
m o rn in g  inspection.

A s  in  th e  A r m y  th e  fa v o r ite  sp o rt a t K l a 
m u th , a fte r th e  g u ys  cam e b a c k  fr o m  the 
lib r a r y  o r th e  S t u d y  H a l l , w as g a th e rin g  in  
s o m e b o d y’s ro o m  a n d  ta lk in g  o v e r the state 
o f th e  n a tio n . W h e n  I  w a lk e d  in  th e  b o ys 
stopped te llin g  each o th e r h o w  th e  ato m ic 
b o m b  sh o u ld  b e  h a n d le d  a n d  a ll sw u n g  th e ir  
eyes in  m y  dire c tio n .

“ W h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  y o u ? ”  R o c k y  a sked.

“ Y o u  w e n t o u t o f th a t lo c k e r ro o m  a t S ta te  
lik e  a  b ill  collector w a s  a fte r y o u .”

I  g rin n e d  a n d  sat d o w n  o n  a b u n k  beside 
B in g  T h o m p s o n .

“ H e a v y  d a te ,”  I  to ld  R o c k y .
“ U h - h u h ,”  K . P .  p u t  in . “ I  saw  y o u  d r iv in g  

o ff w ith  th a t b e e - y o o - t i - f u l  gal re p o rte r, th a t 
H ild a  da m e . A n d  th a t w as som e sm ackeroo 
she gave y o u  w h e n  w e  came o ff th e  fie ld to o .”  

O r d in a r ily  I  can ta k e  as m u c h  k id d in g  as 
th e  n e x t g u y . I ’d  lea rn e d th a t in  th e  A r m y  
an d if  I  h a d n ’ t  le a rn e d  m y  lesson w e ll K l a 
m u th  h a d  ta u g h t m e  w h a t I  needed to k n o w  
a b o u t ta k in g  k id d in g . E it h e r  a g u y  to o k  it 
an d g rin n e d  o r h e  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  m u p h  o f a 
tim e  a t th a t school. W e  a ll slept to g e th e r a n d  
ate to g e th e r an d w o r k e d  to ge the r a n d  w e  h a d  
to le a rn  to  get a lo n g  to g e th e r if  w e  w a n te d  
to stay h a p p y — a n d  h e a lth y .

F d  dished o u t p le n ty  o f k id d in g , m y s e lf, 
a n d  th o u g h t n o th in g  o f it . I t  w as p a rt o f the 
ga m e . A  r ig h t g u y  d id n ’t  get sore a n d  I  n e v e r 
had u n til  th e n . B e fo r e , w h e n  I ’d  da te d M a r 
cia R o m n e y  a n d  w e ’d  gone m o o n g a zin g , I ’d 
com e in  fo r  p le n ty  o f s tu ff fr o m  th e  boys a n d 
it h a d  n e v e r b o th e re d  m e . B u t  som ehow  th a t 
crack a b o u t th e  kiss H ild a  h a d  g ive n  m e  o n  
th e  fie ld got m y  goat.

“ A t  ease,”  I  to ld  K . P .  “ N e v e r  m in d  a n y  
slants a b o u t th e  y o u n g  la d y .”

T h e  to n e  o f m y  vo ice  m a de  th e m  open th e ir 
eyes. I t  w a s m ig h ty  seldom  th a t a n y b o d y  p u t 
h im se lf in  th e  positio n  of b e in g  fa ir  gam e fo r  
a ra g g in g  session b y  b u r n in g  u p  a n d  th e y  a ll 
to o k  a d va n ta g e  o f i t . I ’d  led w ith  m y  chin  
a n d  th e y  starte d  s w in g in g .

D o n ’ t  ask m e  w h a t w as the m a tte r w it h  
m e . M a y b e  it  w as th e  m o o n , o r th a t g o o d n ig h t 
kiss H ild a  h a d  g ive n  m e , o r m a yb e  I  w as 
m o re  tire d  th a n  I  re a lize d  because o f th e  
b e a tin g  I ’d  ta k e n  in  th e  S ta te  gam e, b u t  a n y 
w a y  I  b le w  m y  c o rk .

C H A P T E R  V I I I  

O ut o f Order

B E F O R E  I  q u ite  re a lize d  w h a t I  w as 
do in g I  w a s y a w p in g  a ro u n d  lik e  a h ig h  

school k i d  a n d  g e ttin g  o ff som e n a sty cracks 
th a t d id n ’t  h a v e  a n y  place in  a K l a m u t h  d o r 
m ito r y .

R o c k y  p u t  a stop to  it fin a lly  w h e n  he  saw  
it  w a s  g e ttin g  serious. B y  th a t tim e  I ’d  m ade 
a  cou ple o f th e  o th e r fe llo w s  sore a n d  i t
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w a s n ’t  k id d in g  a n y  m o re . b y  th e n , a n d , lo o k in g  ba ck on i t , h e  h a d  r e a -

“ A l l  r ig h t ,”  R o c k y  said. “ B r e a k  i t  u p . Y o u  
a ll so u n d  lik e  a lo t o f con gressm en .”

H e  m a n ag e d  to  sm o o th it  o v e r a n d  th e  ta lk  
g o t sw u n g  a ro u n d  to  fo o tb a ll a n d  a ll o u r  te m 
p e rs starte d  to  cool, g ra d u a lly . N o t  th a t w e  
s tu c k  o u t o u r  h a n ds a n d  said, “ S o d d y , old 
m a n ,”  o r a n y th in g  lik e  th a t, b u t  w e  le t each 
o th e r k n o w  a fte r a w h ile  th a t w e  re a lize d  w e  
h a d  been a ll w ro n g . B y  th e  tim e  w e  tu rn e d  
in  m o st o f u s h a d  fo rg o tte n  th e  a rg u m e n t.

T h e  S u n d a y  papers m a de  a h e ck o f a big 
th in g  o u t o f th e  S t a t e -K la m u t h  gam e. O f  
course S ta te  w a s n ’t  one o f the biggest fo o t
b a ll schools in  th e  c o u n try , b u t  i t  w as rig h t 
u p  th e re , close to  the bigge st, a n d  th e  idea o f 
little  K l a m u t h  h o ld in g  h e r to a 7— 6 score 
in trig u e d  th e  sports w r ite r s  e n o u g h  to  give  
th e  gam e a b o u t th re e  tim es as m u c h  space 
in  th e  papers as i t  d eserved .

H ild a  w e n t to  to w n  in  h e r  c o lu m n  as she 
h a d  a r ig h t to , h a v in g  m o re  o r less a rra n g e d  
th e  gam e s in g le -h a n d e d . In ste ad  o f p a n n in g  
S ta te  fo r  p la y in g  a te rrib le  gam e, she m ade 
th e  lo t o f us a b u n c h  o f s u p e rh u m a n  fo o tb a ll 
m e n  w h o  to o k  th e  best S ta te  h a d  to  o ffe r a n d  
v e r y  n e a r ly  w o n  the gam e.

O f  course th e  s to ry  she w ro te  w as spoiled 
a little  b y  th e  statistics on th e  g a m e , w h ic h  
sh o w e d  S ta te  w a y  ahead in  e v e ry  d e p a rtm e n t 
e x c e p t sco rin g, b u t  to  re a d  H i l d a ’s s to ry  y o u ’d  
h a v e  th o u g h t th a t w e  h a n d le d  S ta te  lik e  a 
te r rie r  sh a kin g  a ra g .

A n d  she g a ve  m e  a ll th e  best o f it . A l l  the 
m e m be rs o f the squad came in  fo r  th e ir share 
o f th e  praise o f course, b u t  it  w as L i t t l e  M ik e , 
th e  le ft  ta c k le , w h o  w a s th e  re a l star o f the 
gam e accordin g to  H i l d a . A f t e r  I  re a d  the 
piece, I  w o n d e re d  w h y  I  h a d n ’t  re a lize d  th a t 
I ’d  stopped a b o u t fiv e  S ta te  d rive s  sin g le - 
h a n d e d  a n d  m ade a m o n k e y  o f th e  e n tire  
S ta te  lin e .

P e r s o n a lly , I  ha d th o u g h t I  w a s d o in g  a 
go o d  jo b  b y  sta y in g  on m y  fe e t, to w a rd  the 
last, b u t th e re  i t  w as in  b la c k  a n d  w h ite  th a t 
I  w as a ro a rin g  de m o n  on defense a n d  a co ld 
l y  calcu latin g d r iv in g  force on K l a m u t h ’s 
offense. I ,  accordin g to  H i l d a ’s s to ry , w as 
q u ite  a b o y . A n d  I  th o u g h t th e  first ru le  o f 
a good n e w sp a p e rm a n  w as o b je c tiv ity . B u t  
m a y  be th a t doesn’t  go fo r  w o m e n  ne w spa pe r 
w rite rs .

P r e x y  T a i t  re a d  th e  papers too an d called 
u s in to  his office o n  S u n d a y  a fte rn o o n . T h e r e  
h e  ga ve  us a little  t a lk  o n  th e  dangers o f a 
sw e lle d  h e a d , in d iv id u a lly  a n d  c o lle c tive ly. I  
guess T a i t  w as s ta rtin g  to get a little  w o rrie d

son to  w o r r y , a t th a t.
U n t i l  th is  fo o tb a ll business cam e u p  w e  h a d  

b e e n  ro c k in g  a long o n  o u r c h a rte d  course, 
a ttra c tin g  little  o r n o  a tte n tio n  fr o m  m o s t o f 
th e  outside w o r ld , w o r k in g  h a r d  a n d  g e ttin g  
w h e re  w e  w a n te d  to  go. W e  w e re n ’t  clois
te re d  m o n k s  b y  a n y  m ean s, b u t  w e  h a d  b e e n  
c o n te n t to  do o u r jo b  a n d  re a lize  o u r m odest 
a m b itio n s a n d  com plete o u r w o r k  a t K la m a t h  
b e fo re  go in g o u t in to  th e  w o r ld  a n d  p u ttin g  
w h a t w e  h a d  le a rn e d  in to  practice , t r y in g  to  
m a k e  a n  h o n e st d o lla r.

A n d  n o w , b in g o , w e  w e re  n a tio n a l fig u re s 
o v e rn ig h t, w it h  som e o f th e  n ew spapers m a k 
in g  K la m u t h  so u n d lik e  a re fu g e  fo r  u n d e r 
p riv ile g e d  c h ild re n  an d othe rs p ic tu rin g  the 
place as a n e v e r -n e v e r  la n d  w h e re  gian ts 
w e re  b re d  w h o  co u ld excel in  a n y  fie ld  th e y  
chose. P r e x y  T a i t  d id n ’t  lik e  e ith e r d i z z y  
description o f his cherish ed school.

H E  to ld  u s th a t to o , w a v in g  a disgusted 
h a n d  a t the p ile  o f sports sections on 

his desk.
“ A t  tim e s ,”  he stated, “ I ’m  fo rce d  to  re g re t 

th a t I  e v e r acquiesced to  y o u r  re q u e st th a t a 
fo o tb a ll te a m  be fo rm e d  h e re . T h e  p u b lic ity  
w h ic h  the te am  has a ttra cte d  is n o t— a h — e n 
tir e ly  to m y  lik in g . A t  first I  fe a re d  th a t th e  
team  w o u ld  d r a w  rid ic u le  d o w n  o n  th e  school. 
N o w , to  m y  d is m a y , I  fin d  th a t ju s t th e  o p p o 
site is tru e — a n d  an u n a ttra c tiv e  opposite 
it is.

“ I  re ad  articles w h ic h  are p o s itiv e ly  m a u d 
lin  in  th e ir p la u d its . N o t  one o f th e  stories 
e x p la in in g  the n a tu re  o f this place has accu
r a te ly  defined o u r  aim s an d objectives here 
a t K la m u t h . S o m e  of the stories a re  posi
t iv e ly  re v o ltin g .”

W e  w a ite d  w h ile  he pau sed to  get his s lid 
in g  eyeglasses b a c k  w h e re  th e y  belon ged.

“ I ’m  n o t b la m in g  you ,”  he w e n t o n  in  a 
m ild e r to n e . “ Y o u ’ve  a ll con du cte d y o u r 
selves a d m ira b ly  on the fo o tb a ll fie ld  a n d 
y o u r  w o r k  he re  a t th e  school has b e e n  a ll 
th a t could be desired. I  p u t  d o w n  c e rtain  
conditions w h e n  I  agreed to  th e  team  a n d  I ’m  
n o t going b a c k on m y  v e rb a l con tract w it h  
y o u  g e n tle m e n .

“ T h e  te am  w ill  s u r v iv e  ju s t as lon g  as y o u  
co n tin u e  to be a cre d it to  th e  school a n d  y o u r  
w o r k  here continues a t its pre se n t le ve ls. B u t  
I  m u s t im press on y o u  ge n tle m e n  th e  fa ct 
th a t it  is d o w n r ig h t da n ge ro u s to  accept a n y  
o f th e  fancies expressed in  these” — a n o th e r 
gesture to w a rd  the pile o f papers— “ n e w sp a 
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pers as t r u t h .

“ I — a h —fin d  p a r tic u la r ly  o b je ctio n a ble  th e  
a rtic le  w r itte n  b y  th e  y o u n g  la d y  w h o  co n 
v in c e d  m e , p e rh a p s a gain st m y  b e tte r ju d g 
m e n t, th a t a good cause w o u ld  be s e rve d  b y  
p e rm ittin g  th e  te am  to  p la y  S ta te  U n i v e r 
s ity .”

H e  lo o k e d  u s o v e r and I  co u ld  sw e a r th a t 
his eyes lin g e re d  o n  m e ju s t a little  lo n g e r 
th a n  on a n y b o d y  else.

“ T h e  y o u n g  la d y ,”  P r e x y  c o n tin u e d , “ is n o t 
o n ly  ina ccu ra te  in  h e r de scriptio n  o f th e  
gam e, b u t she ind u lge s too g re a tly  in  p e r 
sonalities to  c o n fo rm  to  m y  idea o f a jo u r 
n a list. I  hope th a t w h a t she has w r itte n  w ill  
be disre g ard e d  b y  w h o m e v e r m ig h t be a f
fected b y  i t  T h a t ’s a ll .”

W e  w a lk e d  o u t a n d  I  fo u g h t a losing b a ttle  
again st le ttin g  m y  face g e t re d . T h e  others 
w e re  lo o k in g  a t m e o u t o f th e  corn ers o f th e ir 
eyes a n d  I  h e a rd  a couple o f snickers. D o g 
gone th a t H ild a , I  th o u g h t. W a it  u n til  I  saw  
h e r again!

I  d id n ’ t h a ve  lo n g  to  w a it. I t  w a s n ’t  m o re  
th a n  a n  h o u r  a fte r th e  little  session in  P r e x y ’ s 
office th a t th e  w o r d  cam e h o w lin g  u p  the 
stairs o f th e  d o r m ito r y  th a t M ik e  h a d  a fe m m e  
w a itin g  fo r  h im  ou tside. I t  w as H ild a , seated 
b e h in d  the w h e e l o f h e r c o n ve rtib le  coupe, 
lo o k in g  lik e  a m illio n  do lla rs in  a f u r  jo b  th a t 
d r e w  e n vio u s glances fr o m  th e  co -e d s w h o  
h a p p e n e d  to  be passing.

“ H i ,  M i k e ,”  she called. “ H o w ’s fo r  a rid e  
in  th e  c o u n try ?  I  w as a b a d  little  g ir l last 
n ig h t a fte r I  le ft y o u , a n d  I ’v e  g o t to get som e 
fre s h  a ir  to  b lo w  th e  h a n g o v e r cobw ebs o u t 
o f m y  b r a in .”

I  w e n t u p  to  th e  car a n d  p u t m y  fo o t o n  the 
n a r r o w  ru n n in g  b o a rd . J u s t  stan d in g  beside 
h e r , I  co u ld g e t a w h iff  o f th a t p e rfu m e  she 
w o re  a n d  it  to o k  m e  b a c k to  the p re vio u s  
n ig h t, w h e n  I ’ d kissed h e r.

“ N o t  a cha n ce ,”  I  to ld  h e r, as g ru ffly  as I  
c o u ld . “ I ’v e  g o t to  clim b  in to  m y  o ve ra lls  in  
a b o u t te n  m in u te s  a n d  p la y  n u rse m a id  to  the 
p re ttie s t h e rd  o f cattle y o u  e v e r s a w .”

S h e  w r in k le d  h e r nose a t th a t.
“ I  sm elled th e m , com ing u p  th e  d r iv e ,”  she 

said , “ a n d  th e y  d id n ’t  sm ell p r e tty  a t a ll. 
S e rio u s ly , h o w  a b o u t a d r iv e ? ”

“ I  to ld  y o u ,”  I  said. “ I ’ v e  g o t to w o r k .”
“ B u t  this is S u n d a y !”  she pro te sted .
“ D o n ’t  te ll a n y b o d y ,”  I  w a rn e d  h e r , “ b u t 

those d u m b  cow s n e v e r h a v e  le a rn e d  to  re a d  
a ca le n d a r r ig h t.”

I t  d id n ’t  m a k e  h e r la u g h . S h e  sat th e re , 
fr o w n in g  a n d  d ra w in g  a t th e  cigarette she

h e ld  b e tw e e n  tw o  s lim , r e d -tip p e d  fin gers.
“ C a n ’t  y o u  g e t so m e b o d y else to  do y o u r  

w o r k ? ”  she a sked. “ Seem s to  m e  I  h e a rd  
so m e th in g  a b o u t th is  b e in g  an a l l - f o r - o n e -  
a n d -o n e -fo r -a ll  so rt o f a p la c e .”

I  C O N S I D E R E D .  I  co u ld  g e t so m e b o d y to 
do m y  w o r k , I  supposed. T h e r e  w as h a r d 

ly  a m a n  on th e  cam pus th a t d a y w h o  
w o u ld n ’t  h a ve  been g la d  to  ta k e  o v e r th e  
chores o f a n y  m e m b e r o f th e  te am  th a t h a d  
p la y e d  S ta te  th e  d a y  b e fo re .

B u t  the idea d id n ’t  appeal to m e , n o t e n 
tir e ly  because I  -d id n ’t  w a n t  to  slou gh o ff 
som e o f m y  w o r k  on so m e bo dy else, b u t b e 
cause it w o u ld  lo o k  a little  to o  m u c h  as 
th o u g h  a ll H ild a  h a d  to do w as d riv e  u p  an d 
w h is tle  fo r  m e a n d  I ’d  d ro p  e v e ry th in g  a n d  
com e ru n n in g . S o  I  shook m y  h e a d  a g a in .

“ N o  can d o ,”  I  to ld  h e r. “ S tr ic t ru le s 
against a n y th in g  lik e  th a t.”

S h e  th r e w  h e r cigarette past m e w ith  a n  
a n g ry  gesture.

“ R u le s , ru le s, ru le s !”  she co m pla in e d. 
“ W h a t is this, a ja il  o r a college?”

“ S o m e tim e s w e  w o n d e r ,”  I  said as easily 
as I  co u ld . “ Y o u  s h o u ld  h a v e  to ld  m e  y o u  
p la n n e d  to d r iv e  u p  this a fte rn o o n . I  co u ld  
h a v e  steered y o u  o ff a n d  sa ve d y o u  th a t 
w aste d  t r ip .”

H e r  p r e tty  face w as s u lk y  as she lo o k e d  
d o w n  at h e r han ds o n  the w h e e l o f th e  car.

“ I  d o n ’t  m a k e  plans th a t fa r  in  a d va n c e ,”  
she m u tte re d . “ I  th o u g h t—w e ll, I  d o n ’t  
u s u a lly  ask so m e b o d y to go d r iv in g  w ith  m e 
a n d  get a b r u s h -o ff  lik e  th is .”

“ I t ’ s n o  b r u s h -o ff , H i l d a ,”  I  said. “ I ’v e  e x 
p la in e d  h o w  it  is .”

“ A n d  I  d o n ’t lik e  y o u r  e x p la n a tio n  at a ll ,”  
she said, b lu n tly .

I  fe lt m y  an ge r risin g  s lo w ly . T h e  nam e 
M ik e  n e v e r  w e n t w ith  to o  stead y a te m p e r 
a n d  I ’ m  no e xc e p tio n .

“ M a y b e ,”  I  to ld  h e r , “ y o u  can get th e  g u y  
y o u  h a d  th e  late date w ith  last n ig h t to  go 
d r iv in g  w ith  y o u .”

S h e  sho t a d a r k  lo o k  a t m e a n d  said n o th 
in g .

“ A n d  a n o th e r t h in g ,”  I  said. “ T h a t  s to ry  
y o u  w r o te , m a k in g  m e o u t a h e ro . T h a t  w as 
a lo t o f b u n k , y o u  k n o w .”

“ A n d  since w h e n  h a v e  y o u  sta rte d  te llin g  
m e  h o w  to  w r ite  m y  stories?”  she asked. “ D o  
y o u  w a n t m e to  p u ll  p ro o fs o f m y  s tu ff a n d  
send th e m  u p  h e re  fo r  y o u  to  o k a y ? ”

“ N o , b u t— ”
S h e  p u t th e  car in  g e a r w it h  a vic io u s snap
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o f th e  le v e r  u n d e r th e  w h e e l.

“ S o  lo n g ,”  she said, w it h  false sweetness. 
“ I ’m  s o r r y  I ’v e  k e p t y o u  a w a y  fr o m  y o u r  
cow s so lo n g . I  w o n ’t  b o th e r y o u  a g a in .”

“ H ild a — ”  I  said , b u t  I  h a d  to  ta k e  m y  fo o t 
d o w n  fr o m  th e  ru n n in g  b o a rd  in  a h u r r y  as 
th e  car leaped fo r w a r d . G r a v e l  sn a rle d  u n 
d e r th e  tire s o f th e  c o n ve rtib le  as she sp u n  
th e  m a ch in e  a ro u n d  th e  circle a n d  stre a k e d  
d o w n  the d r iv e . I  lo o k e d  a fte r h e r.

“ G o o d b y e , H i l d a ,”  I  said to  m y s e lf.
I  fe lt  p r e tty  lo w  w h ile  I  w as w o r k in g  in  

th e  b a m s . T h e  firs t g ir l  w h o  e v e r h a d  m e a n t 
a n y th in g  b ig  to  m e h a d  w a lk e d  in to  m y  life  
o u t o f n o w h e re  a n d  I  h a d  le t h e r w a lk  r ig h t 
o u t again. S h e  h d d  chosen m e , a b ig  g u y  
w it h  a n  u g ly  puss, w o r k in g  in  a je r k  college, 
to  p a y  som e a tte n tio n  to , a n d  I  h a d  flu ffe d  m y  
chances.

S h e  w as a  w e ll-k n o w n , i f  n o t a fa m o u s 
n e w sp a p e r w o m a n  a n d  I  w as a g u y  w h o  n e v e r  
h a d  a m o u n te d  to  m u c h  a n d , w ith o u t h e r, 
p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  w o u ld  a m o u n t to  m u c h  a n d  
she h a d  com e m o re  th a n  h a lf  w a y  to  o ffe r m e  
—w e ll, love — a n d  I  h a d  sent h e r a w a y  b e 
cause I  h a d  to  m a n ic u re  a h e rd  o f c o m .

C H A P T E R  I X  

High Pressure

T H E  o th e r g u ys le ft m e  alone. M a y b e  
th e y  k n e w  I ’ d  ta k e n  one o n  th e  c h in  b u t , 

a n y w a y , th e re  w a sn ’ t  a n y  k id d in g  a n d  th e y  
le t m e  p u rs u e  m y  o w n  g lo o m y course th a t 
a fte rn o o n . O n  S u n d a y s  w e  fo o tb a ll g u ys  h a d  
to  m a k e  u p  fo r  som e o f th e  tim e  w e  co u ld n ’t  
p a y  in  d u rin g  th e  w e e k , e ve n  w it h  o u r 
s te p p e d -u p  schedule a n d  w e  w e re  k e p t p r e t
t y  b u s y  d u r in g  th e  la te  a fte rn o o n  a n d  e a rly  
e v e n in g . U n t i l  th e n  I  h a d  n e v e r m in d e d  th e  
e x tr a  w o r k  m u c h , b u t  th a t a fte rn o o n  I  began 
fe e lin g  s o r r y  fo r  m y s e lf. H e r e  I ’d  b e a te n  m y  
b ra in s  o u t o n  th e  fo o tb a ll fie ld th e  p re vio u s  
a fte rn o o n  w h ile  th e  others sat in  c o m fo rta b le  
seats a n d  cheered. N o w  th e  ones w h o  h a d  
done th e  cheering w e re  ta k in g  i t  easy w h ile  
I  w as w ie ld in g  a p itc h fo rk  a n d  w o r k in g  o n  
th e  m ilk in g  m achines an d d o in g  th e  o th e r 
jo b s th a t h a d  to  be done.

I t ’s a  g re a t th in g , s e lf-p ity . I t  can m a k e  a  
s n iv e llin g  c ry  b a b y  o u t o f th e  to ughest g u y  
a liv e  i f  he  gives in to  it as I  d id  th a t d a y . B y  
n ig h tfa ll I  w a s re a d y  to  c r y  cm a n y b o d y ’s 
s h o u ld e r. I n  th e  s tu d y  h a ll th a t n ig h t I

co u ld n ’t  k e e p  m y  m in d  o n  w h a t I  w a s t r y in g  
to  re ad .

T h a t  w as b e fo re  so m e bo dy tip to e d  u p  to  
m e a n d  said th e re  w a s so m e bo dy o utside w h o  
w a n te d  to  see m e . I  d id n ’t  d a re  h o p e  it  w as 
H ild a , b u t  it  w as.

S h e  h a d  p a rk e d  d o w n  th e  d r iv e , u n d e r a 
b ig  tre e  th a t h a d n ’t  lost a ll its leaves y e t , a n d  
th e  shadow s w e re  th ic k . H e r  face w as ju s t 
a  d im  b lu r  in  the da rkn e ss, b u t  h e r p e rfu m e  
w a s still as sw eet as i t  h a d  been a n d  m y  
h e a rt d id  a couple o f o n e -a n d -a -h a lf ’s w h e n  
I  w a lk e d  u p  to  h e r.

“ G e t  in , M i k e ,”  she said, in  a lo w  vo ic e . I  
g o t in  th e  car.

“ I ’v e  com e to  a p o lo g ize ,”  she said, a b r u p t
l y . “ I  w a s n a s ty  this a fte rn o o n  a n d  I ’m  s o r r y . 
I ’ ve  fe lt  m iserable a ll a fte rn o o n  a n d  I  h a d  
to  com e b a c k a n d  te ll y o u  to  fo rg e t w h a t I  
sa id .”

“ S u r e ,”  I  to ld  h e r , g u lp in g .
“ I — I  d o n ’t  suppose y o u  can go fo r  a d r iv e  

n o w , can y o u ? ”  she asked.
I  c o u ld n ’t . I  h a d  a flo ck o f s tu d y in g  to  do 

a n d  besides i t  w a s g e ttin g  close to  lig h ts o u t. 
I f  I  w e n t fo r  a d r iv e  a n d  w as g ra b b e d  coining 
in  i t  w o u ld  m e a n  p le n ty  o f tro u b le , n o t o n ly  
fo r  m e  b u t  fo r  th e  re st o f the te a m . I  k n e w  
a ll th a t. S o  w e  w e n t fo r  a d r iv e .

R o c k y  w as a w a k e  w h e n  I  slipped in to  the 
d o r m ito r y .

“ Y o u  b ig  a p e ,”  he  hissed. “ W h a t’re  y o u  
t r y in g  to  do— get h e a ve d  o u t o f this place?”

“ T a k e  it  e a sy,”  I  w h is p e re d  b a ck. “ I ’m  
o k a y . N o b o d y  sa w  m e . I t ’s tim e  I  g o t d o w n  
to  th e  c re a m e ry a n y w a y , a n d  if a n y b o d y  
checks m e  I ’ ll  say I  w as o u t ahead o f tim e .”

“ Y o u ’re  h a lf a n  h o u r  la te ,”  R o c k y  said. “ I  
sent M a n n y  d o w n  th e re  to  c o ve r u p  fo r  y o u .”

“ T h a n k s , p a l,”  I  said. I  fe lt  good. H ild a  
lo v e d  m e  a n d  th e  n ig h t h a d  been b e a u tifu l 
a n d  e v e ry th in g  w as o k a y .

“ T h a n k s , y o u r  u n c le ,”  R o c k y  said, b itte r ly  
“ Y o u  stra ig h te n  u p  a n d  fly  r ig h t, M ik e .”

“ I  w i l l ,”  I  pro m ise d. “ I t  w o n ’t  happen 
a g a in .”

“ I t ’d  b e tte r n o t ,”  h e  w h isp e re d , “ W e ’re  n o t 
goin g to  le t y o u  w r e c k  th e  te a m  ju s t because 
y o u ’ v e  gone w h a c k y  o v e r a d a m e .”

I  h a d  to  le t th a t one go. I  clim b e d in to  m y  
w o r k  clothes a n d  b e a t it  fo r  th e  cre a m e ry . 
M a n n y  w a s a ll r ig h t a b o u t it  as he  w as a b o u t 
e v e r y th in g . N o b o d y  e xce p t e v e r y  g u y  in  th e  
d o r m ito r y  k n e w  I ’d  p u lle d  a sn e ak th a t n ig h t 
to  b e  w it h  H i l d a .

I  sa w  h e r o ff a n d  o n  th e  fo llo w in g  w e e k . 
S h e ’d  d r iv e  u p  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  a n d  w e ’d
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h a v e  a le w  m in u te s to g e th e r b e tw e e n  fo o t
b a ll practise a n d  th e  tim e  I ’ d  go to  w o r k . 
T h e y  w e re  m ig h ty  fin e m in u te s. A n d  she 
w o r k e d  i t  so th a t she co ve re d  th e  gam e, th a t 
S a tu r d a y , w h e n  w e  b e a t A n d r e w s  T h e o lo g 
ical, 18—0, in  a gam e th a t w a s n ’t  m a rk e d  b y  
a n y th in g  e xce p t th e  a w e  A n d r e w s  fe lt to w a rd  
us.

SH E  w as th e re , to o , w h e n  w e  k n o c k e d  
o v e r  B ric e  In s titu te , 14— 12 , in a gam e 

B ric e  re a lly  s h o u ld  h a ve  ta k e n , o r a t least 
tie d . B u t  w e ’d  g ive n  u p  th e  idea o f t r y in g  
field goals a fte r to u ch d o w n s a n d  n o w  w e  sent 
M e l th ro u g h  the center a n d he scored b o th  
tim es.

W e  ended o u r  season against F o rb is h e r , a 
little  M e th o d is t school th a t, lik e  u s, w as ju s t 
s ta rtin g  o u t to  b u ild  a fo o tb a ll te am . F o r 
bisher n e v e r sh o u ld  h a ve  p u t  a team  o n  th e  
fie ld a t a ll, b u t th e y  h a d  b o o ke d  th e  gam e 
a n d  w e  w a n te d  to  p la y  one contest a t ho m e , 
so w e  u rged th e m  to  go th ro u g h  w ith  it.

T h a t  w as th e  first tim e w e  had the l u x u r y  
o f easing u p  o n  a n  o p p o n e n t. W ith  th e  score 
36— 0 a t the e nd o f th e  firs t h a lf, R o c k y  called 
in  a ll th e  substitutes w h o  h a d n ’ t  h a d  a chance 
to p la y  m u c h  a n d  w e  saw  the second h a lf 
fro m  th e  bench. F o rb is h e r  scored in  th e  last 
q u a rte r b u t o u r subs m a n age d to  score to o , 
so th e  fin a l m a r k e r  w as 42— 7 .

S o  th e  K la m u t h  C o lle ge  fo o tb a ll te am  e n d 
ed its firs t season in  a b la ze  o f g lo ry . W e  
d id n ’t  h a v e  a n  u n be a te n  y e a r, b u t  th a t S ta te  
gam e ra te d  in  o u r m in d s as a v ic to r y , r e 
gardless o f th e  score.

W e  had a fo o tb a ll “ b a n q u e t”  a fte r th e  F o r 
bishe r gam e, th e  “ b a n q u e t”  p a rt o f it  b e in g  
th e  school colors in  crepe p a p e r th a t deco
ra te d  the d in in g  h a ll. P r e x y  T a i t  m ade a little  
speech a b o u t h o w  g la d  he  w as th a t th e  te a m  
h a d  com e th ro u g h  th e  season so s p le n d id ly

a n d  a ll o f us cam e in  fo r  a share o f th e  praise 
th a t w as being h a n d e d  o u t w it h  la v is h  doses.

“ A n d  n o w ,"  T a i t  said a t th e  e n d  o f th e  d in 
n e r, “ le t’s a ll fo rg e t th e  fo o tb a ll season a n d  
g e t b a c k  to  w o r k . P e rh a p s  som e o f us h a ve  
slipped a little  in  o u r s c h o o lw o rk o r in  the 
fie ld in  o u r e xc ite m e n t o v e r th e  fo o tb a ll sea
son. B u t  n o w  th a t th e  season’s o v e r, w e  can 
a ll go on to n e w  honors in  th e  scholastic 
fie ld .”

U h - h u h —b u t  P r e x y  T a i t  h a d n ’t  re cko n e d  
w ith  H ild a  w h e n  h e  said t h a t

B y  th a t tim e  H ild a  a n d  I  w e re  engaged, I  
guess. O f  course I  h a d n ’ t  g ive n  h e r a r in g , 
h a d n ’t  e ve n  gone th ro u g h  the fo r m a lity  of 
a sking h e r to m a r r y  m e , b u t w e  had one of 
those u n d e rsta n d in g s. A l l  th e  fre e  tim e  I  
co u ld get a n d som e tim e  th a t w a s n ’t re a lly  
free I  w as w ith  h e r.

H e r  jo b  o n  the p a p e r h a d  elastic h o u rs  a n d  
she’d  e ithe r d r iv e  o u t to  K la m u t h  o r  I ’d  h itc h 
h ik e  in to  to w n  an d the re  w e re  m o vie s and 
d in n e rs a n d , once in  a w h ile , a couple o f 
d rin k s  in  a c o ckta il lounge— fo r  h e r, th a t is.

S h e  d ra n k  m o re  th a n  I  lik e d , b u t  she c o u ld  
han dle  th e  stu ff. S h e  n e ve r got s illy  o r slo p p y 
a n d  she e xp la in e d  th a t h e r ye a rs o n  n e w s
papers h a d  tra in e d  h e r h o w  to  ta k e  care o f 
O l d  J o h n  B a rle y c o rn , so I  d id n ’t  s q u a w k .

W e  w e re  in  a place one a fte rn o o n  ju s t a fte r 
th e  fo o tb a ll season closed, c h in n in g  a b o u t 
the R o se  B o w l gam e, w h e n  she popp ed h e r 
qu e stio n .

“ H o w  a b o u t n e x t  y e a r? ”  she asked m e . 
“ H a s  R o ra g e n  g o t a n y  gam es lin e d  u p  fo r  
n e x t season y e t? ”

I  S H O O K  m y  he a d. I  k n e w  th a t M e l  h a d  
d ro p p e d  his m a n a g e ria l du ties w ith  a b ig  

sight o f re lie f a fte r the F o r b is h e r  gam e a n d  
as fa r  as the n e x t  season w e n t—t h a t c o u ld

[T u r n  page]

Can’t Keep Grandma
In Her Chair

Ske’i  as IJvely as a Youngster—Now her Backache is better
M any sufferers relieve nagging backache quick

ly, once they discover that the real cause o f their 
tsssabte may be tired kidneys.

The kidneys are Nature's chief way o f taking 
the excess acids and waste out o f the blood. They 
help m ost people pass about 3 pints a day.

W hen d isord er o f  k idn ey fu n ction  perm its 
p©jsa*s«w» m atter- to  remain in your blood, it 
may cause nagging backache, rheumatic pains, 
leg puns, lorn of pep and energy, getting up

nights, swelling, puflmess under the eyes, head
aches and disrinws. Frequent or scanty passages 
with smarting and burning sometime* shows 
there is something wrong with your kidneys or 
bladder.

Don’t  w ait! Ask your druggist for Doan’s Pills, 
a stimulant diuretic, used successfully by m illions 
for over 40 years. Doan’s give happy relief and 
will help the IS miles o f kidney tabes flush out 
possesses watte from your Wood, Qet {Joan’s Kgs,
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ta k e  care o f  its e lf w h e n  th e  tim e  cam e.

“ Y o u  o u g h t to  b e  lin in g  u p  gam es f o r  n e x t  
season,”  H i l d a  to ld  m e . “ R e a l  gam es, I  m e a n  
— n o t dates w it h  th e  t w o - b i t  schools y o u ’v e  
b e e n  p la y in g .”

“ W e re  s o rt o f t w o - b it  o u rse lve s,”  I  re m in d 
e d  h e r . -

S h e  fr o w n e d  a n d  sipped h e r  d r in k .
“ Y o u  m a y  b e ,”  she a d m itte d , “ b u t  y o u ’re  

one o f th e  bigge st d ra w in g  cards a r o u n d  h e re , 
o r  c o u ld  b e  i f  y o u  w e re  h a n d le d  r ig h t. T h e  
papers h a v e  m a de  K l a m u t h  a n  o u tsta n d in g  
n a m e  o n  th e  sports pages. Y o u  o u g h t to  cash 
in  o n  th a t, w h ile  y o u  c a n .”

“ D e -e m p h a s is ,”  I  to ld  h e r , “ is th e  w o r d  a t 
K l a m u t h . Y o u  k n o w  P r e x y  T a i l ”

“ T h a t  o ld  g o a t!”  she sn o rte d . “ T h e r e  o u g h t 
to  b e  a w a y  to  get a ro u n d  h im . I ’l l  h a v e  to  
g iv e  som e th o u g h t to  th e  m a tte r . I ’l l  d ig  u p  
so m e th in g . I  d o n ’t  w a n t a ll th e  h a r d  w o r k  
I  d id  this season to  go fo r  n o th in g . I  w a n t 
K l a m u t h  u p  th e re  w it h  th e  b ig  tamers n e x t  
y e a r .”

“ W h o ’d  b o o k  a gam e w it h  u s ? ”  I  je e re d . 
“ N o t  S ta te , c e r ta in ly .”

“ N o ,”  she a gre ed . “ S ta te  w o u ld n ’t  to u c h  
y o u  w it h  a t e n -fo o t p o le . B u t  th e re  a re  some 
business b ra in s  a t som e o f th e  o th e r b ig  

■schools—b ra in s  th a t w o u ld  see th e  gate a  
K l a m u t h  te am  w o u ld  d r a w . A n d  m a y b e  I  
can a rra n g e  s o m e th in g .”

I  d id n ’t  p a y  m u c h  a tte n tio n  to  w h a t H ild a  
said t h a t d a y , because I  d id n ’t  k n o w  H ild a  as 
w e ll  th e n  as I  do n o w . I  cam e to  re a lize  th a t 
w h e n  H ild a  set h e r m in d  to  s o m e th in g , i t  
to o k  a  m ig h ty  im m o va b le  object to  stan d  in  
h e r  w a y . S h e  w as a g ir l w h o  n e v e r ta lk e d  
a b o u t a n y  o f h e r  plans u n t il  she w a s re a d y  
to  act.

O n c e  she w as re a d y  she m a de  h e r m o v e  
a n d  b e h in d  t h a t m o v e  w a s a fu ll  set o f plans 
fig u re d  d o w n  to  th e  nth degree. I ’d  h a d  a 
cou ple o f expe rie n ce s w it h  th a t cold calcula
tio n  o f he rs a n d  I ’ d  th o u g h t i t  w a s c u te . U h -  
huh!

I  guess i t  w as th e  m id d le  o f F e b r u a r y  w h e n  
H i l d a ’s fa th e r sho w e d u p  a t K la m u t h . I  t h in k  
I ’v e  to ld  y o u  th a t he  w as one o f th e  b ig g e s t- 
s h o t coaches in th e  M id w e s t, in  his d a y , a n d  
h e  w a s. Y o u  w h o  fo llo w  th e  sports pages a n d  
re a d  a b o u t th e  career o f th e  K l a m u t h  fo o tb a ll 
te a m  k n o w  his n a m e , so th e re  w o u ld n ’t  b e  
a n y  p o in t in  re p e a tin g  i t  h e re .

L a t e r , a fte r e v e r y th in g  w a s o v e r , I  trie d  to  
fig u re  h im  o u t a n d  I  came to  th e  conclusion 
th a t h e  w a s ba sically a n  ho n e st m a n . I t  w as 
o n ly  t h a t h e  h a d  chosen a  pro fe ssio n, i f  y o u

can ca ll i t  th a t, w h ic h  calls fo r  c e rta in  id e a ls 
o r  la c k  o f th e m —ideals w h ic h  d id n ’t  f i t  i n  
w it h  K l a m u t h ’s. B u t  th a t cam e la te r.

H i l d a ’s fa th e r w a s  a h e a v y  set m a n  w i t h  a 
th a tc h  o f gle a m in g  w h ite  h a ir  a n d  th e  e x 
pression o f a  re tire d  c le rg ym a n . H e  co u ld 
ta lk  lik e  a m in is te r too w h e n  he  w a n te d  to , 
o r  h e  co u ld  r ip  th e m  o u t lik e  a d r u n k e n  lo n g 
sh o re m an  w h e n  th e  occasion d e m a n d e d . H e  
c o u ld  b e  g e n tle , b e n ig n , w is tfu lly  s o rro w fu l. 
A n d  he  co u ld  be c o ld ly  c u ttin g , b la zin g ly  a n 
g r y  a n d  sadistically c ru e l as w e ll.

H e  w a s u sin g th e  g e n tle , b e n ig n  m a k e u p  
w h e n  h e  firs t appe a red a t K la m u t h . H ild a  
b r o u g h t h im  to  th e  cam pus a n d  w e  show ed 
h im  a ro u n d  th e  place. H e  w as e n tra n ce d w it h  
th e  w o r k  w e  w e re  d o in g . H is  questions w e re  
in te llig e n t a n d  h is o bservations— th e  fe w  he 
m ade— s tru c k  th e  r ig h t n o te .

H e  m e t P r e x y  T a i t  a n d  c o m p lim e n te d  th e  
O l d  M a n  o n  w h a t h e  w a s b u ild in g  th e re  a t 
K la m u t h , u sin g ju s t th e  r ig h t w o rd s . P r e x y  
be a m e d . W e  a ll be am ed. Y e a h , H ild a ’ s fa th 
e r scored a to u c h d o w n  th e  firs t tim e  he  e v e r 
appe a red a t K la m u t h .

H e  w a s b a c k  a  couple o f w e e ks la te r w ith  
a p ro p o sitio n  fo r  T a i t . O f  course I  d id n ’t  sit 
in  o n  th a t little  t a lk  he  h a d  w it h  d ie  O l d  
M a n , b u t  I  g o t th e  gist o f th e  co n ve rsa tio n  
la te r.

H i l d a ’s fa th e r, i t  a ppe a red , h a d  been d e e p ly 
im pressed w it h  th e  w o r k  done a t K la m u t h , 
th e  goals th e  school w a s a im in g  a t. H e  h a d  
b e e n  i o  d e e p ly im pressed th a t a fte r th a t in 
spection to u r  h e  h a d  asked h im s e lf i f  th e re  
w a s n ’t  so m e thin g he co u ld d o  fo r  K l a m u t h , 
som e c o n trib u tio n  h e  c o u ld  m a k e  to  th a t 
sp le n d id  w o r k .

H e  w a s n o t, h e  to ld  P r e x y  T a i t , a w e a lth y  
m a n  so a n  e n d o w m e n t w as o u t o f th e  ques
tio n . B u t  h e  h a d  sa ve d e n o u g h  fr o m  his c o n 
side rab le  salaries i n  th e  p a st to  liv e  c o m fo rt
a b ly  w ith o u t re s o rtin g  to  s e rvitu d e  to  d ie  
crass co m m e rcialism  o f th e  b ig  colleges a n y  
lo n g e r. H e , H i l d a ’s fa th e r, fr a n k ly  w a s dis
gu ste d w it h  th e  depths to  w h ic h  b ig  tim e  
fo o tb a ll h a d  fa lle n .

T h e  gam e h a d  been in te n d e d  as a spo rt to 
be in d u lg e d  in  b y  th e  s tu d e n t b o d y  as a 
w h o le , n o t as a  m o n e y -m a k e r , a business p a r 
ticip a te d  in  b y  o n ly  a h a n d fu l o f p la y e rs  im 
p o rte d  fr o m  e v e ry w h e re  fo r  th e  sole p u rpo se  
o f m a k in g  the tu rn stile s click . H i l d a ’s fa th e r 
m o u rn e d  th e  w h o le  th in g . I t  w a s re fre sh in g  
to  fin d  th a t K l a m u t h , a t least, h a d  fo u n d  th e  
basic p rin cip le s o f fo o tb a ll as i t  w as in te n d e d .

E v e r y t h in g  h e  sa id w as r ig h t  d o w n  T a i t ’s
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a lle y . H e  h a d  th e  O l d  M a n  b o b b in g  h is head 
w ith  each w o r d  he spouted.

“ Q u it e  r ig h t,”  T a i t  said. “ Q u it e  r ig h t, in 
d e e d .”

C H A P T E R  X

The Big Time

A N D  s o , i t  came o u t, H i l d a ’s fa th e r had 
a rriv e d  a t a decision. H e  k n e w  th a t 

K la m u t h  w as fin an cially u n ab le  to  p u t a 
p h ysica l d ire ctor on th e  p a y ro ll. B u t  he 
needed no sa la ry. H e  o ffered his services as 
physical d ire c to r, gratis, in  exchange fo r  the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  h e lp these splendid y o u n g  m e n  
e n jo y th e ir sports to the fu lle st. A n d  w h a t 
did P re s id e n t T a i t  th in k  o f th a t proposition?

D o n ’t  get the idea th a t the O ld  M a n  w as a 
sap. H e  w as as sh re w d  a m a n  as y o u ’v e  e ve r 
m e t, b u t H ild a ’s fa th e r had a w a y  o f p re se n t
ing his case th a t w as h a rd  to  beat. W it h  th a t 
angelic puss o f his an d his g ift  o f gab, he 
co u ld sell a n y b o d y  a n y th in g , I  k n o w .

P r e x y  T a i t  w as o n ly  h u m a n . H e r e  w as a 
chance to  get a fa m o u s coach fo r n o th in g , 
because said coach had seen the lig h t and 
w a n te d  to he lp K la m u t h . P r e x y  T a i t  th o u g h t 
th e  pro po sitio n  w as w o n d e rfu l.

S o  fo o tb a ll a t K la m u t h  entered its n e w  era. 
H ild a  giggled a little  w h e n  I  to ld  h e r h o w  

th u n d e rs tru c k  I  w as a t th e  idea o f a coach as 
fam o u s as h e r fa th e r w o r k in g  fo r  n o th in g  at 
K la m u t h .

“ H e ’s a re al generous g u y ,”  I  to ld  h e r. “ I ’ ve 
h e a rd  a lo t o f people say th e y ’d  love  to help 
K la m u t h  som ehow , b u t he ’s the first one I  
e ve r m e t w h o  p u t it  rig h t on the lin e .”  

“ F a t h e r ’s s w e e t,”  H ild a  said. “ H e ’s got a 
h e a rt as b ig  as a ll outdoors. O r ,  if  y o u  p re 
fe r  a n oth e r cliche, o f g o ld .”

H e r  voice h a d  a fu n n y  tone w h e n  she said 
th a t, b u t she d id n ’t  e x p la in  fu r th e r. S h e  ju s t 
said she w as glad h e r fa th e r h a d  gotten the 
place because he had h a d  his h e a rt set on it 
fr o m  th e  start an d he re a lly  o u g h t to do w o n 
ders fo r  th e  te am  an d n o w  th a t w e  h a d  some 
re al coaching w e  could b o o k  games w ith  some 
b ig -tim e  schools.

T h is  w as in  F e b r u a r y , m in d  y o u , an d H ild a  
still h a d  h e r guns sighted on g e ttin g  K la m u t h  
in to  b ig -tim e  fo o tb a ll. S h e  w as lo o k in g  
m o n th s ahead w h ile  th e  rest o f us w e re  re 
g a rd in g  th e  n e x t fo o tb a ll season as som e thin g 
a  couple o f ice ages a w a y .

“ I  w a n t K la m u t h  to  get u p  the re  w it h  th e  
h e a d lin e rs,”  she used to  sa y. “ W h e n  I  in tr o 
duce y o u  to people an d te ll th e m  y o u  came 
fr o m  K la m u t h  I  d o n ’t  w a n t th e m  to  give' us a 
b la n k  lo o k  a n d  a sk w h e th e r K la m u t h  is a 
c o u n ty o r a B a lk a n  state.”

S h e  k e p t sayin g little  things lik e  th a t.
“ W h e n  w e  do such an d such”  an d “ W h e n  

w e  m eet s o -a n d -s o ” . T h e  tw o  o f us—it  w as 
a lw a ys the tw o  o f us— in  a n y th in g  she said 
a b o u t the fu tu re . I t  w as no w o n d e r th a t m y  
feet w e re  a b o u t s ix  inches o ff the g ro u n d  
m ost of the tim e  I  w as w ith  h e r. I  used to 
keep pin ch in g  m y s e lf to m a ke  sure th a t this 
w as real— th a t this w o n d e rfu l, talented g irl 
re a lly  h a d  fa lle n  in love  w ith  M ik e , the g u y  
w ith  the face th a t lo o ke d lik e  it  had been 
stepped on an d h a d.

B y  th a t tim e , I ’d  asked h e r to  m a r r y  m e 
a n d she’d said yes, as soon as I  g ra d u ate d  
fr o m  K la m u t h , w h ic h  w o u ld  be a y e a r fro m  
th a t J u n e . I  co u ld n ’t  a ffo rd  a rin g , b u t she 
said she d id n ’t  w a n t one a n y w a y  ju s t y e t, so 
e v e ry th in g  w as ju s t as it should be.

P r e x y  T a i t  g o t his first jo lt, I  guess, w h e n  
H i l d a ’s fa th e r called sprin g practise. T o  T a i t , 
fo o tb a ll w as som ething associated w ith  th e  
fa ll an d the leaves tu rn in g  gold an d crim son 
a n d  corn being shocked in  the fields. S p r in g  
w as fo r baseball and y o u n g  m e n ’s fancies as 
fa r  as the O ld  M a n  was concerned.

BU T  n o , H i l d a ’s fa th e r e xp la in e d , sp rin g  
w as also fo r  fo o tb a ll. I t  w a s, besides a  

chance to screen the team  th a t w o u ld  p la y  
the fo llo w in g  a u tu m n , a n  excellent physical 
co n ditio n e r in  its o w n  rig h t—h e a lth fu l e x e r 
cise a t its best along w ith  balanced d ie t, d e 
ve lo p m e n t of cam araderie am ong the y o u n g 
sters— o h, sp rin g  tra in in g  w as a splendid 
th in g .

I t  w as the o ld s to ry . H ild a ’s fa th e r p o u re d  
it  o n  an d P r e x y  T a i t , a fte r his first jo lt , got 
to bo b b in g  his head again and w e  w e n t in to  
sprin g tra in in g .

I t  w as tou gh too. I t  d id n ’t take us lon g  to  
get the idea th a t the o ld days w e r e  gone— th e  
days w h e n  w e  used to la u g h  a t the m istakes 
w e  m ade and a rgue  o u t o u r little  differences 
am ong ourselves. N o w , w e  fo u n d  o u t, H i l d a ’s 
fa th e r’ s w o rd  w as la w — the final la w .

“ B u t , C o a c h ,”  R o c k y  said, th a t firs t d a y , 
“ d o n ’t  y o u  th in k — ”

T h a t  w as as fa r as he got. T h a t  benign e x 
pression w e n t b y  the bo a rd  a n d  there w as a 
p ie rcin g  glare in  its place.

“ I  sa id ,”  he to ld  R o c k y  d is tin c tly , “ th a t
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w e ’ d  d o  i t  m y  w a y . A n d  w h e n  I  say th a t, it ’s 
done th a t w a y , M a s s o n e .”

R o c k y  b rid le d  a little , b u t  he  w a s th e  k in d  
o f g u y  w h o  h a te d  a n  a rg u m e n t lik e  poison. 
A n d  as it de velo p e d  th a t th e  coach’s w a y  w a s 
b e tte r th a n  th e  w a y  w e ’ d  b e e n  d o in g  i t , w e  
d ro p p e d  th e  in c lin a tio n  to  dispu te his w o r d .

H e  k e p t a t us e v e r y  m in u te , d riv in g  u s, co r
re c tin g  w h a t w e  d id  w it h  c u ttin g , sarcastic 
little  re m a rk s , lashin g o u t a t us v ic io u s ly  if  
w e  re pe a te d a m ista ke . T h e  fu n  w e n t o u t o f 
p la y in g  fo o tb a ll. In ste a d  o f th e  carefree b u n c h  
w e  h a d  been , w e  becam e a collection o f a u to 
m a to n s w h o  w e n t th ro u g h  the m o tio n s abso
lu te ly  c o rre c tly  a n d  de velo p e d  in to  a w e ll -  
oiled m a ch in e .

W e  used to  ta lk  a b o u t i t  d u rin g  o u r b u ll 
sessions, b u t  e ve n  the re  th e re  w a s a d iffe re n t 
a tm o sp h e re . H i l d a ’s fa th e r h a d  a w a y  w ith  
m e n  as I ’v e  said, a n d  h e  collected e n o u g h  
m e n  a ro u n d  h im  a n d  c h a rm e d  th e m  w it h  his 
p e rs o n a lity  to  in s u re  a cliqu e o f su p p o rte rs in  
a n y  b u ll sessions w e  m ig h t h a v e  to  discuss a 
r e v o lt  against his t y r a n n y .

I  o u g h t to  k n o w , because I  w as one o f the 
firs t m e n  th e  coach p ic k e d  o u t to  get o n  his 
side. H e  d id  it  as h e  d id  e v e r y th in g  so u n 
o b tru s iv e ly  th a t I  h a r d ly  k n e w  I  w a s the 
lea d e r o f th e  p ro -c o a c h  b u n c h  u n til , one 
n ig h t, so m e bo dy— I  th in k  i t  w as K . P . — flu n g  
th e  accusation a t m e.

“ G ’ w a n ,”  h e  sn a rle d , “ y o u ’d  say it  w as 
o k a y  if  th a t g u y  b e a t us w it h  a b u ll  w h ip ! 
H e ’s g o t y o u  tie d  u p , h a n d  a n d  fo o t. H i m  a n d  
h is d a u g h te r.”

S o m e b o d y  stepped b e tw e e n  us be fo re  w e  
co llide d a n d  a fte r a w h ile  w e  sh o o k h a n d s 
a n d  to ld  each o th e r to  fo rg e t w h a t  w e ’ d  said. 
B u t  th e  o ld  fe e lin g  w a s n ’ t  th e re  a n y  lo n g e r.

I  to ld  H ild a  a b o u t it , e x p la in in g  th a t I  w as 
w o r rie d  a b o u t th e  n e w  tre n d . S h e  la u g h e d  
a t  m e .

“ F o r  h e a v e n ’s sake, M i k e ,”  she said, “ it ’s 
tim e  y o u  fe llo w s g re w  u p . Y o u ’v e  been liv in g  
in  a  k in d  o f p re p -s c h o o l w o r ld  u p  th e re  a t 
K l a m u t h  too lo n g . I t ’s a h a r d , croool w o r ld  
y o u ’ll  be go in g o u t in to , a n d  m a y b e  i t ’s b e tte r 
t h a t y o u  fin d  o u t som e o f th e  facts o f life  n o w  
b e fo re  th e y  h it  y o u  in  th e  face la te r, w h e n  
w e re ’ s s ta rtin g  o u t to g e th e r.”

W e ll , m a y b e , I  th o u g h t. M a y b e  w e  h a d  
b e e n  so rt o f sa p p y w ith  th a t h e lp -t h e -o th e r -  
g u y  a ttitu d e , b u t  I ’d  lik e d  th a t a b o u t K l a -  
m u t S . A n d  I  d id n ’t lik e  th is  n e w  a ttitu d e , 
th is  business a b o u t e v e r y  m a n  suspecting th e  
n e x t  fe llo w  o f b e in g  a m e m b e r o f a d iffe re n t 
c r o w d , o f t r y in g  to  p u t  so m e thin g o v e r  o n

h im  o n  th e  fo o tb a ll field o r in  th e  classroom .
S p r in g  practise e n de d be fo re  th e re  w a s a 

re a l e xp lo sio n  a n d  th e  coach to o k  his s n o w y 
h a ire d , beatific presence o ff th e  K la m u t h  
cam pus. H e  e x p la in e d  th a t he  o w n e d  a  b o ys ’ 
ca m p, so m e w he re  in  M ic h ig a n , w h ic h  r e 
q u ire d  his presence d u r in g  the s u m m e r 
m o n th s , b u t h e  p ro m ise d  h e ’d  be b a c k . A n d , 
o h  yes, h e ’d  lin e d  u p  a fine schedule fo r  th e  
school th a t fa ll— one th a t w o u ld  be su re  to 
sw e ll th e  coffers o f th e  S tu d e n t F u n d  b y  a 
sizeable a m o u n t.

C H A P T E R  X I  

H angover

W E  n e a r ly  fa in te d  w h e n  w e  got a p e e k 
a t th a t schedule H i l d a ’s fa th e r h a d  

ta k e n  u p o n  h im s e lf to a rra n g e  fo r us. W e  
ope n e d against Du che ss! A f t e r  th a t w e  m e t 
som e o f th e  bigge st, strong est, toughest 
squads in  th e  c o u n try . In c lu d e d  in  the sched
u le  w e re  tw o  n o to rio u s  fo o tb a ll fa cto rie s, o f 
th e  ty p e  th a t H i l d a ’s fa th e r h a d  sobbed o v e r 
d u r in g  h is first in te r v ie w  w ith  P r e x y  T a i t .

P o o r  P r e x y — H i l d a ’s fa th e r h a d  h im  b y  the 
s h o rt h a ir . H e  w e n t in to  a spasm  w h e n  he  
saw  th a t schedule, b u t  w h a t  co u ld h e  do? 
T h e  ta k e  o n  those gam es w o u ld  m e a n  th a t 
th e  school c o u ld  h a v e  h a lf a d o ze n  th in g s 
T a i t  h a d  d re a m e d  o f h a v in g  in  th e  d im  fu tu r e . 
I t  w o u ld  m e a n  th a t m o re  stu de n ts co u ld  be 
a ccom m odated a t K l a m u t h , m o re  sch o lar
ships a rra n g e d , m o re  a n d  b e tte r e q u ip m e n t 
in sta lle d .

A t  th a t, th e  O l d  M a n  m ig h t h a v e  b a lk e d  if  
i t  h a d n ’t  been fo r  th e  fa c t th a t H i l d a ’s fa th e r 
sh o w e d  h im  the contracts h e ’d  signed, p r o m 
ising to  h a v e  a K l a m u t h  te am  on th e  fie ld  on 
c e rta in  specified dates. T h o s e  contracts w e re  
pledges m ade in  th e  n a m e  o f K la m u t h  C o l 
lege a n d  T a i t  c o u ld n ’t  go b a c k  o n  th e m .

T h e  O l d  M a n  re m e m b e re d  th e n  th a t he  h a d  
g iv e n  H ild a ’s fa th e r som e in n o c e n t little  con
tra c t fo r  h im s e lf, a p a p e r th a t ga ve  the coach 
th e  r ig h t to b o o k  gam es fo r  th e  te a m  w h e r 
e v e r he  saw  fit.

P r e x y  T a i t  w as stu c k.
T h e r e  w as one th in g  w e  c o u ld  h a v e  done to  

r u in  th e  coach’s gam e. W e  c o u ld  a ll h a v e  
s im p ly  re fu se d  to  p la y  fo o tb a ll. W h y  d id n ’t  
w e? L is t e n , w e  w e re  as h u m a n  as th e  n e x t 
m a n  a n d  w e  th o u g h t a b o u t those trip s  to  th e  
b ig  places th a t w e re  o n  o u r schedule, those
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m a m m o th  stadia fille d  w it h  people tu r n in g  
o u t to  see us p la y , th e  n e w sp a p e r articles 
a b o u t u s, th e  cheers o f th e  c ro w d — a n d  w h a t 
d o  y o u  t h in k  w e  decided?

W e ’d  w o r k e d  h a r d  th e  p re vio u s  season, 
t r y in g  to  k e e p  o u r  scholastic stan d in gs u p  
a n d  p ra ctisin g on o u r  o w n  tim e  a n d  ta k in g  
the b u m p s th a t cam e o u r w a y  w ith o u t a n y 
m o re  r e w a r d  th a n  th a t “ b a n q u e t” , w h ic h  
r e a lly  w as o n ly  th e  re g u la r e ve n in g  m eal 
w it h  crepe p a p e r decorations. N o w  w e  co u ld 
get som e o f the g r a v y  th a t w as d u e  us. K l a -  
m u th  o w e d it  to  us in  r e tu r n  fo r  the d o u g h  
w e  w e re  g o in g  to p ile  in to  th e  S tu d e n t F u n d .

Y o u  see th e  change in  a ttitu d e , d o n ’t  y o u ?  
T h a t  change w as ge n e ral th ro u g h o u t th e  
fo o tb a ll c ro w d , a n d  th e re  w as a d iffe re n t a t
titu d e  p re v a le n t a m o n g  the re st of the s tu 
d e n t b o d y , to o . T h e  o th e rs, th e  ones w h o  
d id n ’t  p la y  fo o tb a ll, resented the idea o f us 
tr a v e lin g  a ll o v e r  th e  c o u n try , g e ttin g  a ll the 
la u re l w re a th s , w h ile  th e y  stayed b a c k at 
K l a m u t h  a n d d id  o u r w o r k  fo r  us.

O h  yes, H i l d a ’s fa th e r h a d  ta lk e d  P r e x y  
T a i t  in to  a rra n g in g  a special schedule fo r  us 
w h ic h  gave us m o re  tim e  fo r  fo o tb a ll an d 
to o k  u s o u t o f th e  cow  sheds. I  d o n ’t  k n o w  
h o w  he ta lk e d  T a i t  into  th a t on e , b u t he  d id . 
G r e a t  co n vin ce rs w e re  H ild a  a n d h e r fa th e r.

W e  opened o u r season against D u c h e ss 
a fte r a m o n th  o f practise th a t w as a b o u t 
tw ice  as to u g h  as the sp rin g  tra in in g  had 
be e n . W e ’d  been ta k e n  o ff o u r s u m m e r duties 
in  th e  m id d le  o f A u g u s t  a n d  fr o m  th a t d a y  on 
th e  o ld  w h ip  h a d  cra cke d  lo u d ly  a n d  o fte n  in  
th e  han ds o f th e  o ld m a ste r, H i l d a ’s fa th e r. 
W h e n  w e  jog ge d o u t o n to  th e  fie ld against 
D u ch e ss th a t S e p te m b e r a fte rn o o n  w e  w e re  
as h a r d -b itte n  a cre w  as y o u ’d e v e r w a n t n o t 
to m e e t in  a d a r k  a lle y .

TH E  h a n g o v e r fr o m  th e  p u b lic ity  w e ’d 
re ce ive d th e  p re vio u s  season, plu s the 

d r u m -th u m p in g  th a t H ild a  a n d  h e r col
leagues h a d  done in  p re -se a so n  stories, ha d 
fille d  th e  s ta d iu m . B r a v e  little  K l a m u t h  w as 
co m in g  o u t again to  do b a ttle  w ith  a g ia n t fo r  
th e  sheer lo ve  o f p la y in g  fo o tb a ll an d a n  e a r
n e st desire to  b rin g  h o n o r to  th e ir  tin y  co
o p e ra tive  school. H a h !

I  co u ld im a g in e  w h a t th e  people in  th e  
stands w e re  sa yin g .

“ D i d  y o u  h e a r th e y  practise in  a c o w  pas
tu r e  b y  th e  lig h t o f d ie  m o o n ? ”

“ I  u n d e rs ta n d  th e y  h itc h -h ik e d  u p  fo r  this 
g a m e .”

“ T h e y  sa y t h a t th e y  h a v e  to  m a k e  u p  e v e r y

m in u te ’s w o r k  th e y  lose p la y in g  fo o tb a ll.”
A n d  I  re m e m b e re d  w h a t H i l d a ’s fa th e r, h is 

face tw iste d  in  a scow l th a t h a d n ’t  m a d e  h im  
lo o k  a t a ll lik e  a re tire d  m in is te r, h a d  to ld  
us ju s t be fo re  w e  w e n t o u t to  m e e t D u ch e ss.

“ Y o u  g u ys  k n o w  the g a m e ,”  he  h a d  said. 
“ I f  y o u  d o n ’t p la y  it  th e  r ig h t w a y  I ’ ll  k n o w  
y o u ’re  do gg in g i t .” .

W e ll, w e  p la y e d  it th e  r ig h t w a y  because 
H i l d a ’s fa th e r w as a good coach a n d  h a d  b e a t
en fo o tb a ll s k ill in to  e v e ry  one o f us, w h e th e r 
o r n o t w e  resented his m e th o ds. W e  p la y e d  
D u ch e ss to  a fa r e -th e e -w e ll w ith o u t a flu k e  
to  h e lp  us. W e  to o k  e v e ry th in g  D u c h e ss h a d  
to  o ffe r a n d g a ve  it  r ig h t b a c k to  h e r w it h  a  
little  e x tr a .

W e  bu ste d u p  h e r passing a tta c k , th a t w as 
supposed to b e  so h o t a n d  w h e n  th e y  trie d  
to  tr a v e l o n  th e  g ro u n d  w e  sm o the re d th e ir  
progress. W e  w e re  g rin d in g  o u t to u ch d o w n s 
th e  h a rd  w a y  as M e l R o ra g e n  g o t his first 
step o n  th e  p a th  to  A l l - A m e r i c a  ho n o rs w ith  
his crashing plunges.

W e  p la y e d  good fo o tb a ll e ve n  i f  w e  d id n ’t  
e n jo y  ourselves d o in g  it . W e  p la y e d  sa va g e ly 
because th a t w a s th e  w a y  w e  h a d  been 
tra in e d  to  p la y  th e  gam e . W e  w o r k e d  on one 
lin e m a n  w ith  e v e ry th in g  w e  h a d  u n til  ju s t 
b e fo re  his coach saw  he w as o u t o n  h is fe e t 
an d th e n  p o u re d  th ro u g h  th a t b a tte re d  w re c k  
fo r  a lo n g  one. I t  w as ru th le ss, heartless, 
pitiless fo o tb a ll.

W e  w e re  in  th e  b ig  leagues an d w e  w e re  
o u t to  w in . W e  w a n te d  a B o w l b id .

Y e a h , w e  h a d  th a t b u g  a lre a d y . H i l d a ’s 
fa th e r h a d  m ade su re w e  w e re  b itte n  b y  it , 
e a rly  th a t fa ll. A  y e a r  ago w e ’d h a ve  gone 
in to  hysterics o v e r th e  idea. T h is  y e a r, w h e n  
the coach to ld  us he w as sho o tin g fo r  a B o w l 
b id , w e  d id n ’t  e ve n  sn ic ke r.

“ Y o u ’ll h a v e  p le n ty  o f nice trip s this f a ll ,”  
he ha d said. “ G o o d  hotels, p le n ty  o f sigh t
seeing, lots o f fu n . B u t  th e  B o w l tr ip  is the 
re al one. T h a t ’s th e  one y o u ’ ll re m e m b e r. 
T h a t ’s th e  one w e ’ll be sho o tin g fo r .”

T h u s  it  w as th a t e v e r y  te a m  w e  cam e u p  
against w as ju s t a n o th e r b lo c k  in  o u r p a th  
to a B o w l gam e th a t had to  b e  re m o ve d  b y  
one m eans o r a n o th e r. D u c h e ss w as the firs t 
b lo c k  a n d  we sho ve d th a t aside w ith  a sm ash
in g  a tta c k  th a t belonged in m idseason ra th e r 
th a n  a n  o pe n e r, as th e  papers said th e  n e x t 
d a y .

“ T h a t ’s a m ig h ty  fo o tb a ll m a chin e  t h e y ’v e  
b u ilt  d o w n  a t K l a m u t h ,”  one co lum n ist w ro te . 
“ T h o s e  b o ys m a k e  e v e r y  p la y  as th o u g h  i t  
w e re  th e  one th a t w o u ld  take  th e m  to  P a s a 
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dena. I f  th e y  can ke e p u p  th a t relentless 
b r a n d  o f b a ll th e  re st o f th e  season w ith o u t 
a n y  le t-d o w n , D u che ss is g o in g  to  h a v e  p le n ty  
o f c o m p a n y o n  th e  m o u rn e r’s be n ch. A f t e r  to 
d a y ’s gam e, w e  can’t  th in k  o f a n y b o d y  w h o  
can take  K la m u t h . A n d  th a t goes fo r  B a r 
to n .”

B A R T O N ,  o f course, w as o u r highest 
h u rd le . A lw a y s  a leadin g figu re  in  the 

fo o tb a ll w o r ld , B a r to n  h a d  been re in fo rc e d  
b y  a flo ck o f re tu rn e d  ve te ra n s and B a rto n  
w a s re d  h o t th a t y e a r. W e  d id n ’t p o in t fo r  
th e  B a r to n  gam e especially, w e  p o in te d  fo r  
e v e ry  gam e, b u t w e  a ll k n e w  th a t th e  chips 
w o u ld  be d o w n  w h e n  w e  cam e u p  against 
h e r.

W e  tra v e lle d  h a lfw a y  across the c o u n try  
a fte r w a llo p in g  D u ch e ss 20— 0 an d h a d  an 
easy tim e  w it h  K e n le a r . W e  to o k  W a g n a ll, 
14— 6, a n d  g o t b a w le d  o u t a ll th e  w a y  b a c k  
to  K la m u t h  because w e  d id n ’t  chalk u p  a  b ig 
ger score.

W e  w e n t S o u th  to  ta k e  S h e rb ro o k  in  o u r 
strid e , 40— 0. W e  tra m p le d  d o w n  H i g h -  
b rid g e , 28— 3.

W e  to o k B a r to n  on a r a in -a n d -s n o w  a fte r
n o o n , 7 — 0.

Is  th a t a ll I ’m  going to  say a b o u t th e  B a r 
to n  game— th e  b ig  one? S u r e , because it  w as 
ju s t a n o th e r gam e to  u s a n d  a p r e tty  d u ll 
gam e a t th a t. T h e r e  w as a tim e , lik e  th e  d a y  
w e  p la y e d  R e e d  A g r ic u lt u r a l, w h e n  I  co u ld 
h a v e  re p la ye d  d a rn e d  n e a r e v e ry  m o ve  w e  
m ade .

B a r to n  w as ju s t a n o th e r lin e u p  o f b ig  m e n  
w h o  h a d  p le n ty  o f s tu ff, b u t  n o t e n o u g h  to 
b e a t us.

T h e  fla v o r h a d  gone o u t o f the gam e fo r 
a ll o f u s. W e  w e re  tire d  o f fo o tb a ll, w e a r y  o f 
th e  endless g rin d , sick o f th e  h o w lin g  stadia 
t h a t w e r e  p a cke d  so lid ly e v e ry tim e  w e  
p la y e d . W e  h a d  th o u g h t w e ’d  e n jo y th e  trip s 
b u t  n o n e  o f us d id . T h e  coach w as a lw a ys  
a fte r us, w h ip p in g  us a lo n g , eve n  w h e n  w e  
w e re n ’ t  on the field.

W e ’d  get in to  o u r cars a t th e  c ity  n e a r 
K la m u t h  a n d  tr a v e l to  a n o th e r c ity  a n d  check 
in to  a h o te l. W e ’d  stay th e re  u n til  i t  w as 
tim e  to  go to  th e  stad iu m — som etim es w e ’d 
h a v e  a lig h t d r ill  o n  the p re vio u s  a fte rn o o n , 
i f  w e  a r riv e d  in  tim e— a n d  th e n  w e ’d  go o u t 
a n d  p la y  a gam e o f fo o tb a ll.

A f t e r  the gam e w e ’d  go b a c k  to th e  h o te l, 
eat, check o u t a n d  get a b o a rd  o u r t r a in  to  go 
b a c k  to  K la m u t h .

A  g lam o ro u s life , h u h ?

In ste ad  o f g e ttin g  a k ic k  o u t o f a ll  th e  
a tte n tio n  w e  a ttra c te d , d u r in g  th e  fe w  m in 
utes w e  w e re  exposed to  the p u b lic  e ye  a w a y  
fr o m  th e  g rid iro n , w e  got to fe e l lik e  a b u n c h  
o f tw o -h e a d e d  calves or so m e thin g. T h e  r e 
po rte rs w o u ld  a sk us a lo t o f questions and 
H ild a ’s fa th e r w o u ld  be r ig h t th e re  to  m a ke  
sure w e  gave th e  r ig h t a n sw e rs, a n d th e  p a 
pers w o u ld  be fille d  w ith  stories a b o u t m e m 
bers o f the “ W o n d e r  T e a m  fr o m  the H i l ls ” .

M o s t o f th e  sports w rite rs  seem ed to  be 
su rprise d th a t w e  k n e w  h o w  to  eat w it h  fo rk s  
a n d  use n a p k in s . I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t th e y  e x 
pected, b u t  a couple o f th e m  w e re  v is ib ly  dis
a p p o in te d  w h e n  th e y  fo u n d  o u t th a t w e  w o re  
th e  same k in d  o f clothes th e y  d id  and spoke 
th e  same lan gu age .

“ T h is  K la m u t h  C o lle g e ,”  one o f th e m  asked 
m e one d a y . “ Is  it  tru e  th a t y o u r  m o n e y 
comes fro m  M o s c o w ? ”

Y o u  h a d  to re m e m b e r to  bite  d o w n  h a rd  
w h e n  th e y  th r e w  one lik e  th a t a t y o u . Som e 
o f the n e w spa pe r syndicates h a d  go tte n  the 
idea so m ew here th a t w e  w e re  a b u n c h  o f r a d 
icals a n d  h a d  h in te d  b ro a d ly  th a t w e  w e re  
p ro b a b ly  a ll C o m m u n is t spies in  disguise as 
fo o tb a ll pla ye rs.

I t  w as s tric tly  to  la u g h , b u t  w e  c o u ld n ’t  
appreciate th e  h u m o r , so m e ho w .

“ S u r e ,”  I  to ld  this je r k  re p o rte r. “ W e  get 
p a id  e v e ry  S a tu r d a y  n ig h t. T e n  ru b le s i f  w e  
w in — a o n e -w a y  tic k e t to  S ib e ria  if  w e  h a p 
pe n  to  lose ."

“ S m a rt g u y , h u h ? ”  he asked m e . H e  w as 
a b o u t fiv e  fe e t fiv e  a n d  lo o k e d  as if  a h a irc u t 
w o u ld n ’t  do h im  a b it  o f h a rm . I  w as fig u rin g  
w h ic h  w a y  h e ’d  fa ll w h e n  th e  coach bustled 
in  a n d  led th e  g u y  a w a y  to w a rd  the tab le  th a t 
h e ld  the sandw iches a n d  th e  liq u o r . H ild a ’ s 
fa th e r p u t  o u t a spread fo r  th e  n e w sp a p e r
m e n  in  e v e ry  to w n  w e  h it. T h a t  came o u t of 
“ expenses”  a n d  th e  S tu d e n t F u n d  n e ve r saw  
i t

A f t e r  the B a r to n  gam e, w e  a ll re la x e d  a n d  
trie d  to  get b a c k in to  the sw in g  o f th in g s a t 
K la m u t h . I t  w a sn ’t easy. W e ’d  lost so m u c h  
tim e  w ith  o u r traipsin g a ro u n d  the c o u n try , 
p la y in g  fo o tb a ll, th a t w e  w e re  w a y  b e h in d  
in  o u r classes a n d  w e  h a d  e n o u g h  m a k e 
u p  tim e  in  th e  fie ld to keep us b u s y  w o r k in g  
o ve rtim e  u n til  g ra d u a tio n .

A n d  th e  fe llo w s a n d  gals w e ’d  k n o w n  so 
w e ll acted d iffe re n tly  to w a rd  u s, th in k in g  
a b o u t those splurges w e ’d  m ade a ro u n d  th e  
c o u n try , liv in g  o ff the fa t o f th e  la n d , w in e d  
a n d  d in e d  in  th e  best places because w e  k n e w  
h o w  to  c a rry  a  fo o tb a ll.



UNBEATEN SEASON

C H A P T E R  X I I  

Back to Normalcy

I  W O N T  say P r e x y  T a i t  g a ve  us th e  cold 
e ye  e x a c tly , b u t  he  w a s d iffe re n t in  his 

a ttitu d e  to w a rd  us, too. H e  co u ld n ’t  b e a r 
d o w n  o n  us too m u c h , o f course, because h e ’d 
b e e n  ca u ght in  th e  same tra p  w e  h a d , b u t the 
o ld s p irit b e tw e e n  the fr o n t office and the 
s tu d e n t b o d y w a s p r e tty  w e a k  w h e n  w e  trie d  
to  get b a c k in to  harness.

T h a t  d id n ’t  set so w e ll w ith  us, e ith e r. T h e  
fo o tb a ll season ha d been fa r  fro m  w h a t w e  
th o u g h t it w as go in g to  b e . W e  m ig h t h a ve  
been excused fr o m  class an d field w o r k , b u t 
w e ’d done p le n ty  o f w o r k  o n  the fo o tb a ll 
fie ld , le a rn in g  h o w  to  p la y  w e ll e n o u gh to 
e a rn  im p o rta n t m o n e y  fo r  the school.

W e  had the idea th e  rest of the stu d e n t 
b o d y  o u g h t to  be g ra te fu l to  us fo r gettin g 
u p  the m o n e y  to  g e t a ll th a t n e w  e q u ip m e n t 
a n d  w e  b u rn e d  w h e n  w e  fo u n d  ourselves 
tre a te d  lik e  a b u n c h  of bu m s w h o ’d gone off 
o n  pleasure trip s , le a vin g  th e  others to  do the 
w o r k .

W e  got to be a tig h t little  g ro u p  w it h  o u r 
o w n  set of gru d g e s. W e ’d  h e lp  each o th e r 
once in  a w h ile , b u t it  w as to he ck w ith  a n y 
b o d y  w h o  d id n ’t  belong to  o u r  b u n c h . A n d  
w h e n  H i l d a ’s fa th e r cam e u p  w it h  th e  a n 
n o u n c e m e n t th a t w e ’d  been g ive n  the O ra n g e  
B o w l  b id  w e  a ll said o k a y . H i l d a ’s fa th e r h a d  
to ld  us the B o w l tr ip  w as the real trip .

W e ’d g ro w n  accustom ed to  disre g ard in g  
a n y  prom ises th e  coach m a de  b u t in  th is  in 
stance w h a t c o u ld  w e  lose? W e  v o te d  fo r  the 
tr ip  a n d  P r e x y  T a i t  m o re  o r less h a d  to give  
us the o k a y . H i l d a ’s fa th e r ha d h im  o v e r a 
b a rre l w ith  a n o th e r con tract an d he c o u ld n ’t 
h a v e  said no if h e ’d w a n te d  to.

I  h a d  d in n e r w ith  H ild a  in to w n  the n ig h t 
h e r fa th e r m a de  the O r a n g e  B o w l a n n o u n c e 
m e n t. I  sh o u ld n ’ t h a ve  been th e re , I  suppose, 
because it w as a s tu d y  n ig h t, b u t b y  th a t tim e  
m o st o f us o n  th e  squad w e re  ta k in g  tim e  o ff 
w h e n  w e  fe lt  lik e  it , su bje ct, of course, to 
th e  coach’s o k a y .

H ild a  th o u g h t the O r a n g e  B o w l b id  w as 
m a rv e lo u s , b u t she had m o re  im p o rta n t n e w s.

“ D a d ’s g o t his o ffe r,”  she to ld  m e . “ H e  got 
i t  t o d a y .”

" W h a t  o ffe r? ”  I  asked.
“ T h e  b id  to  coach B a r t o n , s illy ,”  she said. 

“ D i d n ’t  h e  te ll y o u ? ”

N o , he  h a d n ’t  to ld  m e . A l l  h e  h a d  to ld  m e 
w as to get in  th e re  a n d  p la y  fo o tb a ll lik e  a 
g ro w n  m a n  instead o f a g ra m m a r school k id . 
H e ’d to ld  m e th a t q u ite  o fte n .

“ B a r to n ? ”  I  a sked. “ I  d id n ’t  k n o w  he  w as 
a fte r the B a rto n  j o b .”

H ild a  n o d d e d  a n d  to o k  a sip o f the d r in k  
th a t w as a lw a ys  close b y  h e r e lb o w .

“ H e ’s been a fte r it  fo r  y e a r s ,”  she said. 
“ I t ’s one of th e  b e s t-p a y in g  jobs in th e  c o u n 
t r y , U p  till  n o w , he n e v e r c o u ld  q u ite  m a k e  
th e  grade. A n d  w h e n  he  lost o u t a t w h e re  
he w a s— some stu p id  m isu n d e rsta n d in g  w ith  
some fu d d y -d u d d y  fa c u lty  b o a rd  w h o  
th o u g h t he w as to o  ro u g h  on the little  m a m 
m a ’s bo ys— it lo o k e d  as th o u g h  h e  m ig h t n e v 
e r g e t the b id .

“ S o m e  people th o u g h t he w a s too o ld -  
school. B u t  he sh o w e d  B a r to n  this y e a r  th a t 
he co u ld still p u t o u t a w in n in g  te am . H e  
to o k  the w o rs t he co u ld fin d  a n d  m ade i t  in to  
a B o w l te a m .”

T H E  w o rs t he c o u ld  fin d — th a t w as K l a -  
m u th . A n d  H i l d a ’ s fa th e r h a d  beaten o u r 

b ra in s o u t fo r  a y e a r  to p ro v e  th a t h e  c o u ld  
m a k e  a w in n in g  fo o tb a ll c o m b in a tio n  o u t o f 
a b u n c h  of lug s w h o  had th o u g h t th a t p la y 
ing fo o tb a ll w as ju s t a gam e.

“ T h a t ’s fin e ,”  I  said, w e a k ly . “ T h a t ’s 
g re a t.”

“ Is n ’t it? ”  she asked. “ A n d  he la u g h e d  a t 
m e w h e n  I  firs t proposed i t ”

“ O h , it w as y o u r  idea, th e n ,”  I  said. 
“ U h - h u h .”  S h e  n o d d e d . “ I  g o t m y  stro ke  

o f b rillia n ce  r ig h t a fte r th e  S ta te  gam e last 
y e a r. I  th o u g h t to m ys e lf th a t if  D a d  c o u ld  
get h o ld  o f y o u  b o ys an d re a lly  coach y o u  
y o u  m ig h t stan d a chance o f w in n in g  th is  
y e a r, a n d  if y o u  got a good e n o u g h  schedule 
the people a t B a rto n  w o u ld  ju s t h a ve  to  g ive  
D a d  th e  b id  fo r th e  jo b .”

“ I  see,”  I  said. “ T h e n  a ll y o u  d id  w a sn ’t  
ju s t fo r dear o ld K l a m u t h .”

S h e  lau g h e d .
“ T h a t  p lac e,”  she to ld  m e . “ D a r lin g , w o n ’t  

I  be g l a d  t o  s e e  y o u  o u t  o f  t h e r e ! ”

“ D o  y o u ,”  I  in q u ire d  c a re fu lly , “ th in k  y o u  
can stand h a v in g  m e th e re  u n til  n e x t  Ju n e ?  
P r o v id in g , o f course, th a t I  do g ra d u a te  n e x t  
J u n e ? ”

S h e  w r in k le d  u p  h e r nose in  th a t grim ace  
I ’d p re v io u s ly  fo u n d  so a d o ra b le .

“ D o n ’t  be rid ic u lo u s ,”  she said. “ Y o u ’re  
n o t stayin g  at th a t a w fu l place u n til  n e x t  
J u n e .”

“ I ’m  n o t? ”  I  said.
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“ O f  course n o t ,”  she c h u c k le d . “ I  m e a n t to  

sa ve  th is  fo r  y o u  u n til  a fte r th e  O r a n g e  B o w l  
g a m e , b u t  y o u  m ig h t as w e ll see i t  n o w .”

S h e  reached in to  th e  h u g e  ba g she c a rrie d  
a n d  p u lle d  o u t a fo ld e d  te le g ra m . S h e  h a n d e d  
i t  across th e  ta b le  to m e . I  re a d  th e  message 
a n d  b lin k e d . I t  re a d —

OKAY ON MIKE PROPOSAL. HAVE HIM RE
PORT HERE NOT LATER THAN DECEMBER FIFTH
READY TO PLAY.

T h e  te le g ra m  w as signed b y  a  m a n  w it h  a 
fa m ilia r  n a m e . H e  w as th e  o w n e r o f one o f 
N e w  Y o r k ’s pro fe ssio na l fo o tb a ll team s. I  r e 
fo ld e d  th e  te le g ra m  n e a tly  a n d  passed i t  b a c k 
to  H i l d a .

“ S u p p o se  y o u  b r ie f m e ,”  I  suggested. “ J u s t  
w h a t  do I  d o ? ”

“ W h y ,”  she said, “ I  k n e w  y o u  w o u ld n ’t  
w a n t  to  stay a t K la m u t h  a ll tho se  m o n th s ju s t 
to  fin ish  o u t a s illy  course a n d  get a d ip lo m a  
t h a t doesn’t  m e a n  a n y th in g , a n d  I  k n e w  th a t 
y o u  c o u ld  get a good c o n tra c t w ith  these p r o ’s 
r ig h t a w a y , as soon as th e  O r a n g e  B o w l is 
o v e r , so I  g o t in  to u c h  w ith  this m a n — I  k n o w  
h im  q u ite  w e ll— a n d  o ffe re d  y o u r  services. 
A n d  h e ’s accepted a t  th e  price I  q u o te d ."

I  p ic k e d  u p  a f o r k  a n d  m a de  a tra c in g  o n  
th e  ta b le c lo th . D o o d lin g , I  re a lize d  I  w as 
d r a w in g  o u t o u r X - 3  p la y  w h e r e  I  p u ll  o u t o f 
lin e  a n d  p ro te c t th e  passer g o in g  o u t to  th e  
fla n k . I  p u t d o w n  th e  fo r k .

“ I  h o p e  y o u  g o t a good price fo r  m e ,”  I  said. 
M y  vo ice  w a s  q u ite  ca lm . “ I t ’s nice to  k n o w  
these little  th in g s .”

“ I  t h in k  I  d id  v e r y  w e ll ,”  she to ld  m e . S h e  
n a m e d  a  fig u re  th a t m a d e  m e b lin k  a gain . 
“ O f  course y o u ’ll  o n ly  p la y  in  a couple o f 
gam es this season, b u t  th e re ’s n e x t  y e a r  a n d  
th e  y e a r  a fte r th a t an d m a y b e  y o u  h a v e  five  
ye a rs  o f p ro  b a ll in  y o u .”

“ U h - h u h ,”  I  said. “ M a y b e .”
S o m e th in g  in  m y  to n e  m u s t h a v e  caught 

h e r  e a r.
S h e  lo o k e d  a t m e , w o n d e r in g ly .
“ W h y , M i k e ,”  she said , in  a n  astonished 

vo ic e . “ Y o u  d o n ’t  so u n d v e r y  enthusiastic 
a b o u t w h a t I ’v e  d o n e !”

I  w a ite d  a  co u ple  o f m o m e n ts b e fo re  I  
sp o ke , fig h tin g  to  k e e p  m y  vo ice  d o w n .

“ I ’m  n o t, d e a r ,”  I  said, v e r y  q u ie tly . “ I ’m  
n o t a t a ll e n thusiastic a b o u t tile  idea o f y o u r  
a rra n g in g  fo r  m e to  le a ve  school a n d  p la y  
p r o  b a ll. I  d o n ’t  in te n d  to  le a ve  school a n d  
I  d o n ’t  in te n d  to  p la y  p r o  b a lL  S o  suppose 
y o u  se n d th is  fe llo w  a  w ir e  a n d  te ll h im  t h a t.”

SH E  lea n e d b a c k  in  h e r c h a ir a n d  sta re d
a t m e .

“ B u t — y o u  m e a n  y o u ’re  g o in g  to t u r n  th is  
o ffe r d o w n ? "  she a sked. “ A l l  th a t m o n e y?  
W e  c o u ld  be m a rrie d  r ig h t a w a y , M ik e , a n d  
w e ’d  h a v e  m o n e y  e n o u g h  to  set u p  ho u se 
k e e p in g  a fte r y o u  cam e o ff th e  ro a d  a n d —  
a n d — ”

“ L o o k , h o n e y ,”  I  said. “ I ’m  go in g to  fin ish  
school. I ’ve  w o r k e d  p r e tty  h a rd  to g e t as fa r 
as I ’v e  g o tte n  a t K l a m u t h , a n d I ’m  go in g to  
fin ish  u p . T h e n , I ’ m  g o in g  to  get a jo b  m a n 
a ging some b ig  fa r m . A n d  th e n  I ’m  go in g to  
w o r k  tw ice  as h a r d  to get th e  d o u g h  to  h a v e  
m y  o w n  place. T h a t ’ s th e  p ro g ra m . T h e r e ’s 
n o  p r o  fo o tb a ll in  i t  a n y w h e re .”

S h e  to o k  a g u lp  o f h e r d r in k  a n d  set d o w n  
h e r d r in k  h a rd .

“ T h a t ’s you r  p r o g r a m ,”  she said, a n d  s u d 
d e n ly  she w a s n ’t  h a lf  as cute as she h a d  be e n . 
“ B u t  it  isn’t  m in e . Y o u  sou n d lik e  m y  first 
h u s b a n d , a lw a y s  insisting on h a v in g  h is o w n  
w a y  a n d  a b so lu te ly d isre g a rd in g  a n y  sugges
tio n s, a n y  plan s, I  m ig h t m a k e .

“ W e ll, listen to  m e , M ik e . I  d o n ’t  in te n d  to  
be tie d  d o w n  to  a n y  m a n  w h o  insists o n  s ta y 
in g  in  a h ic k  school th a t w as th e  la u g h in g  
stock o f th e  c o u n try  b e fo re  m y  fa th e r m a de  it  
a m o u n t to  so m e th in g . A n d  if  y o u  t h in k  I ’m  
g o in g  to  stagnate o n  some p ig  fa r m  fo r  th e  
re s t o f m y  life , y o u ’re  c r a z y .”

“ N o t  p ig s ,”  I  said. “ B lo o d e d  sto c k .”
S h e  w a v e d  a fu rio u s  ha n d .
“ W h a te v e r  i t  is ,”  she said, “ i t ’s n o t fo r  m e ”  
“ L is t e n ,”  I  re m in d e d  h e r, “ y o u ’v e  k n o w n  

fo r  a lo n g  tim e  ju s t w h a t I  in te n d e d  to  b e , 
w h a t I  in te n d e d  to  d o . H o w  com e y o u  s u d 
d e n ly  te ll m e  th a t y o u  d o n ’t  w a n t a n y  p a r t 
o f it? ”

“ I  d id n ’t  ta k e  y o u  s e rio u s ly ,”  she said. “ I  
fe lt su re  th a t once y o u  got o u t o n  these fo o t
b a ll trip s  a n d  saw  h o w  people re a lly  liv e , 
y o u ’d th r o w  a w a y  those c r a zy  ideas. I  
th o u g h t y o u ’d  be a b ig  e n o u g h  m a n  to do 
th a t.”

“ I ’v e  seen h o w  th e y  l iv e ,"  I  to ld  h e r , “ a n d  
n o n e  o f th e m  seem ed to  be e n jo y in g  th e m 
selves to o  m u c h . I  guess I ’ m  n o t a b ig  g u y , 
because I  d o n ’t  w a n t a n y  p a rt o f i t .”

“ A n d  th a t m eans y o u  d o n ’t  w a n t m e ,”  
H i l d a  said.

“ I  w a n t  y o u  m o re  th a n  a n y th in g  I ’v e  e v e r 
w a n te d  in  m y  life ,”  I  to ld  h e r. “ B u t  n o t o n  
those te rm s .”

“ Y o u r  o w n  te rm s, I  su ppo se ,”  she sneered. 
“ U h - h u h ,”  I  said , n o d d in g . “ M y  o w n  

te rm s. N o t  a cco rdin g to  a b u n c h  o f ru le s
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y o u ’ v e  d r a w n  u p  th a t I  h a d n ’t  k n o w n  a n y 
th in g  a b o u t, u n til  n o w . I  k in d  o f lik e  to m a ke  
m y  o w n  w a y , H ild a , and I  th o u g h t w e  w e re  
goin g to p lan  o u r o w n  w a y  to g e th e r. In ste a d , 
y o u  seem to h a ve  ta k e n  o v e r the jo b  o f m a n 
a ge r. A n d  I  d o n ’t t h in k  I  w a n t a m an ager just 
y e t .”

‘ ‘ Y o u  need o n e ,”  she flare d . “ A n y  m an  
w h o ’s c o n te n t to stick in a m u d  hole of a co l
lege an d th e n  p ic k  u p  a p itc h fo rk  instead o f a 
fa t check fo r  p la y in g  p ro  ba ll needs a m a n 
a g e r.”

S h e  gathe re d u p  h e r gloves an d shrugged 
in to  h e r coat. I  stood u p  as she bounced to 
h e r fe e t, b u t she d id n ’t  e ve n  lo o k  at m e. S he 
tu rn e d  an d spoke o v e r h e r s h o u ld e r as she 
le ft m e.

“ G o o d b y e , S ila s ,”  she said. “ G iv e  m y  r e 
gards to the c o w s.”

S o  thei-e it  w as. I ’ d lost H ild a  a n d  this tim e  
I  k n e w  it w as fo r  good. I  w o n d e re d  w h y  I  
d id n ’t feel w orse a b o u t it, because I  re a lly  
h a d  love d  the gal. B u t  somehow' I  felt r e 
lie ve d .

I  k n e w  th e n  th a t I  had been o u t of m y  class, 
all th e  tim e . I  w as m ade fo r K l a m u t h  C o lle ge  
— th e  old K la m u t h — a n d  n o t to be the h u s 
b a n d  o f a d y n a m ic  character lik e  H ild a , w ith  
h e r schemes a n d  h e r b e h in d -th e -s c e n e s  p la n 
n in g . I  had vision s o f w h a t h e r h u sba n d m u st 
h a ve  gone th ro u g h  b e fo re  he cu t loose. T h e

p o o r g u y  p ro b a b ly  n e v e r k n e w  fro m  one d a y  
to the n e x t w h a t H ild a  h a d  m apped o u t fo r
h im .

I  called fo r the check an d eve n  the size o f 
the b ill d id n ’t stop m e fro m  feeling h a p p y . I  
w as h a p p y h itc h -h ik in g  b a ck to K la m u t h  
an d I  w as still h a p p y  w h e n  w e  e n tra in e d  fo r  
M ia m i thre e  days la te r.

I  w as h a p p ie r y e t, I  guess, w h e n  the last 
w h istle  of the O r a n g e  B o w l gam e tooted a n d  
wre had lost, 20— 14 , and I ’d n e v e r h a ve  to  
p la y  b ig -le a g u e  fo o tb a ll again  o r h a ve  to lo o k  
a t H i l d a ’s fa th e r a n y  m o re .

I  wras feeling pepped u p because I  k n e w  
th a t n o w  th a t w e ’ d finished u p w it h  b ig -tim e  
b a ll w e  could w o r k  o u r w'ay b a ck to w h e re  
w'e’d been be fo re  w e  ha d the pressure p u t on 
us b y  H ild a  a n d  h e r dad.

I t  w o u ld  ta k e  a little  tim e , b u t the o ld 
gang w o u ld  be b a c k in the old r u t— if y o u  
wran t to call it  th a t— in  tim e . T h e y  w e re  
b a sically good g u ys  an d th e  K la m u t h  idea 
w as basically so u n d a n d e v e ry th in g  w o u ld  
stra ig h te n  itse lf o u t.

A n d  it  d id. T h in g s  a t K la m u t h  are as th e y  
w e re  b e fo re  H ild a  an d h e r fa th e r b u rs t u p o n  
the scene. I  re ad in  the w e e k ly  pa p e r th a t 
M a rc ia  an d I  get here a t th e  fa r m  th a t K l a 
m u th  ju s t d ro p p e d  h e r o pe n ing gam e to R e e d  
A g r ic u lt u r a l , 14— 6.

I ’ ll b e t it  w as a w h iz z e r  o f a gam e.

“My Boy, Hook Thompson, Is Dynamite 
Every Time He Gets in the Ring— ”
That was what the manager called Pee Wee 

claimed—but those in the know had their 
doubts! They pointed out that Hook's real 
name was Charles "Lamb” Thompson—-and 
that he w-as sure going like a lamb to the slaugh
ter! Because, one after another, youngsters had 
challenged the reigning Champ — and been 
mowed down. And Hook w>ould be no ex
ception.

Everybody knew' that Hook seemed more in
terested in building miniature models of boats, 
planes and stage-coaches than he was in fight
ing. But they didn’t know how his hobby 
would help him when he met the Champ in 
A MODEL FOR THE CHAMP, the complete 
boxing novelet by Tom Tucker which will hold 
you breathless in the next issue!

It’s a grippingly "different’’ type of boxing 
story—look forward to it for some real fistic 
thrills!

1



THE WRONG RIGHT END
By WILL BRUCE

A ce pass grabber Ben Turl goes butter-fingered whenever 
the heat's on, so his foe Paul Clark puts him on a  spot!

A  P S Y C H I A T R I S T  w o u ld  u n d o u b te d 
l y  do a la n d -o ffic e  business w ith in  a 
fifty  m ile  ra d iu s o f S a n d u s k y  U .  b e 

tw e e n  S e p te m b e r a n d  N o v e m b e r  each y e a r . 
T h a t , o f course, is th e  fo o tb a ll season. T h e  
area described is th e  v e r y  h e a rt o f th e  P e n n 
s y lv a n ia  coal m in in g  c o u n try , w h e re  fo o tb a ll 
fa n s a r riv e  a t h y s te ria  in  m id -s e a s o n  a n d  
m o v e  o n  b y  stages to w a r d  mass in s a n ity  as 
th e  season approaches its c lim a x .

O n  S e p te m b e r 18 th , in  a c o lu m n  called

“ F o o t b a ll  F il le r s ”  o n  the fr o n t page o f the 
S a n d u s k y  Sentinel, c h u c k lin g  stu de n ts dis
co ve re d  this W in c h e ll-is tic  tid b it:

W hat son of w hat candidate fo r w hat im 
portant political office w ill bypass the football 
squad this year? A n d  for w ha t good reason?

I n  his d o r m ito r y  ro o m  a t 105 P re n tic e  H a l l , 
B e n  T u r l ,  a ta ll , s lig h tly  sto o p -s h o u ld e re d  
y o u n g  m a n  w it h  m o ist pale eyes w as sca n - 
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B in g  th e  ite m  w ith  fr o w n in g  intentness. S till  
fr o w n in g , he  passed the n e w sp a p e r across to 
his ro o m m a te , “ Specs”  D o o little .

“ R e a d  th a t, Specs. I f  y o u  ask m e , th a t’s 
p r e tty  lo w  p u n c h in g .”

KBs o w lish  ro o m y  glanced a t the ite m , th e n  
sh ru g g e d  his fr a il  shoulders.

“ D o n ’t  see w h a t’s so w r o n g  a b o u t it, B e n . 
Y o u  are  bypassing the squad this y e a r , a re n ’t 
y o u ? ”

B e n  T u r l  sighed, v e r y  g e n tly . S o m etim es 
he  w o n d e re d  w h y  h e ’d p ic k e d  Specs fo r  a 
ro o m y . T h e  little  g u y  w as a q u iz  k id  w h iz z  
w ith  the b o o ks. B e n  w as a m o re -o r-le s s  a v 
erage stu d e n t. I t  w as a h e lp  to ro o m  w it h  a 
b ra in tru s t lik e  Specs. I t  h e lpe d p le n ty . B u t  
m ost college grin d s lo ve  to a rg u e , a n d  Specs 
w as n o  e xce ptio n .

“ T h a t ’s r ig h t ,”  B e n  a d m itte d  w e a r ily . “ I ’m  
n o t o u t, b u t— ”

“ Y o u r  dad is r u n n in g  fo r  C o n gre ss, isn’t  
h e ? ”  Specs c u t in .

“ S u r e . S u r e , b u t— ”
“ T h e n  w h a t’s y o u r  k ic k , B e n ?  T h a t ’s all 

i t  says here in the p a p e r. W h y  w o u ld n ’ t th e y  
w o n d e r h o w  com e y o u ’re  n o t t r y in g  o u t this 
y e a r ? ”

B e n  k n e w  the fu t ilit y  o f t r y in g  to  o u tta lk  
his b rillia n t ro o m m a te . “ A l l  r ig h t, b u t  it ’ s 
m y  o w n  business, S pe cs.”

“ T h a t ’s w h e re  y o u ’re  dead w r o n g , B e n . 
N o t  on this cam pus. F o o tb a ll  is k in g  in  this 
p a r t o f the c o u n try , a n d  y o u  k n o w  it. Y o u  
lo o k e d  lik e  a re d  h o t pass re ce ive r on the 
F r o s h  squad last y e a r, u n til  th a t a p p e n d ix  
o p e ra tio n  to o k  y o u  o u t fo r  the season. T h e  
w h o le  cam pus has been c o u n tin g  on y o u  in 
the re  a t r ig h t e nd fo r  us this y e a r. A n d  y o u  
s u d d e n ly decide y o u ’ve  lost interest in  fo o t
b a ll. T h a t ’ s n o t y o u r  o w n  business, B e n . 
T h a t ’s m o n k e y  business. A n d  y o u ’ll  re co n 
sider if  y o u  w a n t to stay a p o p u la r g u y  on 
this ca m p u s.”

Specs w as leaning fa r fo r w a r d , w a v in g  his 
sm a ll pale han ds as he ta lk e d  in his ra sp y 
h ig h  vo ice . T h e  l i t t l e  f e l l o w  m e a n t  w e l l ,  B e n  
k n e w . Specs w as lo y a l to th e  bon e, g e n u 
in e ly  w o rrie d  a b o u t h im . B e n  w as tou che d 
b y  his ro o m y ’s concern. B u t  w h a t Specs 
d id n ’t  k n o w  w as B e n ’s reasons fo r  n o t t u r n 
in g  o u t this y e a r.

BE N  T U R L  lo o k e d  lik e  a star pass r e 
ce ive r in  the tw o  o pe n ing gam es o n  

th e  fro s h  schedule last y e a r , b e fo re  h is b u rs t 
a p p e n d ix  h a d  ta k e n  h im  o u t fo r  th e  season. 
B u t  h e  h a d  a  secret w eakness w h ic h  w o u ld

s u re ly  h a ve  sho w e d u p  if h e ’d  p la y e d  o u t th e  
s trin g . I t  ha d been th e  ban e o f his life  b a c k 
in  h ig h  school.

W h e n  the heat w as o ff, w h e n  his te am  w as 
a h e ad , B e n  c o u ld  h a n g  o n to  passes as if  he  
h a d  g lu e  on his fingers. B u t  in  m o m e n ts o f 
re al crisis, w h e n  th e  w h o le  gam e depe n d e d 
on his m a k in g  the catch, he  tig h te n e d  u p  in 
side, so m e h o w . D e s p ite  h im s e lf, h e  trie d  too 
h a r d , becam e b u tte rfin g e re d , a n d  fu m b le d  
a ro u n d  lik e  a s tu m b le b u m  e x -fig h te r  o u t 
th e re .

H e ’d  been the la u g h in g  stock o f th e  h ig h  
school league. W h e n  his team  w as b e h in d , 
his coach used to y a n k  h im , k n o w in g  he ’ d  
be little  good w ith  the h e a t on. F r o n t  r u n n e r , 
th e y  d u b b e d  h im . N o  m o n e y p e rfo rm e r. N o  
m o x ie .

I t  h a d  been a g o n izin g  fo r  B e n . I t  h a d  
seared his soul. A n d  the h a rd e r h e ’d  trie d  
to com bat the tro u b le , the w orse it  h a d  
p la g u e d  h im , the m o re  he tig h te n e d  u p  w h e n  
the chips w e re  d o w n , w ith  a h ig h  h a rd  pass 
a rcin g u p  the lin e  to w a rd  h im .

H e  h a d n ’t  been pre ssu re -te ste d  his fro s h  
y e a r a t S a n d u s k y , fo r  the sim ple reason th a t 
th e  firs t tw o  gam es, the o n ly  games h e ’ d  
ta k e n  p a rt in , h a d  been v ir t u a l s e t-u p s  fo r  
C o a c h  H a l  E n g lis h ’s S a n d u s k yite s . T h e r e  
s im p ly  had been n o  m o m e n ts o f crisis.

T h is  y e a r, his soph y e a r , w ith  his la w y e r  
fa th e r e n te re d  in  th e  distric t race fo r  a seat 
in C o n gre ss, B e n  h a d  decided to  d ro p  th e  
fo o tb a ll. F o lk s  in  this section of c o u n try  to o k  
such a fierce in te re st in  fo o tb a ll th a t a p o o r 
sh o w in g  b y  B e n  on th e  S a n d u s k y  squad 
m ig h t v e r y  w e ll p re ju d ice  his fa th e r’s v o te 
g e ttin g p o te n tia l.

I t  w as a c ra zy  ide a, su re , b u t n o t too c r a zy  
w h e n  y o u  considered th a t S a n d u s k y  c a rrie d  
the fo o tb a ll b a n n e r fo r  e v e r y  h a r d -b itte n  fa n  
in the district. L e h ig h  a n d  L a fa y e tte  w e re  
a ll rig h t, b u t in  this p a rtic u la r stre tch o f 
c o u n try , there w as o n ly  one team  th a t c o u n t
ed, a n d  th a t w as S a n d u s k y .

W h o e v e r h elped S a n d u s k y  w in  gam es w as 
a h e ro . W h o e v e r spoiled S a n d u s k y ’s chances 
w as a— w e ll, his o ld m an  h a d  p le n ty  o f n e r v e , 
t r y in g  to r u n  fo r  Congress in  th is  district!

B e n  lo o k e d  a t his spectacled ro o m m a te  a n d  
sighed a g ain , d e e p ly.

“ I  do w a n t to stay a p o p u la r g u y  o n  cam 
pu s, Specs. A n d  th a t’s w h y  I ’m  n o t o u t fo r  
fo o tb a ll. I  k n o w  th a t sounds so rt o f s illy , b u t  
I ’m  n o t to  be b la m e d .”

H e  lo o k e d  u p  as a k n o c k  cam e a t th e  d o o r. 
I t  ope n e d a n d  th re e  h u s k y -lo o k in g  stu de n ts
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w a lk e d  in . P a u l  C l a r k  w a s a t th e  p o in t o f 
th e  tr io , w it h  E ffie  S p o o n e r a n d  M a r — s h o rt 
fo r  “ M a rle n e ” —D ie t r ic h  o n  th e  fla n k s. Q u a r 
te rb a c k , le ft  a n d  r ig h t h a lfb a c ks o f th is  y e a r ’ s 
V a r s it y , in  th a t o rd e r. C l a r k  w as a  s to c k y , 
h a r d -e y e d  son, w it h  n e rv o u s  h a n ds a n d  a 
bossy m a n n e r. H e  seem ed to  h a v e  a p p o in te d  
h im s e lf spokesm an  o f the trio .

“ W e ’re  he re  fo r  a  s h o w d o w n , T u r k  H a l  
figu res h e ’ s g o t a chance fo r  a n  u n d e fe a te d  
season this y e a r. H e ’s g o t a w e a k  spot a t 
r ig h t e n d , th o u g h . L o u  w e n t good in  th e re  
w it h  th e  F r o s h  sq u a d , a n d  w e  fig u re  y o u  
c o u ld  p lu g  th a t gap fo r  u s .”

T h e  g u y  h a d  a w a y  o f snappin g his w o rd s  
o u t, lik e  a b u lld o zin g  to p  sergeant in  th e  
a r m y . H is  m a n n e r m ade it  p la in  th a t h e  w a s 
n o t a sking fa v o rs . H e  w a s a n n o u n c in g  d e 
cisions. B e n  d id n ’ t  go fo r  it.

“ Y o u  d o n ’t  go in  fo r  th e  su btle  'a p p ro a c h , 
d o  y o u ? ”  B e n  aske d m ild ly .

T h e  s w a r th y  q u a rte rb a c k  sm ile d t h in ly  
a t h im . H e  w as h e re  on tra n s fe r fr o m  S ta te , 
eligible to p la y  b y  v ir tu e  o f a w a rtim e  e lig i
b ilit y  system  w h ic h  h a d  n o t y e t  b e e n  co n 
v e r te d  b a c k  to  th e  o ld  peacetim e basis.

“ I ’ ll  be su b tle  w h e n  I  h a v e  t o ,”  he  said 
b la n d ly . “ Y o u ’re  actin g s tu b b o rn  a n d  sp o il
in g  o u r chances. W e  fig u re  it ’s tim e  w e  g o t 
s tu b b o rn . L e t ’s p u t i t  th is  w a y . Y o u  e ith e r 
t u r n  o u t fo r  th e  squ a d to m o rro w  a fte rn o o n  
o r w e ’ l l  sta rt a w h is p e rin g  ca m pa ign  th a t’ ll 
scorch y o u r  ears o ff. W e  can d o  th a t, T u r l . 
Y o u ’v e  g o t th e  w h o le  cam pus ta lk in g  a l
re a d y . I t  lo o k s d a rn ’ q u e e r w h e n  a good 
p la y e r  s u d d e n ly loses a ll in te re s t in  fo o tb a ll.”  

“ I  h a v e  m y  reasons.”  B e n  T u r l  w a s g e ttin g  
sore. W h a t r ig h t d id  P a u l  C l a r k  h a v e , te llin g  
h im  to  d o  th is  a n d  that?

“ F r o m  w h e re  I  stan d i t  lo o k s lik e  y o u ’re  
p la in  y e llo w ,”  th e  s w a r th y  m a n  snapped.

E ffie  S p o o n e r a n d  M a r  D ie tr ic h  g ra b b e d  
th e  q u a rte rb a c k  fr o m  e ith e r side.

“ E a s y , P a u l ,”  E ffie  w as sa yin g . “ N o  need 
to  la y  i t  o n  th a t t h ic k .”

B e n  T u r l  c o u ld  fe e l a t ig h t lu m p  o f a n g e r 
i n  his chest. H e  w as b re a th in g  h a r d , a n d  it  
w a s a ll he  c o u ld  do to  k e e p  h is vo ic e  d o w n  
in  its p ro p e r o ctave .

“ G o  o n ,”  he  said th ic k ly . “ G o  o n , P a u l. 
Y o u  w e re  sa yin g — w h a t? ”

“ I ’ m  s a yin g  th is ,”  the d a r k  m a n  m u tte re d . 
“ Y o u r  p o p ’s r u n n in g  fo r  C o n gre ss o u t o f th is  
d is tric t. T h e  w a y  y o u ’re  a ctin g , h e  w o n ’t  
h a v e  a  chance in  C h in a . T h is  is a  fo o tb a ll 
c o u n try . P e o p le  a re n ’t  g o in g  t o  v o te  f o r  a 
m a n  w h o se  son lo o k s lik e  a  b a ll o f fire  one

y e a r , a n d  th e n  q u its  co ld  th e  n e x t , fo r  n o  
go o d  reason. F r o m  h e re  o n , i t ’s y o u r  b a b y , 
p a l. W e ’v e  w a rn e d  y o u . I f  y o u ’re  s m a rt, I  
fig u re  y o u ’ll  be o u t th e re  to m o r r o w .”

V ! S W U N G  a n g r ily  th r o u g h  th e  d o o r 
a n d  his tw o  sidekicks fo llo w e d . Specs 

D o o little , w h o ’d  re m a in e d  ta c tfu lly  silent 
th ro u g h o u t th e  p a in fu l scene, glanced a t B e n .

“ Y o u ’re  in  a spot, s o n ,”  h e  sighed g e n tly . 
“ W h a t do y o u  t h in k ? "

“ I  t h in k  i t  m ig h t b e  fu n  to get m y  m itts  on 
th a t c o c ky ga zeb o  ju s t once, in  a  scrim m ag e !”  
B e n  said in  a h a r d  voice.

B e n  T u r l  p u t in  th re e  ru g g e d  d a ys o f con
d itio n in g  exercises b e fo re  C o a c h  H a l  E n g lis h  
e ve n  le t h im  w o r k  in  a scrim m age . W h e n  he 
fin a lly  g o t in  th e re  a t r ig h t e n d  w it h  th e  sec
onds, P a u l  C l a r k  g rin n e d  c r a ftily  in  th e  V a r 
s ity  h u d d le  a n d  sent a series o f b o n e -c ru n c h 
in g  p la y s  th r o u g h  B e n ’s po sitio n .

B e n  g o t th e  o ld  o n e -tw o  o n  th e  firs t p la y , 
a n d  a n  ava la n ch e  o f V a r s it y  b a cks, w it h  P a u l  
C l a r k  in  the lea d, tru n d le d  o v e r his p ro stra te  
fig u re . H e  fe lt  his nose gouge in to  th e  
p a c ke d  d ir t , fe lt a cleat g r in d  a t his sm a ll 
rib s . I t  h u r t  lik e  b la ze s. H e  g o t u p  a n d  
cro u ch e d  th e re  a t th e  lin e , w a tc h in g  P a u l  
C l a r k  call th e  n e x t  one.

T h e  V a r s it y  b a ckfie ld sh ifte d  o v e r , u n 
balan ce d to B e n ’s side. H e  d u g  his cleats in  
th e  t u r f , w a tc h e d  center O b e y  H i n k l e  snap 
th e  b a ll b a c k , a n d  w e n t d r iv in g  in  p a st V a r 
s ity  le ft  ta c k le , L u k e  D a v is .

L u k e ' trie d  to  th r o w  a b o d y  b lo c k  o n  h im . 
B e n  d ro v e  th e  b ig  m a n  d o w n  w it h  tw o  m u s 
c u la r a rm s, leaped s k ittis h ly  a ro u n d  h im . H e  
d ro v e  b e tw e e n  D ie tr ic h  a n d  S p o o n e r, a n d  
th e re  w a s P a u l  C l a r k , co m in g  u p  w it h  a 
b lis te rin g , h ig h  k n e e  m o tio n , p lu n g in g  
s tra ig h t a t h im .

B e n  sm ile d g r im ly , set h im s e lf o n  w id e 
spre a d legs, a n d  d ro v e  his h e lm e t s tra ig h t a t 
the b ig  q u a rte rb a c k ’s m id d le .

I t  w a s th e  o b vio u s ta rg e t a n d  th e  o b vio u s 
tactic. U n fo r t u n a t e ly , h e  n e v e r re ac hed th a t 
ta rg e t. O n e  o f P a u l  C l a r k ’s u p -p is to n in g  
knees c a u g h t B e n  flu sh  o n  th e  te m p le . T h e r e  
w as som e kn e e  p a d d in g  w ith in  P a u l ’s m o le 
skin s. T h a t  cushioned the b r u ta l im p a c t a 
little . I t  still fe lt  to  B e n  as if  he  h a d  ca u g h t a  
ca n n o n b a ll o n  his fo re h e a d .

H e  w e n t d o w n  lik e  a stone. H e  la y  o n  th e  
h a r d  g ro u n d , tw itc h in g , g ro a n in g , fig h tin g  th e  
dizzin e ss th a t th re a te n e d  to  o v e rw h e lm  h i m  
T h e r e  w a s a b la c k  v e il o v e r e v e r y th in g  h e  
lo o k e d  a t , o v e r  th e  fie ld , th e  s w e a tin g  p l a y 



ers, o v e r  th e  ha ste n in g  fig u re  o f C o a c h  H a l  
E n g lis h .

B e n  shook h is h e a d  a n g r ily , p u t  b o th  han ds 
o n  th e  g ro u n d , a n d  stood u p  lik e  a  N e w  
Y e a r ’s E v e  d r u n k  w h o  has trip p e d  in  the 
g u tte r.

“ H o w  is it , son?”  th e  coach asked in  w o r 
rie d  tones.

“ A - a l l  r ig h t ,”  B e n  said fir m ly . H e  w a lk e d  
w it h  g re a t care to w a r d  th e  s cru b  h u d d le . 
W h e n  he g o t th e re , his eyes cleared a b it  
m o re . H e  h e a rd  titte rs  a ll a ro u n d . B lin k in g , 
h e  u n d e rs to o d  w h a t i t  w a s , a n d  he  co u ld e x 
p la in  those titte rs . H e  h a d  w a lk e d  in to  th e  
V a r s it y  h u d d le .

“ B e tte r  ta k e  r ig h t e nd w it h  th e  seconds, 
S k i ,”  P a u l  C l a r k  w as sa yin g  w ith  b itin g  
sarcasm , to  the r ig h t e n d , S k i  B o n k o w s k i. 
“ T u r l  ju s t p ro m o te d  h im se lf to y o u r  V a r s it y  
sp o t.”

H a l  E n g lis h  fin ge red his b o n y  nose an d 
g la re d  a t the s w a r th y  q u a rte rb a c k .

“ S a v e  y o u r  b re a th  fo r  ca llin g  signals, C l a r k . 
Y o u , T u r l ,  b e tte r go lie d o w n  a fvh ile  som e
w h e re . Y o u ’re  o u t on y o u r  fe e t. I  th o u g h t 
y o u  w e re  b lu ffin g .”

H e  se n t a gaugirtg glance, tinged" w it h  a d 
m ira tio n , in  B e n ’s d ire c tio n , as h e  re su m e d 
c o n tro l o f th e  scrim m age  p la y e rs .

S o m e  m in u te s la te r, th e  y o u n g is h  coach 
cam e o v e r to w h e re  B e n  la y  re stin g b y  th e  
sideline.

“ Y o u  sho w e d p le n ty  o f g r it  o u t th e re , son.
I  lik e  th a t in  m y  p la y e rs .”  T h e  coach r a n  a 
h a n d  th r o u g h  his sparse, s a n d -c o lo re d  h a ir  
a n d  glanced a t B e n  s h r e w d ly . “ W h a t’s 
w r o n g  w ith  y o u  a n d  P a u l  C l a r k , T u r l ? ”

“ N o t h in g , m u c h . W e ’re n o t p a ls y .”
T h e  coach sighed. “ I  hope y o u  w il l  be. 

Y o u  lo o k e d  good n a ilin g  those practise passes, 
th e  th re e  days y o u ’v e  been o u t. Y o u  w e n t 
good th e  tw o  gam es y o u  p la y e d  w it h  the 
F r o s h  last y e a r. I  n eed a good r ig h t e n d  w h o  
can ta k e  P a u l ’s lo n g  passes, T u r l .  I ’ d lik e  to 
fit  y o u  in to  th e  p ic tu re .”

B e n  s h ru g g e d , s a yin g  n o th in g . H i s  h e a d  
s till r a n g  lik e  a s tru c k  g o n g , fr o m  th a t b r u ta l 
k ic k  th e  q u a rte rb a c k  h a d  a d m in iste re d  to 
h im .

“ T r y  to  get alon g w ith  C l a r k , T u r l ,”  the 
coach said. “ N o  p a rtic u la r reason w h y  y o u  
s h o u ld n ’t , is th e re ? ”

“ I  guess n o t ,”  B e n  said lim p ly .
H e  k n e w  d iffe re n tly  w h e n  he  re a d  th e  n e x t  

m o rn in g ’ s e d itio n  o f th e  S a n d u s k y  Sentinel.

P a u l C la rk ’s startling revelation that he is 
the son of the Jo h n  C la rk  w ho is opposing B e n

THE WRONG
Tu rP s father in the district Congressional race, 
adds special significance to the accidental clash 
between the pair in yesterday’s scrimmage ses
sion.

P a u l’s a quiet, somewhat secretive chap, so it’s 
not too surprising that nobody on campus sus
pected his dad was the C la rk  w ho’s running fo r 
Congress. A  transfer from  State, he’s been w ith  
us at Sandusky o nly a couple of weeks, and 
the name “ C la rk ”  is quite common.

Th e  situation between him  and Ben T u r l  is 
fa r from  common, how ever. Th e  pair seem to 
be natural rivals, quite apart from  the fact that 
their fathers are squared off as opponents in a 
political tussle.

I t  just might be that the battle fo r football 
glory between Ben and Paul w ill have a telling 
effect on election day, when this district’s foot
ball-w ise voters cast their ballots. Stranger 
things have certainly happened in this nation’s 
somewhat haphazard political life.

N o  m atter w hich of the two proves more pop
u la r w ith  the fans this F a ll , Coach H a l English 
has nothing to lose. Dog-eat-dog riv a lry  is the 
sort of thing great ball teams often are built of.

W e ll see w hat w e’ll see, w hen we take Tech 
on n e xt weekend.

W h a t th e y  saw  w as P a u l  C l a r k , rip p in g  
th r o u g h  a w e a k e r T e c h  te am  fo r  th re e  slash
in g  q u a rte rs , ru n n in g  the b a ll lik e  a G r a n g e , 
k ic k in g  a n d  passing lik e  J i m  T h o r p e , m a k in g  
his n a m e  a h o u se h o ld  phra se , w h ile  B e n  T u r l  
s q u irm e d  im p o te n tly  on th e  be n ch.

N o  m a tte r w h a t y o u  th o u g h t p e rs o n a lly  
a b o u t P a u l  C l a r k , he c o u ld  c e rta in ly  p la y  
fo o tb a ll. B e n  w a tc h e d  w it h  b u g -e y e d  a d 
m ira tio n  as P a u l  slam m e d  th r o u g h  center fo r  
a n o th e r tw e lv e  y a rd s , th e n  passed to  M a r  
D ie tr ic h  fo r  th e  gam e’s, a n d  S a n d u s k y ’s, 
fo u r t h  to u c h d o w n . P a u l ’s p o in t-k ic k  w as 
good as go ld. T h e  c ro w d  b o o m e d applause 
a t th e  s to c ky star as the sco re bo a rd w e n t to  
28 to  0.

I t  w as good to see his b u n c h  w in , b u t  B e n  
c o u ld n ’ t  a v o id  a tra p p e d  fe e lin g .

“ T h a t  C l a r k  tric k e d  m e  o u t fo r  th e  squ a d 
this y e a r , doggone h im ,”  B e n  to ld  h im s e lf. 
“ H e  k n e w  b la m e d  w e ll h e  c o u ld  p la y  rin g s  
a ro u n d  m e . I t ’s fu n n y  h e  n e v e r  said w h o  he 
re a lly  w as till  I ’d  tu rn e d  o u t fo r  th e  s q u a d !”

“ T u r l ! ”  I t  w as H a l  E n g lis h , d o w n  th e  
be n ch .

B E N  got u p  n e r v o u s ly  a n d  tro tte d  d o w n  
th e re .

“ Y e s , C o a c h ? ”
“ G e t  in  th e re  fo r  S k i . T e l l  P a u l  to  c h u c k  

y o u  a  c o u p le .”
B e n  ra ce d o u t th e re . T h is  w a s an im p o r 

ta n t m o m e n t, he  k n e w . T h e  coach h a d n ’t  
sta rte d  h im , because he ’ d  re p o rte d  la te , a n d  
w a s n ’t  in  re a l co n d itio n  to  p la y  a  f u ll  gam e
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y e t  B u t  i f  h e  sho w e d h e  c o u ld  h o ld  those 
passes o f C l a r k , h e  m ig h t sta rt n e x t  w e e k 
e n d , against S ta te .

H e  w a ite d  his p la y  o u t, b e fo re  jo in in g  th e  
h u d d le . P a u l  C l a r k  fro w n e d  w h e n  h e  h e a rd  
H a l  E n g lis h ’s o rders. H e  w a s to o  s h re w d  to  
b u c k  h e a d q u a rte rs, th o u g h .

“ O k a y . M a k e  i t  n u m b e r s ix  th e n . R ig h t  
in to  th e  e nd zo n e . A n d  be su re  y o u  h o ld  it, 
B u tte rfin g e rs .”

B e n ’s eyes w id e n e d  a trifle . B u tte rfin g e rs ! 
H e  h a d n ’t  h e a rd  th a t e p ith e t applie d to  h im  
since th e  o ld  d a ys, b a c k  in  h ig h  school. I t  
w as p ro b a b ly  ju s t coincidence th a t P a u l  
C la r k  h a d  used it  n o w . S t ill , i t  c o u ld  a lw a ys 
m a k e  B e n  n e rv o u s . I t  w as b itin g  re m in d e r 
o f h is repeated fa ilu re s w h e n  th e  chips w e re  
d o w n .

H e  k n e w  h e  co u ld n ’t  a ffo rd  to  fa il n o w . H e  
lin e d  u p , o u t w id e . H e  h e a rd  P a u l C l a r k ’s 
fla t voice snap o u t th e  signals b e h in d . H e  
saw  O b e y  H i n k l e ’s fingers w h ite n  as he 
pressed d o w n  on th e  b a ll, th e n  flip pe d it  
n e a tly  b e tw e e n  his h u g e  legs.

B e n  m o ve d  d o w n  th e re . H e  r a n  fr o m  the 
T e c h  t h ir t y  to  th e  e nd zo n e  in  s lig h tly  m o re  
th a n  three seconds. T h e y  w e re  t r y in g  to  
gang h im . T h e y  h a d  h im  tab b e d  fo r  a sneak 
re c e iv e r. T h e y  p u t th re e  m e n  o n  h im . B u t  
B e n  d id  a q u ic k  fe in t to  h is r ig h t, c u t le ft 
w it h  a ska te r’ s o ve rla p p in g  strid e , a n d  
scooted o u t lik e  a frig h te n e d  fly .

H e  lo o k e d  b a c k a n d  saw  P a u l  g e ttin g  set 
fo r  th e  p itc h . T h e  T e c h  lin e  w as siftin g  
th ro u g h  a t th e  q u a rte rb a c k . H e  w as fa d in g  
f a s t  H e  su d d e n ly stopped, cra n k e d  his r ig h t 
a r m , a n d  le t go w ith  a lo n g , s m o o th -s p ira lin g  
b u lle t.

B e n  saw  th e  defense r u n n in g  u p  a n d  d id  a 
q u ic k  dance step, th e n  m o v e d  fo r w a r d . H e  
h a d  once trie d  his lu c k , w it h  some success, 
as a h ig h  ju m p e r. H e  stam ped th e  g ro u n d  
w it h  th e  old s k ill n o w , a n d  w e n t u p  th e re , 
s tre tch in g . H e  saw  h e  w as ju s t going to get 
th e  tips o f his fingers o n  it. H e  tw iste d  one 
sh o u ld e r u p , th e  o th e r d o w n , a n d  m a n age d to  
get his w h o le  rig h t h a n d  in  b a c k  o f it.

H e  stopped it, g o t his le ft  h a n d  to  it  an d 
stru g g le d  g r im ly  to ke e p h is grasp. T h e  b a ll 
w a s still spin n in g lik e  a th in g  a live . B u t  h e  
h a d  to h o ld  it.

H e  fin a lly  got it  in  c o n tro l ju s t as he  h it  
th e  g ro u n d . H is  fe e t w e n t o u t fr o m  u n d e r 
h im . H e  w e n t d o w n , b u t  he  still h e ld  th a t 
fo o tb a ll. I t  w as a n o th e r score fo r  S a n d u s k y .

A n d  his ears w e re  f u ll  o f th e  c ro w d ’s w ild  
scream in g. I t  w as his n a m e  th e y  ye lle d  n o w ,
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as m u c h  as P a u l  C l a r k ’ s. B a c k  in  th e  h u d d le , 
th e  q u a rte rb a c k  d id n ’t  lo o k e d  as pleased as a 
m a n  sh o u ld  lo o k , w h e n  h e ’ s ju s t h e lp e d  score 
a to u c h d o w n .

H e  called fo r  th e  k i c k - t r y , a n d  p la n te d  one 
n e a tly  b e tw e e n  th e  u p rig h ts . 35 to 0, th a t 
m a de  i t  T h e y  k ic k e d  o ff to  T e c h . T h e  Te c h s  
h u n g  o n to  th e  p ill d u rin g  th e  re m a in in g  m o 
m e n ts, so th a t’s h o w  it  ended.

G o in g  in , B e n  T u r l  reflected h o p e fu lly  th a t 
he  w as b a ttin g  a th o u san d. O n e  chance to  
catch a lo n g  pass a n d  h e ’d n a ile d it  spec
ta c u la rly , fo r  a to u c h d o w n . H e  co u ld fe e l th e  
a p p ro v in g  eyes o f th e  c ro w d  o n  h im . I t  w as a 
fin e sensation, he th o u g h t. B u t  o f course 
th e re ’d  been n o  re a l crisis in v o lv e d  in  his 
catching o f th a t one. T h e  real te st o f th e  o ld  
n e rvo u s  w eakness w o u ld  com e o n ly  w h e n  a 
gam e’s outcom e depe n d e d o n  his m a k in g  the 
catch.

“ G o s h , th e re  m ig h t n o t be a spot lik e  th a t 
a ll season!”  he  m u tte re d , h a lf-a lo u d . “ T h e  
te a m ’s so s tro n g , th e y  m a y  n e v e r get in  h o t 
w a te r .”

H e  ho pe d n o t. I f  th e re  w e re  n o  one in 
v o lv e d  b u t  h im s e lf, h e ’d h a v e  w e lco m e d th e  
test. B u t  if  h e  flu b b e d , i t  c o u ld  h u r t  his 
fa th e r’s chances fo r  C o n gre ss. T h a t  w as a 
c r a zy  s e t-u p . B u t  calling i t  rid ic u lo u s d id n ’t  
change th e  facts a n y . I f  he  le t th e  faps d o w n , 
in  this fo o tb a ll-w ild  d istric t, i t  m ig h t w e ll 
cost his fa th e r th e  chance his da d h a d  
d re a m e d  o f. E v e n  one lost v o te  can spell d e 
fe a t, as a n y  w a r d  h e e le r w ill  te ll y o u .

A g a in s t S ta te , th e  n e x t  w e e k e n d , B e n  T u r l  
w e n t lik e  a w h iz z  o u t th e re . L i t t l e  E ffie  
S p o o n e r g o t loose in  th e  firs t fiv e  m in u te s a n d  
ro m p e d  h a lf th e  le n g th  o f th e  fie ld  fo r  s ix  
p o in ts. S ta te  fo u g h t h a rd  d u rin g  th e  rest o f 
th e  gam e, b u t  w ith  the pressure o ff h im , B e n  
h u n g  o n to  P a u l  C l a r k ’s lon g  passes lik e  a 
D o n  H u ts o n .

H e  scored in  th e  th ir d  q u a rte r  on a pass 
in to  p a y d ir t , a n d  again  in  th e  fin al fra m e . 
H e ’d lo o ke d d a rn ’ good o u t th e re , a n d  the 
fans le t h im  k n o w  it.

“ O k a y , p a l,”  P a u l  C l a r k  said m ys te rio u s ly . 
“ E n j o y  y o u r  d a y  in  th e  su n  w h ile  y o u ’v e  
g o t it. T h e y  w o n ’t  a ll be lik e  th a t o n e .”

T h e  s u rly  q u a rte rb a c k  w as a ro tte n  
p ro p h e t. T h e  L a fa y e tte  gam e w as m u c h  the 
sam e, exce pt i t  ended at 19 to  0 instead o f 
21 to 0, as the S ta te  gam e h a d  ended.

FO R  a w o n d e r, th e y  b re e ze d  r ig h t th ro u g h  
the schedule w ith o u t once fin d in g  th e m 

selves o n  th e  u n h e a lth y  e n d  o f th e  score. A
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h o t offe n sive  te a m  som etim es does th a t.

T h e  w a y  th in g s w e re  tu rn in g  o u t fo r  h im , 
B e n  w as g la d  h e ’d  re p o rte d  fo r  the squ ad. 
H e  a n d  P a u l  w e re  sh a rin g  th e  headlines 
a b o u t e q u a lly , w h ic h  o f course m e a n t th a t 
the fo o tb a ll season w o u ld  h a v e  n o  effect 
e ith e r w a y  o n  th e  N o v e m b e r  election. A n d  
B e n  h a d  th o ro u g h ly  e n jo ye d  th e  season, so 
fa r .

T h e  n ig h t b e fo re  th e  w in d - u p  against 
ru g g e d  L e b a n o n  C o lle g e , he  w as fe e lin g  so 
pleased w it h  th e  w a y  thin gs h a d  w o r k e d  o u t 
th a t he  fin a lly  to o k  d o w n  h is h a ir  a n d  con
fessed a ll to  his o w lish  little  ro o m m a te , Specs 
D o o little .

“ S o  th a t w as w h y  y o u  w e re n ’t  com ing o u t 
th is  y e a r !”  Specs’ p ip in g  voice h a d  a w o r 
rie d  infle ction . “ G o  to pieces w it h  th e  big 
chips d o w n , h u h ?  B u t  gosh, B e n ! L e b a n o n ’s 
to u g h , this y e a r . T h e y  m a y  score o n  us, first 
th in g  o u t o f th e  b u c k e t, to m o r ro w .”

“ I  d o n ’ t  th in k  so ,”  B e n  said. I f  he ’ d  been 
ho n e st, he  supposed h e ’d  h a v e  said th a t he 
ho pe d n o t.

“ B u t  i f  th e y  d o , a n d  y o u  fo ld  u p  o u t th e re !”  
Specs w as b itin g  his u n d e r lip . “ T o m o r r o w ’s 
o u r b ig  chance fo r  a n  u n de fe a te d season, 
B e n . F i r s t  one in  e ight ye a rs, i f  w e  can 
k n o c k  L e b a n o n  o v e r. B o y , w o u ld  y o u  be in  
th e  doghouse, i f  y o u  spoiled th a t chance! I t  
would  a ffe ct th e  v o tin g , w h e n  th e  fans w e n t 
o u t to  th e  polls th e  fo llo w in g  M o n d a y !”

“ G o o d  g r ie f!”  B e n  w as sw e atin g , b e g in n in g  
to  w is h  h e 'd  k e p t his o w n  counsel. “ D o n ’t  
w o r r y  so m u c h , Specs. I t ’ s n o t y o u r  fu n e ra l, 
is it? ”

“ S o m e b o d y ’s g o t to  do th e  w o r ry in g  
a ro u n d  h e re , B e n . L o o k , a b o u t th is  reaction 
o f y o u r s . W h e n  th e  h e a t’s o n  y o u  o u t th e re , 
d o  y o u  h a v e  a n y  hunches a b o u t w h e n  an d 
h o w  th a t business starte d ? ”

B e n  sm iled r u e fu lly . H e  w as in  fo r  it  n o w , 
he sa w . H is  bespectacled ro o m y  w as a psych 
m a jo r. T h is  th in g  w a s r ig h t d o w n  Specs’ 
a lle y .

“ Y o u ’re  n o t goin g to  psychoanalyse m e, 
p a l. I ’m  n o  h u m a n  guinea pig fo r  y o u  to 
e x p e rim e n t o n , n o t the n ig h t be fo re  a big 
ba ll g a m e !"

“ N o , I ’m  n o t k id d in g , B e n . T h i n k  b a c k . I f  
y o u  could ju s t re m e m b e r h o w  th a t fo o l b u s i
ness g o t starte d, y o u ’d  h a v e  it  lic ke d . T h e r e ’ s 
a lw a ys  som e k in d  o f a n  in c id e n t b e h in d  these 
neuroses. T h a t ’s w h a t y o u ’v e  g o t. Y o u  can 
ta k e  m y  w o r d  fo r  it. A  n euroses.”

B e n  sighed. T h e r e  w as n o  sto ppin g Specs. 
M ig h t  as w e ll p la y  a lo n g  w it h  h im . I t  w as

k in d  o f a n  in te re stin g  th o u g h t th a t Specs h a d  
suggested.

“ W h a t k in d  o f a n  in c id e n t a re  y o u  lo o k in g  
fo r , Specs?”

T h e  little  g u y  to o k  o ff his th ic k  glasses a n d  
sq u in te d  o w lis h ly  th ro u g h  the lenses.

“ F a ilu r e  in  crisis. A n y  tim e  th a t y o u  fa ile d  
to  com e th ro u g h  in  a crisis?”

B e n  lo o k e d  a t h im  w ith  a shocked e x p re s 
sion.

“ W h y , yes, th e re  w as. H e y , m a yb e  y o u ’v e  
got so m e thin g th e re , Specs. W h y  the h e ck 
d id n ’t  I  t h in k  o f it th a t w a y ? ”

B r ie fly , he  to ld  it. T h e r e ’d  been a tim e  as a 
k id , a t a re so rt la k e . H e  a n d  a n o th e r y o u n g 
ster h a d  been fo o lin g  a ro u n d  d o w n  b y  th e  
w a te r one m o rn in g , w ith o u t su pe rvisio n . T h e  
o th e r k id  h a d  ta k e n  a b o a t o u t, fa lle n  o u t o f 
it, a n d  ye lle d  h o ly  m u rd e r to B e n  fo r  h e lp .

B e n  h a d n ’t  been m u c h  o f a s w im m e r—ju s t 
a doggie p a d d le r. H e ’d trie d . H e ’d  p u ffe d  
his w a y  o u t th e re , b u t th e  k id  h a d  gone d o w n  
ju s t be fo re  B e n  g o t to  h im . H e ’d gone d o w n  
an d h a d  n e v e r com e u p . T h e  b o a t h a d  
d rifte d  a w a y  in  the m e a n tim e , a n d  B e n  h a d  
alm ost d ro w n e d  to o , be fo re  he  p u lle d  h im 
self o n to  the lakeside.

S o  it  h a d  n o t been his fa u lt. H e ’ d  done his 
best, a n d  e ve ryo n e  said so. B u t  B e n  n e v e r 
d id  g e t o v e r th a t a w fu l fe e lin g  o f fa ilu re . I f  
h e ’d  s w u m  h a rd e r, o r been ju s t a b it  b e tte r, 
he m ig h t h a v e  done so m e thin g, th e  w a y  he 
lo o k e d  a t it . H e ’ d  ta u g h t h im se lf to  s w im  
lik e  a fish a fte r th a t, a n d  once, some ye a rs 
la te r, h e ’d  saved a g ir l ’s life . T h a t  seem ed to  
balance th e  bo o ks a b it , a n d  he q u it w o r r y 
in g  a b o u t it.

H e ’d p ra c tic a lly  fo rg o tte n  th e  u n fo rtu n a te  
business w h e n  he starte d p la y in g  fo o tb a ll in  
senior h ig h . H e ’ d c e rta in ly  n e v e r  connected 
his fa ilu re  to  h a n g  onto passes, in  th e  gam es’ 
cru cia l m o m e n ts, w it h  th e  o ld  tra g e d y  o u t o f 
his b o yh o o d .

“ B u t  th a t’s it  exactly!”  Specs said n o w , 
lea n in g fo r w a r d  lik e  a n  e xcita b le  h e n . “ I ’m  
glad w e  ta lk e d  this th in g  o u t, B e n . N o w , 
e ve n  if th e y  do score against u s to m o r ro w , I  
th in k  y o u ’re  goin g to come th ro u g h . I  t h in k  
y o u ’ ll h o ld  onto those passes w it h  the chips 
d o w n !”

B e n  stared a t h im , g u lp in g . I f  this w as 
Specs’ c u re , i t  seem ed o u tla n d is h ly  sim ple. 
B u t  h e ’d  h e a rd  o f su ch th in g s tu rn in g  th e  
tr ic k , a n d  he  c e rta in ly  w a n te d  to  b e lie ve  
w h a t Specs w as sa yin g .

“ G o s h !”  h e  said n u m b ly . “ T h e  w a y  y o u  
t a lk , Specs, y o u ’v e  g o t m e  a lm o st h o p in g  I
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g e t a chance to  t r y  m y  lu c k  o u t th e re  w it h  
th e  h e a t o n !”

B E N  T U R L  d id , a n d  in  th e  o p e n in g  h a lf.
T h e  L e b a n o n  b u n c h  tu rn e d  o n  a b lis 

te rin g  p o w e r d r iv e  the m o m e n t th e y  re c e ive d  
th e  k ic k o ff fr o m  S a n d u s k y . T h e y  m o v e d  u p 
h e ld  in  a ste a d y, p lo d d in g  m a rc h , p ilin g  firs t 
d o w n s  o n  firs t do w n s w it h  m o n o to n o u s re g 
u la r it y .

A  lon g  pass fr o m  th e  S a n d u s k y  t w e n t y -  
th re e  w as g o o d , in  the e n d  zo n e . T h e  re co rd  
c ro w d  in  the b a n k e d  seats o f th e  g ra n d sta n d  
g ro a n e d  w it h  disgu st, b u t  th e re  w as a h o p e 
f u l  ro a r w h e n  th e  p o i n t - t r y  b u rs t lik e  a 
b u b b le . 6 to  0, fa v o r  L e b a n o n , a n d  th e  c ro w d  
ch irp e d  e a g e rly  to  th e  S a n d u s k y ite s . S ix  
p o in ts w as n o  b a ll gam e.

B u t  it  began to  lo o k  th a t w a y . I t  w a s n ’t 
u n til  th e  second q u a rte r  th a t S a n d u s k y  got 
sta rte d . M a r  D ie tr ic h , E ffie  S p o o n e r a n d  P a u l 
C l a r k  began to  te a r loose a ro u n d  th e  ends. 
T h e y  got past th e  m id s trip e  an d th e  c ro w d  
y e lle d  lik e  m a d m e n . T h a t  p u t fire in  c o cky 
P a u l  C l a r k ’s ve in s , a n d  he  b u c k e d  th e  s tu b 
b o r n  L e b a n o n  lin e  e ve n  h a rd e r.

S lo w ly , th e y  pu she d th e ir  w a y  d o w n  to  the 
L e b a n o n  fo r t y .

P a u l  C l a r k  called a pass p la y . I t  w as 
t w e n t y -t w o , a pass w h ic h  c o u ld  go to  alm ost 
a n y b o d y . B u t  B e n  co u ld  fe e l P a u l ’ s eyes 
b r u s h  h im , as th e  q u a rte rb a c k  called th e  
p la y ’s n u m b e r , as m u c h  as to  sa y:

“ T h is  is fo r  y o u , p a l. A n d  y o u ’d b e tte r n a il 
i t ! ”

H e  w as n e rv o u s , c ro u ch in g  th e re  a t th e  
lin e . H e  saw  O b e y  H in k le  flip  th e  p ill ba ck. 
H e  w e n t d a rtin g  d o w n  th e re  th r o u g h  the 
L e b a n o n  se c o n d a ry. H e  m a de  his c o u n t an d 
c u t h a r d  to  his le ft  on th e  e n e m y te n . H e  
m ig h t as w e ll h a v e  staye d  o n  th e  lin e  o f 
scrim m age .

P a u l  C l a r k  h a d  a change o f m in d  a n d  w as 
r u n n in g  w it h  th e  b a ll. H e  h a d  th e  L e b a n o n  
defense spread w id e  fo r  th e  e xpe cte d pass.

S u rp ris e  to o k  h im  u p  to  th e  lin e  o f sc rim 
m a g e . A  p a ir  o f s p rin te r’s legs a n d  a viciou s 
s tra ig h ta rm  tu rn e d  th e  n e a r fiasco in to  a 
n ic e  e ig h t y a r d  g a in  fo r  th e  s w a r th y  signal 
ca lle r.

I t  cam e to B e n , on his w a y  b a c k  to  the 
h u d d le , th a t P a u l  co u ld  h a v e  tossed h im  a 
pass, as easily as n o t. W h y  h a d  P a i d  h e ld  
h is h a n d ?  W a s  th e  q u a rte rb a c k  teasing B e n  
p u rp o s e ly , t r y in g  to  get his r a w  n e rve s  e ve n  
m o re  ragged?

“ S a m e  p l a y ,”  P a u l  said c ris p ly . H e  lo o k e d

b r ie fly  a t B e n . “ A n d  th is  one’s fo r  th e  b u s i
ness.”

B e n  w e n t ra c in g  o u t  T h e  lines cru n ch e d  
to g e th e r. H e  c u t a ll th e  w a y  d o w n  to  th e  goal 
lin e  this tim e , m a de  h is q u ic k  t u r n  to  the 
side a n d  lo o k e d  o v e r his s h o u ld e r. I t  w as 
co m in g . I t  w as rid in g  d o w n  to w a rd  h im , a 
h ig h , h a r d  one.

A l l  season lo n g  he h a d  w a ite d  fo r  this m o 
m e n t. T h e  b ig  t e s t  T h e  crisis. F o r  an e ig h th  
w o n d e r , h e  w as in  the ope n . H e  w e n t u p , 
stre tc h in g . T h e  b a ll cam e s tra ig h t to  his 
hands.

H e  fe lt som e u n n a m e d  te r ro r  g rip  his in 
sides, fe lt his w h o le  b o d y tig h te n . H e  w a tc h e d  
th e  b a ll h it  his b r ittle  h a n ds a n d  take  a q u ic k  
bounce a w a y  fr o m  th e m . F r a n t ic  n o w , he 
clu tch e d  a t it, trie d  to stay w it h  it. H e  m ig h t 
as w e ll h a v e  trie d  to g ra b  th a t b a ll w ith  a 
stick. H is  han ds w e re  n o  m o re  good to  h im , 
in  this crucial m o m e n t, th a n  th a t.

T h e r e  w as a shocked silence fr o m  th e  
g ra n d s ta n d . T h e  c ro w d ’ s ro a rin g  t u m u lt  h a d  
d ie d , w h e n  B e n  d ro p p e d  th a t pass, as q u ic k ly  
as th e  w a te r stops in  a t u r n e d -o ff  fa u c e t. 
T h e y  c o u ld  n o t b e lie ve  it. I t  seem ed im p o s
sible a m a n  co u ld  d ro p  a b a ll w h ic h  cam e so 
s tra ig h t a t h im .

E v e n  his team m ates lo o k e d  shocked in  th e  
h u d d le . P a u l  C l a r k  d id n ’t  w aste a n y  tim e .

“ N u m b e r  s ix . L e t ’s h it  i t .”
B e n  fe lt  so m e th in g  th u d  s ic k ly w ith in  h im . 

I t  w a s a n o th e r lo n g  pass. T h e  same th in g , 
r e a lly , e xc e p t fo r  a n e w  signal fo rm a tio n .

H e  w e n t o u t th e re  a n d  p u t  u p  his h a n d s in  
th e  e n d  zo n e . A g a i n  the b a ll zo o m e d  s tra ig h t 
to h im . T h e y  w e re  w a tc h in g  h im  this tim e . 
H e  h a d  e n o u g h  presence o f m in d  to r u n  f o r 
w a r d , to  m a k e  a w ild  leap u p w a r d  fo r  it. 
T h e  sam e m e n ta l b lo c k  assailed h im  as th e  
b a ll d rifte d  in  to w a r d  his w a itin g  fin gers.

T h is  w as a crisis. T h e  gam e m ig h t rid e  on 
th e  o utcom e o f this single p la y . T h e i r  suc
cessful season w ith o u t a de fe a t. I t  w as to o  
m u c h . H e  trie d  to o  h a r d . H e  w e n t tig h t. 
T h e  b a ll b o u n d e d  u p  o ff th e  tip s o f his fin 
gers.

H e  h e a rd  som e ra zzb e rie s  fr o m  th e  L e b a 
n o n  side, o n  th e  w a y  b a c k fr o m  th a t one. 
T h e n  h e  saw  S k i  B o n k o w s k i co m in g  in  a t a 
lop e . D is g u s te d ly , he tu rn e d  to w a r d  th e  
bench- T h e r e  w a s a d u ty  cheer fo r  h im . I t  
w a s w o rs e , he  th o u g h t n u m b ly , th a n  i f  th e y  
ju s t h a d n ’t  b o th e re d .

H e  w a s n o t to o  s u rp rise d  to  fin d  Specs 
D o o little  c ro u c h in g  d o w n  in  b a c k  o f th e  
p la y e rs ’  be n ch . H i s  o w lis h  little  ro o m y  h a d



so m e h o w  sn eaked d o w n  fr o m  th e  g ra n d sta n d ,

S L O W L Y  B e n  T u r l  s lid  o ff th e  b e n ch a n d  
s p ra w le d  o n  th e  grass w it h  h im , o u t of 

e a rsh o t o f th e  o the rs.
“ S o m e  c u re ,”  h e  said m is e ra b ly . “ B o y , d id  

I  louse thin gs u p  o u t th e re ? ”  H e  w as t h in k 
in g  o f his fa th e r, o f th e  fa c t th a t some th o u 
sands o f those fo lk s  u p  th e re  in  th e  stands 
w o u ld  be casting votes in  th e  C o n gre ssio n a l 
race th e  d a y  a fte r to m o r ro w . H is  fa th e r’s 
h e a rt w as so set o n  s e rvin g  his c o u n try  fo r  
one te r m  in  C o n gre ss.

“ L i s t e n ,”  Specs said. “ T h e r e ’s o n ly  one 
chance, th e  w a y  I  lo o k  a t it . J u s t  y o u  ta k e  it 
easy, B e n , a n d  t r y  n o t to  w o r r y  a b o u t w h a t 
ju s t  h a p p e n e d  o u t th e re . I t  w a s n ’t  y o u r  fa u lt. 
I t ’s th a t doggone fix a tio n .”  H e  w as g e ttin g  
u p .

“ W h a t ’re  y o u  a im in g  to  d o ? ”
“ G o n n a  see if  C o a c h ’ll listen to  m e a m in 

u t e ,”  Specs said fir m ly .
H e  tr ie d  g e ttin g  o n  H a l  E n g lis h ’s e a r, b u t  

th e  coach w a s n ’t  h a v in g  a n y . N o t  till  the 
h a lf.

B e n  d id n ’t  k n o w  w h a t Specs w as u p  to , 
b u t  he  h a d  to  a d m ire  th e  little  fe llo w ’s in 
sistence, as Specs dogged th e  coach’s heels, 
o n  th e  t r e k  to  th e  show ers. T h e  coach fin a lly  
seem ed to ta k e  a re a l in te re s t in  w h a t Specs 
w a s  sa yin g . T h e y  tu rn e d  in  a t a n  office in  
th e  fieldhouse to h o ld  a p riv a te  co n fa b , a n d  
w e re  gone a fu ll  fifte e n  m in u te s .

W h e n  H a l  E n g lis h  sent h is te a m  o u t fo r  th e  
second h a lf, h e  n o d d e d  c u r tly  a t B e n . “ Y o u  
sta y h e re  w it h  y o u r  ro o m m a te  a w h ile , B e n .”  

B e n  fro w n e d  a t Specs.
“ W h a t in  th e  dickens is u p ? ”
“ R e l a x , B e n . E a s y  does it . N o w  lo o k , h o w  

m u c h  self c o n tro l d o  y o u  h a v e  in  y o u r  sys
te m ? ”

“ W h a d d a y a  m ean? W h a t is th is? ”
“ M a y b e  th e  g a m e , i f  y o u ’ll  do as w e  te ll 

y o u . A l l  y o u ’v e  g o t to  do is w a it till  y o u ’re  
called o u t th e re , go in  th e re , a n d  ke e p y o u r  
eyes o ff th a t sco re b o a rd !”

“ H u h ?  W h a t k in d  o f nonsense is th a t? ”  
“ C a n  y o u  d o  it? ”
H e  g o t it , th e n . “ L is t e n , th is  is th e  cra zie st 

s tu n t I  e ve r h e a rd  o f!”
“ N o t  c r a zy . D a m ’ c u te , i f  y o u  a sk m e . 

T h e  o n ly  reason y o u  can ’t  n a il those lo n g  
passes is y o u  t h in k  th e  h e a t’s o n . So— w h e n  
y o u  g e t o u t th e re  again— y o u  w o n ’t  k n o w  it. 
T h e  te a m ’s b e e n  b rie fe d . T h e y ’re  n o t g o n n a  
te ll y o u . O u r  offense w a s b u ilt  a ro u n d  y o u  
a n d  P a u l . Y o u  k n o w  th a t, B e n .”

THE WRONG
“ Y e a h , b u t i t ’s w a c k y  ju s t th e  sam e.”
“ I t ’s a w ild  chance, m a y b e . B u t  H a l  E n g lis h  

seem ed to  t h in k  it  w a s w o r th  ta k in g . H e  
w a n ts  this gam e lik e  a~fish w a n ts  w a te r  to  
s w im  i n .”

S o  i t  w as c r a zy . W e ll, m a y b e  n o t so c r a zy , 
a t th a t. T u r l  w a ite d , sw e atin g o u t th e  m in 
u tes, w o n d e rin g  w h e n  it  w o u ld  com e, th a t 
su m m on s to  a ctio n . I t  cam e sooner th a n  h e  
th o u g h t. I t  came a fte r seven m in u te s  o f th a t 
t h ir d  q u a rte r.

H e ’d  h e a rd  lots o f y e llin g , inside th e re . 
M a y b e  S a n d u s k y  h a d  scored. M a y b e  th e y  
w e re  ahead , he th o u g h t g r im ly , ra cin g  o u t 
th e re  to  jo in  th e  te am . H e  h e ld  his eyes 
d o w n  a n d  a w a y  fr o m  th a t scoreboard w ith  a  
su pre m e  e ffo rt o f s e lf-c o n tro l. H e  coasted 
th r o u g h  one p la y  be fo re  jo in in g  th e  h u d d le , 
a ll th e  w h ile  t r y in g  to  convince h im s e lf th a t 
th e y ’ d  scored, th e y  w e re  lea din g L e b a n o n  
n o w .

T h e y  w e re ' o n  th e  e n e m y ’s f o r t y - s i x  y a r d  
lin e . T h e  te am  w as s tu d io u s ly q u ie t, in  th e  
h u d d le . T h e r e  w e re  o n ly  th e  h a rsh  accents 
o f P a u l  C l a r k ’s vo ic e , g rin d in g  o u t a t th e m .

“ N u m b e r  S i x . H o l d , y o u  lin e m e n ! W e  can 
still bea— ”

C l a r k  paused a b r u p tly , a n d  g a ve  a n  e xc e l
le n t im ita tio n  o f a m a n  w h o  has m ade a d u m b  
b re a k  a n d  feels b a d ly  flu ste re d.

O b e y  H i n k l e , th e  to w e rin g  ce n te r, g la re d  
a t C l a r k  a n g r ily .

“ I  a lw a y s  th o u g h t q u a rte rb a c k in ’ to o k  
b ra in s , P a u l ,”  he said, glan cin g sidew ise a t 
B e n . “ G u e ss y o u  re a lize  th a t d id  i t .”

“ I t  slipped o u t,”  th e  q u a rte rb a c k  fla re d . 
“ I  w a s n ’t  t h in k in g .”

B e n  lo o k e d  a t h im . U n d e r  th e  c a re fu lly  
co n trite  m a sk P a u l  C l a r k  w as w e a rin g , h e  
seem ed to  detect a trace o f s ly  h u m o r . H e  
s u d d e n ly  k n e w , b e y o n d  a d o u b t, alm ost w it h 
o u t th in k in g , th a t th e  q u a rte rb a c k  h a d  m a de  
th a t so -c a lle d  “ b r e a k ”  o n  p u rp o se . H e ’d  
wanted  B e n  to  k n o w  th e  chips w e re  d o w n  
o n  th is  one.

B e n  d id n ’t  k n o w  w h e n  h e ’d  e v e r fe lt q u ite  
so disgusted w it h  a n y o n e ; I n  a sharp m o 
m e n t o f in s ig h t, he  c o u ld  s u d d e n ly  vis u a lize  
th e  w h o le  p a tte rn . S o m e w h e re , som ehow , 
P a u l  C l a r k  h a d  h e a rd  o f B e n ’ s fa ta l w e a k 
ness, his in a b ility  to  h o ld  o n to  a  pass w it h  th e  
chips d o w n . T h e r e  w a s th a t po litic a l r iv a l r y  
b e tw e e n  th e ir tw o  fa th e rs . A n d  w h a t a 
g o ld e n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  sabotage B e n ’s d a d ’s 
chances, i f  P a u l  w e re  to  tra n s fe r to  S a n 
d u s k y  fr o m  S ta te , a n d  sh o w  B e n  u p  in  fr o n t  
o f th e  v o tin g  g e n tr y .
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TH E Y  h a d  p la n n e d  i t  th a t fa r , B e n  s u d 
d e n ly  k n e w . T h e  p o litic a l s k u ll-d u g g e r y  

in v o lv e d  w a s n ’t  too s u rp risin g . T h e r e  w e re  
fe w  u n b ro k e n  ru le s in  th a t ga m e . B u t  fo r  
P a u l  C la r k  p u rp o s e ly to je o p a rd ize  the 
te a m ’s chances, fo r  such a spu rio u s m o tiv e —  
i t  m ade B e n  m o re  th a n  a little  sick.

Y o u  lo o k  fo r  m o re  spo rtsm a nsh ip, in  fo o t
b a ll. A n d  w ith  a fe w  ro tte n  exceptions lik e  
c ra fty  P a u l  C la r k , y o u  u s u a lly  find it. 

T h in k in g  a b o u t it ju s t b u rn e d  B e n  u p .
“ I t ’s all r ig h t, O b e y ,”  he g ro w le d  a n g r ily . 

“ I ’m  w a y  ahead o f y o u . S o  le t’ s go, b e fo re  
w e ’re  o v e rtim e  in  the h u d d le . A n d  one 
th in g , p a l,”  he ta lk e d  s tra ig h t a t P a u l  C l a r k , 
“ if  y o u  pitc h  to  m e , y o u  b e tte r m a k e  it  a 
good o n e !”

T h e y  lin e d  u p , an d th e re  i t  w as. H e  to o k  
h is place g r im ly , d ig g in g  his cleats in . H e  
d id n ’t  h a ve  a n y  idea w h a t th e  score w a s. H e  
s till h a d n ’t  lo o k e d  a t th e  scoreboard. H e  
k n e w  th e  m o m e n t w as im p o rta n t—he could 
th a n k  c ra fty  P a u l  C l a r k  fo r  th a t—b u t  he 
trie d  to  th r u s t a ll th o u g h ts e xce p t o f this 
p la y  fr o m  his m in d .

I t  w as h a rd  to q u it  w o r r y in g  a b o u t his 
d a d ’s election.

I f  h e  messed th a t u p  fo r his fa th e r in  this 
last gam e, it  w o u ld  be tragic.

P a u l C l a r k ’s b rittle  voice w a s b a rk in g  b e 
h in d  h im .

H e  saw  th e  lin e m e n  becom e tense, saw  
O b e y  H in k le  snap th e  p ill b a c k th ro u g h  his 
m assive legs.

B e n  cam e o u t of his c ro u ch , slam m ed past 
a n  in c o m in g  le ft h a lfb a c k , a n d  w e n t scoot
in g  d o w n  th e re . T h is  w as th e  b ig  on e , he 
k n e w . I f  he g o t past this m o m e n t, if  P a u l  
flu n g  a pass to h im  a n d  he som ehow  m an age d 
to  h a n g  o n to  it , th e  cu re  w o u ld  be fin ished. 
H e ’ d h a ve  lic k e d  th a t fo o l p h o b ia  w h ic h  had 
so co n sta n tly p lag ue d h im !

H e  raced on a lin e  d o w n  th e  center o f th e  
fie ld , th e n  m a de  a b u tte r fly ’s a b r u p t cu t 
to w a r d  the le ft  sideline. H e  h a d  co u n ted 
w h ile  r u n n in g . H e  h a d  tim e d  this th in g  rig h t. 
H e  w a s ce rtain  o f th a t m u c h . I f  a n y th in g  
w e n t w ro n g  w ith  th e  tim in g , it  w o u ld  be in 
P a u l  C l a r k ’s d e p a rtm e n t.

T h e  Le b a n o n ite s  w e re  w a tc h in g  fo r  h im . 
T h e r e  w e re  tw o  o f th e m  o n  h im , b u t his 
s w ift  sidew ise c u t le ft th e m  in  th e  r u c k  fo r  
a  fe w  precious m om en ts.

H e  h e a rd  th e  c ro w d  y e ll w ild ly . W a y  b a c k 
th e re  in  th e  S a n d u s k y  b a c kfie ld , P a u l  C l a r k  
w a s h a v in g  h is tro u b le s. T h e  L e b a n o n  lin e 
m e n  w e re  in . P a u l  fe in te d  a r u n , fa d e d  a n 
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o th e r h a lf step. H is  r ig h t a rm  w as m o v in g  
b a c k  in  th e  lon g  stre tch he affected w h e n  
tossing.

T h a t  a rm  lanced fo r w a r d , a n d  he re  it 
cam e. I t  w as a lo n g  lo w  b a ll. I t  w as a b e a u ty . 
T o  the c ro w d  in th e  stands it  lo o k e d  g ro o ve d . 
E v e n  fro m  th e  bench it  lo o k e d  lik e  a p e rfe c t 
p itch .

B u t  to  B e n  T u r l ,  w h o  w as expected to 
catch it , it  to ld  a m u c h  d iffe re n t s to ry .

T h e  lead w as too lo n g . B y  a h a ir , b u t 
w h e n  y o u ’re  a lre a d y ru n n in g  y o u r  legs o ff to 
m a k e  u p  fo r  th e  n a tu ra l lea d o n  a  b a ll, a 
h a ir  can be m ig h ty  im p o rta n t.

B e n  could feel the tig h t b a ll o f rage inside 
h im  g ro w in g  to m o u n ta in o u s  p ro p o rtio n s . 
P u rp o s e ly  o ve rle a d  h im , w o u ld  the sh re w d  
d e vil?  H e  slam m ed his fly in g  cleats d o w n  
h a rd e r, h a rd e r. H e  p u t his hands u p  as the 
b a ll d ro p p e d  d o w n  s w iftly , u p  the re  in  fr o n t 
of h im .

A l l  he k n e w  w as th a t P a u l  C l a r k , fo r  
o b vio u s reasons, h a d  th r o w n  a pass w h ic h  
lo o k e d  good, b u t w h ic h  c o u ld n ’t  be ca u g h t— 
a n d  th a t he had to catch it. H e  lean ed fo r 
w a r d  on the dead r u n , his a rm s o u t, stre tc h 
in g , stre tch in g.

T h e  ba ll d ro p p e d . H e  got his fingers u n d e r 
it. lik e  a scoop. I t  tw is te d  fre e , starte d  to 
elude h im .

H e  jab b e d  fo r w a r d  h a rd e r, b ro u g h t it u p  
to his chest an d h e ld it!

T h e ir  sa fe ty m a n  w as r ig h t th e re  b e y o n d , 
n o t five  y a rd s  fr o m  h im . T u r l  sa w  he w a s o n  
th e ir e le v e n -y a r d  lin e . H e  p u t  o u t a ro c k in g  
s tr a ig h t-a rm . H e  fe lt  th e  m a n ’s clu tc h in g  
han ds g ra b  a t his fly in g  knees. H e  a p p lie d  
m o re  pressure o n  th e  p la y e r ’s h e lm e t, d ro v e  
h im  h e a d  fo re m o s t to  th e  tu r f .

B e n  T u r l  d id  a flic k in g  s k ip -s te p  a ro u n d  
h im . a n d  ro m p e d  the fin al te n  y a rd s  in to  
p a y d ir t.

Y o u  n e v e r h e a rd  such w ild  y e llin g  as cam e 
fr o m  th e  g ra n d stan d  th e n . T h e  c ro w d ’s 
th u n d e r slackened w h e n  C o a c h  H a l  E n g lis h  
y a n k e d  P a u l C l a r k  o u t of th e  b a ll ga m e . 
T h e y  could n o t u n d e rs ta n d  it , n o r c o u ld  B e n , 
unless the coach h a d  shared B e n ’s m o m e n t 
o f insight in to  P a u l  C l a r k ’s o u tra g e o u s ly 
selfish m o tive s.

E ffie  S p o o n e r ra n  it a ro u n d  end fo r  th e  
p o in t, w it h  T u r l  cle arin g a w id e  p a th  fo r  h im .

In  the h u d d le , M a r  D ie tr ic h  slapped B e n  
o n  th e  b a c k , “ O k a y  k i d ,”  he  said. “ N o w  
ta k e  a  lo o k  a t th a t sco re b o a rd .”

I t  said 7  to 6 in  S a n d u s k y ’s fa v o r . B e n  
g u lp e d .

FOOTBALL



THE WRONG RIGHT END
“ S o  n o w , w e  p la y  fo o tb a ll,”  D ie tr ic h  said 

g r im ly . “ W e  h o ld  those b a b ie s!”

A N D  th e y  d id , r ig h t th r o u g h  t h a t last 
q u a rte r.

I t  w a s still 7  to  6 w h e n  th e  g u n  b a n g e d  to 
e n d  it.

B e n  d id n ’t  c o m p le te ly u n d e rs ta n d  his fo o t
b a ll c u re  u n til  th e  election re tu rn s  w e re  
c o u n te d  n e x t  w e e k , a n d  h e  a n d  Specs w e n t 
o u t to  celebrate his d a d ’s b r a n d  n e w  im 
p o rta n c e  as a m e m b e r o f C o n g re ss.

“ I  h a d  a  h u n c h  P a u l  C l a r k  w o u ld  sp ill the 
beans o u t th e re  in  th e  h u d d le ,”  Specs to ld

B e n  s o b e rly . “ M a tte r  o f fa c t, I  w as c o u n tin g
on i t .”

“ C o u n tin g  o n  it? ”  B e n  lo o k e d  a t his o w lish  
ro o m y .

“ T o  g e t y o u  sore, B e n . T h a t  w as th e  m ost 
im p o rta n t p a r t o f th e  cu re . J u s t  k n o w in g  
h o w  com e y o u  k e p t flo ppin g u n d e r g re a t 
stress w a s h a lf a c u re . B u t  w h e n  y o u  g o t 
so ra g in g  sore a t P a u l  o u t th e re , y o u  fo rg o t 
all a b o u t y o u r  b la m e d  in h ib itio n . T h a t ’s 
w h a t re a lly  p u sh e d  y o u  o v e r th e  h u r d le .”  

“ Y e a h ,”  B e n  said th o u g h tfu lly , g e n tly . 
“ T h a t — a n d  a sw e ll little  g e n t I  k n o w , nam e 
o f Specs D o o little !”
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CRAZY FOR TROUBLE
By W IL L IA M  J. O ’SULLIVAN

The Bums were the clowns of the pro game, until a couple 
of real clowns joined up to make a football team of them!

C H A P T E R  I

Son of Fury

EV E N  if his nam e had been  Jones, in 
stead o f W eathers, h e ’d p robab ly  
have p ick ed  up the n icknam e 

“ S torm y”  at a ten der age. T rou b le  cam e 
to  M rs. W eath ers ’ son  H arold  like ey eb row s 
to Joh n  L . L ew is or like cu rves to La 
G rable— naturally  and in great quantities.

W hen  h e ’d been  a kid, p eop le  had look ed  
at h im  and thought o f  g o ld e n -v o ice d , cu r ly -

haired ch oir b o y s  and v e lv e t-su ited  L ittle  
L ord  F aun tleroys and M oth er’s L ittle  H elp 
ers . . . and then suddenly  w ere  w on derin g  
w h y  they thought, too, o f  P u tty -b lo w e rs  and 
o f ja m -sm ea red  pan try -ban d its , o f  the O l’ 
S w im m in ’ H ole and o f a fu ll-b lo w n  street- 
fight . . .  o f s tin k -b om b s in a hot class
room . . . .

S torm y W eathers had grow n  up a lon g  both  
lines o f  thought— and action.

“A  saint with a broken nose,”  a great 
sp orts -w riter  had ca lled  him , w h en  he w as 
starring w ith  the N ew  Y ork  Titans that first



season, te n  ye a rs ago. “ A  battle-scarred  
angel. . .

T h e  e n rage d B r o o k ly n  fans— o r fanatics i f  
y o u  p re fe r— said i t  s h o u ld  h a v e  been “ B a tt le -  
sca re d .”  T h e y  to o k  th a t b a c k a n d  said th e y  
m e a n t “ B o ttle -s c a r re d .”

T h e y  h a d  called h im  m a n y  th in gs, the 
B r o o k ly n  p ig sk in  fo llo w e rs , w h e n  pro fe s
sion a l fo o tb a ll’s g re a t b lo c k in g  b a c k had 
p e rs o n a lly  b lo c ke d  the B r o o k ly n  B u m s  o u t 
o f th e  E a s te r n  D iv is io n  T it le  a ll th re e  tim es

th a t th e  B u m s  h a d  th e ir  b ig  chance.
B r o o k ly n  fo o tb a ll fans d id n ’t  h a ve  a n y  

need fo r  n ig h tm a re s. N o t  fo r  a n y  m o re  
n ig h tm a re s, th a t is, th a n  th e  visio n  o f S to r m y  
W e a th e rs w ild -b u llin g  i t  a lo n g  th r o u g h  th e  
B u m s ’ se co n da ry, sa va g e ly fla tte n in g  line 
b a c k e rs -u p  a n d  sa fe ty m e n , th e  T it a n  b a ll-  
to ters fo llo w in g  sa fe ly o v e r the h u m a n  d e b ris.

O r  S to r m y  W e a th e rs  ro c k in g  th e  B u m s ’ 
fla sh y ru n n e rs  w ith  s o u l-s e a rin g  blocks as 
th e y  stepped o u t h o p e fu lly  fo r  th e  p a y - d i r t  
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o f th e  T it a n  goal . . . one n e v e r -t o -b e -  
ae hie ve d d o w n  fr o m  a sustained a tta c k  . . . 
one n e v e r -to -b e -s c o r e d  to u c h d o w n  fr o m  v ic -  
t o f y  . . . one n e v e r -t o -b e -w o n  gam e fr o m  
a  C h a m p io n s h ip .

O n  the last occasion, the B u m s ’ last chance 
a n d  th e ir best in  ye a rs, S to r m y  had b lo cke d  
G ib b y  L a t o u r  so h a rd  a n d  so w r e c k in g ly  th a t 
th e  flashy B r o o k ly n  b a c k h a d  been k n o c k e d  
colder th a n  a p a w n b ro k e r’s appraisal. 
S t o r m y , ro llin g  o v e r a n d  o v e r on the fro ze n  
t u r f  w ith  the le th a l m o m e n tu m  o f his sm e a r
in g  b u t  clean b o d y -s la m , h a d  lo o ke d u p  to  
see th e  spheroid an cho re d th e re  in  the a ir 
n e a r h im , fly in g  free.

S to r m y  had opened his a rm s re c e p tiv e ly , 
a n d  i t  w as th e  T ita n s ’ b a ll on the T it a n  tw o , 
th e  score Titans 10— Bums  7  w ith  one m in u te  
o f p la y in g  tim e  le ft.

S to r m y  h a d  needed a police cordon to get 
h im  o u t o f th e  B u m s ’ ra g in g  p a r k . B u t  the 
B u m s  them selves, led  b y  O w n e r -M a n a g e r  
“ B r o a d w a y ”  D e n b y , had got a chance at 
S to r m y  first— in  m u c h  the same w a y  th a t the 
luckless G ib b y  L a t o u r  h a d  h a d  a chance at 
S to r m y .

D e n b y ’s first nam e w as J o h n ; b u t  the 
b u r n in g  q u e stio n  fo llo w in g  th a t fracas had 
n o t been , “ W h o  S tr u c k  J o h n ? ”  I t  h a d  been, 
" W hat  w as J o h n  s tru c k  w ith ? ”  S o m e  said 
h e  h a d  been b lo cke d  o u t. O th e rs  he ld th a t 
S to r m y  had h it  h im  w ith  the B r o o k ly n  bench.

S t o r m y ’s o w n  ve rsio n  w as he had m e re ly  
sta rte d  to set the B r o o k ly n  o w n e r u p  fo r a 
c o n vin ce r w h e n  the sto u t, fie ry  B r o a d w a y  
J a w n  h a d  decided to go b e d d y -b y — r ig h t 
th e re  a t S t o r m y ’s feet.

B r o a d w a y  J a w n  had spoken his fo r g iv e 
ness. B r o a d w a y  J a w n , a o n ce -g o o d  p e r
fo r m e r  in the p rize  rin g , h a d  to ld  a ll and 
s u n d r y  th a t it  w as ju s t so m u ch w a te r o ve r 
th e  d a m  . . . a n d  th a t he to o k i t  w ith  a 
g ra in  o f salt. B u t  those w h o  k n e w  the p ro u d , 
u n y ie ld in g  B r o a d w a y  D e n b y  said the ‘dam s’ 
th e  m a n  m e n tio n e d  w e re  n o t spelled that 
w a y ; a n d  th a t he to o k  the salt in  the w o u n d s 
S t o r m y ’s g ra n ite  fists had opened in  the 
r o c k y  D e n b y  visage.

T h e n , so q u ic k ly  can the p ictu re  change, a 
s p a rk  o f th e  o ld  fire w as gone fro m  S t o r m y ’s 
g r a y  eyes, a c ylin d e r o f explo sio n  w as m iss
in g  fr o m  his lu s ty , ro a rin g  blocks a n d  n e w , 
stran g e  faces W ere stu d d in g  the T it a n  ro ster. 
O l d , fa m ilia r faces w e re  m issing.

T h e n  o ld C u l ly  B o d in e , T it a n  m a ste r
m in d , p a rla ye d  a sim ple head cold in to  d o u 
b le  p n e u m o n ia  a n d  a pass to  Im m o r ta lity ,
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a n d  th e n  n e w  m o n e y cam e in , a n d  n e w  ideas 
a n d  n e w  system s a n d  n e w  faces. A n d  b e fo re  
y o u  could s a y, “ Ow, w h a t a ta c k le !”  th e  
T ita n s  w e re  m a tch in g th e  B u m s  fo r  sheer 
fu t ilit y .

T H E  B u m s  h a d  la id  o u t m o n e y  a n d  th e  
T ita n s  h a d  la id  o u t m o n e y  a n d  th e ir 

respective p u b lic  re la tio n s b a rk e rs  to ld  a ll 
the F a i t h f u l  w h a t th e y  w e re  going to  do 
w ith  th e ir team s. A n d  the F a i t h f u l  cam e, 
p a id  a n d  sa w , a n d  th e y  w e n t a w a y  w ith  
v e r y  defin ite ideas o f w h a t the T it a n  a n d  the 
B u m  o w n e rsh ip  co u ld do w ith  th e ir  team s, 
in c lu d in g  th e  p la y e rs, the benches a n d  the 
w a te r-b u c k e ts .

T h e n  came a lu ll  in  p u b lic  re la tin g , a lu ll 
in  atten dan ce, a n d  a lu ll  in  th e  inte re st o f 
the F a it h fu l. T h e n  came the an n o u n ce m e n t, 
a n d  fr o m  B r o o k ly n  the s to rm . W ith o u t lu ll—  

STORM Y WEATHERS TRADED TO LUCKLESS
b u m s !

T h e  firs t ru m o rs  w e re  a B r o o k ly n  ‘ga g .’ 
T h e n  re lia ble  re p o rts gagged B r o o k ly n . B u t  
n o t fo r  lon g — the F la tb u s h  F a i t h fu l  b u rs t the 
gag w ith  a ro a r th a t evacu ate d pigeons fr o m  
B o ro u g h  H a l l , and sent th e  lions in to  h id in g  
in  th e ir  cages in  P ro sp e c t P a r k  Z o o .

A n d  the n e x t S u n d a y , as h e  tro tte d  o u t 
o n to  E b b e ts  F ie l d  w ith  his strange m ates, he 
received a ro a rin g  trib u te  fr o m  the B u m s ’ 
vocal su ppo rte rs. B u t  it  w as the k in d  o f 
trib u te  a shepherd reserves fo r  a d a g g e r- 
fan ged w o lf t r y in g  to sm uggle in  a m o n g  the 
lam bs.

“ Kill the bum! B ooooooo!”
“ Stormy, ya stink!"
“ Com e awn, Pittsboigh! Flatten dat rat! 

B ooooooo!"
W a rm in g  u p  o u t the re  in  the w ash of 

B r o o k ly n ’s h a te , S to r m y  d id n ’t  notice it—  
n o t too m u c h . H e  spun a b a ll in  his b ig , 
p o w e rfu l han ds an d to o k  a q u ic k  step. T h e  
b a ll d ro p p e d , his rig h t fo o t th u d d e d  against 
it a n d  a so a rin g spiral co rkscre w e d u p  into  
the crisp, s u n n y  a ir. T h e  starin g  P itts b u rg h  
playe rs loosed ‘b ird s ’ in to  th e  u p ro a r.

S to r m y  d id n ’t  m in d  because h e ’d foreseen 
th is ; a n d because, a n y w a y , S to r m y  p la y e d  
the ball o r the o p p o n e n t o r the gam e, n o t 
the stands.

B esides, S to r m y  had ju s t le ft a session w ith  
th e  B u m s ’ b o a rd  of stra te g y an d o w n e r a n d  
te a m , th e re  in  th e  d re s s in g -ro o m , a session 
th a t w as n o t so no isy as the stands, b u t 
m u c h  m o re  g rim .

“ T h is  te am  is s tu m b ly  a n d  han dicap ped
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e n o u g h ,”  C o a c h  “ G in g e r ”  M a h a n  h a d  ro a re d  
a t B r o a d w a y  J a w n , “ w ith o u t rin g in g  in  a 
g u y  th a t B r o o k ly n  w o u ld  p a y  to  see e lectro
cu ted! Y o u  to ld  m e this tra d e  w a s rig g e d  to 
pass W e a th e rs o n  to th e  O ile r s  o r th e  S e n a 
tors! I  w o n ’t  h a v e  W e a th e rs o u t th e re  w ith  
m y  b o ys! T h e y  a re  h a v in g  a  h a r d  tim e  e ve n  
n o w , g e ttin g  to g e th e r!”

J o h n  D e n b y  h a d  focused his fis h -b lu e  eyes 
o n  th e  ira te  little  m a n a g e r, ro llin g  an u n 
lig h te d  cigar fr o m  side to  side o f his slit o f a 
m o u th .

“ S h a d d u p , G in g e r ,”  he h a d  said tonelessly 
w h e n  th e  B u m s ’ coach paused to  su ck in  a ir . 
“ Y o u ’re  n o  fire b a ll. I  th in k  I ’ll  m a k e  use o’ 
th a t clause in  o u r co n trac’ says I  can advise. 
R e m e m b e r?

“ W e ll, I ’m  a d v is in ’ y o u  to use S to r m y . I ’m  
a d v is in ’ y o u  to  s h a d d u p , to o . I  g ive  y o u  a 
fre e  h a n d  to p ic k  a n ’ b u y  p la y e rs a n ’ w o tta  
I  get? B o y , th e y ’re  B u m s  o k a y . W ith  t h ’ 
capital B ! "

“ T h e y  h a v e n ’t g o t ro llin g ,”  G in g e r  d e 
fe n d e d , his d a r k  eyes a n g ry . “ T h e y ’re  n o t, 
u h , co he sive ."

“ Y e a h ,”  D e n b y  agreed. “ Y o u  g o t som e
th in g , G in g e r . T h e y ’re  adhesive, n o t co
h e sive . T h e ir  pan ts are  adhesive to  th e  
b e n c h  a n ’ th e ir  fe e t are adhesive to  the 
g ro u n d , inside th e  t e n -y a r d  m a rk e rs . A n ’ 
th e ir  han ds a re  adhesive o n  m y  p a y r o ll .”  
H e ’d paused to  b ite  in c is ive ly in to  th e  cigar.

“ B u t  y o u ’re  n o t adhesive, G in g e r . N o t  i f  
y o u  re fu se  to advise w it h  m e , see? I ’m  a d 
visin g  y o u  to p la y  S t o r m y , here— ”  his 
opa qu e , pale gaze h a d  sw iv e le d  im p e rso n a lly 
onto th e  fo rm e r T i t a n  star. “ I  got m y  reasons, 
G in g e r .”

T h e  B r o o k ly n  coach g lo w e re d  an d fo r  once 
le t his to n g u e  slip fr o m  c o n tro l.

“ L is t e n , J o h n , if  a g u y  p u ts  th e  slug on m e 
I  p u t it  b a c k on h im . I f  I  can. A n d  i f  I  got- 
th e  sand, an d I  h a ve ! I  d o n ’t  get t h ir t y  o th e r 
g u ys  a n d  the stands to slug h im  fo r  m e! A n d  
I  d o n ’ t b u st m y  team  u p  d o in g  it , e ith e r!”

T h e  p la y e rs h a d  ganged a ro u n d  in  a tig h t 
g ro u p , th e ir  eyes riv e te d  o n  the scene a n d  
s h iftin g  o n ly  to  m o v e  fr o m  one to  a n o th e r o f 
th e  p rin cip a ls. T h e  B u m s  h a d  been p r o 
claim ed a collection o f nam es a n d  in d ivid u a ls 
w h o  c o u ld  n o t get a lo n g. B u t  fo r  once, th e y  
w e re  o f one m in d  and purpose— liste n in g— 
s izin g  th is  th in g  u p .

B r o a d w a y  J o h n ’ s eyes w e n t still o n  G i n 
g e r’s fa ce ; b u t i t  w as th e  s o rt o f going still 
th a t a  w re s tle r w il l  e m p lo y w h e n  he has his 
o p p o n e n t c o rn e re d , is w a tc h in g  fo r  th e  fa ta l

m o ve . T h e  B u m s ’ scra ppy coach m a de  th a t 
m o ve  n o w . W ith  his m o u th .

“ I ’m  n o t h a v in g  a n y , J o h n . W e a the rs 
doesn’t  p la y .”

W A T E R  w as a ud ib le  d rip p in g  fr o m  a  
defective spigot in to  a  ba sin, in  the 

w a sh ro o m . T h e  gazes o f coach a n d  o w n e r 
stayed locked fo r  s ix ty  fu ll  d rip s.

“ W h a t tim e  is it , G in g e r ? ”  D e n b y  asked 
alon g his cigar.

T h e  B r o o k ly n  coach b lin k e d , shifte d his 
eyes to his w ris tw a tc h , m o v e d  his b a le fu l 
gaze ba ck to  m e e t J o h n  D e n b y ’s ste ad y stare. 

“ I t ’s e x a c tly  tw o  o ’c lo c k .”
“ A t  e x a c tly  o n e -fifty -n in e , G in g e r ,”  J o h n  

D e n b y  said e v e n ly , “ I  fire d  y o u . A c c o rd in g  
to  c o n tra c t.”

I t  w as cu riou s th e  w a y  the color flo w e d  out 
o f G in g e r  M a h a n ’s face— lik e  r e d -tin te d  flu id 
flo w in g  fro m  a basin a n d  le a vin g  the e m p ty  
b o w l o f i t  w h ite ly  d ir t y . T h e  coach tu rn e d  
his head j e r k ily , his eyes seeking o u t S to rm y  
W e a th e r.

“ Y o u ’re n o t ta k in g  this, a re  y o u , W eathers? 
Y o u  k n o w  h o w  J o h n  loves y o u , d o n ’ t  y o u ?  
H a h ! I  n e v e r lik e d  y o u  to o  m u c h  m yse lf. 
B u t  i t  sh o u ld n ’t  ha p p e n  to  a n  Im p e ria l J a p a 
nese M a rin e  th a t B r o a d w a y  J o h n  sh o u ld  get 
th e  d ro p  o n  h im  lik e  this! L i k e  h e ’s got you! 
I  u n d e rs to o d  he w a n te d  y o u  to  sw in g  a deal 
w ith . B u t  p la y in g  y o u  in  B r o o k ly n —  E s 
p e cially w ith  this gang w e  got n o w . . .

G in g e r  M a h a n ’s voice tric k le d  a w a y  and 
he sat in  sile n t co n te m p la tio n  o f th e  disaster 
he p re dicte d fo r  b o th  th e  B u m s  a n d  fo r  the 
B u m s ’ h a te d  g lo r y -w r e c k e r , S t o r m y
W eathers!

S to r m y  stared in c u rio u s ly  a t D e n b y , then 
shru gged.

“ D o n ’t  w o r r y  y o u rs e lf a b o u t m e , M a h a n . 
I  d o n ’t  scare so e a sy.”  H e  sm iled fa in tly  a t 
th e  a n g ry  flu sh th a t p o in te d  u p  th e  b u m p y  
cartilage on the b rid g e  o f D e n b y ’s nose. “ M e , 
I ’ l l  get b y .”

“ L i k e  m eat com ing o u t o f a ch o pp er, y o u ’ll 
get b y ! ”  M a h a n  sn o rte d . “ W e ll, n u ts to  th is. 
I  g o t some la w y e rs  to  see! H a v e  a good tim e , 
D e n b y .”

T h e  p o w e r fu lly -b u ilt  B r o o k ly n  o w n e r 
lo o ke d u p  an d in te rce pte d S to r m y ’s steady 
gaze. A f t e r  a m o m e n t, he c h u c k le d , his hu ge  
shoulders m o v in g  w ith  the h a rd  m irth  th a t 
w as in  the m a n .

“ I  th in k  I  w i l l ,”  he m u r m u re d . “ I  th in k  
I  will h a v e  a good tim e . B u t  i f  y o u  w a n t to 
see m e  h a v e  it , G in g e r , y o u ’l l  h a v e  to p a y . I
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to ld  y o u  a little  w h ile  b a c k to  sh a d d u p . Y o u  
w o u ld n ’t . I ’m  te llin g  y o u  n o w  to  get o u t  
A n d  I  m e a n  now !"

H e  th o u g h t a b r ie f m o m e n t w h ile  M a h a n  
m o ve d  o u t o f his ch a ir, m o ve d  h e a v ily  across 
th e  flo o r, crashed the d o o r s h u t a fte r h im .

“ O k a y , bo ys. B e tte r  get o u t th e re  and 
lim b e r u p . I ’ ll  r u n  thin gs as u su al. Y o u  d o n ’ t 
n eed a coach. W h a t y o u  g u ys  need is a 
g o ve rn e ss.”

W h e n  the h ig h ly -in d iv id u a lis tic  B u m s  
tro tte d  o u t a fe w  m in u te s la te r, th e y  had 
th e ir  m in ds on m o re  th a n  th e ir o w n  personal 
equations fo r  th e  firs t tim e  this n e w  season.

A n d  fo r  the firs t tim e  in  his life , S to r m y  
W e a th e rs w as g o in g  in to  a fig h t the outcom e 
o f w h ic h  w as d o u b tfu l in  his o w n  m in d . B e 
fo re , he  e ith e r d id n ’t stop to  th in k  o r d id n ’t  
care w h a t th e  odds.

B r o a d w a y  J a w n  D e n b y  a n d  the B u m s  and 
th e  F a i t h f u l  w e re  a n o th e r th in g  again. . . .

C H A P T E R  I I  

W arrior’s End

A F T E R  he h a d  lim b e re d  u p  w ith  some 
passing a n d  p u n tin g  a n d  a fe w  h ig h - 

k n e e  sprints u p  a n d d o w n  th e  sidelines, 
S to r m y  tro tte d  o v e r to the b e n ch, nodde d his 
th a n k s  w h e n  T o n y  M a n n is c h , th e  B u m s ’ 
tra in e r, tossed h im  a hooded w in d b re a k e r an d 
w a lk e d  s lo w ly  u p  to w h e re  D e n b y  an d 
" T ig e r ”  W e lsh , tackle  a n d team  captain , w e re  
c o n fe rrin g .

T h e  s tan d o u t star o f the B u m s , h u g e , b u ll
lik e  “ K i l l e r ”  M a y , sat w it h  le ft-h a lf  “ B i d ”  
S w a n so n  a n d  q u a rte rb a c k  D a v e  G o w a n , 
w a tc h in g  it  a ll w it h  h a rd  eyes and a  chal
le n g in g  cant to  h is b ig  ja w . M a y  w as h e ra ld 
ed as th e  o n ly  B r o o k ly n  p e rfo rm e r w h o  had 
liv e d  u p  to  his P re ss notices. T h e  b ig  r e d 
head lo o k e d  to u g h  a n d  w as.

“ G i n k ”  B o r u n d  and C a r l  M a in s , the ends, 
w e re  h a v in g  a pass-catching w a r m -u p  b e 
h in d  the be n ch. G u a r d  “ T i n y ”  G o rd o n  
w a tc h e d .

“ D u f f y ”  G o ttlie b  the c e n te r; “ T i l l y ”  L a w -  
son, ta c k le ; an d G u s  H e lm u th , g u a rd — ceased 
ta lk in g  w h e n  S to r m y  came b y  an d w atch e d  
th e  b lo c k in g  b a c k . T h e r e  w as some q u a lity  
a b o u t W e a the rs th a t registered w it h  o th e r 
m e n , th a t a u to m a tic a lly  h a d  an influ en ce o n  
th e m , th e ir  a ctio n , th e ir ta lk , w h e n  h e  came

n e a r th e m , becam e one o f th e ir  g ro u p  i f  o n ly  
in  his nearness.

I t  w as as i f  th e y  reco gn ize d som e thin g 
v ita l in  the d a r k -h a ir e d , g r a y -e y e d  m a n , an 
a lw a y s -n e w  d isc o ve ry th a t n e v e r p a lle d . 
T h e ir  eyes h a d  th a t appra isin g q u a lity  y o u  
g ive  a ra c e -h o rse  o r a cham pion  p e rfo rm e r 
in  o th e r sports. A  fa m ilia r fig h te r w o u ld  get 
th a t same s w ift s tu d y , th a t ide n tica l, slow  
s e c o n d -tim e -o v e r lo o k , as if  w ith  th e ir  eyes 
th e y could test his ropes o f m uscles, could 
gauge his w e ig h t, could assay th e  m e ta l o f 
the m a n .

T o o , there w as a lw a ys  th a t suggestion o f, 
“ I  w o n d e r if  he co u ld ?”  in  th e ir s h a rp ly  
in q u irin g  looks. N o t  u n fr ie n d ly  e x a c tly — n o r 
fr ie n d ly  e ith e r. B u t  w e ig h in g , m u sin g , s tu d y 
in g .

I n  his college d a ys, S to r m y  W e a th e rs h a d  
been a lig h t-h e a v y  fig h te r. I t  w as perhaps 
ty p ic a l o f th e  m a n  th a t fo o tb a ll playe rs 
th o u g h t o f h im  as a fig h te r an d th a t fighte rs 
th o u g h t o f h im  as a fo o tb a ll p la y e r.

I t  w as an u n sp o ke n  recogn ition  o f th e  fa ct 
th a t W e a th e rs b ro u g h t to w h ic h e ve r sp o rt, 
fig h tin g  o r fo o tb a ll, an added som ethin g th a t 
others d id n ’t h a ve . O n  th e  g rid iro n , he w as 
a  good b a c k, a v e r y  good b a c k . B u t  also, he 
w as a fig h te r, re a d y  to m ix  i t  w ith  a n y b o d y  
w hose cra w  w as sanded e n o u gh to  spill o v e r.

In  th e  t w e n t y -f o u r -fo o t  squ are ‘ r in g ,’ his 
fla t-fo o te d  re fu sa l to back u p , h is be rse rk 
rushes w h e n  a n  oppon en t w e a k e n e d , h a d  
a b o u t th e m  the ru g g e d , s tu b b o rn  q u a lity  o f 
fo o tb a ll, o f a ro c k -r ib b e d  lin e , o f a slashing 
a tta c k  to  bore th ro u g h  a w e a k  spot.

T h e y  loo ke d a t S to r m y  W e a th e rs th u s , 
w h e n  he w a lk e d  o v e r to w h e re  D e n b y  an d 
T ig e r  W e lsh  stood in close ta lk —m e a su rin g  
th e  m a n , appraisin g h im , q u e stio n in g , “ H o w  
w o u ld  I  stack u p  against this g u y ? ”

S to r m y  w a ite d  fo r  D e n b y  to  speak, to 
notice h im . W h ile  he d id , his eyes to u ch e d 
on T i n y  G o rd o n — “ A r m y ”  G o r d o n , th e  rig h t 
g u a rd . T i n y  h a d  p laye d  a t T h e  P o in t  a t th e  
same tim e  T i l l y  L a w s o n , T ig e r  W e ls h ’s o the r 
tac kle , h a d  been a N a v y  line star.

T h e y  h a d  p la y e d  against one a n oth e r a t 
W e s t P o in t  a n d  A n n a p o lis ; an d a lth o u g h  
th e y  lin e d u p  on the B u m s  in  a djace n t posi
tions it  w as n o  secret th a t th e y  still p la y e d  
“ again st”  one a n o th e r.

Y o u  co u ld n ’ t  say it  w as a focal p o in t in  
th e  b ic k e rin g  th a t m a rk e d  th e  B u m s  a t r o u 
b le -te a m . W i t h  K i ll e r  M a y  h o ld in g  sile n tly  
a lo o f fro m  th e  others—w ith  ha lfb a c ks C h u c k  
C a s tra in  a n d  B id  S w a n s o n  n o t te am in g  u p

i
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sm o o th ly— w it h  D u f f y  G o ttlie b  critica l o f 
b o th  his gu a rd s— i t  w as as fu tile  to  lo o k  fo r  
o r declare this o r th a t a focus o f tro u b le  as 
i t  w o u ld  h a ve  been to  a rgue  w h ic h  leg o f a 
centipede w as o u t o f step w it h  th e  o t h e r s .. . .

T h e  B r o o k ly n  B u m s  w e re  a tro u b le  te am . 
A n d  in  th is  respect fo o tb a ll’s s ta n d -o u t 
tro u b le  m a n , S to r m y  W e a th e rs , fitte d  lik e  a 
cu stard pie in  a K e y s to n e  C o m e d y .

D E N B Y  saw  S to r m y  w as w a itin g , b u t le t 
h im  w a it w h ile  he said a little  m o re  to 

T ig e r  W e ls h . T h e n  he le t his eyes to u ch 
s lo w ly  o v e r the n e w  ba ck.

“ S o m e th in g , W e a th e rs? ”
S to r m y  m e t th e  m a n ’s stare e v e n ly .
“ F o r  instance?”
B r o a d w a y  J o h n ’ s eyes w e re  n e ttle d . B u t  

o n ly  his eyes. “ W e ll, a ll o u r p la y s , fo r  in 
stance. I  sho u ld th in k  y o u ’d be b u s y  goin g 
o v e r th e m . U n le s s  y o u  le a rn e d  th e m  a ll in  
tw o  d a ys? ”

S t o r m y ’s face eased in  a m o c k in g  g rin .
“ I f  y o u r  plays d id n ’t  g ive  m e  a n y  tro u b le  

as a T i t a n  b a c k , I  d o n ’t  guess I ’ ll  miss m u c h  
o f the idea w h e n  D a v e y  G o w a n  tells it  in  the 
h u d d le . A n y w a y , I  p ro b a b ly  k n o w  th e  p la ys 
as w e ll as y o u r  o w n  backs. I  m e a n , lo o k in g  
a t th e  re c o rd .”

O f  th e m  a ll liste n in g , o n ly  K i ll e r  M a y  
g rin n e d . T h e  b ig  re d h e a d  seem ed to  lik e  
th a t c ra c k, w h ic h  w as te stim o n y o f its edge.

“ W h a t’s n u m b e r t w e n t y -t w o ? ”  D e n b y  
snapped.

S to r m y  lo o k e d  u p  a t th e  tid a l flo w  o f th e  
stan d s. “ I  bla st a hole open fo r  so m e bo dy, 
I  suppose.”

“ W h a t’s n u m b e r tw e n ty -s e v e n ? ”
“ I  bla st a n o th e r h o le  o p e n .”  S to r m y  

y a w n e d  la z ily . “ N e x t ? ”
“ W h a t ’s n u m b e r fifte e n ? ”
“ I  blast a n o th e r hole o p e n .”
“ H a h ! ”  B r o a d w a y  J o h n  sn o rte d . “ I t ’s a  

q u ic k  k ic k  b y  the f u l l .”
“ S o  I ’m  n o t e ve n  in  i t ,”  S t o r m y  said. “ S o  

w h a t?  D o n ’t  w o r r y  o v e r  m e , J o h n . I  d e 
liv e r . S ee?”

“ T h a t ’s n o t w h a t the T ita n s  s a y !”  D e n b y  
g ro w le d .

“ O h , w e ll, th e y ’re  ju s t sore w e  co u ld n ’t 
p la y  th e  B u m s  e v e r y  d a y .”  S to r m y  g rin n e d  
m a lic io u s ly. “ A n y t h in g  else?”

T h e r e  a p p a re n tly  w a sn ’t . S to r m y  sat b e 
side K i l l e r  M a y  u n til  gam e tim e  cam e 
a ro u n d .

B u t  u n d e rn e a th  th e  im p e rs o n a lly  h a r d  
c ru s t o f h is face, he  w a s u n h a p p y . S to r m y

h a d  com e a lon g  w a y  a long th e  fo o tb a ll t r a iL  
H e r e  a n d  th e re , b a c k  o v e r th e  ye a rs, w e re  
crossroads a n d  de to u rs alon g th e  h a rd  p a th  
o f his career.

Crossroads w h e re  h e  sh o u ld  h a v e  slow ed 
. .  . de to u rs he sh o u ld  h a ve  ta k e n , perhaps . . .  
crossroads o f d ip lo m a c y w ith  m an age rs, o w n 
ers, fan s, fe llo w -p la y e rs , de to u rs of sim ple 
stra te g y th a t led to  s e m i-e x e c u tiv e  jobs o r 
to  be n ch  jobs th a t h a d  a fu tu re  b e y o n d  the 
e n du ran ce  of m uscle a n d  b r a w n  a n d  com 
bativeness.

I f  C u l ly  B o d in e  h a d  liv e d  . . .  i f  he h a d n ’ t 
to ld  D a r r a g h  w h a t h e  th o u g h t o f h im  th a t 
tim e— those times. I f  h e  h a d n ’t u n m e rc ifu lly  
rib b e d  h e a d lin e -h o g s  s h o rtly  destined fo r  
ben ch job s w h e n  th e y ’d so u ght to  h a n g  on 
b e y o n d  th e ir tim e , h a d  trie d  to bo lste r w ith  
b ra g  th e ir  w a n in g  prow ess.

B u t  he  h a d n ’t. A n d  he re  he w a s, p la y in g  
in  a p a r k  w h e re  th e y  h a ted h im  fro m  fr a n 
c h is e -o w n e r d o w n  to  h o t-d o g  h a w k e r.

“ S o  w h a t? ”  he m u r m u re d , as he tro tte d  
o u t to lin e  u p  w ith  the te am . “ W h a t do I  
care?”  ,

“ Y o u  say so m e th in g? ”  M a y  asked.
S to r m y  d id n ’t e ve n  b o th e r to  a n sw e r.
G o in g  into  the fo u r th  q u a rte r, w ith  the 

O ile r s  lea din g b y  2 1— 10, S to r m y  lic ke d  his 
sp lit lips an d stared b e n c h w a rd — in  qu estion , 
n o t in  plea. O f  th e m  a ll the re  o n  the fie ld , 
S to r m y  alone ha d been in  fo r  e v e ry  p la y  o f 
the gam e.

D e n b y  sat th e  b e n ch lik e  a b e e fy S p h in x , 
face u n e m o tio n a l, eyes o p a q u e ly film in g  i t  
a ll fo r th a t s h re w d  b ra in . T h r o u g h  th e  h a lf
tim e  in te rm issio n , he  had k e p t s tric tly  o u t 
o f the d re ssin g -ro o m .

T h r o u g h  th e  ga m e , th u s fa r , he h a d  w a tc h e d  
closely, s ile n tly , expressionlessly, w a v in g  
D a v e  G o w a n  o r th e  q u a rte rb a c k ’s su bstitu te , 
“ S o u p ”  M a lo n e , a w a y  the fe w  tim es the 
fie ld -g e n e ra ls h a d  so u g h t h im  o u t fo r  con
s u lta tio n , fo r  a d vice .

T h r o u g h  it all S to r m y  h a d  p la y e d  g r im ly , 
h a rd — alb eit he w as p a te n tly  o ff a step i n  
his o ld speed, a c o n vin cin g  bla st o ff in  his 
o ld  te a rin g  blo cks. N o w  i t  w a s b e g in n in g  to 
te ll on h im .

T h e  O ile rs  flatte n e d  h im  tw ic e  in  s ix  pla ys 
th a t earned th e m  consecutive firs t d o w n s  in  
th e  fo u r th  q u a rte r. A n d  the F a i t h fu l  ro a re d  
th e ir glee w h e n  th e  p u lv e r iz e r  o f o ld becam e 
th e  p u lv e rize d  o f n e w .

T i l l y  L a w s o n  a n d  A r m y  T i n y  G o r d o n  h a d  
a b it  to  say to  one a n o th e r, w h e n  th e  p la ys 
sta rte d  b re a k in g  th ro u g h  th e  r ig h t side o f
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th e  B u m s ’ lin e .

T h e  firs t tim e  S to r m y  listen ed, his bru ised  
face q u e stio n ing th e  tw o  m e n  th r o u g h  w hose 
area  th e  p la y  h a d  com e to  slam  h im  d o w n  
h a r d . T h e  second tim e , S t o r m y  w a lk e d  a w a y  
a n d  lo o ke d his disgust. T h e  O ile rs  fu m b le d  
th e n , the h e a t w as o ff S to r m y .

W S  head w as still sp in n in g , his fe e t fe e l
ing as if  th e y  w e re  b o th  lefts, w h e n  

D a v e  G o w a n  gan ge d th e m  in  his h u d d le , 
crisped th e  p la y . T h e y  cam e o u t o f the 
h u d d le  fa st, a n d  S t o r m y  hesitated u n c e rta in 
l y , inc lin e d to  check the p la y .

H is  senses cleared, b u t  he w as s lig h tly  h a z y  
a b o u t th e  deal co m in g u p . H e  thought he 
k n e w  it. . . . R e c h e c k  o f th e  signals w o u ld  
m e a n  a p e n a lty  fo r  d e la y in g  th e  gam e, 
th o u g h . H e  w as p r e tty  su re  he k n e w  th e  p la y .

T h e  b a ll snapped a n d  S to r m y  fa k e d  fo r 
th e  e n d , th e n  c u t b a c k  h a rd . T h e  p la y , as he 
fig u re d  it , w as a d e la ye d  b u c k , w ith  h im  
p ilin g  h a rd  th r o u g h  th e  r ig h t g u a rd  position , 
B i d  S w a n s o n  stepping in  his w a k e .

H e  ba n g e d  h a rd  again st som eone . . .  som e
one w h o  s h o u ld n ’t  h a v e  been the re . If  he 
k n e w  th e  p la y . I t  w as D a v e  G o w a n , the 
speedy q u a rte rb a c k  ta k in g  the ba ll w ith  the 
s p in n e r, the n  h ittin g  o u t to  fo llo w  close a fte r 
S t o r m y  in  a n  o ff-ta c k le  slan t.

S t o r m y , m is ta k in g  th e  p la y , h a d  sw u n g  into  
th e  m a n , telescoping the c h u n k y  q u a rte rb a c k  
s tu n n in g ly  b e tw e e n  h im s e lf a n d T i n y  G o r d o n , 
w h o  h a d  p u lle d  o u t a t g u a rd  to  screen the 
p la y .

G o w a n  scream ed his p a in , th e  b a ll sho t o u t 
o f his han ds a n d  the m a n  w as on th e  g ro u n d , 
o n  his b a c k , m o a n in g  a n d  w r ith in g  in  his 
a g o n y . “ J o e y ”  L a t t e r y , the O ile r  e n d , was 
o n  th e  b a ll in  a pounce a n d  the B r o o k ly n  
stands h it  a n e w  h ig h  in  ra ge .

C u sh io n s sailed o u t o n to  the fie ld , p r o 
gra m s floated d o w n  in  w h o le  and in  pieces 
a n d  T h e  F a i t h f u l  re a lly  o u td id  them selves in  
v e n o m .

" B ooooooooo! B ooooooooo!”
T o n y  M a n n is c h  an d D o c  M ic h ae ls w e re  o u t 

th e re  th e n . T h e  D o c  to o k  a fast lo o k , fe lt 
G o w a n ’s leg g e n tly , th e n  lifte d  his h a n d  in  
a  sign al fo r  th e  stre tch er.

“ L e g  b r o k e n ,”  he said s im p ly .
T h e  B u m s  w a lk e d  a ro u n d  o r d ro p p e d  to 

th e  g ro u n d , b u t  w ith o u t e xc e p tio n , th e ir  eyes 
w e re  on S t o r m y . S o u p  M a lo n e  tro tte d  o u t, 
p u llin g  o n  his h e lm e t: H e  loo ke d a t S to r m y  
clo sely, opened his m o u th  to speak, b u t sh u t 
i t  a g ain  w ith o u t a w o r d . T h e n  C h u c k  C a s -

tra in  w a s ra c in g  o u t, p o in tin g  a t S to r m y .
T h e  b a ttle -w e a r y  b lo c k in g -b a c k  w a lk e d  

s lo w ly  o ff the fie ld , his face raised in  a h a rs h  
g rin  to  the h o w lin g , c a t-c a llin g  stands. H e  
w e n t past D e n b y , w as d ro p p in g  d o w n  o n  th e  
be n ch  w h e n  th e  o w n e r spoke.

“ B e a t it , W e a th e rs . L o o k s  lik e  a n o th e r 
cop e x it . G o w a n  w as a good b o y  a n d  p o p u 
l a r .”  T h e  m a n  shook his h e a d. “ T h a t  w a s a 
c r a zy  th in g  to  do. A n y t h i n g  to s a y? ”

“ Y e a h ,”  S t o r m y  said s a va g e ly. “ I  g o t som e
th in g  to  sa y. Nuts! T o  y o u . T o  y o u  a n d  y o u r  
g rip in g  so -c a lle d  team  a n d  y o u r  lo u s y  fans! 
N uts!”

“ T h a t  w o u ld n ’t  lo o k  nice in p r in t, W e a th 
e rs.”  D e n b y  sm iled s lig h tly . “ F e e l  a little  
b e a t u p ? ”  H e  sh ru g g e d . “ Y o u  co u ld h a v e  
asked to com e o u t, y o u  k n o w .”

“ N o t  y o u , I  w o u ld n ’ t a s k ,”  S to r m y  said 
tig h tly . “ N o t  a n y th in g . W e ll, I  guess I ’m  
th ro u g h ? ”

“ I t  isn’t  th a t easy, fe lla ,”  D e n b y  said 
s im p ly . “ N o t  th a t easy. Y o u ’ re  th r o u g h  fo r  
the d a y , y e a h . A f t e r  a ll, I ’ d  h a te  to  see y a  
k ille d , get it? Y o u  b e tte r dress a n d  sneak 
o u t. I  d o n ’t  w a n t to  see y a  r u in e d .”

“ N o , n o t b y  a n y b o d y  b u t  y o u ,”  S t o r m y  
said s a va g e ly. “ B y  y o u  p la y in g  m e u n til  I ’m  
h a lf unconscious, o u t on m y  fe e t, a lm o s t!”

“ Y o u  h o lle rin g  u n cle ? ”  D e n b y  asked. “ Is 
th a t it? ”

“ Y o u  go to H a d e s ,”  S to r m y  said fla tly . H e  
tu rn e d  on his w a y  to the show ers.

T h e  ro a r o f th e  c ro w d  p o u re d  d o w n  on 
h im , vo ic in g  its distaste, its h a te , its ra ge . 
S to r m y  w a lk e d  s lo w ly  a lo n g , the n  ra ise d his 
h a n d  to his face— five  fingers w rig g le d  d e 
ris iv e ly  fr o m  th e ir p iv o t -p o in t  on his sw o lle n  
nose.

T h e  sound th e n  w as a fu r y  o f im p o te n t 
m u r d e r  w h e n  S to r m y  w a lk e d  on in  a n e w  
s h o w e r o f cushions a n d  p o p -b o ttle s  an d 
curses.

B u t  S to r m y  w a s n ’ t liste n in g . T o  th a t. H e  
w as liste n in g  to a voice w ith in  h im  th a t k e p t 
sa yin g , “ Through. Y ou ’re through. Through!”

C H A P T E R  I I I  

H obson’s C hoice

T H E  B r o o k ly n  playe rs accepted th e  loss 
o f D a v e  G o w a n  fo r  w h a t it  w as— a n 

o th e r b a d  b re a k  in  a series o f b a d  b re a ks. 
B u t  th e  w a y  the fan s lo o k e d  a t it , i t  w as a n 
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o th e r piece o f te s tim o n y  ad d e d  to  th e  a lre a d y  
v o lu m in o u s  re c o rd  o f S to r m y  W e a th e rs ’ p e r 
sonal fe u d  w it h  th e m .

“ I t  w a s a  m is ta k e ,”  K i l l e r  M a y  saw  it. 
T h e y  g a th e re d  o n  th e  M o n d a y  fo llo w in g  th e  
gam e to  go o v e r m istakes, consider stra te g y, 
suggest corrections. “ S to r m y  sh o u ld n ’t  h a v e  
p la y e d  u n til  w e ’d  w o r k e d  o u t to g e th e r, 
lo n g e r. A n d  he  w as k e p t in  to o  lon g  w ith o u t 
re s t.”

D e n b y  lo o k e d  a t W e a th e rs.
“ T h a t ’s r ig h t, y o u  w e re  w o r k e d  too h a rd ? ”
“ I ’m  n o t b e in g  p a id  to  sho o t m y  m o u th  o ff ,”  

th e  b lo c k in g  b a c k said fla tly . “ A s k  som ebody 
else. W h e n  I ’m  p a id  to  w o r r y  a b o u t te a m  
c o n d itio n  a n d  stra te g y a n d  th in g s lik e  th a t, 
I ’l l  pro d u ce . U n t i l  th e n , y o u  w o r r y  a b o u t it. 
Y o u  said y o u  w e re  r u n n in g  things? O k a y , 
y o u ’re  ru n n in g  th in g s . W h y  a sk m e ? ”

“ S h o o tin g  th e  m o u th  o ff, h u h ? ”  M a y  asked 
a n g r ily . “ W a s th a t directed a t m e , th a t 
c ra c k ? ”

S t o r m y  sh ru g g e d , b u t his eyes w e re  a d a 
m a n t.

“ C u t  y o u rs e lf a slice if y o u  th in k  it  fits, 
K i ll e r . Y o u  h e a rd  m e . I ’m  n o t p a id  to  th in k  
o r to  t a l k .”

“ I  th in k  w e ’ re  a ll agreed th a t S o u p  M a lo n e  
is n ’t  re a d y  y e t  to  c a rry  th e  te am  a tta c k ,”  
B r o a d w a y  J o h n  D e n b y  said. “ N o t  w it h  th e  
use w e ’re  m a k in g  o f th e  T -f o r m a t io n , n o w  
a n d  th e n . H e  doesn’t  u n d e rs ta n d  it  f u l ly  y e t. 
I t ’s  a w k w a r d  fo r  h im  to  w o r k  i t . S o  . . . h o w  
do w e  get a ro u n d  th a t? ”

“ W e  g o t to  get us a q u a rte rb a c k ,”  T ig e r  
W e ls h  said.

D e n b y  sm iled tig h tly .
“ O h . J u s t  lik e  th a t, eh? W e  get us a q u a r 

te rb a c k ! E v e n  if  I  d id  la y  th e  m o n e y  o u t fo r  
on e , do y o u  know  w h e re  I  co u ld  g e t a b ig -  
tim e  q u a rte r, q u ic k ? ”

“ G iv e  S to r m y  tw o  bits a n d  get his ideas,”  
M a y  said. “ S t o r m y , th e  w a y  he  says, he  d o n ’t  
th in k  unless h e  gets p a id  to . H is  ideas m ig h t 
b e  w o r th  th a t. T w o  b its. A  q u a rte r. H u h , 
S to r m y ? ”

T h e  fo r m e r  T i t a n  m a de  as i f  to  consider 
th e  o ffe r.

“ W e l l - 1 ,1  th in k  i t  o u g h t to  b e  a  little  m o re  
th a n  th a t, K i l l e r . Y o u  see, I  w e n t to  a  decent 
school; n o t a fre s h w a te r je r k  o u tfit t h a t e ve n  
a  coal m in e r w ith o u t a  h ig h -s c h o o l d ip lo m a  
co u ld  get b y  a t  M y  ideas o u g h t to  b e  w o r th  
m a y b e  fo u r  b its .”

K i l l e r  g ro w le d  his ra g e  a n d  k ic k e d  his 
c h a ir b a c k , to w e rin g  o v e r  S t o r m y  w it h  
k n o tte d  fists.

“ W h y , y o u  cheap h a s -b e e n ! I — ”
S to r m y  cam e u p  fa st a n d  o n ly  D e n b y 's  

q u ic k  m o ve  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  k e p t the m e n  
fro m  s w in g in g  a t one a n o th e r.

“ T h a t ’ s e n o u g h  o f t h a t!”  th e  o w n e r 
snapped. “ Y o u  asked fo r  i t , K i l l e r , a n d  y o u  
got to ld . I  d o n ’t  care if  y o u  g u y s  k i ll  y o u r 
selves, once y o u  get a w a y  fr o m  h e re . B u t  
fo r  n o w , I  w a n t to  settle th is , to  k n o w  w h e re  
w e  are going as a  te am .

“ N o w , le t’s g e t d o w n  to business. A n y  o f 
y o u  fe llo w s g o t ideas a b o u t a q u a rte rb a c k  
w e  co u ld get? I  m e a n , w ith o u t p a y in g  a fo o l
ish su m  to  get h im ?  L e t ’s h e a r y o u r  ideas. 
Y o u , T ig e r ? ”

“ H o w  a b o u t G e a r y  o f th e  S e n a to rs? ”  th e  
captain asked. “ H e ’s h a v in g  tro u b le  W ith  the 
c lu b , I  h e a r.”

D e n b y  sn o rte d .
“ S u r e . H e  w a n ts his sa la ry d o u b le d . H e ’d  

h a ve  th e  same tro u b le  w ith  u s. G e a r y  w as 
b itte n  b y  a fo x , b u t I  d o n ’t  in te n d  to  h a ve  
th e  costly b ite  p u t  o n  m e  b y  G e a r y . T h a t ’s 
o u t .”

“ M a n d e ll, o f th e  L io n s ,”  T i l l y  L a w s o n  sug
gested. “ H e ’s a su b , a n d  w as a  v e r y  good 
N a v y  p la y e r .”

“ S o  w h a t? ”  T i n y  G o r d o n  sneered. “ T h a t  
d o n ’t  q u a lify  h im . M a y b e  B e a st D a n n a h y  
co u ld  do us som e good. B e a s t— ”  T h e  b ig  
e x - A r m y  star paused, u n ab le  to  go o n  u n til  
th e  la u g h te r a n d  th e  jeers h a d  subsided. 
“ W e ll, i t  w as a n  idea. T h e  B e a s t is good f o r  a 
gam e o r  so, a n y w a y . A n d  h e ’s w id e  o pen 
fo r  a b id .”

“ S o  is e v e ry  te a m  D a n n a h y  e ve r p la y e d  
w it h  w id e  o p e n !”  D e n b y  said. “ L i k e  a  z ip 
p e r! H e ’ s th e  c ra c kp o t o f the gam e! H e ’s 
lik e  A 1  S ch a ch t, G e r m a n y  S ch a e ffe r a n d  
D a n n y  G a r d e lla  ro lle d  in to  one w it h  a to u c h  
o f G r o u e h o  M a r x !  L e t ’s be sensible.”

“ A n d  h e ’s y e llo w ,”  T i l l y  L a w s o n  added . 
“ A s  a d u c k ’s fo o t, h e ’s y e llo w ! H e c k  w e  
a ll k n o w  th a t. T h e  g u y  w ill  r im  lik e  a m a d 
m a n  o n  one p la y — o n ly  to  p ra c tic a lly  d ro p  to  
the g ro u n d  w h e n  y o u  com e a t h im  o n  th e  
n e x t.”

“ S o ? ”  S to r m y  asked fla tly . “ W h a t do y o u  
th in k  w e  g o t h e re , an o rc h id  p a tch?”  H e  
n a rro w e d  his eyes in  reco lle ctio n . “ H e  w as 
o n  th e  P a c k e rs  te a m  th a t w e  p la y e d  a fe w  
ye a rs b a c k . H e  can sm ell a  p la y  co m in g u p  
as i f  i t  h a d  p e rfu m e  o n  i t . H e ’s a  cra c k p o t, 
su re . B u t  i f  w e ’re  g o in g  to  re fu se  to  p la y  
cra ckpo ts, w e  m ig h t as w e ll resign fr o m  th e  
L e a g u e  to m o r r o w .”

“ L is t e n  to  w h o  is ta lk in g !"  G o r d o n
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g ro w le d . “ Him!”

“ Y o u  su re sh o u ld  k n o w  a c ra c kp o t w h e n  
y o u  m e e t u p  w it h  one, S t o r m y ,”  L a w s o n  said. 
“ T h e  n u m b e r o f tim es y o u ’v e  been fin e d fo r 
fig h tin g  o n  th e  fie ld . A n d  e ve n  ta k in g  a 
s w in g  n o w  a n d  th e n  a t a spe cta tor.”

K I L L E R  M A Y  to o k o u t a q u a rte r and 
flip ped it to  S to r m y .

“ J u s t  a b o u t w h a t y o u r  idea is w o r th , 
W e a th e rs. N o w  y o u  been p a id  fo r y o u r  piece 
o f b r a in w o r k . L e t ’s get se rio u s.”

“ I  a m  se rio u s,”  S to r m y  said, p o cke tin g the 
q u a rte r w it h  a h a rd  g r in . “ I  th in k  T i n y  has 
a good idea. F o r  r ig h t n o w . B e a st is a scre w 
ba ll an d in tro u b le  the w h o le  tim e . W i t h  the 
referees, th e  p la ye rs, e v e r y b o d y .

“ B u t  h e ’s a re al s m a rt fie ld -g e n e ra l, and 
he’s a w iz a r d  on defense. H e ’s— u n c a n n y , a l
m ost! A ls o , he ’s been w ith  a b o u t e v e ry  team  
in  e ith e r d ivis io n . H e  k n o w s  th e  team s, th e ir 
system s, th e ir w eaknesses. G e t  h im  to  cut 
o u t his c lo w n in g  a n d y o u ’v e  g o t a good b o y .”  

“ A n d  w h o  ha sn ’t  trie d  to stop his clow n in g? 
F o r  m o n e y ,-h e  w o n ’t ,”  D e n b y  said. “ F o r  
good m o n e y !”  D e n b y  paused as if  in  respect 
fo r  th e  v e r y  sacrilege o f n o t d o in g  som ething 
fo r  m o n e y .

“ A n y w a y , he is y e llo w . H e  fa v o rs  h im se lf. 
B esides, he d rive s  e v e ry  te am  h e  goes w ith  
ju s t c r a zy . P ra c tic a l jok e s, h e a v y  sarcasm , 
c o n tin u e d  rib b in g  an d fa u lt-fin d in g . H e ’s a 
team  w re c k e r or h e ’d be th e  highest paid 
q u a rte r  in e ith e r loo p . H e ’s o u t.”

S to r m y  shru gge d.
“ W h a t do y o u  h a ve  to lose, Jo h n ?  Y o u  

got n o  tre a t h e re  r ig h t n o w . H e  m ig h t w in  
us a gam e so m e ho w , a n d  th a t w o u ld  be a 
n o v e lty . O n e  tie  and tw o  losses, so fa r. 
T r o u b le  is, the B u m s  a re  so b u s y  fig h tin g  
a m o n g  them selves th e y  got n o  tim e  to  w o r k  
ste ad y against a n y  o the r o pposition.

“ T i n y  a n d  T i l l y  are each so a fra id  th e y ’d 
h e lp  the o th e r, th a t th e y  w o n ’t  go fo r  team  
p la y . B id  a n d  C a s tra in  n e v e r g o t a lo n g. 
D u f f y  G o ttlie b  th in k s  he is th e  o n ly  lin e m a n  
on the te am . A n d  th e y ’ re a ll sore a t T ig e r  
because h e ’s field boss.

“ K i l l e r , h e re , plays lik e  he m eans it fo r 
a n o th e r te a m , some o th e r gam e. Y o u  h a v e n ’t  
g o t a te a m , J o h n . Y o u ’v e  g o t a collection o f 
in d iv id u a ls  w e a rin g  s im ila r u n ifo r m s .”  

“ M a y b e  y o u  th in k  y o u  co u ld han dle  th e m , 
W e a th e rs? ”  B r o a d w a y  J o h n  D e n b y  said. “ I  
m e a n , b e tte r th a n  G in g e r  o r I  co u ld ?”  

S to r m y  sm iled th in ly .
“ M a y b e  y o u  d o n ’t  t h in k  I  c o u ld !”  he  said.

“ T h is  gang needs h a n d lin g , th a t’s a ll.”  H e  
w a ite d  fo r  th e  b a tte ry  o f B r o n x  cheers to  
still. “ B u t  th a t isn’t  m y  jo b , so— ”

B r o a d w a y  J o h n  w o r k e d  th e  w r a p p e r  o ff a  
cigar and d id n ’t  speak u n til  he  h a d  sa vo re d 
its fla v o r.

“ A n d  y o u  t h in k  B e a s t D a n n a h y  w o u ld  
m a k e  a good q u a rte rb a c k . R ig h t ? ”

“ I  th in k  so .”
“ Y o u  seem c ra zy  fo r tro u b le , W e a th e rs ,”  

D e n b y  said. “ N o th in g  is to o  to u g h  fo r  y o u , 
too m u c h . W e ll, I  t h in k  I  can fix  y o u  u p . 
W ith  p a y  th a t w ill  s u it. I  n eed a m a n  to  
ta k e  G in g e r  M a h a n ’s place, a n d  I  th in k  it 
m ig h t be a good idea if  he p la y e d  r ig h t w ith  
the te am .

“ Y o u  c o u ld n ’t  do it. Y o u  c o u ld n ’t  w o r k  it 
o u t. B u t  y o u  w o u ld n ’t a d m it y o u  c o u ld n ’t . 
Y o u  w o u ld n ’t  fin d  m e u n reason able a t th e  
cash w in d o w . W ill  y o u  ta k e  it? W ill  y o u  
r u n  the B u m s ? ”

A L L  the p la y e rs  sat stu n n e d . S to rm y  
b lin k e d , sucked in  his b re a th , con 

sidered. H e  w as sm ilin g s lig h tly  w h e n  he 
spoke.

“ Y o u  got y o u rs e lf a deal, J o h n .”
“ O k a y . A n d  I ’ ll  get y o u  B e a s t D a n n a h y , 

to o .”  H e  lo o ke d a ro u n d  a t the w id e -e y e d , 
tig h t-fa c e d  gang o f th e m  th e re . “ B o y s — this 
is the n e w  boss. W h a t he says goes.”

A  chorus o f gro a ns, laughs a n d  rip e  “ b ird s ”  
s w e p t the g a th e rin g . S to r m y  w a ite d  w ith  a  
tig h t sm ile, th e n  to o k  p e n cil a n d  p a p e r a n d  
m ade a list o f nam es, s w iftly , passed th e  list 
to D e n b y .

“ H u n d r e d  d o lla r fines fo r  these m e n ,”  he 
snapped. “ In s u b o rd in a tio n ! G o r d o n , L a w -  
son, G o ttlie b , S w a n s o n , H e lm u t . If  y o u  w a n t 
m e . I f  I  g e t a n y  m o re  s tu ff, th e  fines are 
d o u b le d . I f  y o u  d o n ’t  ba ck m e  u p , y o u  can 
lo o k  fo r  a n o th e r m a n .”

“ N o , b y  g u m , y o u  d o n ’ t ! ”  D u f f y  G o ttlie b  
y e lle d . “ W h o  do you think you are, you 
o v e rra te d  p u g ? ”

“ O n e  h u n d re d  dollars fo r  th a t,”  S to r m y  
said. “ E x t r a . D o e s  th a t stic k , J o h n ? ”

D e n b y  sm iled fa in tly , his eyes m a lic io u sly 
co n te n t.

“ T h a t  stick s.”
“ S tr ip  d o w n  fo r  calisthenics a n d  p ra ctise ,”  

th e  n e w  B u m  boss snapped. “ A n d  d o n ’t  
k e e p  m e  w a itin g .”

H e  w a lk e d  o u t, slam m in g  th e  d o o r a fte r 
h im . T h e  shocked silence w as b ro k e n  b y  
K i l l e r  M a y ’s m irth le ss chuckles, chuckles 
th a t g re w  to  a ro a rin g  la u g h .
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“ O h , b r o th e r !”  th e  b ig  fu llb a c k  shouted. 

“ S w e e t J o e , is this going to  b e  a deal! T h a t  
g u y  is  c r a zy . H e  m eans e v e r y  w o r d  he sa ys!”

O u ts id e , S to r m y  w as fa r  fr o m  m ir th fu l. 
H e  k n e w  his choice w as n o t re a lly  a fre e  one, 
k n e w  th a t J o h n  D e n b y  h a d  w o rk e d  h im  in to  
th is  the w a y  a chess e x p e rt w ill  w o r k  o u t a 
calculated a tta c k—le ttin g  his o ppo n e n t th in k  
e v e ry th in g  is h u n k y - d o r y  u n til  i t  is too 
late  . . .  o n ly  th e n  does th e  hapless o ppo n e n t 
see th e  su btle, c le ve r strate gy o f it  all.

D e n b y  h a d  h im . I f  h e  d id n ’t  h a ve  h im  
b e fo re , h e  d id  n o w . H e  h a d  come to  th e  
B u m s  as a s o rt o f H o b s o n ’ s choice . . . th e  
n earest i f  n o t th e  o n ly  place a va ilab le  fo r  
h im .

B u t  th e  le g e n d a ry H o b s o n , d ie  stable 
k e e p e r, w h o  le t e v e ry  p a tro n  choose his 
horse so lo n g  as i t  w as the one in  the stall 
nearest th e  d o o r, a t least se rve d  notice as 
to  his a rb itra rin e ss.

D e n b y  h a d  le t h im  th in k  he  w as m a k in g  
his o w n  choice; a n d  w o u ld  te ll th e  B r o o k ly n  
F a i t h f u l  a n d  th e  sp o rtsw rite rs th a t w as the 
w a y  o f i t  D e n b y  w as saddled w ith  a g ro u p  
o f stars he  co u ld n ’ t  co n tro l. W e ll, he  w as 
shed o f th a t stigm a n o w . I t  w as saddled 
s q u a re ly  o n  S to r m y  W e a th e rs a n d  h e  h a d  to  
sh o u ld e r th e  lo a d  alone.

T h e  season w as a b a d  one fo r  th e  B u m s . 
M a h a n  w o u ld n ’t  h o ld  the bag a n d  h a d  q u it—  
w ith  S t o r m y ’s co m in g as th e  p r e t e x t  J o h n  
D e n b y  h a d  been le ft  to  face th e  w r a th  o f the 
fa n s.

B u t  D e n b y  h a d  r ig h tly  calculated S to r m y ’ s 
com bativeness, h a d  forseen th a t a n y fu r th e r  
tro u b le  o f th e  B u m s ’ c o u ld  be la id  a t the 
fo rm e r T i t a n ’s d o o r. N o w  he h a d  coppered 
th a t b e t in  spades, w it h  S to r m y  W e a th e rs 
jo c k e ye d  in to  th e  saddle to  face B r o o k ly n ’s 
w r a th .

S to r m y  th o u g h t b itte rly  o f th e  w a y  h e ’d  
p la y e d  r ig h t in to  J o h n  D e n b y ’s h a n d s, fo re 
saw  w it h  g rim  a m u sem en t th e  satisfaction 
B r o a d w a y  J o h n  w o u ld  d e rive  fr o m  w a tc h in g  
th e  e x - T i t a n  ba ckfie ld star ta k e  a  b e a tin g 
o u t the re  o n  th e  fie ld e v e r y  S u n d a y . I t  
w o u ld  be a trip le  b e a tin g fr o m  th e  opposition, 
fr o m  th e  fa n s, fr o m  his o w n  team m ates.

S t o r m y  h a d  o n ly  b ro k e n  D e n b y ’ s nose, in  
th e ir  fig h t o f th e  y e a r b e fo re . B u t  before 
D e n b y  w as th ro u g h  h e ’d  p ro b a b ly  see 
S to r m y ’ s career, i f  n o t his n e c k  a n d  b a c k , 
snapped lik e  a re e d in  a  to rn a d o .

“ C r a z y  fo r  tro u b le , h e  called m e ,”  S to r m y  
reflected r u e fu lly . “ T r o u b le , h e ck! I ’m  ju s t 
c r a z y , p e rio d !”

C H A P T E R  I V

The Storm Breaks

T H E  n e w  q u a rte rb a c k  re p o rte d  fo r  p ra c 
tise in  tw o  d a ys, a n d w it h  his a r r iv a l 

came a flood o f m essenger b o ys fr o m  the te le 
g ra p h  offices w it h  c o n g ra tu la to ry e xp re s
sions o v e r the deal th a t a cqu ire d “ B e a st”  
D a n n a h y . C o lle c t— C . O .  D .  to the B u m s .

W h ile  th e  fr o n t office w as still sho u tin g 
its re fu sal to p a y  fo r  a n y  m o re  such ite m s, 
squads o f o th e r messengers appeared b r in g 
in g  b o xe s o f flo w e rs, flo ra l horseshoes, b oxes 
o f cigars, th e a te r tickets. A ls o  collect.

A n  u n ctu o u s voice an nou n ced itself o v e r 
th e  telephone as b e in g  th a t o f a U n it e d  States 
S e n a to r w ish in g  to  speak to  J o h n  D e n b y . 
A n d  w h e n  th a t w o r th y  h u r r ie d  to  his e x 
tension a n d  a n sw e re d w ith  becom ing respect, 
th e  un ctuo u s one spoke th u s ly —

“ T h is  is the S e n a to r, J a w n . C la g h o m , th a t
is................... A h  w a n t five  thou san d seats in  a
b lo c k . I n  th e  South  end o f th e  field. . . .”  

B r o a d w a y  J o h n  cursed fe e lin g ly a n d  o r
dered th e  fo o tb a ll-p la y in g  com edian to re 
p o rt fo r  w o r k  w ith o u t fu r th e r  ado o r to -d o . 
H e  w as on h a n d  w h e n  th e  g rin n in g , s h a rp - 
e ye d  q u a rte rb a c k  came along th e  ra m p  in  a  
lo u d -c h e c k e d  su it o v e r a characteristic 
tu r tle -n e c k  sw eater th a t w as re d d e r th a n  a  
fire  a t m id n ig h t

H e  stood a ro u n d  w ise cra ckin g w h ile  p h o 
to grap he rs flashed th e ir  b u lbs a n d  re po rters 
asked questions.

“ T h e  B u m s  can’t  lose,”  he said. “ N o t  n o w . 
W h o ’ll  I  ro o m  w ith  o n  th e  road? O h , B r o a d 
w a y  J o h n  an d I  w ill  h a ve  a suite o f room s 
w h e re v e r w e  go. N o th in g  is too good fo r  
J a w n . W h e n  he is w ith  m e . . . . ”

I t  w as tra d itio n a l w ith  th e  clubs B e ast 
D a n n a h y  h a d  been w ith  th a t n o b o d y  w o u ld  
ro o m  w it h  h im . S n ak e s, sk u n k s , h o m e d  
toads, m yste rio u s messages in  the b oxes, 
falsetto voices te le pho n in g to  say it  w as A n -  
nabelle o r C la ric e  o r Jo se p h in e  a n d  d id n ’t  
W h o o z it  re m e m b e r h e r. . . .? T h e n  w o u ld  
fo llo w  con versations th e  details o f w h ic h  
w e re  stra n g e ly th e  B e a s t’s, a n d  su bse qu e n tly 
the club’s.

B y  h im se lf, B e a st D a n n a h y  gave little  
tro u b le , h o w e v e r. I t  w as h is p u z zlin g  re fu sal 
to  m e e t a ta c k ie r w ith  a  headlong s m a s h ,-  
a n d  h is s h a rp , c u ttin g  to n g u e  th a t d id  fo r  
h im , i n  th e  fin a l an alysis, w it h  the v a rio u s
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clubs. T h a t  a n d  his loudness h a d  m ade h im  
a sh u n n e d  m a n .

H is  tu r tle -n e c k  sw eaters h a d  becom e as 
fa m ilia r a sign atu re  as A 1  S m ith ’s b ro w n  
d e r b y  o r th e  “ L it t l e  F lo w e r ’s”  tra d itio n a l 
te n -g a llo n  hats. O n  o r o ff the fie ld , B e a st 
D a n n a h y  w o re  the la rg e , collegiate ty p e  of 
sw e ate r. I n  hotels, in  n ig h t clubs, in  the 
d re s s in g -ro o m , e ve ry w h e re .

B e fo re  practise, S to r m y  to o k  the k e e n 
e y e d  b lo n d  m a n  aside an d read h im  the act.

“ K e e p  y o u r  nose clean an d I ’ ll  see th a t 
y o u  get th e  b re a ks. G o o f o ff, a n d  I ’ll  still 
see y o u  get th e  b re a ks; b u t . . . a ro u n d  the 
n e c k lin e . U n d e rs ta n d ? ”

“ O h , y o u  d w e a t big w o u g h  m a n s !”  B e ast 
lispe d . “ I ’m  sc a irt!”

S to r m y  gra b b e d  a h a n d fu l o f tra d e 
m a r k  sw eater an d ja m m e d  D a n n a h y  h a rd  
against th e  lockers.

“ L is te n , y o u — I ’m  serious. I  h a ve  a job 
to  do, a n d  I ’m  going to  t r y  an d do it. Y o u  
tr u c k  w ith  m e a n d  I ’l l  splash y o u  a ll o ve r 
this lo c k e r-ro o m ! S a v v y ? ”

B e ast w e n t still an d q u ie t, b u t  th e re  w as 
a g rin  on his face th a t w a s n ’t  the expression 
y o u ’d  expe ct of a m a n  w h o  is frig h te n e d .

“ O k a y , C h u m . L o o k , w h o  do I  b u n k  w ith ?  
I  m e a n , h e  m ig h t as w e ll get used to  m e n o w . 
I  gotta h a ve  a place to  liv e , n o ? ”

“ T h a t ’s ta k e n  care o f ,”  S to r m y  said fla tly . 
“ Y o u ’ re so p o p u la r th a t e v e ry b o d y  has a l
re a d y  se rve d notice. Y o u  ro o m  b y  y o u rs e lf. 
A n d  cu t o u t the c lo w n  a c t.”  H e  lo o ke d a t the 
m a n , saw  th e  u n flu rrie d  calm  o f those keen 
b lu e  eyes. “ A n d  a n o th e r th in g .”

“ S h o o t, boss.”
“ W h e n  y o u  c a r ry , b lo ck o r tackle, do it! 

N o n e  of th is , ‘I 'm  a little  tire d  n o w , I ’l l  lie 
d o w n  here a b i t .’ N o  slackin g o ff. I ’m  m o t 
ta k in g  it. I  asked fo r  y o u . I  g o t y o u . B u t  I  
can  g e t r id  o f y o u  ju s t as easy. I ’m  w a r n 
in g  y o u , D a n n a h y , this is y o u r  last chance in 
P r o  fo o tb a ll, as y o u  p ro b a b ly  k n o w .”

T h e  q u a rte rb a c k  g rin n e d  b u t his eyes w e re  
a n g r y .

“ I  guess w e  b o th  k n o w  th a t fe e lin g , eh, 
pal? L e t  go o f the sw eater, h u h ? ”

“ J u s t  re m e m b e r w h a t I  to ld  y o u ,”  S to rm y  
said. “ I  d o n ’t  give  u p w ith o u t a fig h t. A n d  
th a t’s a fig h t y o u  w o u ld n ’t  w a n t to  be in. 
B e h a v e  y o u r s e lf!”

H is  m in d  w as alm ost m a de  u p , h o w e v e r, 
th a t B e a st w as y e llo w , w h e n  th e y tro tte d  o u t 
f o r  th e  first practise w ith  th e  n e w  q u a rte r 
b a ck.

T h e  m a n  w as so q u ie t, a n d  so d o w n -t o -

business, th a t the others lo o ke d a t h im  in  
w o n d e r.

T h e y  loaded o n to  th e  tra in  fo r  W a s h in g to n  
tw o  days la te r w ith  a ca lm  th a t w o u ld  h a ve  
fo o led  a n y b o d y  w h o  d id n ’t  k n o w  th e  tr o u b le 
laden B u m s . J o h n  D e n b y  w a tc h e d  i t  a ll w ith  
k n o w in g  eyes a n d  clim b ed a b o a rd  th e  P u l l 
m a n  a fte r th e m .

“ I t  w o n ’t  la s t."  H e  k n e w  of th e  good p ra c 
tise sessions th e  B u m s  had sh o w n . “ T h is  is 
ju s t the calm  b e fo re  th e  s to rm .”

H e  sm iled s lig h tly  w h e n  he sat b a c k  to 
w a tc h  . . . .  his eyes on S to rm y  W e a th e rs. 
B r o a d w a y  J o h n  w as fe e lin g  con ten t w ith  
th in g s . I t  w a s n ’t  e v e ry  m a n  w h o  co u ld t u r n  a 
collection o f b a d ly  team ed pla ye rs in to  a 
g o ld  m in e , w in , lose o r d ra w . N o r  co u ld e v e ry  
m a n  w a tc h  a lo n g -tim e  a d ve rs a ry g e t his 
ears p in n e d b a ck a n d  h a v e  to  ta k e  it , as 
S to r m y  W e a th e rs d id .

W H E N  th e  W a sh in g to n  S e n ato rs to o k  
the offensive in  the gam e w it h  the 

S tu m b le -B u m s — as the w rite rs  h a d  be gu n  
callin g th e m — th e y  ra n  a fe w  p la y s , co u ld n ’t  
seem to  get u n tra c k e d , p u n te d  a n d  settled 
d o w n  to  w a it. T h e r e  w as lots o f tim e .

I n  th e  b a ckfie ld , th a t jo k e r  B e a st D a n n a h y  
w as d ire ctin g  th e  defense w ith  signals, w ith  
n u m b e rs w h ic h  he sang o u t lik e  a n  o ld tim e  
q u a rte rb a c k  d ire c tin g  the a tta c k , be fo re  the 
d a y  o f the h u d d le .

T h e  tu rtle -n e c k  sw eater m a rk in g  h im  like  
a bandage on a th u m b , the slender yo u n g s te r 
w o u ld  eye the fo rm a tio n  as th e  S e n ato rs 
shifte d a fte r the h u d d le  th e n  w o u ld  sing o u t 
his tw o  o r th re e  n u m b e rs.

A lm o s t re lu c ta n tly  th e  S tu m b le -B u m s  
w o u ld  m o ve , a fe w  of th e m . W h e n  th e  fe w  
plays th e y w e re  able to  r u n  u n fo ld e d , th e  
S e n ato rs fo u n d  m e n  in  a positio n  to fo u l th e m  
u p .

“ L u c k ,”  B u d d  M a s o n , W a sh in g to n  Q u a r t e r , 
said to  his m e n , w h e n  th e y  d id n ’t  m a ke  h e a d 
w a y . “ J u s t  lu c k .”

O n c e , team s h a d  said th e  same w h e n  J i m  
T h o r p e , C a rlis le ’s im m o rta l sta r, directed 
the defense against a tta c kin g  riv a ls . O n c e , 
m ig h ty  P rin c e to n  h a d  th o u g h t th e  same w h e n  
H a r r y  S tu h ld re h e r, o f R o c k n e ’s u n fo rg e tta b le  
F o u r  H o rs e m e n , m o th e re d  th e  h u d d le  b y  
singing o u t an accurate in te rp re ta tio n  o f th e  
T ig e r  q u a rte rb a c k ’s signals as fast as th a t 
w o r th y  called o u t his fo rm u la  n u m b e rs fo r  
his p lays.

“ T w e n t y - s i x  . . . .  fo r t y - t w o  . . . .  s e v e n ty - 
o n e ,”  th a t h a rrie d  T ig e r  q u a rte r w o u ld  b a r k .
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“ O ff-t a c k le  s la n t,”  S tu h ld r e h e r  w o u ld  y e lp  

to  his m e n . “ C o m in g  to  th e  le ft!”
“ S ig n a ls !”  th e  P r in c e to n  q u a rte r w o u ld  

b a r k , a n d  im p ro vis e  a n e w  p la y . “ T w e n t y -  
tw o  . . . .  th ir ty -s e v e n  . . . .  s e v e n ty -fiv e !”

“ End run com ing  u p !”  S tu lh d r e h e r  w o u ld  
sh o u t. “ L e f t  e n d !”

T h e n  h a d  com e th e  h u d d le , w it h  its m a ske d 
signals. B u t  n o w  B e a st D a n n a h y , w ith  a m y s 
te rio u s so m e thin g in his m in d — a m o v e m e n t 
b y  a b a c k , a ce rtain  w a y  of th e  m e n  lin in g  
u p , a n a tu r a l conclusion based o n  sequences 
o f p la y s  plus som e t ip -o ff  th a t he alone ca u ght 
— c o u ld  do th e  same th in g  w ith  a m a zin g  
re g u la rity .

U n t i l  n o w , he h a d  n e v e r done it  a lo u d , b y  
signals. A n d  e ve n  n o w , W a s h in g to n  w a s n ’t 
im pressed. “ L u c k ,”  th e y  saw  it.

W h e n  the S t u m b le -B u m s  w e n t on a tta c k , 
th e y  m o ve d  w ith  a crispness u n d e r D a n n a -  
h y ’s d ire c tio n , a sharpness th a t th e y  h a d n ’t  
e x h ib ite d  in  a n y  gam e so fa r  in  the n e w  
season. T w o  firs t d o w n s the S tu m b le -B u m s  
g a rn e re d , o n  sm o o th  b a ll-h a n d lin g , sharp 
o pe n ing o f holes, crisp slashing th ro u g h  n a r 
r o w  slots.

T h e n , w it h  B id  S w a n s o n  ta k in g  the b a ll on 
a fa k e  re ve rse  a n d  sla m m in g  fo r  a h o le  at 
r ig h t g u a rd , th e  S e n a to r le ft ta c kle  b ro k e  
th ro u g h  a n d  sm eared h im  a ll o v e r th e  place. 
T i n y  G o r d o n  cursed sa va g e ly a n d stalked 
a fe w  steps to  sta n d  g lo w e rin g  a t T i l l y  L a w -  
son, his eyes u g ly  a n d h is nose a n  in c h  fr o m  
th e  N a v y ’s sta r’ s o w n  flatte n e d proboscis.

“ A t  it  a g a in , h u h ?  L e tt in g  th e m  tric k le  in  
o n  m e ! W h y n c h a  le a rn  to  p la y  y o u r  p o sitio n , 
y o u  lu g ? ”

S t o r m y  cam e in , stepped b e tw e e n  th e  tw o .
“ C u t  it  o u t ,”  he  snapped. “ I ’m  tire d  o f y o u  

tw o  fig h tin g  o u t y o u r  old S e rv ic e  gam es e v 
e r y  p la y . G r o w  u p  a n d  p la y  fo o tb a ll! Y o u ’re 
professionals, n o t a p a ir  o f s q u a w k in g  school 
b o y s . C u t  it  o u t !”

T i n y  tw is te d  his leo n in e  h e a d  an d g la re d . 
“ W h o  asked y o u  in to  this, w ise  g u y ? ”

S t o r m y ’s eyes fire d  w ith  p o in ts o f lig h t.
“ M a y b e  y o u ’d  lik e  a n o th e r fin e , T in y ?  Y o u  

can g e t it , y o u  k n o w . J u s t  k e e p  p o p p in g  th a t 
lip  o f y o u rs  a t m e , a n d  I ’ll  re a lly  h it  y o u r  
p o c k e tb o o k  u n til  i t  h u r ts .”

“ Y e a h , a n d  th a t’s a ll y o u  w ill  h it  w it h ,”  
th e  b ig  g u a rd  said. “ A l l  y o u  w ill  h it  w ith  
i f  y o u  k n o w  w h a t ’s good fo r  y o u ! ”

“ O h , th a t w a y , h u h ? ”  S to r m y  said. “ O k a y  
fe lla , I ’l l  see y o u  la te r .”  H e  tu rn e d  to  L a w -  
son. “ Y o u , to o , T i l l y .  I  d o n ’t  w a n t a n y  m o re  
o f th is . H e a r ? ”

T I L L Y  che w e d h is g u m  sa va g e ly a n d  spat.
“ T h i n k  y o u ’ll  h a v e  a n y  le ft w h e n  T i n y  

gets th ro u g h  w it h  y o u , S t o r m y ? ”  H e  
w in k e d . " I  do hope y o u ’ ll save some fo r  m e . 
O h , b o y !”  H e  ru b b e d  his han ds in  glee. “ I f  
o n ly  y o u  w o u ld !”

S t o r m y  sighed.
“ P l a y  fo o tb a ll, T i l l y — fo r  n o w . Y o u ’ll  fin d  

m e a n y  tim e  la te r if  y o u  still w a n t m e . F o r  
n o w , le t’s stick to  this gam e. O k a y ? ”

“ O k a y ! ”  L a w s o n  g rin n e d  w ic k e d ly . “ O k a y !  
H e y , T in y ?  H o w  m u c h  y o u  w a n t fo r  first 
crack a t W e a th e rs?  L is t e n , y o u ’re  lia b le  n o t 
to  lea ve  a n y  fo r  m e to w o r k  o n !”

T i n y  G o r d o n  g rin n e d  a n d  sh o o k his he a d. 
“ I  g o t h im .”
O n  th e  n e x t p la y , w ith  S to r m y  r u n n in g  in 

te rfe re n c e , S w a n s o n  s tru c k  o ff ta c k le , r u n 
n in g  w e ll, c u t s w iftly  ba ck in a n d  fo llo w e d  
a fte r S to r m y  w h e n  th e  b lo c k in g  b a c k  fla tte n 
ed tw o  S e n ato rs. T h e  c ro w d  cam e u p  w ith  
a y e ll  w h e n  th e  speedy, s h ifty  r u n n e r  s tru c k  
in to  th e  open , his in te rfe re r d o w n  a n d  o u t 
o f the p la y .

B u t  S to r m y  h a d  done his w o r k , h a d  ta k e n  
tw o  m e n  o u t. B id  p ic k e d  u p  T ig e r  W e ls h  
a n d G i n k  B o r u n d  a n d  C a r l  M a in s  a little  
fu r th e r  on a n d  th e  B u m s  scored.

T w ic e  m o re  th e y  scored in  th a t firs t h a lf—  
a n d  th e n  the S e n a to rs , s m a rtin g  u n d e r  th e  
w ro n g  e nd o f a b ig  score, lashed b a c k s a v 
a g e ly. B u t  slended, c o o l-e y e d  B e a s t D a n n a 
h y  w a tc h e d  th e  p la y s  co m in g u p , diagnosed 
th e m  as a c c u ra te ly as an X - r a y ,  sang o u t his 
signals to  b o ttle  u p  W a s h in g to n ’s a tta c k.

I n  th e  in te rm issio n , th e  B u m s  p re te n d e d  
th e y  w e r e n ’t  w a tc h in g ; b u t e ve ry o n e  k n e w  
ju s t w h e n  it w as th a t S t o r m y  fo llo w e d  the 
b ig  e x - A r m y  g u a rd  in to  th e  sm a ll p riv a te  
ro o m  o ff th e  lockers a n d s h u t th e  d o o r a fte r 
h im .

T w o  m in u te s la te r, S to r m y  w a lk e d  s lo w ly  
b a c k , blo o d tric k lin g  fro m  his p u ffe d  lips. 
H e  m o tio n e d  to T o n y  M a n n is c h .

“ T i n y  w a n ts  y o u ,”  h e  said b r ie fly . H e  
lo o k e d  at L a w s o n . “ W e ll? ”

T h e  fo r m e r  N a v y  tac kle  cam e to his fe e t, 
his eyes tig h t. H e  pu she d past s to rm y , sh o ve d  
T o n y  a w a y , a n d  w e n t h u r r ie d ly  in to  the 
sm a ll ro o m . S t o r m y  cam e to  th e  d o o r a n d  
w a tc h e d  the scene— w a tc h e d  th e  s w o rn  N a v y  
e n e m y  o f the be ate n  A r m y  g u a rd  d ro p  o n to  
th e  flo o r o n  one k n e e , h e a rd  h im  a sk s o ftly , 
“ H o w ’s it , fella? H o l y  co w , lo o k y  th e  e y e !”  
T h e  fie ry  ta c kle  tu rn e d  th e n , w a s s ta rtin g  
fo r  S to r m y  w h e n  T i n y  reached o u t a  h a n d  
a n d  stopped h im .
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“ L e t  h im  a lo n e ,”  h e  said. “ N o t  th a t y o u ’d  

h a v e  m u c h  chance, T i l l y .  N o t  w ith  th e  g u y  
p ra c tic a lly  a p u g . A n y w a y — w e ll, w e ’re  
w r o n g , T i l l y .  Y o u  k n o w  it . H e c k , w e  k n o w  
w h a t it is to ta k e  o rde rs, d o n ’t  we?

“ E v e n  if w e  d o n ’t  lik e  th e  m a n  g iv in g  them ? 
L a y  o ff h im , T i l l y .  A n y w a y , I  h u n g  one o n  
his lip  w ill  h a ve  h im  eating m u s h  fo r  a fe w  
d a y s !”  T h e  re c u p e ra tin g  g u a rd  sat a  b it 
stra ig h te n

“ B e a t it , y o u !”  T i l l y  sn a rle d. “ A n d  send 
some w a te r in  b y  T o n y . G o  o n , S to r m y . B e a t 
i t .”

S to r m y  beat it.
A n d  the S tu m b le -B u m s  beat W a sh in g to n , 

28— 7 , in  a gam e th a t w as fe a tu re d  b y  B e a st’s 
cle ve r r u n n in g  o f the defense, b y  th e  s y n 
c h ro n ize d  attack of the B u m s  and b y  a n e w  
c lo s e -k n it p la y  in  the r ig h t side of th e  B u m ’s 
lin e .

B u t  B e a st, in  tw o  plays late in  th e  gam e, 
plays th a t m ig h t h a ve  scored w ith  a b it  m o re  
m o x ie , w a sn ’t  trying too h a rd .

H e  seemed a fra id  o f th e  r ig h t side o f th e  
S e n a to r lin e .

T h e  sto rm  th a t B r o a d w a y  J o h n  h a d  fo re 
seen b ro k e  w h e n  alm ost th e  e n tire  team  came 
to  th e  o w n e r la te r w ith  an u ltim a tu m :

“ Us or Storm y Weathers. W e ’ ll give you  
a  w e e k  to decide!”

T h e  tw o  ends, a n d K i l l e r  M a y  an d B e a st 
D a n n a h y  staye d clear.

C H A P T E R  V

The Showdown

W I T H  th e  B u m s  b a c k  in  B r o o k ly n  fo r  
m o re  practise b e fo re  th e  tr ip  to  N e w  

Y o r k  to p la y  th e  T ita n s , S to r m y  called on 
B r o a d w a y  J o h n  in  his offices one m o rn in g . I t  
w as th e  fo u r th  d a y  a fte r th e  W a sh in g to n  
w in .

T h e  o w n e r stared a t S to r m y  k e e n ly , th e n  
sat b a c k a n d  w a ite d . S to rm y  lo o k e d  tro u b le d .

“ U h , I  cam e to  see y o u  a b o u t B e a s t,”  he 
said.

“ W e ll, spill it . W h a t gives?”  T h e  m a n  
g rin n e d . “ D i d  he  m a il y o u  a s k u n k  o r som e
th in g ? ”

S to r m y  sh o o k h is head s lo w ly .
“ N o th in g  lik e  th a t. I —w e ll, I  g o t to  t h in k 

in g  a b o u t the k id , fig u re d  he  w as m a yb e  lo n e 
l y , a n d  d ro p p e d  a ro u n d  to  see h im . I  fig u re d  
m a y b e  he ’d  b e  b e tte r w it h  som e bo dy to  p a l

a ro u n d  w it h . B u t —w e ll, I  guess it  is b e tte r 
this w a y .”

B r o a d w a y  J o h n  fro w n e d  a n d  sat u p .
“ W h a t’s w ro n g ? ”
S to r m y  seemed to  come to  a sudden deci

sion, fo rce d a sm ile an d shru gged.
“ N o th in g . I  guess he’s b e tte r o ff b y  h im se lf. 

H e ’s a fu n n y  k id , isn’t  he! S m a rt as H a d e s 
o n  the defense. H e  a lw a ys could see a p la y  
co m in g u p  b u t  callin g signals lik e  th a t ra t
tles the o pposition. I t ’s good p syc h o lo g y.”

“ T h a t  isn’t  w h a t y o u  came to  s a y ,”  B r o a d 
w a y  J o h n  said m ild ly .

“ N o , it  isn’t ,”  S to rm y  a d m itte d . “ B u t  skip  
it. I  th in k  w e  h a v e  a good chance o f going 
places if  th e  te a m  continues to  click. T h e y ’re  
poison to  h a n dle  b u t y o u  can see th e y  are 
shaping u p .”

“ A ls o , th e y d o n ’t  w a n t a n y  p a rt o f y o u ,”  
B r o a d w a y  J o h n  D e n b y  said w ith  a h a rd  g rin . 
“ T h e y ’v e  g ive n  m e a w e e k  to  lose y o u — o r 
th e m .”

S t o r m y ’s face w e n t pale.
“ S o  w h a t’s y o u r  decision?”
“ W e ll, W e a th e rs—m u c h  as I ’d  lik e  to  keep 

y o u  fo r  m o re  th a n  one reason, as y o u ’ve  
s m a rtly  surm ised— I  d o n ’t  see h o w  I  can. I f  
y o u  sta y , th e y  w o n ’t . A n d  y o u  aren’ t  tw e n 
t y  m e n .”

“ T h a t  m a n y ? ”  S to r m y  fro w n e d . “ G e e , I ’m  
p o p u la r.”  H e  sm iled r u e fu lly . “ So w h a t do 
w e  do n o w ? ”

B r o a d w a y  J o h n  shrugged.
“ T h a t ’s u p  to y o u , S to r m y . W h e n  y o u  came 

to th e  B u m s , I  w as glad to h a v e  y o u  in  a 
position to  b e a t y o u r  ears in  a n d  th e n  send 
y o u  o n  y o u r  w a y . I  still d o n ’ t  c ry  w h e n  I  
see y o u  get sm eared.

“ B u t , lik e  y o u , I ’m  a n  o ld  fig h te r. I  lik e  
to see courage, e ve n  w h e n  I ’m  n o t lik in g  the 
o th e r g u y . Y o u  h a v e  courage. B u t  y o u  need 
m o re  th a n  th a t, S to r m y . Y o u  need a team  
th a t is w ith  y o u , th a t like s y o u , th a t w ill  
w o r k  fo r  y o u .

“ I  m ean steady. T h e y  w o n  a  gam e, sure. 
B u t  th a t isn’ t  a season. T h i n k  y o u  can s w in g  
the b o ys y o u r  w a y  in  a w e e k ? ”

S t o r m y ’s ja w  ju tte d  a n d  his eyes b la ze d .
“ I ’m  n o t e ve n  going to t r y ,”  he  said h a rs h 

ly-
B r o a d w a y  J o h n  shrugged.
“ T h e r e  y o u  a re . W e ll? ”  H e  to y e d  w it h  his 

cigar a m o m e n t, “ A n y t h in g  else, S to rm y ?  I  
m e a n , a n y th in g  w e  can discuss?”

“ N o t h in g ,”  S to r m y  said. “ I  w as g o in g  to 
a sk y o u  to  re m it those fines. Y o u  k n o w ?  
L a w s o n , a n d  G o r d o n , a n d  G o ttlie b  a n d  the
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others. B ut you can forget that, too. Le t 
them stand.”

B r o a d w a y  J o h n  sat a t his desk fo r  a long 
tim e  a fte r S to r m y  W e a th e r h a d  le ft, w o n d e r 
in g  w h y  he  c o u ld n ’t  re jo ice . S to r m y  h a d  tie d  
th e  noose a ro u n d  his o w n  n e c k . S t o r m y  w as 
g o in g  d o w n . S t o r m y  w as th ro u g h . I t  was 
in c on ce iva b le  th a t th e  gang w o u ld  change 
in  th e ir fe e lin g , a lte r th e ir  u ltim a tu m  e ven  
o n e  w h it .

J o h n  D e n b y  cursed v ic io u s ly  a n d  th r e w  
his cigar a w a y . W h e n  h is se cre tary cam e in 
to  te ll h im  so m e th in g , a  s h o rt tim e  la te r, he 
said. “ S h a d d u p . S h a d d u p  a n d  go a w a y !”

W h e n  gam e tim e  cam e a ro u n d  a t th e  P o lo  
G r o u n d s , th e  B u m s  w e re  in  a state o f n e ar 
collapse fr o m  h ila r ity .

FO R  once, som eone h a d  p la y e d  a tr ic k  on 
the o ld  tric k s te r, B e a s t D a n n a h y . E v e r y  

single tu r tle -n e c k  sw eater th e  q u a rte rb a c k  
o w n e d  had been p u rlo in e d . T h e  one in  his 
lo c k e r—those a t his h o te l. T h e  slender q u a r 
te rb a c k  w as savage a b o u t it.

“ S o m e  w ise  g u y  to ld  th e  h o te l I  w a n te d  all 
m y  s w e a te rs,”  he to ld  i t . “ A n d  le ft som e silk 
s p o rts -s h irts  in  th e ir place. F u n  is fu n , b u t 
I  w a n t those sw eaters b a c k ! C o m e  on n o w , 
w h o  has th e m ? ”

“ O k a y , B e a s t, get re a d y  fo r  th e  g a m e .”  
T i g e r  W e ls h  said.

“ C o m e  o n , stop th e  s ta llin g .”
D a n n a h y  spoke tru c u le n tly .
“ I  d o n ’t  p la y  unless I  g e t m y  s w e a it .^  

W h e n  n o b o d y  spoke u p , h e  o ffe re d , “ W e ll, 
ju s t one s w e a te r.”

W e ls h , his face h a rd e n in g  re p lie d .
“ G e t  u n dressed, D a n n a h y .”
S t o r m y , w h o  h a d  been liste n in g , cam e o v e r. 

H e  w a s stra n g e ly  gen tle w it h  the q u a rte r 
back.

“ See if  y o u  can dig u p  a n o th e r th a t w ill  
d o ,”  h e  said. “ B u t  step o n  i t .”

F i v e  m in u te s  la te r K i l l e r  M a y  ro a re d  a t 
h im . “ H e y , S q u ir t! J u s t  p u t  th a t sw e ate r 
b a c k  w h e re  y o u  g o t it! G o  o n , n o w , p u t  it  
b a c k !”

“ L o o k , K i l l e r — ”  T h e  q u a rte rb a c k  licke d 
his lip s. “ L o o k — ”

“ M o r e / ”  K i l l e r  M a y  ro a re d . “ I  d o n ’t  go fo r 
g u ys go in g in to  m y  lo c k e r. I f  y o u ’d  aske d, 
m a yb e  y o u  coulda used it , b u t  I  d o n ’t  see w h y  
y o u  sh o u ld . T a k e  i t  o ff o r I ’l l  rip  it  o ff. A n d  
som e skin  w it h  i t ! ”

S to r m y  m o v e d  in  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  m e n . 
“ L e t  h im  ta k e  i t  o ff a n d  le a ve  i t  w h e re  he  

g o t i t ,”  h e  said to  K i l l e r . “ Y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e

to yank it off him.”
“ G e t  o u ta  m y  w a y !”  M a y  g ritte d . “I’ve 

steered clear o f y o u . N o w  y o u  steer c le a r 
o f m e . T h is  is m y  deal. G e t  a w a y , o r  I ’l l  g e t 
y o u  a w a y ! S te p !”

“ S t a r t  g e ttin g  m e  a w a y , fe lla ,”  S to r m y  i n 
v ite d .

K i l l e r  m o v e d  in , fists s w in g in g . B u t  h e  
stopped as i f  h e ’d been p o le -a x e d  w h e n  
S t o r m y ’s le ft flashed in  a savage u p p e rc u t.

Thock!
T h e  b ig  fu llb a c k  staggered, th e n  ro a re d  his 

rage a n d  m ade a b e rs e rk  ru s h . S to r m y  s tru c k  
a g ain  b u t th e  h u g e  b a c k  h a d  h im , ru s h e d  h im  
b a c k , s tru c k  a gain st the loc ke rs w ith  a crash. 
B o t h  m e n  fe ll  a to p  th e  be n ch.

S to r m y  gasped, th e n  scream ed his p a in ; a n d  
w h e n  K i l l e r  g o t u p , fists r e a d y  fo r  a n o th e r 
o n sla u g h t, he la y  th e re , eyes o pe n , b u t  im 
m o b ile .

“ G e t  u p , y a  y e llo w  r a t ! ”  K i l l e r  cha lle n ge d, 
e ye in g  the g a n g  w h o  c ro w d e d  a b o u t  “ G e t  
u p !”  H e  w a ite d , th e n  m o v in g  in , re ac hed a  
h u g e  h a n d  d o w n  to  y a n k  S t o r m y  to  his fe e t  
“ 1 11  get y o u  u p !”

T h e n  B e a st w as in , w as c la w in g  a t K i l l e r , 
w as scream ing.

“ H e ’s h u r t , K i l l e r , h e ’ s h u r t! T h a t  fa ll 
across the bench! W a it, K i ll e r !  L o o k .”  T h e  
q u a rte rb a c k  w as peelin g o ff th e  sw e ate r, h a d  
it  o ff, w as h o ld in g  it  o u t.

B u t  n o b o d y  w a s  lo o k in g  a t th e  sw e ate r. 
In ste ad , th e y  w e re  lo o k in g  a t B e a s t D a n n a h y , 
th e ir eyes w id e .

T h e  slen d e r q u a rte rb a c k ’s r ig h t a r m  a n d  
chest w e re  w e ll d e ve lo p e d , w e re  m u s c u la r, 
n o rm a l. B u t  h is le ft a r m  w a s a s h riv e le d  
stic k o f b o n e  a n d  s k in  fr o m  sh o u ld e r to  
w r is t. H is  le ft chest w as a ca rica tu re  o f th e  
r ig h t,

“ O h , m y  G o d ;”  som eone w h isp e re d  in  th e  
silence.

D a n n a h y  lo k e d  a t th e m  a ll w it h  savage
eyes, b itte r eyes.

“ Y e a h , lo o k ! L o o k !  A l l  m y  life  I  b e e n  
h id in g  this th in g , a n d  it ’ s been h a r d . U n t i l  
I  co u ld get people to  h a tin g  m e  a ro u n d  th e m  
so th e y  d id n ’ t  notice, w o u ld  le t m e a lo n e , 
w o u ld n ’t  th in k  it w a s fu n n y  th a t I  d id n ’t  
ro o m  w it h  a n y b o d y  . . . .  w h o  co u ld  see th is  
. . . .  a rm .

“ I  g o t it  w h e n  I  w as a k id . I  w a s scalded 
b y  b o ilin g  w a te r . S to r m y  cam e a r o u n d  to  
ca ll o n  m e , a n d  m y  d o o r w a s open a c ra c k . 
I  w a s  in  m y  u n d e rs h irt. H e  . . .  . sa w . I  
th o u g h t h e ’d  te ll , w o u ld  insist o n  le ttin g  
e v e r y b o d y  k n o w .”  H e  lo o k e d  a t th e m  a ll.



THRILLING SPORTS
“ T h a t ’s w h y  I  ‘fa v o r ’  th is  side, w it h  a g u y  

c h a rg in g  in  o n  .m e . N o t  th a t i t  w o u ld  h u r t , 
especially. B u t , w e ll, th e y  m ig h t fe e l it, 
m ig h t s ta rt ta lk  a b o u t i t .”

K E  lo o k e d  a w a y  in  th e  silence, saw  
S to r m y  w as sittin g  u p , w as h o ld in g  his 

r ig h t  side.
“ Y o u  o k a y , S to r m y ? ”
“ T h a t  g o rilla  crashed m e so h a rd  I  th in k  I  

g o t a couple o f cracked rib s ,”  he said. H e  
re ac hed a h a n d  o u t a n d T i n y  G o r d o n  h elped 
h im  u p .

“ T i n y ,  g e t the D o c  to tap e m e u p . I ’l l  
s ta r t, a n y w a y . F o r  a  m in u te , it ju s t a b o u t 
p a ra ly ze d  m e .”  H e  lo o k e d  a t B e a s t. “ G e t  
in to  a  sw eater o r so m e th in g , k id . N o  use 
le ttin g  the D o c  get too in q u is itive  a b o u t i t .”  

K i l l e r  M a y  lo o ke d a ro u n d  h im ,
“ A n y  o f y o u  u n e du ca te d m ugs so m u c h  

as open y o u r  m o u th  a b o u t this— this a r m  o f 
B e a s t’s, a n d  I ’ll  p e rso n a lly slug y o u  r ig h t 
o u t o f th e  p a r k .”  H e  lo o k e d  a t S to r m y . 
“ W h y n c h a  sa y so m e thin g?”

“ I  fig u re d  th a t m a yb e  a g u y  is e n title d  to 
som e p r iv a c y ,”  S to r m y  said. “ I  th o u g h t o f 
te llin g  B r o a d w a y  J o h n . B u t  I  d id n ’t . H e  
is n ’t  as ba d a g u y  as I  fig u re d , B r o a d w a y  
J o h n  isn’t . B u t  e ve n  so, th a t’s th e  k i d ’s b u s i
ness. C a n  w e  a ll ke e p it  th a t w a y ?  A ll  o f 
u s? ”

T i l l y  L a w s o n  a n d  D u f f y  G o ttlie b  came 
a lo n g  s h a m e -fa c e d ly , tip p e d  B e ast’s e lb o w .

“ W e  g o t y o u r  sw eaters, k id . B u t —y o u  
s u re  y o u  can p la y  . . . .  th a t w a y ? ”

W
B e a s t sm ile d c ro o k e d ly .
“ I  h a v e  been fo r  som e y e a rs . I t  isn ’t  fo r  

p a d d in g , fo r  p ro te c tio n , I  w e a r  b ig  sw eaters. 
I t  fills th e  a r m  o u t, m a ke s ’e m  b o th  lo o k  
a lik e . I  guess a n  a r m  is lik e  a  te a m , h u h ?  
E v e r y t h in g  m a y  n o t m a tc h  b u t  y o u ’d  be 
su rp rise d  a t w h a t y o u  can g e t b y  w it h  i f  
y o u  t r y .”

K i ll e r  M a y  lo o k e d  closely a t the b lu ish  
lu m p  o v e r S t o r m y ’s rib s.

“ B e tte r  h a v e  those X - r a y e d . Y o u  can’t 
p la y  th a t w a y .”

“ D o n ’t  g ive  m e  o rd e rs ,”  S to r m y  g ro w le d . 
“ Y o u  w e re  lu c k y  the re  w as a b e n ch th e re . 
N e x t  tim e , I ’l l  lo o k  o u t fo r  th e  benches. I ’m  
a ll r ig h t, K i ll e r . I  can sta rt, w it h  th e  side 
tap e d . T h e n  if  e v e ry th in g  goes rig h t—w e ll, 
m a y b e  I  can d ro p  o u t a n d  . . . .  a n d  w a tc h . 
T h i n k  so?”

K i l l e r  tw iste d  his he a d.
“ H o w  soon can w e  score e n o u g h  to  ben ch 

S t o r m y , y o u  B u m s ?  H o w  so o n !”
“ F i v e  m in u te s !”  T i n y  G o r d o n  ye lle d . H e  

c h u c kle d , “ A n y w a y , i t ’s o n ly  the T ita n s . 
N o w , i f  i t  w as a good te a m  lik e  th e  B u m s — ”

T h e y  w e n t o u t o n to  th e  fie ld , a n d  a ro a r 
fr o m  N e w  Y o r k ’s c ro w d  greeted th e m , a ro a r  
o f derision  th a t w as to  g r o w  to  a ro a r o f r e 
spect . . . .  a ro a r  th a t w o u ld  g ro w  as the 
B u m s  fo u g h t th e ir  w a y  b a c k  alon g the h a rd  
ro a d  fr o m  d e fe a t to  v ic to ry .

T h e  fan s lik e d  fig h t, a n d  gam eness, an d 
courage.

T h e  fan s lik e  th is  gang th a t w as c r a z y  
fo r  tro u b le . . . .

Next Issue: TOUCHDOWNS DON’T  COUNT, an exciting complete 
pro football novelet by JOHN W ILSON — HEAVE TH A T 

HOTCAKE, a Flatface McGinty discus-throwing novelet 
by Richard Brister—and other stories!
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The Biggest Day in Jim Thorpe’s Football Career

CA R L IS L E  Indian S ch ool, w h ich  p r o 
du ced  som e o f the great footba ll team s 
o f the early  century , w as not a college. 

A ctu a lly , its grades on ly  ran th rou gh  h igh  
school. B ut in spite o f  this, under the co a ch 
ing o f P op  W arner, the redskins defeated  
the best u niversity  team s in the land. .

In 1911 H arvard  w as top  dog  o f the g r id 
iron , and w as determ ined  to finish w ith  a 
clean  slate at the end o f the season. C oach  
P e rcy  H aughton  kn ew  C arlisle was tough  
and tricky, even  though  it star, J im  T horpe, 
had b een  badly  in jured.

H aughton  rem em bered  how , in 1907, the 
Indians had sw ept to  a 23-15 v ictory , 
sparked by  the great quarterback , M ount 
Pleasant. B ut the C rim son  coach  also kn ew  
that T horpe, in g ood  physica l condition , was 
a better m an than Mt. P leasant, M etoxon , 
B em us, P ierce , Johnson, H udson, E xendine 
or  any o f the oth er trem endou s athletes w ho 
h ad  w orn  the co lors  o f Carlisle.

J im ’s leg  w as sore, bu t he w as the m ain 
spring o f the attack. T he team  n eeded  him , 
so h e  w en t in. N othing, as a m atter o f fact, 
cou ld  have kept h im  out. H e w as m ore  
an xiou s to beat H arvard  than any other 
team  he had ever faced.

In  the first p eriod  Jim  punted  to  the C rim 
son 20 -y a rd  line, w here th e  ball was fu m bled  
and the Indians recovered . T h ey  cou ld n ’ t 
get their attack w ork ing , and it stalled 
around the five. H arvard, fa ced  w ith  im 
m inent danger, punted. It w asn ’t a very  good  
punt and W elch  returned  it to the 30 -yard  
stripe. C arlisle h am m ered  back  to the five 
again and was on ce  m ore  stopped.

T hen  T h orpe  drop p ed  b ack  to the 13, and 
ca lm ly  boo ted  the oval through  the goal 
p o s t s  t o  g i v e  t h e  I n d i a n s  a  3 -0  le a d .

S pu rred  into greater effort, H arvard  b e 
gan a roaring d rive  o f  its ow n , charging into 
C arlisle  territory  and beating and b u llin g  its 
w ay  to the Indians’ 30. T here, w ith  T horpe  
back in g  up the line w ith  insp ired  fu ry , the 
m en  from  C am bridge w ere  stopped. B ut 
th ey  h ad  a p retty  g o o d  b o o te r  them selves in  
H ollister, and h e  lan ced  over  a d rop k ick  to 
tie  the cou nt at 3 -a ll.

T h ou gh  J im  w as h andicapped  b y  his bad

leg, he not on ly  carried  the ball frequ en tly , 
but led  the in terference , and he w as a ter
rific b lo ck e r  as any p layer o f  those days 
cou ld  tell you.

H arvard  was strong defen sively , v e ry  
strong. In the second  p eriod  th ey  again 
ham strung the C arlisle offense, so J im  
drop p ed  back  to the 43 -yard  line to try  a n 
oth er field  goal. T hat’s a long  w ay  to go, and 
his leg  was bad. P erhaps the soreness w as a 
help. A t  any rate, his in ju ry  m ade h im  m ore

deliberate . T he ball split a deadline b etw een  
the posts . . . and the Indians w ere  ahead 
6-3.

T he lead d id n ’t last long. S tarting on  his 
ow n  30, R eyn olds , the sh ifty H arvard  back , 
slipped loose, cu t th rou gh  the line, d od ged  
his w ay past the secon dary  and elu ded  the 
Indian safety m an to score  a sensational 
tou ch dow n . A t h a lf tim e the H arvard  m en 
w ere  in  fron t 9-6.

R estin g  betw een  halves, J im  T h orp e  
b u rn ed  w ith  a desire  to  d o  som ething abou t 
it. T hey  had to w in  this gam e. T h ey  had to! 
B eating H arvard  in  those days w as like 
trim m ing A rm y  in 1945-46-47. V ic to ry  
w ou ld  be  C arlis le ’s p rou dest feather.

T h e  Indian offense was a com plicated  on e 
o f in tricate d ou b le  passes and cr iss -cross  
p lays that requ ired  perfect tim ing. In the 
third period , the attack click ed  fo r  a tou ch 
dow n . A n d  T h orpe  added  another s core  b y  
b ootin g  his th ird  field  goal from  the 3 7 -yard  
line, w h ich  m ade it 15-6. T h e Indians w ere  
v e ry  happy p eop le  indeed.

B u t that w as n ot the finish. W hen  the 
Indians reach ed  scorin g  position  again and



72 THRILLING SPORTS
w e re  stopped, B ig  Jim  dropped  back  fo r  an
oth er field  goal try . T his tim e his linesm en 
fa iled  to hold . T he H arvard  forw ards ripped  
through. Storer, the bu rly  center, b lo ck ed  
the kick , p ick ed  up the ball and raced  fo r  a 
touchdow n.

T h orpe  still w as not through. O nce again 
his m ates surged  into C rim son  territory . 
O n ce  again their com plicated, baffling at
tack  was solved  and they w ere  stopped in 
their tracks. J im  dropped  back  to the 47- 
yard  stripe, cool, com m anding.

N o one rea lly  expected  him  to m ake that

A Trio of Bills in
W  A M  inclined  to th ink that the m ost su r- 
- *  prising fighters in ring h istory w ere  three 
guys nam ed B ill . . . Hanrahan, Squiers and 
W ells. T he latter tw o w ere  respectively  
h eavyw eigh t cham pions o f Australia  and 
G reat Britain. Hanrahan n ever w on  a title, 
b u t it look ed  fo r  a tim e as though he w ould.

T hese fe llow s w ere  amazing, because a l
m ost all the battles in w h ich  they engaged 
ended  in  knockouts. E ither they flattened 
their opponents or  w ere, in  turn, flattened 
them selves. V e ry  fe w  o f their fights went 
the limit.

B etw een  them , the three B ills engaged in 
99 bouts. T h ey  scored  60 knockouts, and in 
turn listened to  the tw irp  o f the bird ies on  no

less than 26 occasions. I f it isn ’t a record , it 
w ill do until another on e  com es along.

“ W ild  B ill”  Hanrahan entered  the ring on ly  
20 tim es. H e k n ock ed  out 11 foes and bit 
the dust six  tim es. B y that tim e he decided  
there w asn ’t m uch  fu tu re in having his brains 
bashed out.

“ B oshter B ill”  Squ iers becam e the sensa
tion  o f the continent D ow n  U n der w hen  he 
sm ashed his w ay  through  all opposition  w ith  
flailing fists. In 37 fights, the A ustralian  
dropped  21 rivals fo r  the lethal count, and 
was dum ped on  the seat o f  his pants 10 
times.

T h e qu eer part o f  it all w as that a fter 
B oshter B ill w as nailed  on  the bu tton  in 
the v ery  first rou n d  b y  h eavyw eigh t ch a m -

one. E ven ing w as com ing  in w ith  its long, 
pu rp le  shadow s. T h e gam e was draw ing to 
a close. T horpe  stood  there fo r  an instant, 
as the lines strained tow ard  each other. T he 
ba ll sm acked against his palm s. H e dropped  
the oval. His b ig  foo t sw un g against it, and 
on ce  m ore  it passed betw een  the goal posts 
. . . and the score  was 18-15.

Then, battered and -with an ach ing leg, the 
b ig  S a c -a n d -F o x  signaled to the bench . H e 
had w on  that gam e single handed and he 
was through fo r  the day . . . the biggest day 
o f his football career.

the Fight Came
pion  T om m y B urns, he n ever seem ed to r e 
gain either con fiden ce o r  ability. T h ose  10 
knockouts he su ffered  occu rred  in the last 11 
battles o f  his career, w h ich  proved , if n oth 
ing else, that Squiers w as a very  stubborn  
character and hard to con vin ce.

T h e m ost interesting o f these fe llow s, was 
“ B om bard ier B illy ”  W ells. H e w as p robab ly  
the handsom est m an w h o ever stepped inside 
the ropes; a lithe, slim h ipped giant o f six 
feet tw o; fast, a g ood  b o x e r  and a sharp h it
ter. N o one was ever en dow ed  w ith  finer 
physica l qualities. H ad W ells possessed the 
stam ina and heart of a D em psey, h e  m ight 
have b ecom e the greatest fighter o f all time.

T h e N ational Sporting C lub  m atched. 
“ B om bard ier B illy ”  W ells w ith  G eorges C a r- 
pentier, “ the G orgeou s O rch id ”  o f  France. 
N o b ou t staged in that cradle o f b ox in g  ever 
excited  the interest this one did.

W ells was the idol o f Britain. H e was co n 
sidered unbeatable. N o one underrated C a r- 
pentier, w h o was a w icked , tw o-fisted  p u nch 
er. B ut G eorges was h ardly  m ore than a 
m iddlew eight and, as the experts poin ted  
out, a good  b ig  m an can alw ays lick  a g ood  
little one.

R ingside seats cost as m u ch  as 25 pounds 
(m ore  than 120 dollars at the then rate of 
exch an ge) and the battle was sch edu led  for  
20 rounds. T he N ational Sportin g  C lub was 
pack ed  w ith the greatest nam es in Britain 
that night. M illionaires had com e across the 
C hannel to ch eer fo r  the F ren ch  w ar hero, 
even  though he w as con sidered  to have little 
chance.

S om e o f the ringsiders lin gered  at the bar 
fo r  a last S co tch -a n d -sod a . T h ey  w ou ld  be 
b ored  b y  the prelim inaries o f in troductions 
and such things. It w ou ld  be  pleasanter to 
com e in just as the battle started.

T hat’s w h ere  th ey  m ade their m istake. A s  
the bell sounded, the tigerish  little F ren ch 
m an leaped  across the ring, w h ipping his 
le ft into the m iddle  o f  the giant Englishm an. 
W ells grunted  w ith  pain and d ou b led  up. H e 
cou ld n ’t take it there. It w as h is vu ln erab le
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spot a n d  h e  k n e w  it  b e tte r th a n  a n yo n e  else.

I t  w as a ll o v e r v e r y  q u ic k ly . G e o rg e s  
k n e w  h e  h a d  w o n  a n d  sm ashed his w a y  to th e  
fin ish  w ith in  a fe w  m o m e n ts. B u t  the 
B o m b a r d ie r  w a n te d  a n o th e r chance. S in ce  
his p o p u la r ity  w as so g re a t a n d  th e  fin ish  o f 
th e  firs t m a tc h  so fa n tastic , th e y  w e re  
m a tch e d  again.

A m e r ic a n  critics h a d  said B il l y  possessed 
a ja w  o f glass a n d  th e  w a is t o f a w o m a n . 
T h e  B r itis h  passed this b y  as m e re  phra se 
m a k in g . W e lls  w as frig h te n e d , m u d d le d . H e  
liv e d  in  a w h ir l  o f con flictin g th o u g h ts.

H e  asked fo r  w a te r . H e  to o k  a n  in o rd i
n a te ly  lo n g  tim e  to  get o n  his glo ve s, as 
th o u g h  he w as a fra id  to  s ta rt. W h e n  th e  
b e ll sou n ded. . . .

T h e  F re n c h m a n  leaped o u t as h e  h a d  b e 
fo r e , staggering th e  B o m b a r d ie r  w ith  a p u n c h  
o n  th e  ja w ; th e n  h a m m e rin g  at the b o d y . 
W e lls  w in c e d , b u t  lan d e d  one sharp b lo w  to 
th e  e ye . T h e n  C a rp e n tie r rip p e d  th e  b rid g e

o f th e  E n g lis h m a n ’s nose, a n d  p a in te d  re d  
patches o n  his rib s .

O n  w e n t C a r p e n tie r , fig h tin g  lik e  a d e m o n , 
a n d  W e lls  d ro p p e d  to  one k n e e . Im m e d i
a te ly  he ro lle d  o v e r  on his b a c k  w h ile  his 
ch ie f second, J i m  D r is c o ll, shou ted "C ow 
ard!”  a t h im .

P e rh a p s  th e  o th e r k n o c k o u ts  in  his s p o tty  
career can be u n d e rsto o d  a fte r those tw o  
ha ppe n ing s. S im ila r  d isin te g ra tio n  h a d  com e 
to S q u ie rs  a n d  H a n r a h a n . T h e i r  y o u th fu l 
confidence shre dde d a w a y . T h e y  becam e 
u n s u re  o f them selves a n d  th a t w as fa ta l.

B u t  I  h a v e  fo rg o tte n  one m a n  w h o  sh o u ld  
h a ve  been m e n tio n e d  in  this u n h a p p y  list. 
H e  w as a n o th e r A u s tr a lia n  h e a v y w e ig h t, 
P e te r  F e l i x . P e te r  engaged in  51 fights. H e  
w as k n o c k e d  o u t 12  tim e s, lost se ve n  deci
sions, a n d  w as disqu alifie d fiv e  tim es fo r  
fo u lin g  . . .  24 defeats in  51 ba ttle s, w h ic h  is 
n o t so m e thin g one w o u ld  w r ite  h o m e  a b o u t.

I t  sh o u ld n ’t  h a p p e n  to a dog!

Hockey Hi-Jinks in the Good Old Days
W J R ^ K E N  I  w as c o ve rin g  h o c k e y in  N e w  

Y o r k  m o re  th a n  a decade ago, th e  
R a n g e rs  w e re  m y  fa v o rite  te a m . T h e y  w e re  
to u g h  a n d  h a r d , those fe llo w s  . . . gre at 
skaters a n d  stic k m e n  a n d  gam e to th e  core. 
B il l  a n d  B u n  C o o k , C h in g  Jo h n s o n , F r a n k  
B o u c h e r—I  re m e m b e r th e m  a ll as athletes 
w h o  w o re  th e  re d  badge o f courage.

T h e r e  is n o  gam e h a rd e r on the h u m a n  
b o d y  th a n  ice h o c k e y — no professional a th 
letes in  th e  w o r ld  are r o u g h e r o n  those w h o  
oppose th e m  th a n  h o c k e y  p la ye rs.

I t  is n o t o n ly  th e  n a tu ra l h a za rd s  o f the 
s p o rt, b u t th e  fla rin g  te m pe rs a n d  p r im itiv e  
reactions o f those w h o  p la y . I  re m e m b e r a 
gam e in  the G a r d e n , b itte r  a n d  h a rd  fo u g h t. 
O n e  o f th e  r iv a l te a m  . . .  I  fo rg e t a t the 
m o m e n t w h o  w as p la y in g  th e  R a n g e rs  th a t 
n ig h t . . . raced to w a r d  th e  goal, the p u c k  
c ra d le d  in  th e  c u rv e  of his stick.

B il l  C o o k  b o d y -c h e c k e d  v io le n tly , sending 
h im  s p in n in g  across th e  ice. U p  cam e th e  
m a n , fire in  his e ye . H e  slashed B il l  across 
th e  face a n d  h e a d , rip p in g  open cuts th a t 
cascaded b lo o d . C o o k , b la zin g  m a d , r e ta li
ate d in  k in d , b u t  playe rs a n d  officials sepa
ra te d  th e m  b e f o r e  t h e  s c o r e  w a s  a n y w h e r e  
n e a r e ve n e d .

B o t h  m e n  w e re  sent to  th e  p e n a lty  b o x  a n d  
a d o cto r fo llo w e d  to  a tte n d  to  the strick e n  
R a n g e r . I t  to o k  e ig h t stitches in  B i l l ’s face

a n d  s ix  m o re  in  his scalp to  sew  those gashes 
to g e th e r. B u t  w h e n  th e  p e n a lty  p e rio d  w a s 
u p  . . . ba n da ge d an d tap e d . . . th e  R a n g e r  
ska te d o u t on th e  ice to  ta k e  a place w ith  
his m ates.

M o s t athletes w o u ld  h a v e  been w illin g  to 
call it  a n ig h t, b u t n o t a h o c k e y  p la y e r. H e  
asks fo r  it an d take s it , g rin n in g , w h e n  he  
gets it.

O n e  o f m y  a ll-tim e  fa vo rite s  on th a t clu b  
w as b a ld -h e a d e d  C h in g  Jo h n s o n , a n d  a  
m ig h ty  m a n  w as he  . . . cu t fr o m  th e  sam e 
clo th  as th e  C o o k  b ro th e rs . I t  w as a re a l 
th r ill  w h e n , u n d e r a fu ll  h e a d  o f steam , C h in g  
w e n t ro a rin g  u p  th e  ice, d u c k in g  a n d  d o d g in g  
his w a y  to w a r d  a score.

Jo h n s o n  s u ffe re d  a fra c tu re d  ja w  one n ig h t. 
T h e y  to o k  h im  to  n e a rb y  P o ly c lin ic  ho sp ita l, 
b u t co u ld n ’t  ke e p h im  lo n g . T h e  lu re  o f th e  
ice w as ca llin g a n d , besides, th e  team  needed 
h im . C h in g  h a d  a p ro te c tive  m a sk o f steel 
an d le a th e r m a de  to c o ve r his i n j u r y  a n d , 
lon g  be fo re  h e  sho u ld h a ve  p la y e d  a g ain , w a s 
w in n in g  the applause o f those w h o  a d m ire  
courage an d skill.

T h e r e  are countless o th e r illu s tra tio n s , b u t 
t h e s e  w ill  do fo r  t h e  m o m e n t .  T h e  y e a r s  h a v e  
done to those o ld  h o c k e y  playe rs w h a t 
w o u n d s  a n d  in ju rie s  n e v e r w e re  able to  d o . 
T h e  s w iftly  passing days a n d  n ig h ts slow e d 
th e m  d o w n , a n d  fin a lly  ended th e ir  careers.

Jack Lelivelt Sure Loved To Pile Up A  Big Score!
#¥ A C K  L E L I V E L T  once p la y e d  fo r  th e  L e li v e lt  e v e n tu a lly  passed fr o m  th e  b ig  

W a s h in g to n  S e n a to rs . H e  w as a m ig h ty  lea gu e  scene a n d , fo r  a w h ile , m a n a g e d  
m a n  w it h  th e  b a t, b u t  a b it  slow  on his fe e t, th e  L o s  A n g e le s  A n g e ls  o f th e  Pa c ific  C o a s t 
a n d  b y  n o  m eans a T r i s  S p e a k e r w h e n  i t  L e a g u e .
cam e to  g o in g  a fte r flies in  th e  o u tfie ld . M o s t m an age rs a re  w e ll satisfied to  h a v e
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th e ir  b a ll clubs w in . T h e y  a re n 't p a rtic u la rly  
inte re ste d in  p ilin g  u p b ig  scores. B u t  J a c k  
w as. H e  h a d  a n  a b so lu te ly sadistic d e lig h t 
in  w in n in g  b y  th e  m o st tre m e n d o u s m a rg in s.

O n c e  th e  A n g e ls  scored 22 ru n s o n  th e  
S a n  Fra n c is c o  S e als, a n d  y o u ’ v e  n e v e r  seen 
such a h a p p y  m a n  as th e  e x - b i g  lea g u e r. H e  
fa ir ly  re v e le d  in  th a t r u n  scoring o rg y .

I n  a la te r gam e his te am  b u ilt  u p  a 1 7 - 2  
lea d in  th e  e ig h th  in n in g  a n d  people w e re  
w a lk in g  o u t o f th e  p a r k  in  d ro ve s. B u t  
L e li v e lt , coaching a t t h ir d  base, k e p t danc
in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  lin e , clap p in g  his hands 
a n d  s h o u tin g :

“ C o m e  o n , b o ys , com e o n . G e t  m e som e 
r u n s !”

Catcher Chet Windsor’s Winning Inning
■  T  M A Y  be th a t y o u ’ll n e v e r h e a r o f c a tc h - 
■ * e r C h e t W in d s o r in  fast c o m p a n y. H e  m a y  
re m a in  ju s t a n  obscure n a m e  in  th e  h is to ry  
o f baseball . . . b u t  th e  k id  set one re co rd  
e ve n  th e  B a b e  R u t h s  a n d  T e d  W illiam se s o f 
th e  fu tu r e  w ill  h a v e  a h a r d  tim e  m a tch in g .

C h e t w o re  th e  m a sk a n d  w in d p a d  fo r  
S h a rp to w n  o f th e  C e n tr a l S h o re  L e a g u e . 
O n e  d a y  last sp rin g  his clu b  w as p la y in g  
C ris fie ld . T h e  C ris fie ld  p itc h e r w as h a v in g  
m o re  th a n  his share o f tro u b le s , a n d  w h e n  
W in d s o r came to  b a t th e  bases w e re  fille d 
w it h  eager ru n n e rs .

T h e  m o u n d s m a n  trie d  to  b u z z  one past th e  
h itte r . C h e t lashed o u t fr o m  th e  shoetops, 
a n d  ca u g h t th e  b a ll o n  th e  fa t e nd o f th e  b a t. 
T h e  last a n yo n e  in  th e  p a r k  saw  o f th e  b a ll 
w a s w h e n  i t  d ro p p e d  o v e r  th e  fence fo r  a 
h o m e  r u n . A  g ra n d  slam  is a th r ill  fo r  a n y 
b o d y , b u t  th a t w a s n 't th e  e n d  as fa r  as C h e s 

te r  W in d s o r w a s con cern ed. S w e a ty  a n d  
h a p p y , he re tu r n e d  to th e  b e n ch,

B u t  S h a rp to w n  w as in  a h ittin g  m o o d  a n d  
n o t to b e  stopped. T h o u g h  se ve ra l C ris fie ld  
r e lie f pitche rs cam e in , S h a rp to w n  b a tte d

a ro u n d  a n d  th e  catcher cam e to  b a t again  
in  th e  sam e in n in g  w it h  tw o  m e n  o n  bases.

O n c e  m o re  C h e t fo u n d  a p itc h  to  h is lik in g  
a n d  ra m m e d  a n o th e r one o v e r  the fe n ce . 
T w o  h o m e  ru n s , a n d  seven  ru n s  d r iv e n  o v e r  
th e  p la te  in  one in n in g  is a fe a t th e  k id  w ill  
n e v e r  fo rg e t as lo n g  as h e  live s.

This Really Happened in San Francisco
T T H I S  m a y  sou n d lik e  a gag, b u t m a n y  an 
•■•old S a n  Fra n c is c a n  sw ears it  re a lly  h a p 

pen ed.
B a c k  in  1906, a b ro k e n  d o w n  e x -h e a v y 

w e ig h t p rize fig h te r n a m e d  D e a c o n  Jo n e s  w as 
a fa m ilia r fig u re  in  th e  b a rro o m s o f th e  to w n . 
O n  the m o rn in g  o f A p r i l  1 8 th , a t s ix  o ’clo ck 
to  b e  e xa c t, Jo n e s  w a n d e re d  in to  S p id e r 
K e l l y ’s saloon. H e  w as b le a ry  e ye d  a n d  p u g 
nacious a n d  de m a n d e d  a  d r in k .

S in c e  h e  h a d  no m o n e y , K e l l y  tu rn e d  h im  
d o w n .

T h e  D e a c o n  becam e in fu ria te d . G r ip p in g

th e  edge o f th e  b a r  in  his m assive h a n ds, he 
sh o u te d : ‘ I f  y o u  d o n ’t  gim m e  a d r in k  I ’ ll  
te a r th e  jo in t d o w n .”

H e  began sh o vin g  a n d  tu g g in g  w it h  a ll his 
stre n g th . T h e  b u ild in g  sh o o k a n d  p r o m p tly  
collapsed in  a mass o f debris a n d  d u st. T h e  
S a n  F ra n c is c o  e a rth q u a k e  h a d  occu rre d  a t 
e x a c tly  th a t m o m e n t!

A n d  fr o m  u n d e r a  p ile  o f w o o d  a n d  m a 
s o n ry  cam e th e  w a ilin g  vo ice  o f D e a c o n  
Jo n e s :

“ I  d id n ’ t  m e a n  i t , S p id e r , ho n e st to  g o o d 
ness, I  d id n ’t  m e a n  i t ! ”

Close But No Cigar
rW 'H L E  best te a m  in  th e  s ix -d a y  b ik e  race 

a t M a d is o n  S q u a re  G a r d e n  in  1923 w as 
m a d e  u p  of A l f  G o u lle t  an d A l f  G r e n d a . 
T h e r e  w e re  othe rs s h o u ld e r to s h o u ld e r w it h  
th e m , R e g g ie  M c N a m a r a  a n d  O s c a r E g g , 
P e te  V a n  K e m p e n  a n d  M a u ric e  B ro c c o . B u t  
n o  one se rio u sly considered th e  k id  team  o f 
D a v e  L a n d s  a n d  S a m m y  G a s tm a n , T h e y  
w e re  ju s t a couple o f g u ys p u t in  to  fill u p  
th e  fie ld .

I f  tw o  o r m o re  p a irs fin ish  w it h  th e  same

m ileage in  th e  s i x -d a y  g r in d , th e  one w ith  
th e  gre ate st n u m b e r  o f p o in ts earn e d in  th e  
sprin ts is acclaim ed th e  w in n e r . G a s tm a n  
a n d  L a n d s  w e re  a t a distin c t disadvan tage  
th e re . T h e y  h a d n ’t  trie d  to  ro ll u p  p o in ts. 
T h e y  con served th e ir  e n e rg y in  an e ffo rt to  
steal a la p .

T h e  last h o u r  o f th e  race w as w e ll u n d e r 
w a y  w h e n  G a s tm a n  saw  his chance. H e  
opened a gap . . . w id e n e d  it. L a n d s  re lie v e d  

(Concluded on page 96)



JIGGY WAS A SOLDIER
By JACKSON COLE

Because he was a Gl, Jiggy had to wrestle a third tall with the 
Major who was trimming him —  but Jiggy knew a tew tricks!

JIG G Y  w as a so ld ier and b e fo re  that 
J iggy  w as a m iner— o f the h a rd -co a l 
variety  that is perhaps slightly  harder 

than the coa l itself— and b e fo re  that J iggy  
w as a professiona l w restler.

L ook in g  at h im  as he w alked  w ith  a 
b o w e d -o u t , to e d -in  m incin g  gait across the 
floor  o f  the barn like  structure that w as the 
F ou rth  G ro u p ’s gym , h e  w as the sort o f  
so ld ier  that a sp it -a n d -p o lish  officer w o u ld  
lov e— in fron t o f his desk, getting ch ew ed  
o u t. E ven  w h en  he stood  at attention  on  
th e  ra m p  a t parade, J ig g y  L asher w as a 
s ta tio n a ry  v io la tion  o f at least h a lf the p r e 
cepts o f The School of The Soldier.

In the sacred  precin ts o f his b e lo v e d  g y m 
nasium  w h ere  he w as a n o n -c o m  w ork er, 
J ig g y  L asher— his right nam e w as said  to 
be  Stanislaus L asciew zsciz , and m aybe that is 
a zsciz short— w as in w hat he term ed his 
“ fa tigu es,”  w h ich  is A rm y  fo r  w o rk  clothes.

T he fatigues, in his case, began  w ith  a 
d u ck -b ille d  fly ing cap, the stiff v isor o f  w hich  
w as cock ed  sk yw ard  from  a fa ce  that w as 
ju st then, be lieve  it or not, in repose.

J ig g y ’s n ose had lon g  sin ce  b een  la id  to 
rest am ong his o d d ly  assorted  features. B u t  
the b lu e  eyes w ere  bu sy  as he w ent, the 
ears h un g o u t at a rakish  angle fro m  the 
p e r fe c tly -r o u n d  s k u ll a n d  th e  generous 
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m o u th  w o r rie d  th e  u n lit  s tu m p  o f cig a r th a t 
th e  m a n  p e rp e tu a lly  w o re .

T h e  re st o f h im  w as in  lin e . A  sw e atsh irt 
o f du bio u s past a n d d a r k  p re se n t encased 
b u lg in g  sh o u ld e rs, h u g e  chest a n d  sh o rt, 
p o w e r fu l a rm s th a t te rm in a te d  in  s q u a re , 
m itt - l ik e  h a n d s. H is  legs w e r e  G l - c l a d  
colum n s o f th ig h s on p o w e r -b o w e d  lo w e rs, 
th e  fe e t o f w h ic h  w e re  in  c o n ve n tio n a l b la c k  
g y m  shoes w it h  o n e e -w h ite  laces. A n d  so 
o n e -d im e n s io n a l w as J i g g y — c o m p le te ly an d 
b a fflin g ly r o u n d — th a t he  w as lik e  a squ at 
b e a r w ith o u t th e  f u r  trim m in g .

J i g g y  progressed across th e  flo o r in  a r o ll
in g  g a it, u tte rin g  little  cries of nam eless 
re co g n itio n  as th e  exercisers in  th e  G r o u p  
g y m  w a v e d  a n d  called o u t to  h im . J i g g y ’s 
o n c e -n o rm a l vo c a l cords h a d , o v e r a p e rio d  
o f ye a rs, been c h o ke d , b a n g e d , scissored a n d  
m a she d fla t so th a t his n o rm a l spe akin g 
voice w as u n e x p e c te d ly  h ig h  an d b lu r re d . 
W h e n  J i g g y  sp o ke , it  w a s as su rp risin g  as if  
y o u  b a n g e d  th e  side o f a b a s s -d ru m  a n d  got 
a r u s ty  c a llio p e -s q u e a k  fo r  a n sw e r.

B u t  w h e n  J i g g y  spoke o f a n d  o n  w re s tlin g , 
th e  gang a t th e  F o u r t h  G r o u p  d id n ’t  he a r 
ju s t a vo ice . I t  w as the  vo ice . F o r  J i g g y  w as 
a p r o . O v e r  a p e rio d  o f se ve ra l y e a rs , m a n y  
scores o f a irc re w m e n  h a d  fe lt th e  p o w e r a n d  
s a v v y  of J i g g y ’ s grips on th e  ro p e -e n clo se d  
m a t o v e r b y  th e  southeast c o rn e r o f th e  
s tru c tu re . A n d  h a d  gone o u t in  b e tte r shape 
to  gra p p le  w it h  th e  N a z is  a n d  th e  N ip s . A n d  
i f  J ig g y  w o r rie d  a b o u t w h a t w o u ld  com e 
a fte r, n o b o d y  a t th e  F o u r t h  G r o u p  h e a rd  of 
it.

A n d  n o w  w ith  th e  S o n s o f th e  D o u b le -  
C ro s s  a n d  th e  B r o w n  B u m m e rs  o f D a i  N i p 
p o n  b o d y -s la m m e d  fo r  a ll tim e  a n d  th e  b o ys 
co m in g b a c k  a n d  g e ttin g  m u ste re d  o u t, y o u  
d id n ’t  h e a r o f i t  i f  J ig g y  L a s h e r  w e re  w o r 
rie d .

I f  J i g g y  w e re  b o th e re d  b y  th e  fa c t th a t he 
w a s on th e  sh a d y side o f fo r t y  a n d  faced w it h  
th e  d a n k  o b liv io n  of c o a l-m in e  passages a n d  
e ve r-le s s e n in g  appearances a t sm all w re s t
lin g  clubs, h e  d id n ’ t  sh o w  it. H e r e , J i g g y  
L a s h e r  w as k in g . A n d  it d id n ’t do fo r  a n y  
k in g  to  sh o w  concern a b o u t a n y th in g .

T r u e , m o re  th a n  on e  o f J i g g y ’ s fa ith fu l 
fo llo w e rs in  th e  a r t o f g r im t-a n d -g r o a n  h a d  
stu d ie d  th e  o ld  b o y ’s teachings so w e ll th a t 
i t  to o k  m o re  e xte n d e d  e ffo rt a n d m o re  p o l
ished pe rfo rm a n ce s to  p in  th e m  d o w n . B u t  
m a n y  an officer w h o  g lo w e re d  m e n a cin g ly 
cm th e  ra m p  a t pa rad e  liste n e d w it h  respect
f u l  eyes w h ile  J i g g y  sh o w e d  a g r ip , sho w e d

h o w  to  b re a k  a  g r ip , to ld  lo n g  fo rg o tte n  
epics o f th e  o ld  gam e .

B u t  J i g g y  w a s a  so ld ie r, so h e  d id n ’t  
w o r r y . J i g g y  h a d  his jo b , his o rd e rs, his 
k in g d o m . T h in g s  w o u ld  w o r k  o u t so m e h o w . 
H e  h o p e d —

H e  m a de  h is w a y  to  w h e re  a sm a ll k n o t 
o f w a tch e rs w e r e  g a th e re d  w h ile  a lie u te n a n t 
fr o m  th e  L i n k  ro o m  w o r k e d  o u t on th e  m a t 
w ith  B ig  J a y ,  one o f th e  P h y s ic a l T r a in in g  
D e ta c h m e n t officers.

“ H i ,  J i g g y ! ”
“ O h , T o , M ik e ! ”
“ H e y , th e re , J i g g y ! ”
“ H i y a , C a p ’n ! H o w ’s it!”

W A S  tu rn in g  to  lo o k  a t B ig  J a y  w o r k  
a w ris tlo c k  w h e n  his eyes ta n g le d  w ith  

the o th e r m a n ’s— a b u r ly , y o u n g  m a jo r w ith  
a t r ip le -r o w  splash of rib b o n s o v e r his le ft 
bre a st p o c ke t. J i g g y  d id n ’t  n o d . H e  m e t th e  
m a n ’s d a r k  appra isa l e v e n ly , e ye d  th e  p o w e r
lin e  o f sloping m e a t fr o m  sho rt n e c k  to  
b u n c h y  sh o u ld e rs, a c c u ra te ly tag g e d  th e  
m a n  as to  w e ig h t.

“ M a y b e  one e ig h ty -o n e , in  shape,”  h e  saw  
i t  “ A n ’ he  a in ’t  fa r  fr o m  shape n o w ! A  
good b ig  b o y !”

H e  tu rn e d  his eyes to  th e  can vas, b u t  he 
w as conscious as h e  d id , th a t th e  b ig  y o u n g  
m a jo r h a d  n o dde d to som eone n e a r h im , 
w as m o v in g  o v e r to  stan d alongside.

“ G o in g  to  w re stle  t o -d a y , J ig g y ? ”
J i g g y  lo o k e d . I t  w as one o f th e  y o u n g e r 

officers fr o m  T ra n s itio n .
“ H i y a , L o o te n a n t! H u h ?  W e ll, I  d u n n o . 

I  a in ’ t  fe e lin ’ too good. H a r d  to  w o r k  u p  
a  s w e a t see?”

“ Is  th a t b a d ? ”  I t  w as th e  m a jo r a skin g , 
n o w . “ A n y w a y , I  th o u g h t y o u  pro s m a y b e  
h a d  so m u c h  s tu ff y o u  d id n ’t  n eed to  sta y 
‘u p ’ a ll the tim e . I  m e a n , in  b a d  shape— a n d  
y o u  d o n ’t  lo o k  it—y o u  o u g h t to  be able to  
tr im  m ost a n y th in g  y o u ’d  m e e t ”

J i g g y  n o d d e d  a b se n tly. H is  eyes w e re  on 
B ig  J a y  as he  trie d  a step o v e r h e a d  scissor, 
b u t  his senses w e re  w a r n in g  h im . H e  w as 
p u z zle d . H e ’d  seen th is  b ig  k i d  b e fo re , in  th e  
g y m , this m a jo r , a d a y  o r so ago. I t  h a d  
ha p p e n e d  th e n , too— th a t w a r n in g  inside o f 
h im .

“ H u h ?  O h , y e a h . Y e a h , I  guess th a t’s 
r ig h t, M a jo r .”

“ W e ll , o k a y ,”  th e  o th e r w as s a yin g  th e n . 
“ I  k n o w  y o u ’re  a pro fe ssio na l, o r  so I 'v e  
been to ld . R ig h t ? ”

J i g g y  n o d d e d , fo rg e ttin g  B ig  J a y  n o w .
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“ Y e a h . A — er— w e ll, som e tim e  a g o .”  S m a ll 

c lu b  m atches. E x h ib itio n s . A p p e a ra n c e s  a t 
stags, sm o ke rs. L i k e  th a t. O r  an occasional 
m u rd e ro u s g ru d g e -m a tc h , against some m in e r 
w it h  a fa n cie d  grie va n c e . “ B e fo re  th e  w a r , 
y e a h .”

T h e  m a jo r w as sm ilin g  a n d  a sm all g ro u p  
w a s clustered n e a r h im . I t  h a d  the e a rm a rk s 
o f  a s e t-u p , as if  this b ig  la d  h a d  p re dicte d 
h e ’ d  h a ve  tro u b le  g e ttin g  J i g g y  to go to  the 
m a t w ith  h im .

“ S a m e  w it h  m e ,”  the m a n  w as sa yin g . 
“ O n l y , I  w as n e v e r a  p ro . I  w as ju s t a 
school w re s tle r. H o w  a b o u t it, J ig g y ?  W a n t 
to  t r y  o u t a fe w  grips? O r  w o u ld  y o u  ra th e r 
n o t? ”

J i g g y  b lin k e d .
“ H u h ?  I  d id n ’t say I ’ d  ra th e r n o t. I  said— ”
“ W e ll, a ll r ig h t th e n ,”  th e  o th e r c u t in 

s m o o th ly . “ I  m isu n d e rsto o d  y o u , I  guess. 
L e t ’s get g o in g. I  h a ve  so m e thin g to  do 
soon. B u t  w e  h a v e  a b o u t a n d  h o u r . O k a y ? ”

B ig  J a y  h a d  succeeded in  g e ttin g  th a t step 
o v e r  h e a d  scissors a n d  his a d ve rs a ry  w as 
losin g his fig h t, w a s slap p in g  B ig  J a y ’s leg 
to  s ig n ify  h e ’d  h a d  e n o u g h . B ig  J a y  c lim b e d  
u p , cam e o v e r to  stan d n e a r, b re a th in g  h a r d .

“ G o in g  to  w re stle  M a jo r  S p a n g le r, J ig g y ?  
H e ’s been a sking a b o u t y o u . I  to ld  h im  h e ’d 
fin d  o u t!”

J i g g y  chew ed his cigar s tu m p  a n d  n odded .
" Y e a h ? ”
B ig  J a y  w as lik e  th e  others here a t the 

G r o u p . T o  h im , J i g g y  w a s tops at w re s tlin g . 
Y o u n g s te rs  a re  th a t w a y . J i g g y  w as th e  o n ly  
professional th e y ’d  k n o w n , w re s tlin g . S o  
J i g g y  w as tops, th e  best th e re  w a s. D e e p  in 
side th e m  th e y  m ig h t h a v e  reasoned th e re  
w e re  m e n  in  th e  w o r ld  c o u ld  stre tch J i g g y —  
b u t  t h e y ’d  n e v e r  k n o w n  a n y .

J i g g y  L a s h e r . J i g g y  th e  P r o  W re s tle r. 
Their  J ig g y !

“ W e ll n o w , th e  m a jo r says h e  has som e
th in g  to  do. M a y b e  he w a n ts  to  p u t it  o ff u n til  
w e  can m a k e  it  a good w o r k o u t. See?

“ I ’ m  w a itin g  fo r  o rd e rs ,”  the m a jo r p u t 
in . “ T h is  is as good a tim e  as a n y . U n le s s , o f 
course, y o u  d o n ’t  want to  w re stle ? ”

J i g g y  che w e d h is c ig a r, to o k  i t  o u t an d 
stared a t it , stu ck i t  b a c k  in to  his m o u th  
a g a in . H e ’ d  h a d  a slig h t cold a n d  c o u ld n ’t  
sw e at it  o u t. E v e n  n o w  his skin  w as d r y  
as cra c klin g  p a p e r. J i g g y  lik e d  it  w h e n  a 
s h o rt w o r k o u t w o u ld  b rin g  a w e t g lo w  o f 
w e ll-b e in g  coating his b o d y . E s p e c ia lly  
a g a in st this b ig  y o u n g  S p a n g le r. T h e r e  w a s 
ju s t  so m e thin g a b o u t h im  th a t w as n o t

good to  J i g g y .
B u t  a professional has a  ce rtain  s ta n d in g , 

as J i g g y  h a d  h e re  a t th e  G r o u p , as a k in g  
has in  his o w n  c o u n try — o r s h o u ld  h a v e . A  
stan d in g  th a t w ill  b ro o k  n o  challenge— n o n e  
th a t he can’t  g ra c e fu lly  sidestep, a n y w a y . 
A n d  fo r  some reason this b u r ly  la d  S p a n g 
le r w as g iv in g  these o th e r b o ys th e  idea th a t 
J i g g y  d id n ’t  want to  m e e t h im .

“ L e t ’s go, le t’s g o !”  he g rin n e d . “ G e t  in to  
y o u r  d u d s, M a jo r . I ’ l l  be w it ’ y o u  soon as 
I  s tr ip .”

W H E N  he w as strip p e d  d o w n  to  fig h t
in g  shorts an d shoes, J i g g y  w a s som e

h o w  n o t so fu n n y  to lo o k  a t as w h e n  he  w as 
clo the d— u n til y o u  to o k  a lo o k  a t M a jo r  
S p a n g le r.

T h e  co n trast w as n o ta b le . S p a n g le r w as 
stan d in g  s tra ig h t, as a m a n  sh o u ld , a n d  th e re  
w as a logical a rra n g e m e n t o f c o m p a ra tive  
size am on g those y o u n g e r a rm s a n d  legs a n d  
shoulders.

A  c ro w d  h a d  g a th e re d  w it h  n e w s o f th e  
m a tc h , so w h e n  J i g g y  a n d  S p a n g le r clim b e d 
th r o u g h  the ropes, w ith  B ig  J a y  in  as “ th ir d  
m a n ,”  th e  place w a s ja m -p a c k e d  w it h  w id e - 
e y e d , tense G I  h u m a n ity .

“ P o in t  ru le s o r a fa ll? ”  S p a n g le r aske d, 
w a tc h in g  J i g g y .

“ O n e  o’ th e m  lad s!”  J i g g y  fig u re d . “ A  
collegiate. S o  m u c h  fo r  b rin g in g  a m a n  to  
the m a t  S o  m u c h  fo r  h o ld s, fo r b re a k in g  
th e  h o ld s, fo r  g e ttin g  o n  to p , fo r  a n e a r 
fa ll .”

“ I  d o n ’t  t h in k  B ig  J a y ,  h e re , k n o w s  to o  
m u c h  a b o u t p o in t-s c o re ,”  h e  to ld  th e  m a n .

S p a n g le r la u g h e d , his eyes w ise b u t  t w in k 
lin g .

“ E v e r y b o d y  u n d e rstan d s a fa ll, th o u g h , 
h u h , J ig g y ?  O k a y — a fa ll it is. R e a d y ? ”  

“ S h o o t!”  J i g g y  g ru n te d  a n d  circled s lo w ly , 
b e n t s lig h tly  fo r w a r d .

J ig g y  h a d  a ‘su g a r’ side lik e  a n y o n e  else, 
one leg h e  co u ld  pro te ct b e tte r th a n  th e  o th e r. 
W it h  J i g g y , it  w as his r ig h t leg. M e a s u rin g  
his m a n , testin g his s a v v y , J i g g y  d e lib e ra te ly 
a d va n ce d  his le ft leg w h e n  the m a jo r w e n t 
in to  a squ are stance, b o th  fe e t e v e n ly  a d 
va n ce d .

S p a n g le r th r e w  a m uscle g rip  in  tim e  w ith  
J i g g y ’s o w n , th e ir  han ds slid in g  to  one a n 
o th e r’s d e lto id  m uscles w h ile  th e y  reasoned 
o u t th e  best le g -d iv e  to  u p se t one a n o th e r. 
D e lib e r a te ly , J i g g y  le t his su g a r side slide 
b a c k . H e  g rin n e d  in  th e ir  tw o -m a n  h u d d le  
w h e n  S p a n g le r disdain e d th e  w e a k e r leg  a n d
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w e n t fo r  th e  s tro n g e r one th a t J i g g y  s ly ly  
h e ld  re ta rd e d .

J i g g y  fle x e d  h is r ig h t leg d o w n , sla m m in g  
a h e a d lo c k o n  th e  la rg e r m a n  a n d  b e a rin g  
d o w n  on h im  w it h  h is w e ig h t. S p a n g le r kepi; 
to  his e ffo rt, g o t a h a n d h o ld  o n  J i g g y ’s leg 
b e h in d  th e  r ig h t  k n e e , a n d  th e n  th e  p r o 
fessional re a lize d  fo r  th e  firs t tim e  th e  
s tre n g th  o f th is  y o u n g s te r.

T h e  m a jo r th r e w  th e  f u ll  lo a d  o f his w e ig h t 
d o w n  a n d  th e  su rp rise  o f i t  to o k  J i g g y ’s 
r ig h t kn e e  to  th e  flo o r. U s in g  th is  as a p iv o t , 
S p a n g le r sla m m e d  h a r d  again st th e  kn e e  a n d  
J i g g y  w as s p u n  in  a n  arc th a t sent h im  
h u r tlin g  to  th e  m a t.

B u t  he  h e lp e d  i t  a lo n g instead o f t r y in g  
to  c o u n te r. T h e  o n lo o ke rs ro a re d  w h e n  J i g g y  
sp u n  co m p le te ly o u t o f S p a n g le r’ s grasp a n d  
ro lle d  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  u n til  he  w a s b e y o n d  
th e  lo w  ro p e . H e  c ra w le d  b a c k  s lo w ly . 
S p a n g le r b a c k e d  u p , g rim a c in g  his disa p
p o in tm e n t.

J i g g y  b o u n d e d  u p  a n d  d o w n  a n d  side
w a r d  i n  tire in im ita b le  leaps a n d  b o u n d s  th a t 
h a d  g iv e n  h im  his n ic k n a m e . H e  w a s t r y in g  to  
w o r k  u p  th e  sw e a t th a t w o u ld  b r in g  h im  
th a t g lo w .

S p a n g le r w a tc h e d , h a n d s m o v in g  in  a n d  
o u t, fe e t shuffling fo r w a r d , h e a d  lo w , eyes 
w a t c h f u l  H e  d ro v e  J i g g y  to  a  c o rn e r, th e n  
sla m m e d  in  w it h  his h a n d s seeking a w a ist 
h o ld . B u t  J i g g y  h a d  seen h im  c o in in g , h a d  
b a c ke d  h a r d  in to  th e  ro p e s, m e t th e  m a n  
lik e  a p ro je c tile  discharged fr o m  a ca n n on .

S p a n g le r re co ile d  fr o m  th e  im p a c t a n d  
stag gered b a c k , a n d  th e n  J i g g y  w a s o n  h im  
m a k in g  his b id . H e  g o t a  leg h o ld  o n  th e  
y o u n g e r  m a n , w h ir le d , a n d  h e a v e d  u p  in to  
th e  a ir , to  com e cra shin g d o w n  w it h  s tu n n in g  
fo rce  o n  S p a n g le r.

T h e  m a jo r b rid g e d  his b a c k  in to  a n  arc 
b y  sheer m u s c u la r fo rce  a n d  w ill-p o w e r , a 
m a n e u v e r t h a t J i g g y  g r in n in g ly  re c o g n ize d  
as th e  h ig h  b r id g e , a de fe n sive  tactic a T u r k  
b a c k  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia  o fte n  u sed. J i g g y  h a d  
th e  a n s w e r fo r  th a t on e , b u t  i t  w a s s tric tly  
r u g g e d , as d iffe re n tia te d  fr o m  le g al w r e s t
lin g .

F o r  th e  m o m e n t h e  c o n te n te d  h im s e lf w it h  
th r o w in g  a h e a d lo c k o n  th e  m a n , s p ra w lin g  
o u t u n d e r  h im  to  do it. S p a n g le r’s legs d e 
scribe d a  p a ra b o la  th a t b r o u g h t h im  sla m 
m in g  to  th e  m a t again a n d  J i g g y  th r e w  a 
tw is tin g  h a m m e rlo c k  o n  h im  a n d  w re n c h e d  
m ig h tily .

S lo w l y , s lo w ly , S p a n g le r tu rn e d  o v e r, 
J i g g y  e d g in g  sidew ise to  ke e p  clear o f th e

m a n 's  se e kin g legs. L e t  th a t p o w e r fu l y o u n g 
ster once g e t a  le g  h o ld , a n d  J i g g y  c o u ld  
re aso n  w h e re  he  w o u ld  be!

S u d d e n ly , th e  m a jo r  t r ie d  to  b r e a k  o u t o f 
i t  b y  tw is tin g  w it h  th e  h o ld , a lm o st succeed
ed in  u p s e ttin g  J i g g y . B u t  th e  o ld  p r o  w as 
w a tc h fu l, k n e w  h e  w o u ld n ’t  a g ain  g e t ib is  
s m a rt la d , th is  m a n  o f b u l l- l ik e  s tre n g th , a t 
su ch a d isa d va n ta g e . H e  re la x e d  h is w e ig h t 
a n d  b r o u g h t th e  fu ll  o f it  to  b e a r on S p a n g 
le r’ s chest.

T h e  y o u n g e r  m a n  g ru n te d  a n d  strain e d  
a n d  th e  sw e at w a s p o u rin g  fr o m  his fa ce , 
w h ic h  w as b y  n o w  a d is to rte d  m a sk  o f e m o 
tio n . B u t  it  w a s m o re  th a n  e ve n  S p a n g le r 
c o u ld  ta k e .

A  R O A R  b ro k e  fr o m  th e  c r o w d  w h e n  B ig  
J a y  stepped fo r w a r d , h is face stra in e d  

w it h  th e  sig h t o f th a t g rim  d u e l, a n d  slapped 
J i g g y  re s o u n d in g ly  on th e  b a c k .

J i g g y  g o t to  h is fe e t, g a ve  S p a n g le r a h a n d  
u p ; a n d  sto o d b re a th in g  h a r d . H i s  eyes w e re  
h a p p y .

“ N ic e — g o in ’ , M a j o r ,”  h e  said. “ I  w as— 
lu c k y — to  g e t y o u  so— q u ic k . Y o u  w re stle  
— o k a y ."

S p a n g le r sm ile d , b u t  it  w a s n 't  w it h  pleas
u r e . H e  lo o k e d  a t th e  rin g  o f faces c ro w d e d  
close a b o u t.

“ T h a t ’s o n ly  one f a ll ,”  h e  said. “ H e c k , b o y , 
I ’m  n o t e v e n  w a r m e d  u p  y e t . Y o u  a re n ’ t 
g o in g  to  q u it  n o w , a re  y o u ?  B e s t tw o  o u t 
o f th re e , I  th o u g h t—w h e n  y o u  d o n ’ t  w re stle  
o n  p o in ts . Y e s ? ”

J i g g y ’s h e a rt s a n k . H e  h a d  fe lt  the p o w e r, 
th e  y o u t h  fo rc e , o f th a t o th e r m a n . H e ’d  g o t 
b y  this tim e  o n  p u re  sho ck, o n  su rp rise .

B u t  J i g g y  w as a so ld ie r. W i t h  th e  c r o w d  
y e llin g  d e lig h te d ly  fo r  m o r e , J i g g y  L a s h e r  
n o d d e d .

“ Y o u  g o t tim e , M a jo r ?  Y o u  said th e re  w a s 
so m e p in  y o u ’d h a d d a  d o . R e m e m b e r? ”  

“ P l e n t y  o f tim e ,”  S p a n g le r said fla tly . “ W e  
ta k e  a s h o rt b re a th e r a n d  th e n  go a g a in . H o w  
a b o u t i t , fe llo w s ? "

T h e  s u rro u n d in g  c ro w d  ro a re d  th e ir  a gre e 
m e n t— especially th e  tig h t k n o t o f S p a n g le r’s 
ro o te rs, le d  b y  th e  y o u n g  officer fr o m  T r a n 
sitio n .

J i g g y  fle x e d  his legs an d tr ie d  fo r  th a t 
sw e at, b u t  he  h a d  a g r im  fo re b o d in g  th a t 
h e  w a s face to  face w it h  disaster.

W h e n  th e  tw o  a n s w e re d  B ig  J a y ’s ca ll fo r  
th e  second fa ll, J i g g y  e x h ib ite d  a w arin e ss 
th a t h e  h a d n ’t  h a d  to  e xercise in  m a n y  a 
d a y . H e  sta ve d  o ff S p a n g le r ’s firs t tw o  bids



fo r  a leg  h o ld , b u t  th e n  th e  y o u n g e r , m o re  
aggressive w re s tle r g o t a w a is t h o ld  o n  the 
o ld  p ro  a n d  J i g g y  th r e w  h im s e lf to  th e  c a n 
va s to  a v o id  ro u g h e r tactics in  b e in g  b r o u g h t 
to  th e  m a t.

J i g g y  braced h im s e lf o n  w id e ly -e x te n d e d  
han ds an d h u n c h e d  knees a n d  trie d  a series 
o f fe in tin g  tactics to  shake o ff his a d v e rs a ry . 
B u t  S p a n g le r p ro v e d  to  be a w e ll-v e r s e d  
‘r id e r ’ an d ea sily th w a rte d  th e  o ld ste r’s 
e ffo rts.

T h e n  J i g g y  b e ga n  to get a n  e xp o sitio n  o f 
the a r t o f w re s tlin g  th a t w as a te x tb o o k  in  
m o tio n .

A  ‘r id e r ’ , th e  m a n  o n  to p  w h e n  one 
w re s tle r is o n  a ll-fo u r s  a n d  th e  o th e r a tta c k 
in g , m u s t v ie w  his o p p o n e n t m u c h  as a 
m a n  seeking to  u pse t a tab le  w o u ld  v ie w  a 
piece o f fo u r -le g g e d  fu r n itu r e . H is  first 
m o ve  is to  d e s tro y one o f those legs— in  this 
case, to upset a h a n d  o r succeed in tu rn in g  
o v e r th e  m a n  b y  a crotch o r leg h o ld .

C u n n in g ly , S p a n g le r w o r k e d — c a re fu lly , 
ca g ily— u n til  he  h a d  a w r is t h o ld . T h e n  ne 
lea n e d his w e ig h t h a rd e r a n d  h a rd e r a n d  
je rk e d  to  u pset J i g g y ’s balan ce. T h e  w e ig h t 
becam e u n a n s w e ra b le , a n d  J i g g y  trie d  to 
r o ll  h a r d  a n d  fa st a n d  com e u p  on to p . B u t  
S p a n g le r w as th in k in g  w it h  h im , a he ad of 
h im .

J i g g y  fo u n d  h im s e lf c h in -d o w n  on the 
canvas w it h  S p a n g le r a p p ly in g  a b ru ta l 
h a lf-n e ls o n . I t  w as b r u ta l because th e  m a n  
m a d e  n o  a tte m p t fo r  m in u te s  to ta k e  a d 
va n ta g e  o f his h o ld  o th e r th a n  to p in io n  
J i g g y  u n d e r the eyes o f a ll th e  w a tc h e rs. T h e  
p ro  g ru n te d  a n d  gasped a n d  so u g h t to  catch 
one o f S p a n g le r’ s legs w ith  his to e , so he 
co u ld  m a k e  a p iv o t  o f p o w e r to w o r k  fro m . 
B u t  th e  m a jo r easily e lu d e d h im  u n til  he tire d  
o f it.

T h e n , w ith  a su dde n  su rge o f p o w e r into  
those b ro a d  y o u n g  sh o u ld e rs, he sp u n  J i g g y  
h e e ls -o v e r-h e a d  to slam  h im  h a rd  on th e  m a t.

J i g g y  fe lt g r im  pa n ic w h ile  he w a ite d  fo r 
the m a n  to com e crashin g in  o n  h im . B u t  
w h e n  i t  d id n ’t  h a p p e n , he m a de  a fra n tic  
a tte m p t to  g a in  his fe e t, p u z z le d , b u t  still 
g ra te fu l. U n t i l  S p a n g le r m o v e d  in , ca u ght 
h im  in  a h a lf-c ro u c h  a n d  g ra b b e d  a n o th e r 
w a is t h o ld .

J i g g y  w e n t d o w n  a g a in , a g ain  ‘ ta b le d ’ 
a rm s a n d  kn ees, a n d  S p a n g le r w e n t o n  w it h  
his e x h ib itio n . F o r  it  w as th a t a n d  little  
m o re . H e  g ra b b e d  a  “ R e a d ”  cro tch  h o ld  a n d  
fla tte n e d  J i g g y , th e n  le t h im  scra m ble  to  his 
kn e e s b e fo re  he  ro d e  h im  a g a in .

JIGGY WAS
T h is  tim e  he  th r e w  a q u a rte r -n e ls o n , fo il

in g  J i g g y ’s trie s fo r  his legs. W h e n  he  tir e d  
o f th a t, he h u r le d  the p r o  to  one side a n d  
ca u g h t h im  again  as he ro lle d  d e sp e ra te ly 
fo r  the ropes.

J i g g y  k n e w  h o w  a m ouse fe lt  w h e n  co r
n e re d  b y  a p a r tic u la r ly  p la y fu l to m c a t. H e  
also sensed w h a t it w as lik e  to  be cheese 
a t a d in n e r -p a r t y . S p a n g le r le t h im  com e 
fu l ly  erect, th e n  slam m e d in  a n d  u p se t h im  
again w ith  a cle ve r p ic k -u p  th a t ro c k e te d  
J i g g y ’s le ft fo o t s k y w a r d  a n d  b r o u g h t th e  
o ld e r m a n  crashin g d o w n  a gain .

H E N  S p a n g le r re a lly  w e n t to w o r k . 
H a m m e rlo c k s  g a ve  w a y  to  nelsons a n d  

cro tch  holds. Th e s e  in  tu r n  w e re  fo llo w e d  
b y  le ttin g  J i g g y  to his fe e t to  th r o w  a n  
a r m -d r a g  a n d  p ic k -u p  th a t sent J i g g y  h u r 
tlin g  d o w n  a gain .

E v e n  as he w in c e d  in c h a g rin , J i g g y  c o u ld  
a d m ire  th e  speed o f this big m a n  a n d  h is 
d a rin g  in  t r y in g  the h o ld . I t  w as on e  th a t 
o fte n  as n o t b r o u g h t th e  a tta c k e r to  g rie f. 
B u t  w it h  J ig g y  fe e lin g  fa gged a n d  d i z z y  fr o m  
the n u m e ro u s  slam s it  w o r k e d .

I t  c o u ld  h a ve  gone on as lo n g  as S p a n g le r 
cared to  w o r k  o n  J i g g y . B u t  th e  y o u n g e r 
m a n  m a de  a decision, w o r k e d  J i g g y  in to  
p o sitio n , a n d  p in n e d  h im  w ith  a m u rd e ro u s  
scissor.

J i g g y  k n e w  w h e n  his a r m  w as tra p p e d  
in th e  scissor th a t this w as it. W i t h  a n  a rm  
fre e , he m ig h t h a v e  w o r k e d  som e o f his 
c u n n in g , lik e  g e ttin g  a to e -h o ld  o n  th e  o th e r 
a n d  b r u ta lly  w o r k in g  th a t toe b e fo re  his o w n  
stre n g th  gave o u t.

B u t  S p a n g le r c le v e rly  h e ld  his b ig  b o d y  
a t r ig h t angles to J i g g y ’s o w n  w h ile  he  p re s
su re d his p o w e rfu l th ig h s in  a g rip  a ro u n d  
J i g g y ’s n e ck a n d  h e ld it fo r th e  le n g th  of 
tim e  it w o u ld  take  to slow  th e  old e r m a n 's 
c irc u la tio n , w e a k e n  h im  to m a k e  h im  easy 
p ickin g s fo r  th e  fa ll th a t w o u ld  fo llo w .

J i g g y  had a d im  k n o w le d g e  th a t a sea 
o f ta u t faces a n d  sta rin g  eyes w e re  w a tc h in g  
h im  s lo w ly  d r o w n  in  this y o u n g e r m a n ’s 
s a v v y  a n d  p o w e r. H e  w as still gam e, b u t 
gasping a n d  w e a k  w h e n  S p a n g le r m a de  his 
fin a l m o ve .

T h e  second fa ll w a s th e  m a jo r’s w it h  a 
h o o k  scissor a n d  a re ve rse  w r is t  loc k.

S p a n g le r’ s cohorts w e re  g rin n in g  w id e ly  
a n d  w is e ly  w h e n  th e  spent p ro  re g a in e d  his 
fe e t a n d  lea n e d, p u ffin g  a n d  p a n tin g , o n  the 
ropes.

J i g g y ’*  e y e * w e n t to  h is o w n  su p p o rte rs,
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m e a su re d  th e ir  b e w ild e rm e n t a n d  disbe lie f, 
a n d  h e  tr ie d  to  n o d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t to  th e m , 
te ll th e m  i t  w a s a ll r ig h t, th a t th e re  w as a n 
o th e r a n d  a  decidin g fa ll to  com e. B u t  it  
w a s  o n ly  h a lf-h e a r te d .

T h e n  S p a n g le r w as co m in g to w a rd  h im .
J i g g y  c ro u ch e d , h o o k e d  his a rm s, began 

to  circle w a r ily , an d e v e r y b o d y , in c lu d in g  
S p a n g le r, la u g h e d .

“ H o l d  it , y o u  o ld w a r -h o r s e !”  th e  m a jo r 
l a u g h e d .  “ T h a t  b u s i n e s s  I  g o t  t o  a t t e n d  t o ,  

re m e m b e r?  T h e y  ju s t sent o v e r  a b o u t it. 
W e ll , I  can a tte n d  to  it  o v e r the te le p h o n e . 
B u t  it w ill  ta k e  a little  tim e . O k a y ? ”

J i g g y  b lin k e d , d ro p p e d  his arm s.
“ H o w  lo n g ? ”
“ M a y b e  fifte e n  m in u te s. I  can use th e  g y m  

p h o n e . O k a y ?  I ’d  lik e  to  fin ish  th is  o u t.”  
H e  g rin n e d . “ A f t e r  a ll, I  d o n ’t  t h in k  I  sho u ld 
h a v e  lost th a t first fa ll .”

J i g g y  p u ffe d .
“ O k a y — M a jo r .”  H e  re m e m b e re d  his tr a in 

in g  duties e n o u g h  to  counsel, “ W r a p  u p  a n ’ 
k e e p  w a r m , n o w ! D o n ’t  y o u  go ca tchin ’ no 
colds, h e a r? ”

“ R o g e r , o ld  b o y ,”  S p a n g le r said. H e  w in k e d  
a t one o f his frie n d s . “ A s  fo r  y o u , I ’d  sa y, 
‘G et hot, brother!’  W e ll, I ’ ll  t r y  to  m a k e  it 
q u ic k .”

J i g g y  stared a t th e  faces a ro u n d  h im  a fte r 
th e  m a jo r h a d  gone to w a rd  the g y m  office.

“ G iv e  h im  b la ze s, J i g g y ,”  som eone said. 
“ S to p  p u llin g  y o u r  punches. G iv e  h im  the 
w o r k s  this tim e !”

“ Y e a h ,”  J i g g y  said, t r y in g  to  la u g h  w ith  
it . “ S u r e .”

H e  th o u g h t o f th e  m a n ’s p o w e r a n d  his 
y o u th , o f th e  sly w a y  h e  h a d  ca u g h t h im  
in to  th is , a n d  o f h is jib e , “ G et hot!”  R ig h t  
in  J i g g y ’s o w n  h o m e  g ro u n d s , to o —a n d  in 
fr o n t o f J i g g y ’s a rd e n t G I  a dm ire rs.

“ I ’ m  le ttin ’ th e m  d o w n , m o re ’n  m e ,”  he 
th o u g h t. “ A lt h o u g h  it  a in ’t  fit  fo r  a p ro  to 
get m a de  a m o n k e y  o f, a n y w a y . A  p ro  o u g h t 
to h a v e  s a v v y  to  g e t b y  o n , a n y w a y ! T h e  
n e rv e  o f th e  fe lla ! ‘G e t  h o t! ’ H u h !  W is h  I  
could  get h o t! B r o th e r , I  w is h  I  ju s t co u ld get 
so h o t th a t—th a t— ”

H e  b ro k e  o ff, his s c a r-frin g e d  eyes go in g 
sm a ll w it h  th e  idea th a t cam e to  h im .

“ B r o th e r , ju s t m a y b e , n o w — ”
“ H e y , J i g g y , slip o n  y o u r  s w e a t-s h irt and 

p a n ts ,”  B ig  J a y  said. “ O r  do y o u  w a n t to  call 
i t  here? I t ’s a d r a w , n o w . O n e  fa ll  apiece.”

J i g g y  w as a  so ld ie r a n d  h e  w as g o in g  to 
die  as a  soldier sh o u ld  w h e n  th e  ca ll comes 
— i n  b a ttle . H e  g rin n e d  c ro o k e d ly  a n d  w a v e d

a  h a n d  d e ris iv e ly .
“ G ’w a n ! Y ’e v e r seen m e  q u it  y e t? ”
“ N o p e ,”  B ig  J a y  said, his d a r k  eyes som 

b e r. “ A n ’ th e n  I  n e v e r sa w  a la d  c o u ld  w re stle  
lik e  S p a n g le r. H a v e  y o u ? ”

J i g g y  h a d . H e ’d  seen a ll th e  cham pions 
fo r  t h ir t y  ye a rs b a c k . O f  course, S p a n g le r 
w a s n ’t  th e re  y e t. B u t  th e n  S p a n g le r h a d  been 
fig h tin g  the w a r  fo r  th re e  ye a rs, e ve n  i f  he 
h a d  staye d  in  p r e tty  fa ir  shape.

“ P le n t y  of ’e m ,”  he said. “ L o o k , J a y —  
I ’m  g o in ’ b a c k  to  th e  d re ssin g -ro o m s a n d  
sho w e rs. I ’ l l  be b a c k  soon as y o u  send th e  
w o r d . L e t  m e k n o w  w h e n  the m a jo r is 
re a d y . O k a y ? ”

J i g g y ’s gang cheered u p  a t the seem ing 
confidence o f th e ir  c ha m pio n .

“ B r o th e r , w ill  this n e x t  go be a d i ll y ! "  one 
o f th e m  e x u lte d .

B u t  as h e  w e n t a w a y  a t his p e cu lia r r o ll
in g  g a it, J i g g y  w a s n o t so sure.

W H E N  w o r d  cam e, J i g g y  w as ju s t c o m 
in g  o u t o f th e  d re s s in g -ro o m , e n 

cased in  a G I  b la n k e t th a t he w o re  u p  o v e r 
his b a ld in g  h e a d . H e  lo o k e d  lik e  a w e ir d  
so rt o f m o n k — o r m a y b e  m o re  lik e  a p la in  
o r d in a r y  m o n k e y , so squ at w as he a n d  so 
com ical lo o k in g  w it h  o n ly  his face s h o w in g .

S p a n g le r g rin n e d  w h e n  th e  p ro  d ro p p e d  
his b la n k e t a n d  clim b e d th r o u g h  th e  ropes. 

“ O n e  m o re  fa ll , h u h ? ”
“ T h a t ’s it , fe lla ,”  J i g g y  n o d d e d . “ P o in ts  is 

o u t, o ’ course. B u t  th e m  collegiate w a y s  o’ 
y o u rs — o r th e  w id e -o p e n ? ”

“ W id e -o p e n ? ”  S p a n g le r echoed. “ O h !  Y o u  
m e a n , p ro fe ssio n a l-style ?  T h a t  p h o n y -lo o k 
in g  sho w  to  get th e  custom ers e xc ite d ? ”  H is  
g rin  w as h a rd . “ M a y b e  y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  I  
used to  p la y  fo o tb a ll, J i g g y ? ”

“ T h a t ’s o k a y ,”  J i g g y  g ru n te d . H e  reasoned 
he m ig h t as w e ll be k ic k e d  o u t o f his o w n  
r in g  as be m a de  a m o n k e y  inside i t . “ O k a y  
w it* m e , M a jo r . L e t ’s go, h a h ? ”

J i g g y  g rin n e d  a n d  w in k e d  a t J a y  a n d  slid 
his han ds o u t fo r  a m uscle g rip . S p a n g le r 
jo in e d  h im  in  th e  a rm -h o o d e d  h u d d le , b u t 
recoiled a m o m e n t la te r w h e n  J i g g y  d re w  
b a c k  his r o u n d  r ig h t fo re a rm  a n d  d e a lt th e  
m a jo r  a s tu n n in g  clip alongside th e  h e a d .

B e fo r e  th e  p o w e r fu l y o u n g s te r co u ld r e 
c o ve r, th e  p ro  la u n c h e d  h im s e lf in  a fe e t-firs t 
fly in g  tac kle  th a t k n o c k e d  th e  m a jo r o u t 
th r o u g h  th e  ropes.

T h e  c ro w d  w as a ro a rin g  sea o f faces w h e n  
S p a n g le r, h is eyes h a r d , b u t  a  g r in  o n  h is 
lip s, c lim b e d  b a c k  in  a n d  b e g a n  to  s ta lk  h is



• d v e r s a r y . H e  m a de  a fe in t a t a w a ist h o ld , 
•h ifte d  to  a p ic k -u p  th a t succeeded a n d  J i g g y  
w as d o w n  a g a in . S p a n g le r d ro p p e d  o n  his 
m a n  a n d  th r e w  w h a t w as in te n d e d  to  b e  a 
p u n is h in g  h a lf-n e ls o n .

H i s  face w as a m a sk in  in c re d u lity  w h e n  
J i g g y  slipped fr o m  his grasp a n d  cam e up 
fast to  g ive  th e  s till-k n e e lin g  m a jo r a b o o t 
in his s te m . T h e  c ro w d  shou ted in  glee w h e n  
J ig g y  fo llo w e d  u p  w it h  a n o th e r th a t flattened 
S p a n g le r. T h e n  th e  o ld  professional m ade a 
t a k e -o ff  th a t lan d e d  h im  w ith  a re so u nd in g 
crash on th e  m a jo r— a n d  w ith  ja r r in g  r e 
sults.

S p a n g le r fo u g h t b a ck g a m e ly , got a w ris t 
h o ld  a n d  lost it  again w h e n  J i g g y  sh o o k h im  
o ff w it h  the ease o f a c le ve r o p e n -fie ld  r u n n e r  
sending a c lu m sy ta c kie r sp in n in g .

T h e n  S p a n g le r w as ig n o rin g  J i g g y , w as 
ta lk in g  h e a te d ly to B ig  J a y — a n d  th e  referee 
w as w ip in g  a h a n d  on J i g g y ’s n o w -g lis te n in g  
b o d y , sm e llin g the sh in y coatin g th e  m a n ’s 
s k in  n o w  w o re , fe e lin g  of its te x tu r e  w ith  
his fingers.

“ O i l ,  m y  h a t!”  the th ir d  m a n  snapped. 
“ L e t ’s w re stle , h u h ? ”

“ I  can’t  h o ld  h im  n o  m o re ’n  an e e l!”  
S p a n g le r g ro w le d . B u t  th e n , a g ain , m a yb e  
I  can, to o !”

H e  charge d in , b o w le d  J i g g y  o v e r w ith  
a h e a d -b u tt  a n d  b o d y -s la m  a n d  g o t sm acked 
flat h im se lf b y  a n e a t d ro p  k ic k  w h e n  the 
d o w n e d  w re s tle r c a u g h t h im  co m in g in . 
J i g g y  re g a in e d  his fe e t a n d  th e n  S p a n g le r 
w a s in on h im , w as re ac hin g fo r  a m uscle 
gr ip -

B u t  instead o f the hands closing on the d e l
to id  m uscles fa r  u p  on th e  sh o u ld e r, he  trie d  
fo r  a g rip  in  J i g g y ’ s h a ir . H e  came a w a y  w ith  
a fe w  sparse h a irs in  his fin ge rs, b u t  he  d id n ’t 
com e a w a y  fa r . J i g g y , lik in g  th e  idea, fo u n d  
a p ro fu s io n  o f g r o w th  o n  th e  y o u n g e r m a n ’s 
head fo r  the same so rt o f h o ld .

T w o  vig o ro u s  y a n k s , fo llo w e d  b y  a fo re 
a r m  sm ash, sent th e  m a jo r re e lin g . A  f l y 
in g  tac kle  w as de va sta tin g  e n o u g h  to  send 
th e  ra n k in g  m a n  in  the r in g  o u t fo r  a n o th e r 
sortie a m o n g  th e  h o w lin g  spectators.

B u t  th e  gam e, if  d a ze d , m a jo r h a d  a n o th e r 
tr ic k  in  his a m ple  bag o f w re s tlin g  k n o w l
edge. H e  b a ttle d  J i g g y  to  a c o m e r , secured 
a w a ist h o ld  lo w  fr o m  th e  re a r a n d  a tte m p te d  
to  e xe cu te  a fa ll  b a c k , a m a n e u v e r th a t w o u ld  
b r in g  J i g g y  to  th e  m a t w it h  S p a n g le r still 
m a in ta in in g  a secure w a is t h o ld . B u t  to  do 
th e  m a n e u v e r p r o p e r ly , he  h a d  to  th r o w  his 
a d v e rs a ry  to  r ig h t o r  le ft as h e  w e n t.

JIGGY WAS
S p a n g le r g o t his w e ig h t starte d  b a c k  a n d  

J i g g y  came w it h  h im . B u t  w h e n  h e  trie d  to  
w re n c h  to  his r ig h t side, his a rm s slipped 
a n d  J i g g y  crashed ato p S p a n g le r w ith  a 
force th a t b r o u g h t th e  b re a th  oofing  o u t  o f 
the u n d e r m a n .

J i g g y  h a d  seen m a n y  a b o u t te rm in a te  in  
ju s t such a m isstep. B u t  S p a n g le r w as m ade 
o f s tu ff th a t d id n ’t  g ive  in th a t easily. H e  
ro lle d  q u ic k ly  to  his stom ach, t r y in g  to  get 
clear, b u t J i g g y  w as o n  h im , clam p in g on 
a p u n is h in g  to e -h o ld . T h e  m a n  grim ace d his 
p a in  w h e n  J i g g y  a p p lie d  p o w e r, p o u n d in g  th e  
m a t alongside his head w ith  clenched fists.

J i g g y  leaned close to the m a n ’s ear.
“ L i k e  y o u  w as nice to  m e , M a jo r , in  th ’ 

last fa ll  a n ’ d id n ’t  finish m e w h e n  y o u  could? 
M e , too! I  lik e  a sm a rt scrapper! W e  a in ’t  
all th ro u g h  y e t !”

H e  th r e w  a q u a rte r-n e ls o n  on his m a n , 
the n  spun h im  in to  th e  cle ar. B u t  J ig g y  
d id n ’ t  fo llo w  to his feet. S p a n g le r cam e cle ar, 
saw  his a d v e rs a ry  on th e  m a t a n d la u n ch e d  
h im se lf w ith  a y e ll o f ra g e  a n d  d e te rm in a 
tio n .

J i g g y  ro lle d  w ith  h im , cam e u p  u n d e r 
n e a th , le t th e  m a n  get a n e w  w a ist h o ld  an d 
th e n  d e lib e ra te ly ro c k e d  fr o m  side to  side 
u n til  S p a n g le r c o u ld n ’t  h o ld  o n  a n y  lo n g e r. 
B u t  the b ig  m a n  m ade a h ig h -b r id g e  w h e n  
J i g g y  trie d  to slam  h im  flat.

J I G G Y  s p a n ke d  his m id r iff  h a rd  w ith  
the fla t o f his h a n d  a n d  the b rid g e  re 

la x e d — b u t  o n ly  fo r  a m o m e n t.
T h e  n e x t tim e  the m a n  lifte d  on his heels 

a n d  the top o f his h e a d , J i g g y  d iv e d  u n d e r 
h im , g o t a g rip , a n d  came u p  in a w h ir lin g  
a irp la n e  spin. W h e n  he h a d  th e  p ro p e r m o 
m e n tu m , he tu rn e d  loose— a n d  S p a n g le r w as 
b a ttlin g  the ropes a gain . J i g g y  g rin n e d  w h e n  
he cam e h u r tlin g  b a c k , trie d  fu tile ly  fo r  a 
g rip , co u ld n ’ t  m a k e  it  stick.

J i g g y  to o k  the th ir d  a n d  fin a l fa ll w ith  
a R e a d  crotch fo llo w e d  b y  a tw is tin g  h a m - 
m e rlo c k .

H e  w as k in g  again as he clim b ed th ro u g h  
th e  ropes, g rin n in g  a t his G I s  a n d  his officers, 

“ N ic e  111’ w r e s tle r ,”  he  said. “ N ice  l il ’  
w re s tle r!”  W h ic h  w as m u c h  lik e  sa yin g  T h e  
B a b e  h a d  been a nice little  h itte r , o r th a t T y  
C o b b  stole a n  occasional base.

T h e n  he  re m e m b e re d  a n d  tu rn e d  to  M a jo r  
S p a n g le r, w h o  w as stan d in g  a p a rt w it h  his 
sm a ll g ro u p  o f ba cke rs.

“ H e y , S p o rt?  M a jo r ?  C ’m o n  in to  th e  d re s s - 
(Concluded on page 110)

A  SOLDIER 81



MOUND MASTER
By CLIFF W ALTERS

Several types of curves were puzzles to this southpaw 
hurler—but he had his own way of solving them!

T O M O R R O W  a t tw o  o ’clock s h a rp , C o r n  
B e lt  tim e , th e  lea d o ff m a n  fo r  the L o o p  
C i t y  L io n s  w ill  step in to  the b a tte r’s 

b o x . A n d  go d o w n  sw in g in g — w h o o sh , I  hope 
— a t th e  p o rt side pitches dished u p b y  m y  
s ix -fo o t  n e p h e w , “ L ig h t n in g ”  L e w  A in s w o r t h  
w h o ’s been tw ir lin g , d u rin g  his last th re e  
ye a rs  in  h ig h  school, fo r  th e  G r o v e v ille  
G r iz z lie s .

W h ic h  is w h y , to n ig h t, I ’m  all steam ed 
u p  lik e  th e  glass eye of the fa t g e n t in  the

T u r k is h  b a th . A ls o  w h y  I ’m  fre e ly  o ffe rin g  
a d vic e , w ith  gestures, to  m y  s ta lw a rt n e p h e w  
w h o , e v e r  since he w as tw e lv e  ye a rs o ld , has 
shared m y  b a ch e lo r residence, sam e b e in g  an 
upsta irs ro o m  in  M r s . H o g a n ’s B o a rd in g  
H o u s e . A  v e r y  q u ie t ro o m  in  th e  v e r y  q u ie t 
little  fa rm in g  to w n  o f G r o v e v ille , m iles a w a y  
fr o m  n o w h e re .

“ Su ppo se  y o u ’re  going to com e th ro u g h  
w ith  a change of pace,”  I ’m  sa yin g . “ W in d  u p  
lik e  y o u ’re  going to  fog one th ro u g h —lik e



MOUND MASTER
th is—”  I  cra cke d m y  h a n d  against th e  lig h t -  
fix tu r e  o ve rh e a d .

M y  e ig h te e n -y e a r -o ld  n e p h e w , w h o ’s 
sta n d in g  b y  th e  fr o n t w in d o w , grins.

“ E a s y , U n k ,”  h e  says. “ Y o u  n e a rly  sm ashed 
th a t lig h t b u lb . A  m in u te  ago, w h ir lin g  to 
p ic k  a r u n n e r  o ff firs t, y o u  n e a r ly  k n o c k e d  
th e  ta b le  o v e r . A  m in u te  be fo re  th a t, fie ld 
in g  an im a g in a ry  b u n t to w a rd  th e  p itc h e r’s 
m o u n d , y o u  n e a rly  ra m m e d  y o u r  b a ld  head 
th ro u g h  th e  bookcase.”  H is  g rin  broadens. 
“ S a v e  y o u r  stre n g th  a n d  b re a th . T h is  o n e - 
m a n  b a ll gam e y o u ’re  p la y in g  m ig h t go into  
e x tra  in n in g s .”

“ Y o u ’re  n o t p a y in g  a tte n tio n , a n y h o w ,”  I  
g ro w l, m y  p lu m p  face flushed fr o m  m y  e x e r 
tio n s, a n d  state o f m in d . “ T o m o r r o w  y o u ’re  
going to  p la y  th e  to u g h e st gam e o f y o u r  
life . W e ll, I  a d m ire  se lf-co n fid e nc e, b u t n o t 
sm ugness. I f  y o u  d o n ’t  w in  th a t gam e to 
m o r r o w —w e ll— ”

“ W h a t? ”  he says.
“ Y o u ’ ll be le ttin g  a ll o f G r o v e v ille  d o w n . 

N o t  o n ly  th a t, b u t  w e  b o th  e n jo y  re g u la r e a t
in g  a n d  a ro o f o v e r o u r heads. M r s . H o g a n  
m ig h t n o t lik e  it  i f  I  to ld  h e r I ’d  b e t m y  n e x t 
m o n th ’s p a y  check— th a t handsom e check the 
G r o v e v ille  H a r d w a r e  C o m p a n y  p a ys its star 
c le rk— ”

“ I  w is h  y o u  w o u ld n ’ t  h a ve  q u ite  so m u c h  
confidence in  m y  p itc h in g  a rm , U n k ,”  says 
L e w .

“ A n d  I  w is h  y o u ’d  stop g a w k in g  o u t th a t 
w in d o w  lik e  L i t t l e  W illie  W is h fu l w a itin g  
fo r  a glim pse of S a n ta  C la u s ,”  I  re to rte d , 
irk e d  b y  m y  o n ly  re la tiv e ’s a ttitu d e . “ I  d o n ’t  
lik e  th a t fa r a w a y  lo o k  in  y o u r  d re a m y  b lu e  
eyes to n ig h t. O r  th e  w a y  y o u ’v e  got y o u r  
golde n  h a ir  a ll slicked u p  an d— ”

J u s t  th e n  a car h o r n  outside h o n k s . L e w , 
p le n ty  agile w h e n  he  w a n ts  to  b e , rushes fo r  
file  d o o r. “ See y o u  la te r, y o u  o ld fu r n itu r e  
sm a sh e r,”  L e w  says. “T h e  gang’s h a v in g  
m a lte d  m ilk s  to n ig h t an d— ”

“ Y o u  get ho m e  a n d  get to  be d e a rly  to 
n ig h t o r I ’l l  b u n t the seat o f y o u r  p a n ts !”  I  
y e ll b a c k a t h im — ju s t as if  I  w e re  y o u n g  and 
u n fa t e n o u g h  to  d a re  t r y in g  such a tr ic k .

I  close th e  d o o r, w a lk  to  the w in d o w  an d 
w a tc h  a lo n g , sleek coupe d riv e  a w a y  fr o m  the 
c u rb . I t ’s a car I ’v e  n e v e r seen b e fo re . I ’m  
a little  p u zzle d  a n d  c u rio u s, b u t I ’m  also too 
n e rv o u s  to  re ad  a n d  r e la x . E n v y i n g  a h a n d 
som e, o rp h a n e d  k id  w h o ’s been lik e  a son 
to  m e fo r  th e  past s ix  ye a rs, I  ro a m  o v e r to  
th e  bookcase a n d  p ic k  u p a n  o ld  baseball. 
T h is  ho rse hid e , some fifte en  ye a rs ago, has 
been a u to g ra p h e d  personal fo r  m e  b y  B a b e  
R u t h .

I  cu dd le  th a t ba ll in  m y  le ft h a n d  a n d , 
m a k in g  m y s e lf belie ve  th a t th e  a d m irin g  eyes 
o f  a ll B a se b a ll F a n d o m  are o n  m y  e v e r y  
m o v e , a n d  th e  cheers o f th e  va s t an d s u n d ry  
m u ltitu d e  a re  rin g in g  in  m y  ears, I  w in d

u p  to  b la ze  one past a n  im a g in a ry  b a tte r.
B u t  I ’m  fo rg e ttin g  L e w  has p u t w a x  o n  

th a t o ld  o n io n  to  pre se rve  the c o ve r. I  com e 
d o w n  w it h  a n  o ve rh a n d  p itc h . T h e  b a ll slips 
o u t o f m y  h a n d — a n d  crash! R ig h t  th ro u g h  
the w in d o w !

M M E A V Y ,  p u rp o s e fu l steps so u n d on th e  
m  s ta irw a y . M r s . H o g a n , a sizable w o m a n , 
k n o c k s  a t m y  d o o r. A n d  w h e n  I  open it  
tim id ly , she says, “ W e ll, M r . E c k a r d — ”  S h e  
glances s te rn ly  a t th e  b ro k e n  glass an d con
tin u es. “ S o  y o u  d o n ’t  lik e  th e  o ld -fa s h io n e d  
w a y  of g e ttin g fre s h  a ir in to  a ro o m ?  Y o u  
k n o w , b y  ju s t ra isin g  th e  w in d o w . T h e y ’v e  
been d o in g  it  fo r  y e a rs .”

“ I  h a d  a little  accid e n t,”  I  te ll h e r , fe e lin g 
as cheap as a h a lf-m e lte d  ice cube in th e  
la n d  of th e  glaciers. “ B u t  I ’ ll replace th a t 
glass in  th e  m o r n in g .”

“ I ’m  su re  y o u  w i l l ,”  she a n sw e rs, a n d  
stom ps a w a y .

I  ta k e  m y  flashlight, go o u td o o rs, p r o w l 
a ro u n d  fo r  a h a lf a n  h o u r  on m y  knees in  
th e  lilac bushes a n d  fin d  th e  a u to g ra p h e d  
ba ll b e fo re  L e w  gets h o m e . Y e s , lon g  be fo re  
he gets h o m e .

I t ’s n e a r ly  thre e  o’clock o f th a t b e a u tifu lly  
m o o n lit m o rn in g  in  e a rly  J u n e  b e fo re  m y  
n e p h e w  comes tip to e in g  in to  th e  ro o m  a n d  
m akes ste a lth ily fo r  his bed.

“ W h e re  h a v e  y o u  been till  th is  disgusting 
h o u r? ”  I  b a r k , s u d d e n ly sittin g  u p  in  m y  o w n  
little  tru n d le  bed.

“ O u t — fo r  a little  r id e ,”  he says.
“ O u t  w h e re ? ”  I  b e llo w .
“ O h , in  th e  m o o n lig h t. I  m e t a g ir l n am e d 

R it a  S m ith  th e  o th e r d a y  a n d — ”  H e  stops 
as th e  o ld m a id  schoolteacher in  th e  a d jo in 
in g  ro o m  starts p o u n d in g  o n  th e  w a ll. “ B u t  
I ’l l  te ll y o u  a b o u t it  in  th e  m o r n in g .”

“ Y o u  w ill  n o t!”  I  s n o rt, d is g u s te d -lik e . 
“ Y o u ’ll sleep till  n o o n  to m o r ro w , y o u  J u n e -  
sm itten R o m e o . T h r e e  o’clock in  th e  m o r n 
in g . A  fine w a y  to  co n d itio n  y o u rs e lf fo r  
y o u r  p itc h in g  assign m e n t.”

I  go o n  a n d  o n , lik e  P o p  T e n n y s o n ’s ‘B r o o k ’ .
T h e  o ld m a id  schoolteacher raps s h a rp ly  

on th e  w a ll again , a n d  I  ro a r, “ W h a t are y o u  
t r y in g  to  do in  th e re , M iss M itc h n e r?  H a m 
m e r th a t w a ll w ith  y o u r  false te e th  till  y o u  
b re a k  ’e m ?”

A g a in  h e a v y , p u rp o s e fu l footsteps sou n d 
o n  the s ta irw a y . I  flo p back on th e  p illo w , 
o r  reasonable facsim ile th e re o f, a n d  w h isp e r 
to  L e w , “ Y e  gods! H o g a n ’s o n  the m a rc h  
a gain . D u c k  in  b e d  a n d  p re te n d  y o u ’re  
asleep!”

B u t  L e w  doesn’t  seem to  h e a r m y  w a r n 
in g , o r care a h o o t a b o u t M r s . H o g a n , la n d 
la d y . H e  ju s t sits th e re  on th e  edge o f his 
bed , sta rin g  a t th e  m o o n -s ilv e re d  w in d o w  
th ro u g h  w h ic h  I ’ v e  h u r le d  a w ild  p itc h .

S h o r t ly  a fte r n o o n  th e  n e x t  d a y —i t ’s F r i 
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d a y — o ld D a v e  C a v a n a u g h , th e  h a rd w a re  
de a le r, tells m e to loc k u p  th e  store. E v e r y 
b o d y ’s goin g to th e  b a ll gam e, so w h y  n o t 
us?

I  d o n ’t  r e q u i r e  c o a x i n g .  T w o  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  
I ’ m  o u t o n  M a in  S tre e t w h e re  visito rs fro m  
L o o p  C i t y  a re  chasing a ro u n d  in  b u n tin g 
decorated cars.

“ P o o r  o ld G r a v e v ille , villa g e  o f the dead. 
W h e n  the b a ll gam e’s o v e r, w e ’ll be ahead !”  
is w h a t th e y ’re  ye llin g .

“ L is te n  to  th e m  sm arties!”  g ro w ls o ld 
w h ite -h a ir e d  D a v e  C a v a n a u g h , w h o ’s fo l
lo w e d  m e o u t o f the store. “ W a it till  L e w  
starts zip p in g  his fast ones past th e m  L o o p  
C i t y  bo ys. B y  the w a y , w h e re  is L e w ?  
W a s n ’t  he go in g to  eat lu n ch  w ith  y o u ? ”

“ Y e a h ,”  I  a n sw e r, n e rv o u s ly . “ I f  h e ’s o u t 
ro m a n c in ’ a ro u n d  again , I ’l l-~ D id  w e  u n 
p a c k th a t shipm en t o f n e w  sledge h am m e rs 
ye t? O r  m a yb e  ju s t a p ick han dle  m ig h t be 
ju s t as— ”

J u s t  th e n  a big re d  coupe p u lls u p  to  th e  
c u rb  an d L e w  steps o u t. “ G o o d b y e  fo r  ju st a 
little  w h ile , R it a  d e a r,”  he says to the d riv e r. 
“ I  prom ised U n k  I ’d  eat lu n c h  w it h  h im , 
othe rw ise  y o u  a n d  I — ”

“ C o m e  o n , y o u  lo v e -w o o z y  w a r t !”  I  b e l
lo w . “ F o r g e t  these s illy  belle games a n d  th in k  
a b o u t b a ll gam es! S to p  con cen tratin g o n  the 
w r o n g  k in d  o f curves a n d  w a k e  u p !”

“ T h a t ’s w h a t I  s a y ,”  calls J o h n  M c C la in e , 
.t h e  h ig h  school coach, w h o ’s also been search

in g  in  v a in  fo r  m y  n e p h e w .
B y  a q u a rte r a fte r tw o , th e  o ld gran dstan d 

a t tiie edge o f to w n  is packed to  its le a k y  
ro o f. E x c it e d  people are y e llin g  greetings. 
A ls o  p e a n u t shells are po p p in g  a n d  the ho m e  
te a m  is r u n n in g  o u t on the field.

“ B o o !”  ye lls a L o o p  C i t y  ro o te r, b y  w a y  
o f greetin g the G r o v e v ille  bo ys. “ L o o k  a t the 
w h ite  u n ifo rm s . M a d e  o u t o f flo u r sacks, no 
d o u b t, fr o m  the L o o p  C i t y  m ill!”

“ Q u ie t , y o u  D r o o p  C i t y  sap!”  I  h o lle r fro m  
m y  fr o n t r o w  seat. “ S to p  t r y in g  to a dvertise 
the flo u r m ill o v e r at th a t h ic k  h a m le t. W h o  
w a n ts  to  h e a r a b o u t D o g  B isc u it D e lig h t 
w h e n — ”

“ U n c le  B a ld y ! U n c le  B a ld y !”  h o o t the L o o p  
C i t y  fan s, w h ile  I  g r it  m y  te e th an d p re te n d  
to  ign ore m y  titte rin g  to rm e n to rs.

T h e  gam e starts. L e w  stands there o n  the 
m o u n d . A  b a tte r steps in to  the b o x . T h e  
stre tch , the pitch. A  fast one n ip p in g  the o u t
side corn er o f the plate an d sogging into  
catcher P e te  O ld r in g ’s glo ve .

A  y e ll fro m  the G r o v e v ille  ro o te rs. O n c e  
m o re  the stretch, the p itch . A  fast c u rv e  ball 
b re a k in g  s h a rp ly a w a y  fro m  the plate . A n d  
th e  L o o p  C i t y  b a tte r lo o k in g  ba d as he sw ings 
a n d  misses. A ls o  he n e a rly  falls d o w n .

F a i r l y  tw itc h in g  w ith  p rid e , I  y e ll lu s ty  
a p p ro v a l a t m y  p o rtsid e d n e p h e w  w h o , a fte r 
g e ttin g  his th ir d  p itc h  a  little  h ig h , comes

th ro u g h  w it h  a still fa ste r one th a t th e  b a tte r 
sw ings a t a n d  misses.

T h e  n e x t b a tte r is stepping in  w h e n  th e re ’s 
a co m m o tio n  am o n g th e  L o o p  C i t y  k id s  w h o  
are packed in  a solid, n o isy g ro u p  to  m y  le ft.

“ H e r e  she is, fo lk s !”  one o f th e m  ye lls . “ T h e  
belle o f baseball. G o rg e o u s , glam o ro u s little  
R it a ! ”

■  I K E  e v e ry b o d y  else, I  tu r n  to  lo o k  a t a 
" s t u n n i n g l y  p re tty  w h o , w ith  h e r d a rk  
h a ir , h e r b ig , G ip s y  eyes a n d  w h a t a shape, 
m akes m e  th in k  she m ig h t be a fu g itiv e  fro m  
a H o lly w o o d  stu dio. T h e n  I  notice th a t L e w ’s 
stopping to w a tc h  h e r, too. A ls o  th a t h e ’s 
w a v in g  a t h e r.

T h e  u m p ire  is b e llo w in g : “ P la y  b a ll!”
R it a — R it a . I  can he a r L e w ’s voice sayin g 

a g ain , “ G o o d b y e  fo r  ju s t a little  w h ile , R it a  
dear— ”

T h e n  I  fo rg e t the g la m o r g irl to  w a tc h  m y  
s ta lw a rt n e p h e w  b la ze  a n o th e r fast b a ll o v e r 
fo r  a called strike . W o r k in g  sm o o th ly , he 
m akes th e  b a tte r fo u l o u t to  the first b ase- 
m a n . T h e n  he w h iffs  the n e x t m a n  to  face 
h im  on three b e a u tifu l pitches. W h e re u p o n  I  
cro w  lu s tily  an d long.

L a n k y  W a y n e  S p u r r ie r — “ S pe e d”  S p u r r ie r  
th e y  call h im , takes the m o u n d  fo r  th e  L o o p  
C i t y  L io n s . T h e  a le rt, fo x y  son o f th e  L o o p  
C i t y  b a n k e r, W in th r o p  S p u r r ie r , is g o o d - 
lo o k in g . I ’m  also a fra id  he realizes it. H e  
also realizes th a t h e ’s possessed o f a good 
rig h t a rm .

N o w  th a t rig h t a rm  comes d o w n , an d a fast 
ba ll is o v e r th e  h e a rt of th e  plate fo r  a called 
s trik e  o n  R u s t y  G e b h a r d t, a s k in n y  fa rm e r 
lad  th a t’s h o m e ly  as a scarecrow , an d s e lf- 
conscious as a dachshund a b o u t to  tac kle  a 
r e v o lv in g  do o r. Y e t  h e ’s faster on his feet 
th a n  a p a n th e r-p u rs u e d  p ic k a n in n y , i f  there 
is such a th in g .

W h oo sh! T h e  fast one a gain . Restless R u s 
t y  lets it  go b y  fo r  a n o th e r called strik e . 
W h e re u p o n  I  get an idea a n d  y e ll, “ S w in g  at 
it, k id . I t  w o n ’ t cost a n y  m o re !”

T h e  n e x t pitc h  is a c u rv e . D u b io u s ly , 
R u s t y  takes a h a lf-h e a rte d  go a t it , a n d  th e  
ba ll connects w ith  th e  b a t to go tw is tin g  
c r a zily  o u t to w a rd  th e  p itc h e r, th e n  tu rn in g  
o ff in  the d ire ctio n  of th ir d  base.

Speed S p u r r ie r  has starte d fo r  th e  flu ke  
b u n t. N o w  the L o o p  C i t y  th ird  sacker takes 
o v e r the fie ld in g jo b . B u t  b y  the tim e he  gets 
th a t ba ll o v e r to  first, the G r o v e v ille  le a d - 
o ff m an is safe. D o  I  go berserk!

A  trifle  disgusted b y  th e  w a y  the first 
ru n n e r  has reached base, Speed S p u r r ie r  
bears d o w n , fans the n e x t tw o  b a tte rs, b u t 
n o t b e fo re  R u s t y , the ru n n e r , has stolen sec
o nd base.

T h e  fo u rth  m a n  u p  sw ings h a rd  a t the 
firs t p itc h , th e n  a t th e  second one. T h e n  he 
ra ps a  loo p in g single o u t to w a rd  le ft fie ld .



R u s t y ’s in  easily w it h  th e  first r u n , w h ile  I  
h a m m e r m y  p u d g y  knees a n d  a u d ib ly  glo at.

S p e e d  S p u r r ie r  scares th e  n e x t h itte r  u p  b y  
d u stin g  h im  o ff w it h  th e  firs t p itc h , th e n  he 
fans h im , th e re b y  re tirin g  the side.

L e w  takes th e  m o u n d  again , sm iles to w a r d  
g ip s y -e y e d  R it a  an d b u rn s  a fast strike  past 
th e  b a tte r.

“ O h  L e w  d e a r!”  chirps th e  sha pe ly g irl. 
“ H o w  fa st y o u  a re . B u t  y o u  d o n ’t  h a ve  to 
p ro v e  i t  to  m e a gain . N o t  a fte r I  w as o u t  w ith  
y o u  t il l  th re e  o ’clock this m o rn in g — in  the 
gloriou s m o o n lig h t. D o n ’t y o u  re m e m b e r, m y  
a d o ra b le , g o ld e n -h a ire d  one? D o n ’t  y o u  r e 
m e m b e r ta k in g  m e in  y o u r  b ig , stro ng a im s  
a n d  te llin g  m e  th a t I  w as y o u r  D o r o th y  L a -  
m o u r? ”

T h e  L o o p  C i t y  ro o te rs s h rie k  w it h  la u g h te r 
w h ile  L e w — a n d  I — stare a t th e  p r e tty  g irl. 
A  g irl w hose lo v e ly  n e ck I ’m  lon g in g  to  
to u c h , b u t  n o t g e n tly .

“ P l a y  b a ll!”  ro ars th e  old u m p ire .
L e w  w in d s  u p  a n d  pitches one d o w n  in  the 

d ir t.
“ W h y , L e w  d e a r!"  chirps th e  R it a  g irl. 

“ Y o u  sh o u ld n ’t  use a baseball fo r  a p lo w ! I f  
y o u ’re  going to  becom e th e  b ig  p itc h in g  star 
o f the m a jo r leagues— lik e  y o u  p ro m ise d  m e 
y o u  w o u ld  last n ig h t, o u t b y  ro m a n tic  M ille r ’s 
L a k e — ”

W e ll, to  m a k e  a p a in fu l s to ry sh o rt, b r u n 
ette R it a  s m ilin g ly , m e rcile ssly, u n d e rm in e s 
th e  n e rve s o f a  la d  w it h  a g re a t p itc h in g  a r m , 
a la d  w h o  ha sn ’t  h a d  o n e -th ir d  e n o u g h  sleep 
last n ig h t. I  le a rn  la te r, he  w as u p  e a rly  th a t 
m o rn in g  to  ke e p a date w ith  th e  g ip s y -e y e d  
little  siren w h o ’s n o w  p u b lic ly  a irin g  th e  
m o re  te n d e r details o f th e ir  last n ig h t’s 
tr y s t.

O h , it  a in ’t  o n ly  because L e w ’s m y  n e p h e w  
th a t I ’m  b o ilin g  o v e r till  I  can’ t  ta lk . I t ’s b e 
cause R i t a ’ s p u llin g  a sh a b b y t r ic k  to  h e lp 
w in  a b a ll gam e fo r  L o o p  C i t y  w h e re , I  also 
le a rn  la te r, h e r ric h  fa th e r has ju s t b o u g h t a 
flo u r m ill.

I t ’s p itifu l to w itn ess the w a y  L e w  begins 
to  cra ck u p . H e ’ s gam e e n o u gh to  t r y  w e a th 
e rin g  th e  s to rm . B u t  his fast ones are w ild . 
H is  c o n tro l is go n e . H e  w a lk s  tw o  m e n , 
gives u p  tw o  h its  w h e n  h e  has to  th r o w  a 
n o th in g  b a ll, ju s t to  get it o v e r.

T h e n , w it h  R it a  s till r a zz in g  h im , he  is 
ta k e n  o u t o f th e  gam e. Jo e  L a t h r o p , n o t 
m u c h  o f a p itc h e r, goes in  to lose th e  gam e to  
L o o p  C i t y  b y  a score o f n in e  to  th re e .

S ic k  a t h e a rt, I  le a ve  the stan d be fo re  the 
gam e ends. L e a v e  w it h  th e  L o o p  C i t y  rooters 
h o o tin g , “ W h a t’ s th e  m a tte r, U n c le  B a ld y ?  
C a n ’t  y o u  ta k e  it? ”

W H E N  I  get h o m e , L e w ’s sittin g  b y  the 
w in d o w . I  strid e  to w a r d  h im  a n d  g r o w l, 

“ L is t e n , y o u  lo v e s ic k  la u g h in g  stock! T h e  
n e x t tim e  y o u  le t som e g ip s y -e y e d  little  g y p

MOUND
m a k e  a fo o l o u t o f y o u — an d m e— a n d  G r o v e -  
ville — ”

“ I  d id n ’t  k n o w  she w as a cheap little  
doublecrosser, a s p y in  o u r c a m p ,”  he a n 
sw ers n u m b ly . “ I  d id n ’t  k n o w  she w as Speed 
S p u r r ie r ’s n e w  g ir l, a n d  w as p ra c tic a lly  e n 
gaged to  h im  before she e ve r m o v e d  to L o o p  
C i t y . I  still d o n ’ t s a v v y  h o w  she c o u ld  seem 
so sw e e t, a n d  th e n — ”

“ Y o u ’ ve  le a rn e d  som ethin g the h a rd  w a y ,”  
I  a n sw e r. “ B u t  if  th e  p ill ’s b itte r , re m e m b e r 
i t  a in ’t  as fa ta l as a dose o f arsenic. S o  d o n ’ t 
lo o k  so green  a ro u n d  th e  gills, k id . T im e ’ll 
p ro v e  th a t n e ith e r y o u r  h e a rt n o r y o u r  good 
le ft pitc h in g  a rm  is b ro k e n . N o w , shed those 
baseball du ds a n d  le t’s— ”

B e a u  T r u m b a ll, a d a p p e r y o u n g  ge n t w hose 
dad o w n s th e  local n e w sp a p e r, th e  G r o v e -  
v ille  W e e k ly , barges in to  the ro o m . “ W e ll, 
M r . A in s w o r th , if— ”  he starts to  say.

“ O u t , B e a u !”  I  r e m a r k , p o in tin g  to  the 
d o o r. “ I f  y o u  th in k  y o u ’re  going n e w s -g a th 
e rin g  in  here— ”

“ I ’m  here to  impart som e n e w s ,”  he a n 
sw ers s h a rp ly , a n d eyes L e w . “ I  h a d  th e  
scene a ll set fo r  a nice s to ry  to d a y . A n d  
h e re ’s a little  secret. I  h a d  a scout fr o m  th e  
best te a m  in  a ll the m in o r leagues in  th a t 
old g ra n d stan d  to d a y! I  th o u g h t y o u ’d  am aze 
an d in trig u e  h im , L e w , w h ile  the k n o w le d g e  
of his presence w a s n ’t  m a k in g  y o u  n e rvo u s .

“ T h e n  R it a  S m ith  b e ga n  b a itin g  y o u , an d 
y o u  fo ld e d  u p  lik e  g ra n d m a ’s s ilk  parasol. I  
w as as su rp rise d  a n d  disappointed as e v e r y 
b o d y  else in  to w n . T h e  scout w as disgusted. 
E v e n  w a n te d  m e  to  p a y  fo r  his w ild  goose 
chase o v e r h e re ,”

“ B a ll— scout?”  L e w  chokes.
“ E x a c t l y ! ”  comes b a c k y o u n g  T r u m b a ll. 

“ B u t  y o u  can fo rg e t a b o u t h im  a n d  a p itch in g  
career. L i k e  G r o v e v ille  can fo rg e t y o u !”  H e  
m a ke s his e x it , a n d  slams th e  d o o r a fte r 
h im , b y  w a y  of a p e riod .

W it h  th a t in fo rm a tio n  b e a tin g h im  d o w n  
to  a n e w  lo w , L e w  says fin a lly , “ I ’m  g e ttin g 
o u t o f th is  t o w n .”

“ N o , y o u ’re  n o t ,”  I  te ll h im . “ W e  d o n ’t  
h a ve  m o n e y  e n o u g h  to  m o ve  on r ig h t n o w . 
B esides, y o u  p ro m ise d  m y  boss y o u ’d  w o r k  
fo r  h im  th is su m m e r. B e  service m a n  fo r  
tracto rs a n d attachm en ts. Y o u ’ v e  got a k n a c k  
fo r  th a t w o r k , a n d  w e  need the m o n e y .”

W e ll, tru e  to  his w o r d , L e w  w o rk s  a ll th a t 
s u m m e r fo r  the G r o v e v ille  H a r d w a r e  & Im 
p le m e n t C o m p a n y . H e  w o n ’t  to u c h  a base
ba ll th o u g h , n o t e ve n  to  p la y  catch. W h e n  he  
a in ’t  w o r k in g , he ju s t loafs. P r e t t y  soon th e y  
h a n g  it  o n  h im — th e  n ic k n a m e  o f L a z y  L e w .

I  t r y , b y  e v e r y  k n o w n  m e th o d , to  m a ke  h im  
snap o u t o f his le th a rg y . B u t  i t  seems th e  
h e a rt w as y a n k e d  o u t o f h im  th e  d a y  of th a t 
d ia m o n d  debacle. H e ’s got no m o re  snap th a n  
a  p a ir  o f cast iro n  suspenders.

A t  tim e s h e  ta lk s  a b o u t le a vin g  G r o v e v ille ,
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b u t th a t’s one th in g  I  w o n ’ t  stand fo r — an 
ign oble re tre a t fro m  the tireless tongues of 
local gossips. A t  o th e r tim es, I  feel lik e  le t
tin g  h im  r u n  if h e ’ll  o n ly  ta k e  m e w ith  
h im .

E a r l y  O c to b e r rolls a ro u n d . I  go o u t to  the 
re p a ir shop a n d  te ll L e w  th a t th e  boss an d I  
w a n t h im  to come in  th e  store a n d listen, 
w ith  a b u n ch  o f to w n  idle rs, to the W o rld  
S eries broadcast. N o  n o , he w o n ’t  do it.

“ W h y  n o t? ”  I  e xplo d e . “ B e fo re  this ye a r, 
I  co u ld n ’t h a ve  dragged y o u  a w a y  fr o m  a 
S eries broadcast w ith  a team  of m ules. 
A  d o n k e y ’s stro n g e r th a n  y o u , an d ju s t as 
s tu b b o rn . W h y  w o n ’t y o u — ”

“ T w o  reasons,”  he says. “ I  d o n ’t w a n t to 
b e  present a t a g a th e rin g  o f baseball fans. 
P e rh a p s  I ’m  en do w e d w ith  the d o n k e y ’s 
stubbornness, b u t n o t his thickness o f hide. 
R ea so n  tw o  is, th a t I ’m  d riv in g  m y  ja lo p y  out 
in  th e  c o u n try . I ’m  going to re p a ir a tra c to r 
b e lo n gin g to B a tc h  P a rm a le e , a n e w  fa rm e r 
o ve r b y  D u c k  L a k e . I  m ig h t n o t be back fo r 
a  couple o f d a y s .”  H e  reaches in  his pocket. 
“ H e r e ’s th a t m o n e y y o u  lost on th e  ball 
gam e, U n k . I ’ v e  been saving u p .”

“ H o ld  o n , k i d ,”  I  te ll h im . “ T h a t  b a ll gam e’s 
a lre a d y cost y o u  w a y  too m u c h . I  can’ t 
take_”

“ Y o u ’d  b e tte r, U n k .”
“ A r e  y o u  ru n n in g  a w a y —fo r  good?”  I  

ask.
“ N o p e . I ’ll  be b a c k ,”  he says. A n d  his blue 

eyes, calm  a n d  u n w a v e rin g , tells m e he 
m eans it.

L e w  is gone fo r  th re e  days, and seems 
h a p p ie r w h e n  he comes ba ck. H e  likes this 
n e w  fa rm e r, B a tc h  P a rm a le e , w h o ’s in v ite d  
h im  to  com e ba ck a n d v is it w h e n e v e r he  can. 
D u r in g  the b e a u tifu l, m ild  fa ll, L e w  spends 
a b o u t a ll his spare tim e  o v e r b y  D u c k  L a k e .
I  miss th e  k id  a lot.

B u t  I  d o n ’t  s q u a w k  a b o u t his absence. 
F a r m e r  P a rm a le e , o r m a yb e  ju s t be in g a w a y 
fr o m  G r o v e v ille , is good fo r  L e w . H e  h a s . 
m o re  pep. H e  a c tu a lly  smiles once in  a w h ile  
a gain . T h e n  a n o th e r situ a tio n  arises fast 
e nough to  m a ke  m y  hairless head spin. M y  
boss, old D a v e  C a v a n a u g h , decides to re tire  
fr o m  business an d sell o u t his store. W h ic h  
h e  does.

T R O  Y O U  w a n t to  k n o w  the b u y e r?  T h e  
W id o w  S m ith  fr o m  L o o p  C ity !  Ye ssire e , 

th e  m o th e r o f g ip s y -e y e d  R it a  S m ith  w h o  
blasted L e w ’s baseball hopes in to  the slough 
o f despond. R it a ’s fa th e r has died re c e n tly , 
le a vin g  o n ly  a fe w  th o u sa n d  dollars to  his 
w id o w  an d d a u g h te r. M r s . S m ith , w h o  had 
w o r k e d  fo r  a h a rd w a re  a n d  im p le m e n t com 
p a n y  be fo re  she w as m a rrie d , w a n ts  to  in 
ve st h e r m o n e y  in  a business w ith  w h ic h  she’s 
fa m ilia r.

A  q u ie t, n ic e -lo o k in g  w o m a n , she w a n ts to

k n o w  i f  I ’ l l  ke e p on w o r k in g  fo r  h e r. I  w ill— 
a t least u n til  I  can save u p  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to  
lea ve  to w n . B u t  w h e n  she p u ts th a t same 
question to L e w , he a n sw e rs, “ I ’d  tie  a c ra n k 
sha ft a ro u n d  m y  n e ck a n d  step o u t o f a boat 
in to  D u c k  L a k e  before I ’d  w o r k  fo r the n o 
account S m ith  fa m ily .”  H is  eyes flash lik e  
blu e  sw ords.

“ C a n ’t  w e  fo rg e t the past, L e w ? ”  says M r s . 
S m ith . “ I  th o u g h t o f p u ttin g  in a line of 
sp o rtin g  goods n e x t S p rin g . A n d  if I  ha d 
som eone to  stim u la te  inte re st in  baseball— 
som eone lik e  y o u —”

“ N o  m a tte r w h a t I  say, y o u ’re still be tte r 
at in su ltin g  th a n  I  a m ,”  he re to rts  sa va ge ly. 
“ I  hope y o u  go so b ro k e  in  this store, b u t  
fast, th a t y o u r  doublecrossing d a u g h te r’ll 
h a ve  to w e a r stra ig h t h a ir  a n d  s e co n d -h a n d  
slacks fo r the rest o f h e r life .”

A s  tears gather in  M r s . S m ith ’s b r o w n  
eyes, I  glare at m y  w r o u g h t-u p  n e p h e w  a n d  
g r o w l, “ N o w  th a t y o u ’ve  show ed M r s . S m ith  
w h a t a polished, c h iva lro u s little  g e n tle m a n  
I ’v e  m ade o f y o u , M r . A in s w o r t h , m a y  I  re 
m in d  y o u  th a t it  w as n o t R it a  S m ith ’s m o th e r 
w h o  m ade a m o o n lig h t m o n k e y  o f y o u ?  Y o u  
a pologize to h e r o r I ’ ll—”

“ S o r r y , M r s . S m ith ,”  he says b itte r ly , m o re  
d istu rb e d  b y  th e  w o m a n ’s tears th a n  b y  m y  
th re a te n in g  m a n n e r. “ T h e r e ’s n o  reason w h y  
th e  sins o f the cheap little  d a u g h te r should 
be visited u p o n  the m o th e r.”

H e  tu rn s  a w a y .
“ W h e re  are  y o u  going?”  I  ask h im .
“ T o  ga the r u p  m y  tools. T h e n  I ’m  m o v in g  

o u t to B a tc h  P a rm a le e ’s fa rm . F u r th e r m o r e , 
n o b o d y ’s stopping m e .”

D u r in g  this exchange o f blow s to  the h e a rt, 
g ip s y -e y e d  R it a  a n d  h e r ta ll escort, S peed 
S p u r r ie r , th e  w e a lth y , ath le tic p rid e  o f L o o p  
C i t y , e n te r th e  store.

Y o u n g  S p u r r ie r  says to  L e w , “ D o n ’t  r u n  
off an d h id e  again, A in s w o r th . T h e  S m ith s  
re a lly  feel s o rry  fo r y o u ."

“ Q u ie t , W a y n e !”  says R it a  fir m ly .
“ N o w  th e y  can fe e l s o rry  fo r  y o u , M r . 

S p u rio u s !”  says L e w . A n d  m o ve s to w a rd  
the L o o p  C i t y  L o th a r io .

“ S o  y o u  th in k  y o u ’re  b e tte r a t th e  sport 
o f fisticuffs th a n  a t baseball?”  y o u n g  S p u r 
r ie r  says. “ W e ll, he re ’s w h e re  I  sho w  y o u  
th a t— ”

H e  m akes a q u ic k  t r y  fo r a p u n c h  to  L e w ’ s 
g rim -s e t chin. T h a t  p u n c h  b a re ly  graze s the 
m a r k . T h e n —w ho o sh! T h a t  le ft fist o f L e w ’s 
w in gs u p  lik e  a shot. H a r d  kn u c kle s cra ck to 
S p u r r ie r ’s n o n e -to o -fir m  c h in . D o w n  he 
goes, m o p p in g  the flo o r w ith  his n a tty  p in 
stripe  su it as he skids against the a x e -h a n d le  
ra c k.

W h ir lin g  to  face R it a , a n d  lo o k in g  lik e  he  
m ig h t ta k e  a s w in g  a t h e r, L e w  says, “ T h a t  
r a th e r su rp rise d  y o u , d id n ’t  i t , M iss S m ith ? ”

“ Y e s ,”  she says, n e v e r b a ttin g  a lu s tro u s ,



d a r k  e ye . “ I ’d  b e e n  m is in fo rm e d  a b o u t th e  
y o u n g  naan h a v in g  n o  s p u n k . M e r e  ru m o rs  I  
d a re  s a y .”

L e w  g la re s , tu rn s  a w a y  w h ile  M r s . S m ith  
a n d  I  ta k e  m easures to  r e v iv e  a c o c k y son o f 
a b a n k e r  w h o se  m e a su re  has ju s t b e e n  ta k e n .

I f  G r o v e v ille , w it h  L e w  g o n e , m a ke s m e  
fe e l as a ll alon e f o r  a w h ile  as a p o la r b e a r 
i n  P a n a m a , th e re ’s som e com pe n satio n . T h e  
W id o w  S m ith , a c o m p e te n t, le v e l-h e a d e d  
w o m a n , is generous e n o u g h  to  u p  m y  s a la ry , 
as w e ll as tru s tin g  e n o u g h  to  m a k e  m e  m a n a 
g e r o f th e  store. S h e  isn ’t  a fra id  o f w o r k , 
e ith e r. N o r  is gla m o ro u s little  R it a  w h o , 
a tte n d in g  business college in  a big to w n , 
comes h o m e  d u r in g  w e e ke n d s.

P r e ju d ic e d  a gain st th a t t r im  little  b r u n 
e tte  as I  a m , w h a t I  o bje ct to  m o st is th a t 
w h e n  she’s h e lp in g  o u t in  th e  store S a tu r 
days— a n d  d o in g  a q u ie t, efficient jo b  o f it—  
is th e  fa c t th a t W a y n e  S p u r r ie r  is also h a n g 
in g  a ro u n d . T r y i n g , b e tw e e n  cu stom ers, he 
is, to  m a k e  lo v e  to  th e  g ir l.

I ’m  u n p a c k in g  a  b u n c h  o f baseball e q u ip 
m e n t, g lo ve s, u n ifo rm s  a n d  ba ts, o n  a b r ig h t 
S a tu r d a y  m o r n in g  in  m i d - A p r i l  w h e n  S p e e d  
S p u r r ie r , lo o k in g  fo r  R it a , en te rs th e  store.

“ H o w d y , H a irle s s !”  th e  s m a rt A l e c k  says, 
“ Y o u ’d  b e tte r p a c k  th a t s tu ff u p  again  a n d  
sh ip  i t  b a c k . D o n ’t  y o u  re m e m b e r?  I  to o k  
th e  baseball s p irit o u t o f th is  h ic k  to w n  last 
J u n e ?  A n d , w it h  R i t a ’s able  assistance, 
tu rn e d  a  b a ll gam e in to  a r o u t. A ls o  I  t in n e d  
y o u r  b e lo ve d  n e p h e w  in to  th e  H a n d s o m e  
H e r m i t  o f D u c k  L a k e .”  H e  la u g h s, so u n d in g  
lik e  a r o c k  c ru sh e r.

“ G e t  o u t o f h e re , y o u  g a b b y  g h o u l,”  I  a n 
s w e r. “ C r a w l  b a c k  u n d e r a m u d d y  b o u ld e r, 
w it h  th e  o th e r fish b a it, a n d  t r y  to  re m e m b e r 
th a t L e w  s h u t y o u  u p  w it h  a le ft—■”

‘ T  d o  re m e m b e r,”  he  g ro w ls . T h e n , te m 
p e r  g e ttin g  a w a y  fr o m  h im , he  stings m e  
across th e  face w it h  a  m ig h ty  slap fr o m  h is 
p itc h in g  p a w . F a t ,  f o r t y  a n d  fu r io u s , I  t r y  to  
h it  b a c k . B u t  h e ’s to o  y o u n g  a n d  fa s t  H e  
pops a  jo ltin g  r ig h t to  m y  m o u th  a n d  I  n e a r ly  
go d o w n .

“ W a y n e ! Y o u  c o w a rd ly — ”  scream s R it a  
w h o ’s w it h  h e r m o th e r u p  in  th e  little  office 
o n  th e  m e zza n in e . D o w n s ta irs  she flies, 
eyes b la zin g , to  g ra b  u p  a n e w  h a m m e r.

YO U N G  W A Y N E  S P U R R I E R ,  th e  b a n k e r ’s 
son re tre a ts to w a r d  th e  fr o n t d o o r. R it a  

h u rls  accusations—n o t to  m e n tio n  a h a m m e r 
th a t doesn’t  miss fa r , a t h im . H e ’s tu r n in g  to  
go o u t th e  d o o r, w h e n  w h o  s h o u ld  b e  the re " 
b u t  L e w  A in s w o r t h  w h o , e v e r y  S a tu r d a y , 
d riv e s  th e  P a rm a le e  p ic k -u p  tr u c k  to  to w n  
fo r  supplies.

L e w  loo ks a t m e , th e n  a t S p u r r ie r . T h e n , 
to o th  a n d  n a il, those y o u n g  gents go a t each 
o th e r . I ’m  a little  to o  n u m b e d  to  see e v e r y  
b lo w  th a t’s s tru c k . B u t  I  k n o w  t h a t i n  a b o u t

MOUND
tw o  m in ute s—m a y b e  th re e — W a y n e  S p u r r ie r , 
b a ttlin g  lik e  a c o rn e re d  w ild c a t, is ta k in g  a 
b e a tin g  th a t b rin g s  y e lls  o f d e lig h t fr o m  th e  
g a th e rin g  to w n s fo lk .

H is  eyes are  b a tte re d  a n d  sw e llin g , his 
lo w e r l ip ’s h a n g in g  a t h a lf-m a s t. H is  lo n g , 
p o in te d  nose is p u ffe d  a n d  tw is te d , besides 
h e ’s s h y  tw o  fr o n t te e th . A t  last, a b it  m ussed 
u p  he lan ds o n  th e  b a c k  o f his n e ck o u t th e re  
in  th e  g u tte r.

“ G o o d  fo r  y o u , L e w ! ”  cries R it a .
C o ld ly  he  loo ks a t h e r.
“ I f  y o u  w e re  m o re  allergic to  ra ts ,”  h e  says, 

“ a n d  less im pressed w it h  th e ir  w e a lth , m y  
u n cle  w o u ld n ’t be exposed to  th a t.”  H e  p o in ts 
to  m y  d rip p in g  m o u th . “ C o m e  o n , U n k , L e t ’s 
go o v e r  to  th e  r o o m  a n d  g e t y o u  a  clean 
s h ir t.”

“ N o t  till  y o u  a p o lo g ize  to  R i t a ! ”  I  te ll h im . 
“ D o n ’t  b la m e  h e r because I  g o t p u n c h e d . I f  
y o u ’d  seen h e r s ta rtin g  a fte r S p u r r ie r  w it h  
th a t h a m m e r— ”

“ W a s  she r e a lly  t r y in g  to  h e lp  y o u , o r  w a s 
she ju s t p u ttin g  o n  a n o th e r one o f h e r acts?”  
L e w  cu t in .

“ Y o u ’re  a g ru d g e -b e a rin g  h e e l!”  R it a  says 
to  h im  fie rc e ly. “ Y o u  can’t  fo rg e t, a n d  y o u  
w o n ’t  fo r g iv e .”

“ Y o u ’re  r ig h t, R i t a ! ”  I  te ll h e r.
“ W h o s e  b re a d  I  e a t, h e r song I  s in g ,”  says 

L e w  b it te r ly . H e  w a lk s  a w a y , h is o w n  s h irt 
co ve re d  w it h  b lo o d . A l l  on a cco u nt o f m e .

W e ll , b e fo re  a n o th e r w e e k  has gone b y , 
y o u n g , en ergetic B e a u  T r u m b a ll , o f th e  
G r o v e v ille  W e e k ly , a n d  I  a re  g e ttin g  a  b a ll 
clu b  to g e th e r. T h e n  w e  get a  b re a k .

T h e  state starts b u ild in g  a n e w  h ig h w a y  
b rid g e  o v e r  G r o v e  R i v e r . O u t  o f th e  co n 
s tru c tio n  c re w  th a t m o ve s in , B e a u  a n d  I  
fin d  a  h a lf-d o z e n  re a l baseball p la y e rs . A  
la n k y  firs t ba se m a n , a fa s t-fo o te d  sh o rtsto p , 
tw o  field ers th a t can p o u n d  th e  p e lle t, a  
sw e ll catche r a n d  a p itc h e r w h o , a lth o u g h  
h e ’s a little  o ld  n o w , can r e a lly  tw is t ’em .

Y o u  o u g h t to  see th e  w a y  th a t h u r le r , R e d  
M o ffitt , w h iffs  th e  b a tte rs  o n  th e  h ig h  school 
te a m . I n  a gam e w it h  th e m  w e  w in  seven  
to  n o th in g . T h e r e ’s o n ly  one fly  in  th e  o in t
m e n t as fa r  as I ’m  concerned. A l l  too o fte n  
w h e n  I ’m  w a tc h in g  th e  s to c k y r ig h t-h a n d e r , 
R e d  M o ffitt , o u t th e re  o n  th e  m o u n d , I  t h in k  
o f a  ta lle r , y o u n g e r  s o u th p a w . I  t h in k  o f a 
k id  th a t cra cke d  u p  one d a y , a n d  le ft a p a rt 
o f his h e a rt b u rie d  u n d e r  th a t m o u n d  o u t 
th e re  o n  th e  G r o v e v ille  d ia m o n d . A  k i d  I  
h a v e n ’t  seen since h e  k n u c k le -b la s te d  y o u n g  
S p u r r ie r  th a t d a y  s ix  w e e ks ago.

A f t e r  ta k in g  th e  h ig h  school te a m , w e  p la y  
a stro n g e r te a m  o v e r a t C e n te rto n — a n d  w a l
lo p  th e m  e ig h t to  th re e . T h e n  w e  ta k e  a s till 
s tro n g e r te a m , th e  E lm p o r t  P ir a te s , in to  
ca m p b y  a  score o f th re e  to  one. A n d  G r o v e 
v ille , g rip p e d  b y  baseball fe v e r.

T h e n  com es a challe n ge  issued b y  th e  cap
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ta in  o f th e  L o o p  C i t y  team — S pe e d S p u r r ie r . 
H e  n o t o n ly  challenges us—he u p  a n d  dares 
u s to  m e e t h im  a n d  his te am . F u r th e r m o r e  
w o u ld n ’t  w e  lik e  to  place a fe w  bets?

“ S u r e  w e ’ll  p la y  ’e m !”  I  y e ll a t B e a u  T r u m -  
b a ll. “ I ’ ll  b e t m y  n e x t  m o n th ’s sa la ry th a t 
we beat e m !”

“ Y o u  w ill  not  b e t,”  says B e a u  g r im ly . 
“ I  get a ro u n d  a little . I ’ v e  ju s t h e a rd  th a t 
the L o o p  C i t y  te a m , sponsored b y  S p e e d ’s 
b a n k e r p a p a , has been im p o rtin g  som e fa n c y 
b a ll p la y e rs. T h e  S p u rrie rs  in te n d  to go on to 
w in  the cham pion ship o f th e  so u th e rn  h a lf of 
th is  gre at s tate !”

I  b lin k , th e n  g r o w l, “ I  d o n ’t  g ive  a ho o t. 
I ’l l  b e t m y — ”

“ T h e  o n ly  sa la ry y o u  e ve r ha ve — n e x t 
m o n th ’s ,”  B e a u  says. “ A l l  rig h t. R is k  in  
haste a n d  re p e n t a t leisu re , U n k .”

T h e  m o rn in g  before th a t gam e finds m e 
jit t e r y  as a w ild  ze b ra  g e ttin g a w h iff  o f the 
a ppro a chin g L o o p  C i t y  L io n s . I ’m  t r y in g  to 
w o r k  in  th e  store th a t S a tu r d a y  m o rn in g . 
B u t  w h e n  a cu sto m e r comes in  a n d  asks fo r 
a  w h e tsto n e , I  w ra p  u p  a m o n k e y  w re n c h  
a n d  charge h im  fo r  a rip  saw . W h e re u p o n  
R i t a , comes u p , smiles a n d  says, “ R u n  along 
U n k . M o m  a n d  I  can ta k e  care of th e  store till 
w e  close a t n o o n — fo r the b a ll gam e. T r y  to be 
ca lm  a n d  collected.”

“ B e  ca lm  a n d  collect, m y  d e a r,”  I  a n sw e r, 
th in k in g  o f th e  n e x t tw o  m o n th s’ sa la ry I ’ve 
w a n to n ly  w ag e re d .

G a m e  tim e . T h e  o ld g ra n d sta n d ’s packed. 
A n o t h e r  fiv e  h u n d re d  people are  sittin g  on 
baskets o r b o xe s, o r ju s t fid g e tin g  a ro u n d  on 
th e ir  feet. R e d  M o ffitt ’s ta k in g  his w a r m u p  
pitches, a n d  the L o o p  C i t y  ro o te rs are a l
re a d y  b e g in n in g  to  h o o t a n d  heckle.

B a tte r  u p !
T h e  L o o p  C i t y  le a d -o ff m a n , a w e ll-e x p e 

rie n ce d  im p o rt fr o m  a b ig g e r to w n , cracks 
a sharp g ro u n d e r th a t loo ks lik e  a h it , b u t 
B o u n c e  C ris s ic k , o u r sho rtsto p , spears it an d 
w h ip s  it  to  first. O n e  o u t! T h e  fa n s scream . 
I  bre a th e  again.

R e d  M o ffitt  loops a c u rv e  b a ll in . T h e  
b a tte r sw in gs, misses. T h e n  he fo u ls o u t to 
th e  firs t basem an o n  th e  n e x t p itc h , w h ic h  
is a fast one. T h e  n e x t m a n  u p  is o u t on a 
called th ir d  strike — a n d  gets to u g h  w ith  
the plate u m p ire . T h e  G r o v e v ille  fans boo 
the beefing b a tte r.

C J  P E E D  S P U R R I E R  takes the m o u n d . A n d  
^  do th e  G r o v e v ille  b u n c h  start recallin g 
his fistic prow ess! T h e  b a tte r has to  fa ll 
a w a y  fr o m  th a t first zip p in g  p itc h . B u t  
S p u r r ie r , a gru d g e  in  his h e a rt, is be a rin g 
d o w n  fro m  th a t first p itc h . H e  fan s th e  first 
h itte r . T h e  n e x t o n e ’s o u t o n  a lon g  fly  to 
ce n te r fie ld . T h e  n e x t one strikes o u t.

F o r  th re e  innings i t ’s n ip  a n d  tu c k . A t  
th e  s ta rt o f the fo u r th , th e  firs t m a n  u p  fo r

L o o p  C i t y  sm acks a d o u b le  d o w n  th e  le ft 
field lin e . T h e  n e x t h itte r  b u n ts . O u r  th ir d  
basem an o v e rth ro w s  a t f i r s t  A  r u n  comes 
in , a n d  th e  b u n t h itte r  goes to  th ir d .

S u ffe r in g , I  appeal to  R e d  M o ffitt  fo r  tig h t 
p itc h in g . H e  does get th e  n e x t  m a n . B u t  th e  
n e x t h itte r  belts o u t a single b e tw e e n  first 
an d second. A n o t h e r  r u n  comes in .

O l d  R e d  ru b s  th e  b a ll u p , comes th ro u g h  
w ith  a fast one— a n d  crack! A  h o m e  r im ,
fa r , fa r  a w a y ................F o u r  ru n s , a n d  o n ly  one
o u t  B u t , th a n k  h e a ve n , th e  n e x t tw o  b itte rs  
fly  o u t to  r ig h t fie ld .

“ Th o s e  im p o rte d  p la y e rs  are  to o  h e a v y  
w ith  the stick fo r  o ld  R e d ,”  groans B e a u  
T r u m b a ll  to  m e . “ O h , w h y  d id  w e  e ve r— ”  

A s  S peed S p u r r ie r  w a lk s  o u t to  th e  m o u n d , 
he  looks a t m e an d jeers, “ S h a ll w e  go oh 
w ith  this fa rce , H o t  A n d  H a irle s s ? ”

“ P u l l  in  y o u r  chest, y o u  spu rio u s s p o rt!”  
I  c ro a k , m a d  e n o u g h  to re n d  h im  a p a r t  “ I t  
a in ’t  y o u r  fine p itc h in g  th a t’s— ”

P la c in g  h is th u m b  to  his nose, he accords 
m e a fin ge r w a v e . T h e n  he w in d s  u p  a n d  
b u m s  one across. C ra c k ! T h e  b a tte r sm ash
es a h o t lin e r rig h t b a c k a t the p itc h e r— 
a n d  S p u r r ie r  hits the d ir t  to  get o u t o f its 
w a y . I t ’s a single fo r  us.

T h e  n e x t b a tte r b u n ts one to w a r d  the 
m o u n d . S p u r r ie r  comes d o w n  fa st, fu m b le s 
a little . D o e s n ’t  q u ite  get th e  r u n n e r  a t first. 
T w o  o n , n o b o d y  o u t. T w o  strike s, one called, 
o n  th e  th ir d  b a tte r. A n o t h e r  sw in g in g  s trik e , 
a ba d one d o w n  in  the d ir t. A n d  th e  catcher 
can’ t h o ld  it. M e n  on first, second an d th ir d . 
N o b o d y  o u t. I  go g o o fy.

S p u r r ie r ’s u pse t. T h e n  he w a lk s  o ff th e  
m o u n d , heads to w a rd  th e  L o o p  C i t y  bench 
a n d  calls, “ A l l  r ig h t, F r o s t y  W ic k w ir e !”

T h a t  n a m e  n u m b s  m e a little . I ’v e  h e a rd  
o f h im . A  b ig -tim e  tw ir le r  th a t m ig h t h a ve  
gone to  the top—if  he h a d n ’t  been to o  t r ic k y  
a b o u t the w a y  he m ade his m o n e y . A  s to c k y, 
fr o s ty -e y e d  g e n t, w ith  a fast rig h t a r m  and 
a h e a rt m a de  o f agate, he takes th e  m o u n d . 
H e  fans o u r n e x t  th re e  b a tters o n  e x a c tly  
ten pitches. A n d  do .the G r o v e v ille r s  gro a n!

F i r s t  o f th e  fifth . O l d  R e d ’s p itc h in g  his 
h e a rt o u t n o w . H e  gets b y  th e  first tw o  b a t
ters. A  fast ba ll— a n d  w h a n g ! A n o t h e r  hom e 
r u n  fo r  L o o p  C i t y . F i v e  to n o th in g .

S tr ik e — b a ll. A  fo u l b a c k o v e r th e  stand. 
T h e n  a fo u l tip  th a t bre a ks th e  fin ge r o n  o u r 
catche r’s rig h t h a n d .

“ T h a t  does i t ! ”  g ro w ls B e a u  T r u m b a ll. 
“ N o th in g  b u t a h ig h  school k id  to  fa ll ba ck 
o n  n o w !”  B e a u ’s a b o u t to b a w l.

“ M in d  i f  I  t r y  catching, U n k ? ” says a calm  
voice. A n d  I  w h ir l  to face o ld  B a tc h  P a r m a - 
lee, fa r m e r, w h o ’s in  u n ifo r m . J u s t  b e h in d  
h im  is L e w  A in s w o r th .

“ G o s h , k i d ! ”  I  gasp. “ D o  y o u  th in k  y o u  
co u ld slo w  d o w n  these L o o p  C i t y  sluggers? 
W o u ld  y o u  t r y ?  A r e  y o u  w illin g ? ”



“ I f  B a tc h  can catch, y e s ,"  h e  says, q u ie tly .
“ B u t  P a r m a le e ’s ju s t a m id d le -a g e d  fa r m 

e r, L e w ? ’ says B e a u  T r u m b a l L
“ H e ’s a  fa ir ly  good b a c k s to p ,”  says L e w . 

“ B u t  T m  n o t b e g g in g  y o u  to  le t u s ."
“ I ’m  begging y o u !”  I  te ll h im .
W e ll, P a rm a le e  p u ts  o n  his e q u ip m e n t. 

L e w  tak e s th e  m o u n d . A n d  S pe e d S p u r r ie r , 
o v e r  o n  th e  be n ch , m a ke s som e n a s ty  cracks. 
B u t  L e w  w h ip s  one p itc h  o v e r . T h e  b a tte r 
o n ly  b lin k s  a t i t . T h e  side is re tire d .

W e  com e to  b a t. O u r  firs t basem an gets a 
scratch single. T h e n  B a tc h  P a rm a le e  comes 
u p . F r o s t y  W ic k w ir e  b u m s  tw o  fast ones 
b y  h im . H e  n e v e r  takes the b a t o ff his sh o u l
d e r. T h e n  a n o th e r fa st one. P a rm a le e  steps 
in to  it. A  ho m e  r u n . T w o  scores across. T h e  
stands go h a y w ir e . B u t  th a t a g a te -h e a rte d  
t w ir le r  f o r  L o o p  C i t y  a in ’t  a t a ll upset. H e  
gets th e  n e x t th re e  m e n  in  o rd e r.

F i r s t  o f th e  s ix th . I t  a in ’t  fe a r o f losing 
th e  g a m e  n o w  th a t b rin g s tears to  m y  eyes. 
I t ’s ju s t w a tc h in g  L e w  A in s w o r t h  p itc h .

H is  fo r m ’s im p r o v e d  fift y  p e rce n t. H is  
fast b a ll is fa ste r, his m o tio n  s m o o th e r, w h ile  
h is c u rve s b r e a k  lik e  th e y  w e re  glan cin g o ff 
a post. H is  c o n tro l to o , is u n c a n n y . H e  does
n ’t  a llo w  a h it  d u r in g  th e  n e x t  tw o  in n in g s , 
w h ile  F r o s t y  W ic k w ir e , good as he  is, a l
low s tw o  o f th e m . I f  o n ly  L e w  a n d  P a rm a le e  
h a d  been th e  b a tte r y  s ta rtin g  this gam e!

^ O M E S  n o w , th e  last o f th e  n i n t h  O u r  
^  best h itte rs  co m in g  u p . A n o t h e r  scratch 
single b y  th e  firs t b a tte r. F r o s t y  bears d o w n . 
G e ts  th e  n e x t  m a n . T h e  n e x t  one connects 
fo r  a d o u b le  d o w n  th e  le ft  fie ld  lin e . M e n  
o n  second a n d  th ir d . T h e n  b ig  S a u n d e rs , 
m y  best h itte r , goes d o w n  sw in g in g .

“ T h r e e  m o re  pitch e s,”  gloats S p e e d  S p u r 
r ie r  as B a tc h  P a rm a le e  steps in to  th e  b a tte r ’s 
b o x . “ T h e  old fa r m e r  w as lu c k y  b e fo re . B u t  
lig h tn in g  n e v e r strik e s tw ic e  in  th e  same— ’ ’

A  b la zin g  fast b a ll. C r a c k ! A n o t h e r  ho m e  
r u n  h ig h  a n d  fa r  o v e r th e  le ft  fie ld e r’s h e a d . 
T h r e e  ru n s . T h e  score tie d  five  to  fiv e . A n d  
m e  fit to  be tie d ! I t  sounds lik e  th e  o ld  
g ra n d s ta n d  is g o in g  to  be w re c k e d . B u t  the 
n e x t b a tte r fails.

T h e  gam e goes on—te n — e le ve n —tw e lv e  
in n in g s. A n d  L e w  has a llo w e d  one m in o r  
h it, a n  in fie ld  single. T h e n  P a rm a le e  comes 
u p . F r o s t y  W ic k w ir e  p r o m p tly  w a lk s  h im  
w h ile  th e  c ro w d  boos a n d  b e llo w s— till  the 
n e x t  h itte r  u p  gets a T e x a s  le a g u e r. B u t  
P a r m a le e ’s too slow  a fo o t to  get fa r th e r  th a n  
second o n  th a t h it . T w o  s trik e o u ts , fast ones, 
f o r  F r o s t y  W ic k w ir e . L e w  u p .

H e  sw ings lu s tily  a t th e  firs t tw o  pitches, 
a n d  again  th e  G r o v e v ille r s  g ro a n . T h e n —  
e ve n  a p itc h e r h its  once in  a w h ile —h e  
sm acks a lin e  d r iv e  th a t’ s good fo r  th re e  
bases, g iv in g  e ve n  p o r tly  F a r m e r  P a rm a le e  
tim e  to  get h o m e . W e  w in  th e  b a ll gam e!

MOUND
I  t r y  to  y e ll, can ’t— a n d  fa ll  d o w n  as I  

r u n  to w a r d  the m o u n d . L e w  picks m e u p , 
g rin s  a n d  says, “ W ip e  th a t sw e at o u t o f 
y o u r  eyes, U n k . A n d  y o u  m ig h t sa y a w o r d  
o f th a n k s  to  P e g  P a r m a le e .”

“ P u h —P eg  P a rm a le e ? ”  I  q u a v e r. “ W h y , he 
w a s one o f th e  b e s t-th r o w in g  catchers a n d  
h itte rs —”

“ H e  still hits p r e t t y  w e ll, d o n ’t  y o u  th in k ? ”  
asks L e w , p a ttin g  F a r m e r  P a rm a le e  o n  th e  
b a c k . “ I t  w as h im  th a t got m e  th r o w in g  a 
baseball a gain . A l l  d u r in g  th e  sp rin g  w e ’ve 
p ra ctice d . A n d  h e ’s ta u g h t m e  h o w  to— ”

H e  stops ta lk in g  n o w  a n d  fre e ze s u p  as 
R it a  S m ith , h e r g ip s y -b r o w n  eyes sh in in g , 
comes p ilo tin g  a w e ll-d re s s e d  stra n g e r o u t 
on th e  d ia m o n d .

“ A  scout fr o m  th e  real  big tim e , M r . A i n s 
w o r t h ,”  says R it a , tre m b lin g  a little . “ H e  
w a n ts  to  sign y o u  u p . U n c le  P e g  a n d I  got 
h im  o u t h e re .”

“ U n c le — P e g ? ”  L e w  echoes d u m b ly .
“ T h a t ’s r ig h t ,”  says P e g  P a rm a le e , sm ilin g . 

“ I  fo rg o t to  m e n tio n  it , L e w , b u t F m  M r s . 
S m ith ’ s b ro th e r. I n  fa c t, it  w a s h e r a n d R it a  
th a t in d u ce d  m e  to  com e to  th is  c o u n try —  
w h e n  I  w a n te d  to  b u y  a fa rm .

“ R it a  w a n te d  m e , e ve n  begged m e , to  ta k e  
a y o u n g  s o u th p a w  p itc h e r in h a n d . W a n te d  
m e  to u n d o — m o re  th a n  u n d o — w h a t R i t a , a 
k id  th a t m a de  a n  a w fu l m ista ke  once, h a d  
done to  th a t s o u th p a w . A l l  th is  w a s a t th e  
in stig a tio n  of a sp u rio u s spo rt n a m e d  S pe e d 
S p u r r ie r . T h a t  w o u ld -b e  p itc h e r m a k in g  a 
b re a k  fo r  his car the re  n o w ! O f  course, 
R it a  d id n ’t  k n o w  a n o th e r b a ll scou t w a s in  
th e  stands th a t d a y . D i d n ’t  k n o w  a ca re er 
w a s a t s ta k e .”

I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h e th e r i t ’s fifte e n  o r tw e n t y  
tim es th a t L e w  sw a llo w s be fo re  h e  can t a lk .

“ M a y b e  I  w o u ld n ’t  h a v e  cra cke d  u p  th a t 
d a y , R i t a ,”  L e w  says, “ i f  I  h a d n ’t  fa lle n  in  
lo v e  w it h  y o u . H e a d  o v e r he e ls.”

“ O h ,  y o u  big lu g !”  S h e  th ro w s  h e r a rm s 
a ro u n d  his n e ck. “ S a y  I ’m  fo rg iv e n ! S a y  it—  
please! B e fo re  y o u  sign this c o n tra c t!”

B u t  h e  can ’t  ta lk . H e  ju s t kisses h e r w h ile  
M r s . S m ith , w a lk in g  u p  a n d  p lac in g  a h a n d  
on m y  p lu m p  a r m , says, “ H a p p y , U n k ?  P r o u d  
o f o u r little  R it a  a n d  y o u r  ha n dso m e  n e p h 
e w ? ”

“ O u r  little  R ita ? ”  I  echo. “ S a y !  I  c o u ld  
lo v e  h e r as a d a u g h te r ju s t as e a g e rly as 
L e w  c o u ld  lo v e  h e r as a w ife .”

“ W e ll, som etim e m a yb e — ”  M r s . S m ith  
sm iles. M y  o v e rta x e d  h e a rt skips alon g lik e  
a h a r d -h it  g ro u n d e r. R it a  a n d  L e w  in  each 
o th e r’ s a rm s. M r s . S m ith  sm ilin g  a t m e . 
Pro sp e cts o f th e  fu tu r e . L e w  i n  th e  b ig  
leagues, a n d  m e  in  th e  b o x  seats w a tc h in g  
th e  y o u n g  m o u n d  m a ste r slip p in g  ’e m  p a st 
th e  b u g g e rs . B o y , I ’m  so steam ed u p  I  c o u ld  
b iff  a n o th e r b a ll th r o u g h  th e  b o a rd in g  h o u se  
w in d o w .
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MIDDLEWEIGHTS ARE HEADACHES
By DAVID GOODIS

Len was a good fighter, but his fiancee sure could throw a 
sharper hook— and she wanted him to get out of the ring!

T H E R E  is a right hand to the ja w  and 
it is fo llo w e d  b y  tw o short lefts to the 
body . W hat com es n ext is a lon g  lo o p 

in g  left and  it lands on  a ch in  and then there 
are tw o short rights to the m idsection  and 
m y  b o y  is up against the ropes. A  m an 
nam ed B renn er puts a left hand in m y  b o y ’s 
fa ce  and then crosses a righ t to the jaw .

I  am  getting ready  to p ack  the bags.
A  right hand hits m y  b o y  in  the chest, a 

le ft  gets h im  deep  in the m idsection . T hen  a 
righ t h ook  to  the jaw , and m y b o y  goes dow n .

90

I am asking m yself w h y  I ev er  let h im  take 
this fight. I w ant to w eep. I am  h op in g  that 
h e  w o n ’t be  ab le  to get up.

B ut he gets up.
T h e crow d  that has sat dow n  is n ow  stand

ing again.
A n d  B renn er is grinn ing like a buzzard 

anticipating breakfast.
M y  b o y  takes a hard  le ft to the m outh , and 

a lo t  o f  shiny red  sprays all over  h is lips 
and chin. T hen  B renn er is w ork in g  h ard  to  
th row  the b ig  one fo r  th e  kill.



T h e  b e ll— an d m y  b o y  does n o t k n o w  
w h e re  his c o m e r  is. H e  is w a lk in g  a ro u n d  
lik e  a b lin d  b e a r i n  M a m m o th  C a v e . F in a ll y  
h e  finds th e  c o m e r  a n d  sags.

“ T h a t ’s a ll, k i d .”
“ N o , T i m , n o .”
“ I  te ll y o u  th a t’s a ll. Y o u ’re  g e ttin g  m u r 

d e re d  o u t th e re .”
“ I ’ll  fin d  h im  this r o u n d .”
I t  is th e  se ve n th  com ing u p , a n d  B r e n n e r  

looks as good as n e w . M y  b o y  lo o k s lik e  a 
v ic tim  o f e xp lo sio n , fire , flood a n d  s h ip w re c k .

“ Y o u ’ll  b e  a ll r ig h t fo r  this r o u n d , k id ;”  
D o n a h u e , th e  tr a in e r  says.

“ Clo se  y o u r  h e a d ,”  I  say.
T h e r e  are a b o u t 9000 fiends w a tc h in g  this 

m assacre, a n d  th e y  are  h a v in g  them selves a 
v e r y  pleasant e ve n in g . I  a m  h a tin g  th e m  
w it h  a ll th e  h a te  in  m y  system  a n d  I  a m  also 
h a tin g  m y s e lf fo r  p u sh in g  th e  k id  too fast.

M y  b o y  is a g o o d -lo o k in g  m id d le w e ig h t 
w h o  is t w e n t y -s ix  yeans o ld . W h e n  he  is 
seventeen h e  is in  th e  G o ld e n  G lo v e s  a n d  he  
is v e r y  good. W h e n  h e  is e ighteen he  tu rn s  
p r o . W h e n  he is n in e te e n  h e  changes his 
m in d  a n d  w a n ts to  go to  college to  becom e 
a statistician, because he  is v e r y  good a t 
a rith m e tic .

H e  gra du ate s college a n d  he  e ve n  takes a 
y e a r  e x tr a  w ith  this statistics s tu d y . H e  is 
re a d y  to  b e  a  statistician a n d  he  is re a d y  to 
be m a rrie d . B u t  h e  c a n n o t fin d  a jo b  a n d  
in  th e  m e a n tim e  his g ir l is lo o k in g  fo r  som e
one else, som eone w ith  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  cab
bage.

H e  is v e r y  u n h a p p y  a b o u t a ll th is , a n d  he 
decides to  go b a c k  in to  th e  fig h t gam e. A l 
re a d y  his g ir l is r u n n in g  a ro u n d  w ith  one 
o f these g u ys  w h o  d rive s a g re a t b ig  con
v e rtib le  a n d  w h o se  o ld  m a n  has a trillio n  
do llars.

T h is  m id d le w e ig h t, L e n  R e e d , is v e r y  b i t 
te r. A n d  w h e n  h e  comes to  m e I  can see th a t 
so m e thin g is b o th e rin g  h im  a n d  fin a lly  I  get 
it  o u t o f h im .

I  p u t h im  in  th e  r in g  w it h  some tra m p  w h o  
I  use fo r  situations lik e  this a n d  L e n  n e a rly  
k ills  th e  tra m p  w ith  th re e  punches to th e  
h e a d . I  ta k e  a good lo o k  a t L e n . H e  is o n ly  
fiv e  e ig ht. H e  w e ig h s e x a c tly  160. H e  is a 
v e r y  g o o d -lo o k in g  b o y .

“ L o o k  h e r e ,”  I  sa y. “ Y o u  a re  t w e n t y -s ix  
a n d  y o u  a re  n o t a ch ild . I f  y o u  a re  com ing 
b a c k  to  th e  fig h t gam e fo r  th e  express p u r 
pose o f c o m m ittin g  h o m ic id e , y o u  h a d  b e tte r 
lo o k  fo r  som ethin g else. Y o u  w il l  h a ve  to  
fo rg e t this g ir l a n d  y o u  w il l  h a v e  to  stop

MIDDLEWEIGHT^
im a g in in g  th a t e v e r y  m a n  y o u  face in  th e  
rin g  is this w e a lth y  g u y  w h o  has ta k e n  y o u r  
g irl a w a y .”

LE N  says th a t I  a m  a b so lu te ly r ig h t a n d  
th a t he  w ill  liste n  to e v e ry th in g  I  sa y. 

I  get h im  a fig h t, a s ix -r o u n d  p re lim , a n d  he  
cuts his m a n  to pieces an d kn o c ks h im  in to  
n e x t m o n th  in  one m in u te  an d t h ir t y  seconds 
o f th e  firs t ro u n d .

H e  does th e  same th in g  in  th e  n e x t  fig h t 
a n d  th e  n e x t an d th e  n e x t a n d  the n e x t n in e  
fights a n d  before I  k n o w  it  I  h a v e  a m id d le 
w e ig h t sensation o n  m y  hands a n d  I  sign  
fo r  th e  B r e n n e r  go.

I  h a te  to  t h in k  a b o u t it  as th e  b e ll fo r  the 
se ve n th  gongs against m y  ears. I  guess I  sign 
fo r  th e  B r e n n e r  fig h t because it  seems to  m e 
th a t th e re  is n o t a m a n  a liv e  w h o  can face 
the fists o f m y  b o y  L e n  w h e n  he  r e a lly  gets 
go in g . A n d  I  fo rg e t th a t the b ig  reason fo r  
B r e n n e r ’s fa m e  is a v e r y  sm ooth b o x in g  style  
th a t is o n ly  to o  w illin g  to  m e e t slug gin g 
w ildcats lik e  m y  L e n .

M y  m in d  is m a de  u p  a n d  I  a m  te llin g  m y 
se lf th a t m y  b o y  w ill  n o t com e o u t fo r  th e  
e ig h th  r o u n d . In  t r u t h , h e  w ill  be v e r y  lu c k y  
i f  he is a live  a t th e  e n d  o f the se ve n th . A n d  
I  a m  lo o k in g  d o w n  a t n o th in g  a n d  sh a king 
m y  head s lo w ly  a n d  hopelessly fr o m  side to  
side a n d  th e n  I  h e a r a so u n d th a t resem bles 
a cyclone d o in g  its w o rs t.

I t  is th e  c ro w d .
I  ga ze  a t th e  rin g .
B r e n n e r  is d o in g  a b a c k  flip as i f  he  th in k s  

th e re  is a nice cool p o n d  fo r  h im  to  fa ll in to . 
H e  lands o n  his n e c k  a n d  th e n  his arm s 
spread o u t a n d  he is flat. M y  b o y  is lea n in g 
b a c k against the ropes, b re a th in g  as if  he has 
ju s t s p rin te d  s e ve n ty m iles.

T h e  re fe re e  is co u n tin g .
“ H e  g a ve  h im  th e  r ig h t,”  D o n a h u e  is 

scream ing. “ H e  g a ve  h im  th e  r ig h t!”
T h e  re fe re e  is u p  to  e ig h t a n d  h e  is u p  to  

n in e  a n d  he  is u p  to te n  a n d  th e  c ro w d  is 
tr y in g  to see if  it  can b re a k  th e  a ll-tim e  re c
o rd  fo r  m a k in g  noise. A  m o b  o f lun atics are 
o n  th e ir  w a y  to th e  r in g , a n d  the cops h a ve  
to  clim b  in  to p ro te ct L e n  fr o m  his n e w  a d 
m ire rs . I  a m  in  th e re  w it h  m y  b o y  an d L e n  
grins a t m e w ith  a face th a t loo ks as if  i t  has 
w a n d e re d  in to  a w a sh in g  m achine.

“ I  g a ve  h im  the r ig h t, T i m ,”  h e  says.
W it h  th e  a id  o f th e  police fore j  an d a fe w  

th o u san d  ushers w e  fin a lly  m anage to  m a k e  
o u r w a y  to  the dressing ro o m  a n d  th e re  m y  
b o y  has a  fa in tin g  spe ll, w h ic h  does n o t s u r
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prise m e  in  th e  least. D o n a h u e , w h o  is one 
o f th e  greatest han dlers in  the business, gets 
to  w o r k  o n  h im  an d outdoes h im se lf o n  the 
p a tc h in g  jo b .

I  a m  le ttin g  a fe w  o f the b e tte r -k n o w n  r e 
p o rte rs in  a n d  th e re  is a lo t o f e xc ite d  ta lk  
a b o u t “ th e  greatest finish of the y e a r .”

A n d  “ th e  n e x t m id d le w e ig h t cha m pio n  o f 
the w o r ld .”

A n d  “ B r e n n e r  w ill w a n t a r e tu r n  m a tc h .”  
A n d  “ L e n  R e e d  is th e  gam est, toughest 

fig h te r in  m id d le w e ig h t ra n k s .”
A n d  so fo rth .
I  a m  v e r y  pleased a t a ll these k in d  r e 

m a rk s , b u t m e a n w h ile  L e n  has com e o u t of 
his n ap a n d  he is g a zin g  a t som eone w h o  has 
ju s t come in to  th e  dressing ro o m . T h e r e  is a 
lo o k  on his face th a t I  h a ve  n e v e r seen b e 
fo re  an d it  is c e rta in ly  n o t a lo o k  w h ic h  w ill  
ind ica te  th a t h e  is re a d y  fo r his n e x t  fig h t.

V E R Y  s lo w ly  I  t u r n  to see w h a t has come 
in  th ro u g h  the do o r.

I  see a n  ite m  w h ic h  is a b o u t five  th re e  and 
can’t  w e ig h  an ounce o v e r 103. S h e  has h a ir 
as b la c k  as th e  blackest b la c k  a n d  h e r eyes 
a re  th e  same color an d h e r s k in  is as w h ite  as 
m ilk . T h is  is som ething v e r y  o u t o f the o r 
d in a r y  a n d  I  a m  w o n d e rin g  w h a t is ta k in g  
place an d th e n  I  see this ite m  m o vin g  to w a rd  
th e  ru b b in g  tab le  a n d  L e n  is o ff the ru b b in g  
tab le  a n d  b e fo re  I  can sa y Ja m e s  J .  C o r b e tt, 
these tw o  a re  all tie d  u p .

“ I  k n e w  y o u ’d  come b a c k to m e ,”  L e n  is 
sa yin g .

“ O h  L e n , L e n , L e n — I ’v e  been c r a zy . I ’ve  
b e e n  b lin d . L e n , I  d o n ’t  deserve this. T h r o w  
m e  o u t. T h r o w  m e  o u t in  the stre e t.”

T h e  w a y  I  a m  fe e lin g a t this p o in t, I  am  
a ll too w illin g  to oblig e, b u t L e n  has a bear 
h u g  on th e  b la c k -h a ire d  dam sel, an d he does 
n o t e ve n  k n o w  th a t th e re  are spectators to 
this little  re u n io n .

I t  is tim e  fo r  m e to re m in d  L e n  th a t I  am  
still a ro u n d , a n d I  p u t a n a sty e m b ro id e ry on 
m y  voice.

“ E x c u s e  m e , fo lk s ,”  I  s a y, “ b u t w e  can’t 
stay he re  all n ig h t.”

L e n  comes o u t of his trance.
“ O h , I ’m  s o r r y , T im . I  w a n t y o u  to m eet— 

A d r ie n n e .”
A d rie n n e  fishes in  h e r assortm ent o f smiles 

a n d  comes o u t w ith  a N o . 9 special. R ig h t  
a w a y  I  h a ve  this dam e d o w n  p a t, a n d  I  can 
see th a t I  a m  in  fo r  pro ble m s.

“ P le ase d  to m eet y o u ,”  I  say.
" I  w a n t to  th a n k  y o u  fo r  a ll y o u ’v e  done

fo r  L e n ,”  A d r ie n n e  says.
D i d  y o u  e v e r h e a r a n y th in g  lik e  th a t in  a ll 

y o u r  life? R ig h t  a w a y  she’s ta k in g  charge.
E x a c t ly  fo u rte e n  h o u rs a fte r the B r e n n e r  

fig h t I  am  th e  re cip ie n t o f th re e  o ffe rs. O n e  
is fr o m  B r e n n e r , w h o  w a n ts a r e tu r n  m a tc h . 
T h e  second comes fro m  th e  w e st coast, w h e re  
the re  is a M e x ic a n  sensation w h o  has been 
k n o c k in g  d o w n  e v e ry  g u y  in  sight. A n d  the 
o th e r is fro m  B o s to n , w h e re  th e y are h u n g r y  
fo r a good m id d le w e ig h t.

I  a m  p o n d e rin g  the m a tte r a n d  fig u rin g  o u t 
percentages a n d  s tu d y in g  the re co rd  o f the 
respective pugilists w h o  are a n xio u s to  trad e  
punches w ith  L e n . I t  is n o t a n  easy task to 
m a k e  a decision, fo r despite m y  b o y ’s g ra n d  
fin ish on the preceding n ig h t, he is still n o t a 
C l a s s - A  m id d le w e ig h t. A l l  e xp e rts to  the 
c o n tra ry .

T h e  do o r opens an d L e n  is in  the office.

1 L O O K  h im  u p  an d d o w n . H is  face is still 
so rt o f m ussed u p , b u t aside fr o m  th a t 

he is dressed lik e  an u p -t o -d a t e  ve rs io n  of 
th e  C o u n t o f M o n te  C ris to . In a sm u c h  as L e n  
is n e v e r a b ig  m a n  fo r fashions, I  stare a t h im .

“ L i k e  the n e w  g e t-u p , T im ?  I  ju s t b o u g h t 
it this m o r n in g .”

“ T h is  m o rn in g ? ”
“ Y e a h , I  w as o u t shoppin g w ith  A d r ie n n e .”  
“ O h ! ”  I  sa y. I  ta k e  a lon g b re a th . “ S it  d o w n , 

k id , I  w a n t to ta lk  to y o u .”
A s  if  a tw e lv e -o u n c e  g lo ve  has ju s t com e 

alon g a n d  h it h im  in  the center o f his face, 
L e n  sits d o w n . H e  gives m e a lo o k  w h ic h  
tells m e v e r y  p la in ly  th a t, a lth o u g h  he  is 
t w e n t y -s ix  a n d  a college g ra d u ate  an d a 
statistician, he c e rta in ly  does n o t k n o w  th e  
score.

“ L e n ,”  I  s a y, “ do y o u  k n o w  the a lp h a b e t? ”  
“ S u r e  I  k n o w  th e  a lp h a b e t.”
“ W h a t comes a fte r A ,  B ,  C  an d D ? ”
“ E — h e y , w h a t’s this fo r ? ”
“ I  ju s t w a n te d  to see if  y o u  k n e w . A n d  if  

y o u  k n o w  the a lph ab et, it ’ s a safe b e t y o u ’ll 
be able to u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t I ’m  go in g to te ll 
y o u . A r e  w e  re a d y ? ”

“ Y e a h , w e ’re  r e a d y ,”  L e n  says.
“ H e r e  it is ,”  I  shoot. “ Y o u  k n e w  this 

dam e w h e n  y o u  w e re  a n o b o d y . Y o u  w e r e n ’t 
good e n o u g h  fo r  h e r th e n . N o w  y o u ’re  o n  the 
ro ad  to  the cham pion ship an d she’s ba ck here 
w ith  bells o n .”

“ W a it  a m in u te , T i m .”  L e n  stands u p  an d 
his face is w h ite  a n d  he  is s w a llo w in g  h a rd  
a n d  he  says, “ Y o u  got it  a ll w ro n g . E v e n  if  
I  lost, she w o u ld ’v e  come ba ck to m e .”



“ H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w  th a t? ”  I  sa y.
“ S h e  to ld  m e .”
“ O h , she to ld  y o u ,”  I  say. A n d  I  a m  a b o u t 

to  s a y  a lo t m o re , b u t  th e re  is a lo o k  o n  L e n ’s 
face w h ic h  tells m e  th a t a n y th in g  I  say r ig h t 
n o w  w ill  do as m u c h  good as u sin g a h a irn e t 
to stop a le a k  in  a w a te r -m a in ,

I  th r o w  th e  discussion o v e r  to  a n o th e r lane 
a n d  I  a sk h im  h o w  does h e  fe e l a b o u t a r e 
m a tc h  w it h  B r e n n e r . H e  says th a t he  is o n ly  
too a n xio u s  to m e e t B r e n n e r  a g a in  a n d  as he 
says it  I  k n o w  th a t his m in d  is v e r y  fa r  a w a y  
fr o m  B r e n n e r  a n d  th e  rin g  a n d  I  a m  v e r y  
m u c h  disgusted w it h  th e  w a y  this e n tire  s itu 
a tio n  is sha ping u p .

“ A l l  r ig h t ,”  I  sa y. “ W e ’ll  m e e t B r e n n e r .”  
“ I ’ l l  p u t  h im  a w a y  in  th re e  r o u n d s ,”  L e n  

says as h e  m o ve s to w a r d  the d o o r.
“ W h e r e  a re  y o u  g o in g  n o w ? ”  I  sa y.
“ I ’m  h a v in g  lu n c h e o n  w ith  A d r ie n n e .”

S O  I T ’S  lu n c h e o n  w it h  A d r ie n n e  a n d  
sh o p p in g  w it h  A d r ie n n e  a n d  d in n e r a n d  

s h o w  a n d  d a n c in g  w it h  A d r ie n n e  a n d  I  a m  a 
v e r y  disconsolate p r iz e  fig h t m a n a g e r. I n  th e  
m id d le  o f i t  a ll I  sign m y  b o y  fo r  the r e tu r n  
m a tc h  w it h  B r e n n e r  a n d  it  is a ll I  can do to 
ke e p m y  fin ge rs fr o m  s h a k in g  a n d  g e ttin g  in k  
a ll o v e r m y  sleeve.

T h is  s itu a tio n  has h a p p e n e d  to b e tte r fig h t
ers th a n  L e n  R e e d , a n d  I  m u s t th in k  u p  
so m e thin g v e r y  fast i f  I  a m  to  sa ve  m y  b o y  
fr o m  a b ig  fa ll d o w n  th e  h ill.

I  a m  g e ttin g  e x a c tly  n o w h e re , a n d  th e  
ca le n da r doesn’ t w a n t to  k n o w  fr o m  w a itin g , 
a n d  i t  is tim e  fo r  L e n  to  s ta rt tra in in g  fo r  th e  
B r e n n e r  go. I  select a n ic e, q u ie t spot in  the 
P o c o n o  M o u n ta in s  o f P e n n s y lv a n ia , a n d  w e  
a re  a ll p a c ke d  u p  a n d  re a d y  to le a ve  w h e n  
L e n  glances a t his w ris tw a tc h .

“ S h e ’ll  b e  h e re  a n y  m in u te ,”  h e  says. 
“ W h o ? ”  I  s a y , as if  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h o . 
“ A d r ie n n e .”
“ Is  she co m in g w it h  u s? ”
“ S u r e ,”  L e n  says. T h e n  he  so rt o f g rins 

lik e  a d u m b  k i d  a n d  h e  says, “ M a y b e  I  o u g h t 
to te ll y o u  n o w , T i m . A d r ie n n e  a n d  I  are 
e n g a g e d .”

“ Y o u ’re  w h a t? ”  I  sa y.
“ L a s t  n ig h t I  p u t  a r in g  o n  h e r fin g e r. I ’m  

a v e r y  h a p p y  g u y , T i m .”
“ I ’m  n o t ,”  I  a m  a b o u t to  s a y, b u t  I  d o  n o t 

h a v e  th e  h e a rt to sa y i t , because L e n  loo ks so 
j o y f u l  a b o u t th e  w a y  th in g s a re  tu rn in g  o u t  
I  ta k e  a n o th e r g a n d e r a t this d re a m y  e x p re s 
sion  th a t is s p re a d in g  o v e r  h is puss a n d  I  
c o m p a re  i t  w it h  th e  k ille r  g lin t th a t u se d to
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be in  his e ye  a n d  I  a m  th in k in g  o f th e  co m 
in g  m a tc h  w ith  B r e n n e r  a n d  I  a m  g e ttin g  
sick.

L e n  opens his m o u th  to  say so m e th in g , b u t  
I  a m  a lre a d y  headed in  the o th e r d ire c tio n . I  
m ean th e  d ire ctio n  opposite fr o m  w h e re  
A d r ie n n e  is g e ttin g  o u t o f a cab a n d  w a lk in g  
to w a r d  o u r  statio n  w a g o n . I  w a lk  v e r y  fast 
a n d  t u r n  a co rn e r an d w a lk  fast a n d  tu r n  
a n o th e r c o rn e r a n d  v e r y  soon I  a m  in  m y  
office, m u rd e rin g  a p e rfe c tly  good piece o f 
H a v a n a  cigar.

W h a t  a m  I  g o in g  to  do a b o u t this A d r i 
enne?

T o  such a deep e x te n t a m  I  th in k in g  a b o u t 
this th a t I  fa il to h e a r th e  firs t th re e  kn o cks 
o n  th e  d o o r. I  fig u re  th a t th e re  m u s t be a t 
least th re e  kn o c k s, because th e  n e x t  One is 
d e liv e re d  w ith  such en thusiasm  th a t the do o r 
m ake s a  so u n d as i f  it  is re a d y  to fo ld  u p  a n d  
call i t  a  d a y .

B e fo r e  this can h a p p e n  I  re ach o u t and 
o pen th e  d o o r a n d  th e re  is a p e rs o n a lity  
stan d in g  th e re  w h o  barges in to  m y  little  office 
as i f  h e  is th e  la n d lo rd  a n d  I  a m  th re e  m o n th s 
in  a rears.

H e  is fiv e  fe e t e ig h t inches ta ll a n d  he 
w e ig h s so m e w he re  in  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  o f 
200 po u n d s a n d  n o t a n  ounce o f it  is m uscle. 
H e  is dressed in  a c a m e l-h a ir  s p o rt ja c k e t 
th a t m u s t cost a t least a y a r d  a n d  a h a lf, a n d  
instead o f a s h irt h e  w e ars a fa n c y  h a n d k e r 
chief a ro u n d  his n e c k.

“ W h e re  is she?”  he  says, a n d  r ig h t a w a y  I  
d o n ’t lik e  his vo ice .

“ W h e r e  is w h o ? ”
“ A d r ie n n e . T e l l  m e w h e re  she is o r  I ’l l  

b re a k  y o u  in  h a lf .”

O W  I  a m  a h u m a n  bein g w h o  stands 
a b o u t five  s ix  a n d  w h o  w e ig h s n o  m o re  

th a n  130. B u t  in  m y  d a y  I  w as r ig h t in  there 
w ith  th e  best o f th e m , a n d  I  h a d  a le ft h o o k  
th a t d id  a lo t o f d e stru ctio n  w h e n  it re a lly  g o t 
g o in g.

“ A m  I  to u n d e rs ta n d  th a t y o u  h a v e  plans 
to b r e a k  m e  in  h a lf? ”  I  say.

“ W h e re  is A d r ie n n e ? ”  the sto u t p e rs o n a lity  
shouts. H e  takes a n o th e r step to w a rd  m e.

I t  is b e g in n in g  to  d a w n  o n  m e  th a t m y  
v is ito r is lo o k in g  fo r  A d r ie n n e  a n d  I  a m  
lo o k in g  in to  m y  c ry s ta l a g ain  a n d  seeing 
th in g s.

“ W h o  are  y o u ? ”  I  ask.
“ M y  n a m e  is G a r d n e r  R a n d e r b u n n .”  H e  

says it  as i f  th e  n a m e  its e lf is e n o u g h  to  
k n o c k  m e  o ff m y  feet.
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A n d  it  does, because this la d  is n o n e  o th e r 

th a n  the w e a lth y  p e rs o n a lity  A d r ie n n e  to o k  
u p  w ith  w h e n  she decided th a t she d id n ’ t 
w a n t to s ta rv e  a lo n g w it h  a s ta rv in g  statis
tic ia n  n a m e d  L e n  R e e d .

“ P e rh a p s  I  can h e lp y o u , G a r d n e r . B u t  I  
w o u ld  lik e  to clear u p  a fe w  issues b e fo re  w e  
start ta lk in g  business. W h y  a re  y o u  lo o k in g  
fo r  A d r ie n n e ? ”  I  say.

H e  goes in to  an act th a t is a d ire ct steal 
fro m  the bu g h o u se  scene in  M a c b e th , o r  one 
of those p la y s.

“ W h y  a m  I  lo o k in g  fo r  h e r !”  he screams. 
“ H e  asks m e w h y  I  a m  lo o k in g  fo r  h e r! I  
a m  d y in g  fo r  h e r! M y  A d rie n n e ! W h a t a 
m iserable w re tc h  I  w a s !”

T h is  is m y  first o p e n in g , a n d  I  s c u rry  in to  
it.

“ W h y  w e re  y o u  a m ise ra ble  w re tc h ? ”
“ I  sent h e r a w a y !”  G a r d n e r  screeches. “ I  

h a d  th e  u n iv e rs e  in  the p a lm  o f m y  h a n d  an d 
I  th r e w  it  a w a y !”

“ A m  I  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t y o u  h a n d e d  this 
A d r ie n n e  a ca rlo a d o f w a lk in g  pa pe rs?”

“ I  sent h e r o u t o f m y  life !”  G a r d n e r  
sh rie ks.

“ F o r  a n o th e r w o m a n ? ”  I  say s o ftly .
“ F o r  T h e d a .”
“ W h o ? ”
“ W e ll, i f  y o u  w o u ld  re a d  the society col

u m n s , y o u  w o u ld  k n o w  a ll a b o u t m e an d 
T h e d a . S h e  is th e  d e b u ta n te  o f the y e a r. A n d  
n o w — ”

“ I  catch o n ,”  I  sa y. “ I t  is all o v e r b e tw e e n  
y o u  a n d  T h e d a . Y o u  w a n t A d r ie n n e  a g a in .”  

G a r d n e r  R a n d e r b u n n  has a lo o k  o n  his face 
as i f  he is ju s t co ndem ned to  D e v i l ’s Is la n d  
fo r  a fe w  h u n d re d  ye a rs.

“ I  d o n ’t  d eserve h e r ,”  he says. “ I  d o n ’t 
de se rve  th a t she sh o u ld  com e ba ck to m e .”  

“ D o n ’t ta lk  lik e  t h a t,”  I  s a y , a n d  I  a m  a 
v e r y  jo y fu l  soul a t this p o in t, because I  am  
seeing a ll m y  p ro b le m s so lve d. I  a m  fe e lin g 
lik e  b u y in g  this G a r d n e r  a ya c h t o r som e
th in g , b u t he p ro b a b ly  has s e ve n ty yachts 
a lre a d y . A n y w a y , I  s a y, “ A d r ie n n e  w ill  come 
b a c k  to  y o u .”

H e  p u ts tw o  fa t han ds o n  m y  shoulders a n d 
lo o k s a t m e  as if  I  a m  th e  G o v e r n o r  a n d I  
h a v e  ju s t h a n d e d  h im  a la s t-m in u te  re p rie v e  
fr o m  the cha ir.

“ Y o u  w ill  ta k e  m e to h e r? ”  he  says.
“ I  w ill  ta k e  y o u  to h e r .”
A l l  r ig h t, w e  go o u tside a n d  p a rk e d  a t the 

c u rb  is a piece o f a u to m o b ile  th a t e ith e r 
costs a  go o d  9500 o r I  a m  g u ilty  o f a n  o u t -  
l i g h t  e x a g g e ra tio n . T h is  jo b  is a fe w  m iles

lo n g  a n d  it  is a ll h o o d  a n d  th e re  are 691 dials 
on th e  in s tru m e n t p a n e l. G a r d n e r  shoves th e  
car in  firs t a n d  w e  a re  o ff fo r  th e  Po co n o s.

TH E R E  are a b o u t 11,000 fo llo w e rs  o f th e  
fig h t g a m e , s u rro u n d in g  th e  rin g  a t th e  

G a r d e n , a n d  w h e n  B r e n n e r  clim bs th ro u g h  
the ropes th e y  m a k e  a lo t o f noise. B u t  i t  is 
as n o th in g  co m pa re d to the y e ll th e y  set u p  
w h e n  m y  b o y  L e n  enters th e  rin g .

H e  gives th e m  a s h o rt w a v e  o f his r ig h t 
h a n d  a n d  th e n  he m akes a fast r e tu r n  to  the 
c o rn e r a n d digs his feet in to  the ro sin  a n d  
m o ve s a ro u n d  w ith  the s h o rt, je r k y  m o tio n s 
th a t te ll m e he is p la n n in g  to  m u r d e r  a fe l
lo w  b e in g.

A n d  if  he has th is  a ttitu d e  a t his first go 
w it h  B r e n n e r , he has it  th re e  tim es as m u ch  
fo r  this fig h t. A n d  o f course it is because he 
is v e r y  b itte r a b o u t th e  idea th a t A d r ie n n e  
has once again  g iv e n  h im  his papers a n d  he  
has g iv e n  the d ia m o n d  rin g  to  D o n a h u e , w h o  
is c u r r e n tly  fe a tu rin g  a w aitress w h o  is e ve n  
d u m b e r th a n  he is. A d r ie n n e  is b a c k  again  
w it h  G a r d n e r  R a n d e r b u n n  a n d  m y  b o y  is a 
k ille r  once m o re .

N o w  th e re  is an o ld s a yin g  w h ic h  tells us 
w e  sh o u ld  a ll p ro fit fr o m  e x p e rie n ce , a n d  this 
p a r tic u la r ly  sh o u ld  a p p ly  to  m a n age rs o f 
p r ize  figh te rs. B u t  as L e n  comes b a c k  to  his 
c o m e r a fte r the in s tru c tio n s , a ll I  a m  t h in k 
in g  a b o u t n o w  is th e  k ille r  g lin t in  th e  eyes 
o f m y  b o y .

“ G o  in  th e re  a n d  te a r his head o ff ,”  T  say. 
F o r  m e to sa y a th in g  lik e  th a t is lik e  the 

B r o o k ly n  D o d g e rs  h o ld in g  a clam b ake  in  
h o n o r o f th e  G ia n ts .

B u t  th e  b e ll has r u n g  a n d  m y  b o y  rip s 
a w a y  fr o m  the co rn e r a n d  he  is in th e  center 
o f th e  rin g  a n d  no sooner does h e  to u c h  
gloves w ith  B r e n n e r  th a n  he  is t r y in g  fo r  a 
k n o c k o u t. H e  th ro w s  a r ig h t h o o k  th a t misses 
b y  fo r ty -s e v e n  y a rd s , a n d  B r e n n e r  has a 
s m a rt g rin  o n  his face a n d  m y  b o y  tries to  
w ip e  o ff the g r in  w ith  a n o th e r r ig h t h o o k , 
a n d  th e n  a le ft, a n d  a th ir d  r ig h t a n d  he  is 
n o t e ve n  in  th e  v ic in ity  o f B r e n n e r ’s face.

“ H i t  h im  a lr e a d y !”  I  sh o u t, a n d  this is n o t 
o n ly  a n  a m b ig u o u s  sta te m e n t. I t  is also 
d o w n r ig h t d u m b , in a sm u ch  as m y  b o y  is in  
th e re  fo r  th e  express p u rp o se  o f h ittin g  h im . 
I  te ll m y s e lf to  s h u t m y  m o u th . A  second 
la te r I  a m  te llin g  m y s e lf to  s h u t m y  eyes, 
because B r e n n e r  has tw is te d  a le ft g lo ve  in to  
L e n ’s le ft e ye  a n d  i t  is one o f those jab s th a t 
is n o th in g  m o re  o r less th a n  a p it y . I t  sw ells 
u p  th e  eye a n d  cuts th e  e y e b r o w  a n d  a  g a l-



Io n  o f . go re  starts seeping d o w n  o v e r  L a i ’s 
le ft  e ye .

B u t  L e n  does n o t seem  to  care, a n d  he  is 
in  th e re , d o in g  h is be st w it h  a r ig h t h o o k  a n d  
a le ft  h o o k  a n d  a r ig h t cross a n d  a n o th e r 
r ig h t  cross a n d  a s tra ig h t r ig h t, a n d  e v e r y  
one o f these punches fails to  com e n e a r 
B r e n n e r , w h o  is v e r y  fa n c y  a n d  fa st to n ig h t. 
A n d  B r e n n e r  h its  th e  b a d  e ye  again , a n d  I  
a m  sick a lre a d y .

W h e n  L e n  comes to  his c o rn e r a t th e  end 
o f th e  firs t ro u n d , I  scow l.

“ Y o u ’re  th r o w in g  too m a n y  pu n che s. T a k e  
y o u r  tim e ,”  I  say.

“ I ’l l  k i l l  h im  this r o u n d ,”  L e n  says, as 
D o n a h u e  w o rk s  lik e  a fie n d o n  th e  b a d  eye. 
“ I ’ l l  k n o c k  his b ra in s  o u t.”

“ D o  y o u  h e a r w h a t I ’m  te llin g  y o u ? ”  I  s a y, 
in  a lo u d e r vo ice . “ T a k e  y o u r  tim e !”

A t  th e  e n d  o f th e  second ro u n d  m y  voice is 
e ve n  lo u d e r, a n d D o n a h u e  has tw o  eyes to 
w o r k  o n .

A t  th e  e n d  o f th e  fifth  ro u n d  I  h a r d ly  h a v e  
a  voice le ft. M y  b o y  h a r d ly  has a face le ft. 
B r e n n e r  loo ks as good as n e w .

W h e n  m y  b o y  fa lls into  his c o rn e r a t the 
e n d  o f th e  s ix th  r o u n d  I ’m  b a w lin g .

“ T h a t ’s a ll, k i d .”  I  say.
“ I ’l l  g e t h im  this r o u n d , T i m .”  H e  sounds 

as i f  h e  has a m o u th fu l o f o a tm e a l. H is  lips 
a n d  th e  inside o f his m o u th  are  a ll b a n g e d  u p  
a n d  b le e d in g  a n d  w h e n  I  lo o k  a t his face I  
w a n t to  w e e p som e m o re .

“ N o , k i d ,”  I  sa y, w it h  th e  lu m p  in  m y  
th r o a t fe e lin g  lik e  th re e  tons. “ I ’m  n o t go n n a  
le t y o u  go o u t th e re  a g a in .”

“ I 'm  a ll r ig h t, T i m . I  te ll y o u —I ’m  a ll rig h t. 
I ’l l  fin d  h im  this r o u n d .”

“ S u r e , h e ’s a ll r ig h t, T i m ,”  D o n a h u e  says.
“ C lo se  y o u r  h e a d ,”  I  sa y to  D o n a h u e .
“ L e t  m e  a n sw e r th e  b e ll, T i m ,”  L e n  sa ys. 

“ I 'm  a ll r ig h t.”

A N D  b e fo re  I  can a n s w e r, th e re  is a n  
h y s te ric a l voice r ig h t beside m e , a n d  it  

belongs to  a fem ale a n d  she is ye llin g .
“ N o !  H e ’s  n o t  a l l  r i g h t !  G e t  a w a y  f r o m  m e , 

y o u  h ip p o p o ta m u s !”
I  ca n n ot help b u t  t u r n  to  see w h a t is going 

o n , a n d  I  see A d r ie n n e  p u sh in g  G a r d n e r , a n d  
h e  loses his balance as he goes b a c k , a n d  
falls in to  th e  lap  o f a m a n  w ith  a ty p e w r ite r  
a n d  th e re  is considerable a g g ra v a tio n  i n  th a t 
section o f the G a r d e n .

“ S to p  the fig h t, T i m ! ”  A d rie n n e  ye lls . 
“ Ple ase  stop th e  fig h t! O h , L e n , L e n —lo o k  
w h a t’s h a p p e n in g  to  y o u ! ”

MIDDLEWEIGHTS
G a r d n e r  has com e b a c k fr o m  th e  w a rs , a n d  

he  is g ra b b in g  a t A d r ie n n e ’s le ft  a rm , a n d  
s a y in g , “ N o w  please, h o n e y— y o u  d o n ’t  k n o w  
w h a t y o u ’re  d o in g . I — ”

“ G e t  a w a y  fr o m  m e  o r I ’l l  scratch y o u r  
eyes o u t!”  A d r ie n n e  ye lls , a n d  th e n  she is 
re a lly  g o in g  c r a zy  a n d  t r y in g  to  clim b  in to  
the r in g . I  a m  t r y in g  to  p u ll h e r b a c k  a n d  so 
is D o n a h u e  an d so is G a r d n e r  R a n d e r b u n n ,

S h e  k ic k s  b a c k w a rd , h e r h e e l catches 
G a r d n e r  in  the lip  a n d  he once a g ain  sails 
b a c k in to  th e  m a n  w it h  th e  ty p e w r ite r . T h e  
m a n  w ith  th e  ty p e w r ite r  has ju s t fin ishe d 
a rra n g in g  the papers w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  d isa r
ra n g e d  b y  G a r d n e r ’s last v is it a n d  n o w  th e re  
is a definite la c k  o f frie n d s h ip  i n  th a t sector, 
ina sm u ch  as th e  m a n  w ith  th e  ty p e w r ite r  is 
so m e w h a t p e e ve d b y  this tim e .

I  can’t  see w h a t  is goin g o n  o v e r  th e re , 
since I  a m  h a v in g  m y  o w n  tro u b le s w it h  
A d r ie n n e , w h o  is s till t r y in g  to  c lim b  in to  th e  
rin g . D o n a h u e  take s a n  e lb o w  in  the m id 
section a n d  th e n  A d r ie n n e  is t r y in g  to  te ar 
a ll the h a ir  o u t o f m y  he a d. A  fe w  cops a re  
stan d in g id ly  b y .

A n d  in  th e  m id d le  o f a ll th is , L e n  is sta rin g  
a t A d r ie n n e  as if  h e  has ju s t com e face to  
face w it h  h e r a fte r seve n te e n  lo n g  yeans o f 
fu tile  searching in  th e  depths o f th e  B r a z i l  
ju n g le . I t  is a ll to o  m u c h  fo r  m e , a n d  I  fa il  
to d u c k  a w ild  s w in g  b y  A d r ie n n e  a n d  it  
catches m e  o n  th e  side o f the h e a d , ju s t u n d e r  
the le ft  e a r, a n d  I  lose m y  balance a n d  slide 
o ff th e  edge o f th e  r in g  a n d  fa ll o n  th e  flo o r, 
la n d in g  o n  m y  teeth.

T h e n  I  h e a r th e  b e ll fo r  d ie  s ta rt o f th e  
se ve n th  r o u n d .

B e fo re  I  can get o ff the flo o r I  h e a r a co m 
m o tio n , a n d  th e re  a re  shouts w h ic h  so u n d 
so m e thin g lik e , “ G e t  h e r o u t o f th e  r in g !”

“ T h r o w  h e r o u t! S h e ’s d r u n k !”
I  a m  a t the .e d g e  o f th e  r in g  once m o re , 

tr y in g  to c lim b  u p  th e re  a n d  g e t in  a n d  h e lp 
to b r e a k  it  u p . B r e n n e r  is t r y in g  to fig h t m y  
b o y  L e n  a n d  A d r ie n n e  is in  th e re  t r y in g  to  
p u n c h  B r e n n e r  i n  t h e  f a c e  a n d  t h e  r e f e r e e  i s  
tr y in g  to p u sh  A d r ie n n e  a w a y .

T h e  cops h a ve  fin a lly  w ise d  u p  to  the fact 
th a t som e thin g is g o in g  o n  w h ic h  has n o t 
been p re v io u s ly  a d ve rtise d  o n  to n ig h t’s ca rd 
a n d  th e y  are c lim b in g  th ro u g h  th e  ropes. I  
a m  also c lim b in g  th r o u g h  th e  ropes. A  cop 
tries to  stop m e a n d  I  th r o w  a le ft w h ic h  con
nects w it h  his n ose. Im m e d ia te ly  I  a m  
ju m p e d  b y  a  fe w  th o u san d  cops, a n d  th e  o n ly  
th in g  w h ic h  saves m e  fr o m  a te rrib le  d e a th
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is a lo t o f bottles w h ic h  com e flo atin g  in to  
th e  rin g .

I n  th e  dressing ro o m  I  a m  a w a k e n e d  b y  a 
lo t  o f c h illy  w a te r w h ic h  is tossed in  m y  face 
b y  D o n a h u e  a n d  m y  b o y  L e n . I  sit u p  v e r y  
s lo w ly  a n d  g ro a n  fo r a w h ile .

“ A l l  r ig h t ,”  I  s a y, “ stop the w a te r a lre a d y. 
I  feel as if  I  ju s t s w a m  th e  A t la n t ic .”

“ T i m , I  d o n ’t  k n o w  h o w  to tell y o u , b u t I  
h a v e  to  te ll y o u .”

“ W e ll, te ll m e a lr e a d y .”
“ T i m , I ’ m  th ro u g h  w ith  the fig h t g a m e .”
N o w  i t ’s fu n n y , b u t  I  sort o f e xp e c t this. 

M a y b e  I ’m  psychic. I  lo o k L e n  stra ig h t in  the 
e ye .

“ A d r ie n n e ? ”  I  say.
“ Y e s , T i m . S h e ’s been w a n tin g  m e to q u it 

a ll  a lo n g . T h a t ’ s w h y  she th r e w  m e  o v e r in 
th e  b e g in n in g . T h a t ’s w h y  she sort of to o k 
charge an d m ade thin gs difficu lt a fte r the 
first go w ith  B r e n n e r . S h e  k e p t te llin g  m e to 
becom e a statistician a gain . A n d  w e  started 
to  a rg u e , a n d  th e n , on the d a y  w e  came u p 
to  th e  tra in in g  cam p, a n d  y o u  came u p  there 
w it h  this g u y  G a r d n e r  R a n d e r b u n n , things 
w e re  sort o f m iserable b e tw e e n  A d r ie n n e  a n d 
m e.

“ S h e  said she d id n ’ t w a n t to stand in  m y  
w a y  o f b e co m in g m id d le w e ig h t cham p. A n d  
so she w e n t b a c k to R a n d e r b u n n . A t  first I  
th o u g h t she w a sn ’ t  interested in  m e a n y 
m o re , th a t she w as ju s t a n o th e r little  fo u r -  
flu shin g g o ld -d ig g e r. B u t  y o u  saw  w h a t h a p 
p e n e d  in  th a t se ve n th r o u n d . T h a t ’s real, 
T i m . T h a t ’s th e  re al th in g . S h e ’s tru e  b lu e , 
T i m .”

“ Y e a h , a n d  te ll h im  w h a t y o u  d id  to B r e n 
n e r ,”  D o n a h u e  chirps.

I  a m  re a d y  fo r  a n y th in g  n o w .
“ W h a t d id  y o u  to B r e n n e r ? ”  I  sa y. L e n  

shru gs.
“ A f t e r  y o u  got h it  on the head w ith  th a t

b o ttle , B r e n n e r  lost his te m p e r a n d  to o k  a 
s w in g  a t A d r ie n n e . A n d  th a t w a s ju s t a b it  
to o  m u c h  fo r  m e  a n d  I  g a ve  h im  a r ig h t 
u p p e rc u t to the ja w  an d— ”

“ H e  fle w  a m ile ,”  D o n a h u e  adds. “ I  b e t 
h e ’s still asleep. I  n e v e r saw  such a p u n c h . 
T h e  m o b  w e n t sheer o u t o f its m in d . I  n e v e r 
saw — ”

“ C lose y o u r  h e a d ,”  I  sa y to  D o n a h u e . 
T h e n , to L e n , “ Y o u  w e re  disq u alifie d  to 
n ig h t, b u t th e  p o in t is y o u  k n o c k e d  B r e n n e r  
cold a g a in .”  I  a m  n o w  a fig h t m a n a g e r once 
m o re  a n d  I  a m  seeing th in g s v e r y  c le a rly  in  
the c rysta l. I  s a y, “ W e ’ll get a n o th e r fig h t 
w ith  B r e n n e r . W e ’ll— ”

“ N o th in g  d o in g , T i m ,”  m y  b o y  says, w ith  a 
b it o f s o rro w  in  his vo ice , b u t firm  n o n e th e 
less. “ I ’m  th ro u g h  w ith  th e  fig h t gam e. I ’m  
go in g to m a r r y  A d rie n n e  an d becom e a statis
ticia n  fo r  fo r t y  b u cks a w e e k , o r  m a yb e  
tw e n ty -s e v e n  fift y . I ’m  s o rry  to le t y o u  d o w n , 
T i m , b u t .th a t’s th e  w a y  i t ’s go tta  b e .”

I  w o r k  re a l h a rd  a n d  fin a lly  p u t  a sm ile on 
m y  lips a n d  I  h o ld  o u t m y  h a n d  a n d  L e n  
takes it.

“ G o o d  lu c k , k i d ,”  I  say.
“ T h a n k s , T i m .”  H e  m o ve s to w a rd  th e  d o o r 

a n d  he says, “ I ’m  go in g d o w n  to th e  police 
station n o w , a n d  b a il A d r ie n n e  o u t. T h e y  
g o t h e r d o w n  fo r  d is o rd e rly  c o n d u ct a n d  dis
tu rb in g  the peace a n d  h ittin g  a cop in  the 
e ye . A n d  I  th in k  the re fe re e  is go in g to  p r e 
fe r charges o f assault a n d  b a tte r y . S h e  sure 
d id  s ta rt fire w o rk s  in  th a t r in g , d id n ’t  she?”  

“ Y e a h ,”  I  s a y , an d m y  voice sounds as i f  I  
ju s t got h it o n  the head a gain . M y  eyes h a ve  
a d u ll lo o k  as I  w a tc h  L e n  go o u t o f the 
dressing ro o m  a n d  o u t o f th e  fig h t gam e an d 
I  a m  seeing a p o te n tia l m id d le w e ig h t cham p 
w a lk  o u t o f m y  stable. I  lo o k  a t D o n a h u e  
a n d  he looks a t m e a n d  be fo re  he can get a 
w o r d  o u t I  sa y, “ Clo se  y o u r  h e a d .”

THRILLS IN SPORTS
(Concluded from page 74)

h im . T h e y  rode in  b re a k n e c k  fashion 
ca u g h t th e  ta il-e n d e rs , rode e ven  w it h  the 
p a c k . T h e y  had stolen th e ir  lap  a n d  w e re  
a lm o st ce rtain  w in n e rs .

T h e r e  w e re  o n ly  e ig h t m in u te s to go w hen  
th e  sh o u t arose: “ T h e r e  goes G o u lle t !”

T h e  o ld  m a ster h a d  ju m p e d  the field. H e  
ro d e  as he n e v e r had b e fo re . T h e  spokes 
tu rn e d  so fast th e y  seem ed lik e  s ilve r plates 
w it h  ru b b e r edges. H e  an d his b ig  T a s m a n i
a n  p a rtn e r re lie ve d  each o th e r e v e ry  lap. 
T h e y  h a d  been g re a t rid e rs fo r  y e a rs , b u t 
n e v e r  as g re a t as th e y  w e re  n o w .

G a s tm a n  a n d  L a n d s  p u rs u e d  m a d ly . T h e r e  
w e re  o n ly  a fe w  m in u te s le ft. I f  th e y  co u ld 
h a n g  onto th e  ta il o f th e  ve te ran s th e y  w o u ld  
h a v e  the race w o n  . . .  fo r  the fin a l g u n  
m ig h t sou n d b e fo re  G o u lle t  a n d  G r e n d a  w e re  
able to  lap the fie ld . B u t  the yo u n g ste rs w e re  
too w o r n . B i t  b y  b it, th e y  w e re  le ft  b e h in d , 
a n d  one s h o rt m in u te  be fo re  the race ended 
G o u lle t  a n d  G r e n d a  lapp e d th e  fie ld a n d 
assured them selves o f v ic to r y  .

T h e r e  h a ve  been thousands o f s ix -d a y  
races in  th e  h is to ry  o f th e  s p o rt, b u t n e v e r  
one w it h  such a h e a rt-th u m p in g  fin ish  as 
this one. I t  w as g re a t fo r  th e  o ld tim e rs . . . 
b u t  a  b itte r  d isa p p o in tm e n t to  th e  k id s  w h o  
h a d  m a de  such a v a lia n t e ffo rt.
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Scouts Flatface McGinty and Monk Avery go to the sticks—  
and find a kid who could toss that pebble over the moon!

M E  A N D  “ F la tfa c e ”  M c G in t y  are 
ra ttlin g  along this h ig h -c ro w n e d  
m acadam  ro a d , w o n d e rin g  w h a t 

g re a t A m e r ic a n ’s p ictu re  adorns the o n e - 
d o lla r b ill , a n d  w h e n  w e  w ill  see one again  
to  fin d  o u t the a n sw e r. M c G in t y  stares o u t 
the coupe’s w in d o w  an d g ru m b le s:

“ A s  fa r  as I ’m  concerned, M o n k , y o u  can 
h a ve  this c o u n try . C a n ’ t  see n o th in ’ b u t hills,

a n ’ a lotta  scrub p in e , an a m illio n  ro c ks.”  
T h e  heap groans to the top o f a n othe r sho rt 

h ill. I  snap o ff th e  ig n itio n , coast d o w n  a 
sh o rt grade, th e n  catch the engine fo r  th e  
clim b u p  the n e x t h ill. T h is  saves gas, b u t 
keeps m e  b u s y.

“ Y o u  b e tte r be th a n k fu l,”  I  re m in d  F l a t -  
face, “ th a t this c o u n try  is h illy . W e  m a y  
save e n o u g h  gas to re ach a to w n  this w a y . 
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W h e re  th e re ’s a to w n , th e re ’s fo o d , a n d  . . . 
U h ,  o h , d id  y o u  c o u g h , M c G in t y ? ”

I t ’s the h e a p ’s e n gine . I t ’ s d ra w in g  u p  the 
last fe w  d rib b le s o f gas fr o m  the ta n k . I  
choke h e r fu ll  and g u n  h e r h a r d , t r y in g  to 
co a x h e r o v e r  the to p  o f one m o re  h ill. S h e  
noses o v e r in  a j e r k y  lim p', a n d  w e  coast 
d o w n  in to  a sh a llo w  v a lle y .

M c G in t y  pushes his h a t ba ck o ff his b a ld  
head an d grabs h o ld  o f his m id d le . M c G in t y  
is once a p r ize  fig h te r, b u t a ll he can sho w  
fo r  it  n o w  is a face lik e  a pan cake co ve re d 
w it h  bu bb le s an d an appetite w h ic h  n e v e r 
goes A . W . O . L .

“ V e r m o n t!”  he g ro w ls . “ T h e y  sh o u ld  o f 
le ft the In d ia n s  ke e p  it. L is s e n , M o n k , i f  I  
d o n ’t  soon get so m e th in ’ to e a t, I ’l l  b u st u p  
one of th e m  m e a n -lo o k in ’ rocks in  m e tw o  
b a re  h a n ds, a n d  . . . H e y ! ”  H e  ru b s  some 
d u s t o ff o f th e  heap’s w in d o w . “ L o o k i t  th a t 
g u y  c h u c k  th e m  stone cocoanuts, w ill  y a ? ”

T h e r e  is a h illy  stretch o f cleared g ro u n d  
o n  F la tfa c e  M c G i n t y ’s side of th e  ro ad . I  
lo o k  w h e re  M c G in t y  po in ts an d see a b ig  g u y  
in  o ve ra lls  reach d o w n  to p ic k  u p  a ro c k  
a b o u t th e  size of his h e a d , a n d  h e ft it  in  his 
r ig h t h a n d , g e ttin g re a d y  to pitch  it.

T h e r e  is a p ile d -s to n e  w a ll a t the edge o f 
th e  cleared space th e  b ig  g u y  stands in , an d 
b e h in d  th a t stone w a ll is a th ic k  g r o w th  of 
b ra m b le s a n d  b ria rs  th a t o u g h t to m a ke  
P e te r  R a b b it  a v e r y  h a p p y  ho m e  in d e e d , p r o 
vid e d  h e  can fin d his w a y  th ro u g h  it.

“ H o l y  s m o k e !”  I  gasp. “ Y o u  m e a n  the 
r u b e ’s go n n a t r y  to toss th a t ro c k  a ll th e  w a y  
o v e r in to  th e m  bram bles? M u s t be a good 
fo r t y  fe e t. T h a t  a in ’t  no p in g -p o n g  b a ll th e  
k i d ’ s h e ftin g !”

M c G in t y  chew s on his lo w e r lip , w a tc h in g . 
“ T h a t ’s w h e re  he slun g th e  last b o u ld e r he 
p icke d  u p , M o n k . ’ C o u rs e  i t  w a s n ’t as b ig  as 
this one. H e y , m e bb e  w e  fo u n d  so m e th in ’ , 
h u n h , M o n k ?  A n ’ m e g r o w lin ’ a t th e  rocks 
o f N e w  E n g la n d !”

I ’M  T O O  b u s y w a tc h in g  th e  ru b e  k id  to 
a n sw e r. W a tc h in g  a n d  h o p in g . M c G in t y  

an d m e are  in  business fo r  ourselves as a 
couple o f a th le tic prospectors. W e  lea d a 
g y p s y  life , co m bin g th e  h in te rla n d s  fo r  y o u n g  
fe llo w s w h o ’v e  g o t so m e thin g on th e  b a ll, in  
th is  sp o rt o r  th a t, a n d  a in ’t  cashing in  o n  it.

L a s t  y e a r  w e  fo u n d  a b o m  le ft g u a rd  u p  in  
C a n a d a , a b ig  b o h u n k  w h o ’d  n e v e r h a d  his 
m itts  o n  a fo o tb a ll, b u t  to o k  to  th e  gam e lik e  
th e  to w n  n e ’e r - d o - w e ll  take s to  d rin k in g . 

W e  h a v e  a  lis t o f college coaches w h o  a re

w illin g , and able, to  p a y  fo r  good athletes, 
a n d  w e  fin a lly  a rra n g e d  a scholarship fo r  o u r 
le ft g u a rd  d o w n  at M id w e s t. T h e  k id  m a de  
little  A l l- A m e r ic a n  a n d  m e  an d F la tfa c e  M c 
G i n t y  collected a fiv e -h u n d r e d -d o lla r  bonus 
fr o m  th e  M id w e s t coach, w h o  has his a thletic 
council in  one h ip  p o c k e t a n d his a lu m n i in  
the o th e r.

M id w e s t is a y o u n g  school, a m b itio u s to 
b u ild  u p  prestige in  a h u r r y , a n d  n o n e  too 
choosy a b o u t h o w  th e y  do it. T h e y ’v e  pa id 
good prices to m e a n d M c G in t y  fo r  m ost of 
th e  boys w e  discovered.

I t  is som etim e n o w  since w e  send th e m  
a b o y , a n d  the ja lo p p y  eats u p  o u r d o u g h  
faster th a n  w e  do. S o  w h ile  w e  w a tc h  th a t 
k id  h e ft th a t p u m p k in -s ize d  ro c k , w e  are 
b o th  d re a m in g  o f steak a n d  F r e n c h  frie s , b e 
sides sw e atin g fre e ly .

“ I f  he tosses th a t ro c k  across th a t w a ll ,”  I  
b re a th e  d o w n  M c G i n t y ’s th ic k  n e c k , “ h e ’s a 
n a tu ra l sho t p u tte r. W hup!  T h e r e  she flies!”

A c ro s s  the fie ld  th e re , th e  ru b e  is flin gin g 
his le ft leg o u t in fr o n t of h im  lik e  a baseball 
p itc h e r, w h ile  he gets his w e ig h t w e ll u n d e r 
th a t sm all b o u ld e r. H is  u p flu n g  leg su d d e n ly 
snaps d o w n  h a rd , a n d  his w h o le  b ig  b o d y 
springs fo r w a r d  lik e  a j a c k - in - t h e - b o x . H e  
fo llo w s  th ro u g h  o n  th a t w e ig h t lik e  a n  
O ly m p ic  sh o t p u ttin g  ch a m p io n , a n d  th e n  
stands th e re , his b a rre l chest h e a v in g , w h ile  
he w atches the stone’s a rc lik e  flig h t to w a rd  
those b ria rs .

T h e  ro c k  skim s n a r r o w ly  o v e r  th e  w a ll 
a n d disappears in  th e  th ic k e t. F la tfa c e  M c 
G i n t y  sighs lik e  a g u y  g e ttin g  his firs t r e a l-  
life  lo o k  a t L a n a  T u r n e r , a n d  I ’m  c ra w lin g  
o u t fro m  b e h in d  th e  ja lo p ’s w h e e l a lre a d y , 
ru n n in g  across th a t s to n y field to w a rd  the 
b ig  ru b e .

“ S ta n d  s till r ig h t w h e re  y o u ’re  a t!”  I  y e ll 
to  h im , a n d  cock an eye b a c k a t M c G in t y . 
“ B r in g  th e  tape m e a sure , F la tfa c e .”

T h e  ru b e  stands th e re  g a p in g  a t m e  lik e  
I ’ d  ju s t c ra w le d  o u t fr o m  u n d e r a w e t ro c k .

“ T h is  h e re ’s p riv a te  p r o p ’t y , m is te r, ’case 
y o u  a i n ’t  a w a r e s  o f  i t , ”  h e  s a y s .

H e ’s a re d h e a d , b u ilt  lik e  a S h e rm a n  ta n k , 
w ith  legs lik e  th e  B ig  In c h  a n d  a rm s lik e  
y o u n g  o a k trees. H is  face is a fie ld d a y  fo r  
fre ckle s. H e  has pale b lu e  eyes, a b e a k  nose, 
a n d  a sm a ll, h u n g r y -lo o k in g  m o u th . W h ic h  
last is a s to rm  w a rn in g , b u t n e ith e r m e n o r 
F la tfa c e  M c G in t y  has e n o u g h  sense to  re ad  
it.

“ W h a d d a y a  m e a n , stan ’ s till? ”  h e  goes o n . 
“ I  re c k o n  I ’l l  m o v e  i f  I  ta k e  th e  m in d  t o .”
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H e ’s g o t a ja w  th e  size o f a  b lo c k  o f g ra n ite , 

a n d  ju s t as h a r d -lo o k in g . H e  starts to  w a lk . 
“ D o n ’t  m o v e !”  I  say.
“ L is t e n  h e r e ,”  h e  says. H e ’s got one o f 

th e m  n asal voices, w it h  sa n dpa pe r in i t  “ I  
d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t y o u r  gam e is ,”  he raps. 
“ B u t  m e , I  g o t to  clear th e  stones o ff this 
fie ld  afo re  s u n d o w n . P o p ’s go n n a p a y  m e  
fifty  cents fe r the jo b , a n ’ I  go tta  keep m o v in ’ . 
S o  . . . H e y , are y o u  cra sy, m is te r? ”

I ’ m  d o w n  o n  one k n e e , h o ld in g  m y  h a n d  
o n  the spot h e ’ s ju s t stepped fr o m . M c G in t y  
comes r u n n in g  u p  w it h  the tap e, w e  stretch 
it across to  th e  w a ll, an d M c G i n t y  reads it. 

“ F o r t y - f i v e  e ve n , M o n k .”
“ See if  y o u  can fin d th a t ro c k  he ju s t 

h e a ve d , w ith o u t m a k in g  a h a m b u rg e r o u t of 
y o u rs e lf in  those b ra m b le s .”

“ D o n ’t m e n tio n  fo o d to m e unless y o u  
k n o w  w h e re  w e  can get so m e ,”  g ro w ls F l a t -  
face M c G in t y .

B u t  he beats a p a th  in to  th e  b r ia r  p a tch , 
a n d  comes w a lk in g  ba ck w it h  a ro u n d , 
jag g ed  ro c k  th e  size o f h is he a d. I  lo o k  u p  
a t th e  re d -h e a d e d  ru b e , an d he stares r ig h t 
ba ck a t m e  lik e  h e ’s ce rtain  I ’m  b o o b y ha tch  
b a it. '

“ T h a t  th e  one y o u  ju s t tossed?”  I  ask h im . 
“ Y u p  . . . L is t e n , m is te r, this is costin’ 

m e m o n e y . U n le s s  y o u ’ re f ix in ’ to p a y  m e fo r  
the tim e  I ’m  w a s tin ’— ”

I  ign o re  the suggestion, w h ic h  strikes m e 
as s illy .

“ H e f t  i t ,”  I  say to  M c G in t y . “ T a k e  a 
guess.”

M c G in t y  flips th e  ro c k  s lo w ly  fro m  one 
b ig  h a n d  to th e  o th e r. H is  w id e  face take s o n  
a th o u g h tfu l e xpression.

“ I f  it  a in ’t  sixte e n  p o u n d s ,”  h e  says, “ it ’s 
doggone close to  it. H e r e , w h a d d a y a  th in k ? ”  

I ’ve  h a n d led  a sta n d a rd  s ix te e n -p o u n d  shot 
in m y  tim e , a n d  th e  stone feels a b o u t th a t 
w e ig h t to m e . I  sm ile a t th e  s la c k -ja w e d  
ru b e , an d tu r n  o n  th e  A v e r y  c h a rm , w h ic h  
M c G in t y  says th e re  re a lly  a in ’t a n y .

“ W h a t m ig h t be y o u r  n a m e , son?”  
“ R e u b e n  M a c D id d le .”
I  sta rt to say “ C u t  th e  c o m e d y ,”  then  I  

lo o k  at th a t dead sober face an d I  see he a in ’t 
k id d in g .

“ H o w  o ld are y o u , R e u b e n ? ”
“ E ig h te e n .”  H is  nasal voice has a clipped 

tone to  it.
“ Y o u  fin ish h ig h  school, d id  y o u ? ”
“ Y u p , finished last y e a r. L is t e n , m is te r, I  

g o t n o  tim e  to  ch e w  th e  c u d  w it h  y o u . T h is  
is costin’ m e m o n e y .”

“ H o w  w o u ld  y o u  lik e  to  go to  college, 
M a c D id d le ? ”  I  a sk h im . “ F r e e  fo r n o th in ’ . ”

T H E  pale eyes n a rr o w  a n d  th e  sm a ll 
m o u th  looks h u n g r y , b u t th e n  he sniffs 

th ro u g h  th a t b e a k  nose.
“ Y o u ’re  jo s h in ’ . J o e  D e e n s  is g o in ’ to  one 

of th e m  places, a n ’ i t ’s cost his m o m  p le n ty , 
a ’r e a d y .”

I ’m  b e g in n in g  to get this ru b e  k i d ’s n u m 
b e r. H e  is s lig h tly  m o re  th a n  so m e w hat fo n d  
o f a d o lla r. I  sw itch  th e  subject.

“ Y o u  got a n y  k in d  of a w e ig h in ’ scales a t 
the fa r m  w h e re  y o u ’re  liv in ’ , M a c D id d le ? ”  

“ S u re — fe r w e ig h in ’ sacks o f po ta te rs. 
B u t — ”

“ C o m e  o n  th e n .”  I  n o d  d o w n  at th e  ro c k  
in m y  m itts . “ I f  this th in g  w e ig h s in a n y 
w h e re  n e a r s ixte e n , y o u  g o t a chance to  
change y o u r  ■whole fu tu re , y o u n g  fe lla .”  I  
lo o k  stra ig h t at h im . “ Y o u ’ll la u g h  a t y o u r 
self fo r  w o r k in ’ so h a rd  to  e a rn  fift y  cents.”  

T h a t  last line gets h im . H e ’s c u rio u s, an d 
he leads us stra ig h t to th e  M a c D id d le  fa rm . 
H e  p u m p s m e ste a d y. I  stall h im , n o t w a n t
ing to c o m m it m y s e lf till w e  w e ig h  in  th a t 
stone,

R e u b e n ’s o ld m a n  is in  the b a rn  a lo n g w ith  
the W id o w  D e e n s  a n d h e r d a u g h te r, M a r 
jo r y , fro m  the n e ig h b o rin g  fa r m . O ld  M a r t in  
M a c D id d le , w h o  is the s p ittin ’ im age  o f R e u 
ben , o n ly  sm a lle r, is t r y in g  to  sell the w id o w  
a m ilc h  co w . M r s  D e e n s is a sto u tish , 
ple a sa n t-fa ce d  w o m a n , a ro u n d  fo r t y , w h ile  
th a t d a u g h te r o f hers is p r e tty  e n o u g h  to 
a d o rn  a calendar a d ve rtisin g  M ia m i.

W e  in tro d u c e  ourselves a ll a ro u n d , a n d  
th e n  th e y  all w a tc h , b u g -e y e d , w h ile  I  h a n g  
th a t ro c k  on M a c D id d le ’s scales, a n d  ta k e  a 
re a d in g . I t  comes to seventeen po u n d s, an d 
I  chu ckle a t F la tfa c e  M c G in t y .

“ I f  he can th r o w  this th in g  fo r t y -fiv e , h e ’d 
shove the s ix te e n -p o u n d  b a ll o u t som ew here 
a ro u n d  fift y . W e ’v e  s tru c k  g o ld , M c G i n t y .”  

B y  n o w  th e  ru b e  k id  is losing his patience. 
“ Je s t w h a t are y o u  d r iv in ’ a t, m is te r? ”
I  g iv e  h im  a s h o rt lec tu re  o n  ath le tic 

scholarships as th e y  e x is t a t ce rtain  schools 
th ro u g h o u t this g re a t c o u n try . I  e x p la in  to 
h im  th a t ye a rs o f p itc h in g  th e m  ro cks o ff of 
th is  an d th a t fie ld , plus a n a tu r a l b u ild  fo r 
the w e ig h t e ve n ts, has m a de  h im  a shot 
p u tte r, w h ile  he  doesn’ t e ve n  re a lize  it.

“ Y o u  got a fo u r -y e a r  college e ducation 
r ig h t in  the p a lm  o f y o u r  h a n d ,”  I  te ll h im . 
“ A n d  i t  w o n ’t  cost y o u  a p e n n y .”

T h a t  sm all m o u th  o f his tig h te n s. I t  seems
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We mean it! SEND NO MONEY. Just send name and 
address and we will rush your Tabs by return mail. 
ROSSE PRODUCTS CO., Dept. 727, 2708 Farwell 
Ave., Chicago 45, Illinois.

h e  ain ’t ov e r ly  fon d  o f b o o k  learning. A n d  
h e  says h is o ld  m an’s paying him  tw o and a 
h a lf bu ck s a w eek  plus room  and board , right 
h ere  at hom e. H e d on ’t sm oke, drink, n or go 
to  the m ovies, so h e ’s savin ’ plenty.

I ’m  w atching that stu bborn  ja w  on  the kid, 
and I ’m  rem em bering the q u ick  w ay  he flares 
u p  w hen  I te ll him  to stand still, a fter he 
p itches that stone. H e ’s one o f these can 
tankerous kinds, that d on ’t like to  be told 
noth in ’ .

I p lay  a h u n ch  that the old  m an is as fond  
o f a dollar as the k id  is. I take the old  man 
aside from  the others. I exp la in  abou t B arney  
Sim m s, the track  coach  dow n  at M idw est. I 
te ll h im  B arn ey ’s got p len ty  o f m on ey  beh ind  
h im — w h ich  is true en ough — and I explain  
that the kid  w ill p robab ly  be  able to  w ork  
fo r  his m eals, and w ind  a fe w  clock s on ce  a 
w eek , and end up w ith  m on ey  to spare at the 
finish  o f each  co llege  sem ester.

“ H ow  m u ch ?”  the old m an asks qu ick ly .
“ D epen ds on h ow  hard he w orks, and h ow  

far he shoves the shot out there for  B arney,”  
I tell the old  man. B ut I can see b y  the lo o k  
in  h is eye  that I ’ve got him . “ M aybe a h u n 
dred  or tw o. L ik e  I say, it— ”

I cut o ff short as the old  m an w heels and 
glares at his son.

“ R eu ben ,”  he says, “ from  n ow  on, you  
m ind  you r m anners tow ard  M r. A v e ry  here 
and  M r. M cG inty. Y o u ’re  go in ’ to co lle g e !”

W ell, lik e  I say, B arney  Sim m s is eager fo r  
po in t-w in n in g  track m en. B ut b e fore  he 
coughs up  half a grand to  m e and F latface 
M cG inty, fo r  steering a g ood  b o y  dow n  to  
M idw est, he w ants p ro o f that the b o y ’s rea lly  
g ot it.

M e and M cG in ty  w atch  the papers till w e  
see w h ere  th ere ’s a M ay D ay celebration  
planned fo r  a tow n  across state a w ays. 
W h ich  m eans a track  m eet, any w ay  you  
lo o k  at it. W e w rite to the n ew spaper over 
there, find out there’s a shot put scheduled, 
and it’s open  to an ybody  that w ants to enter.

M e, F latface M cG inty, and R euben  M a c- 
D idd le  are right on hand at the shot put 
circle , w hen  that m eet gets started.

It is the k id  s first look  at a track  m eet—  
they  bypassed  track for  a ball team  at his 
h igh sch ool— so I coach  him , p lenty.

“ Y ou  got to keep you r feet inside that 
chalked  circle , M acD iddle. Y o u  get three 
official throw s, but if you  stum ble over  that 
fo u l board  at the fron t o f the circle , it d on ’t 
m ake n o  d ifferen ce h ow  far you  put that big 
ba ll out there. It d on ’t cou nt for  nothing. So
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Free for Asthma
I f  you suffer with attacks o f  Asthm a so terrible you 
choke and gasp fo r  breath, i f  restfu l sleep is impossible 
because o f  the struggle to  breathe, i f  you feel the disease 
is slow ly wearing your life away, don’t fa il to  send at 
once to the Frontier Asthm a Co. fo r  a free trial o f  a 
remarkable method. N o matter where you live or whether 
you have any faith in any remedy under the Sun, send 
for  this free trial. I f  you have suffered a  lifetim e and 
tried everything you could learn o f  w ithout re lie f : even 
if  you are utterly discouraged, do not abandon hope but 
send today fo r  this free trial. It w ill coat you nothing. 
Address:

FRONTIER ASTHMA CO.
2 5 7 -W  Frontier B ldg.

462 Niagara S treet Buffalo 1, N . Y.

S A V E S  
B A R B E R  B IL L S

,  'T o  0)9 RUf a* It comSst Easy! r  
Quick! Keopa roeo’e, women’s  S  

r children’ *! hair trim, neat,freshly* " 
cut looking1 a ll  th e  t im e !  Trims, i,
t a n e r s  th ln a  o n t  n n e u a n h e ir  .  ------  _ _

' Ilk® ordinary comb. Safe. Simple. .
F<o exparfaneo required. Fine for legs, underarms! S oils  like wild?
SAMPLES FOR AGENTS

do you WORRY!
ABOUTWhy worry and suffer any 

longer if tve can help you?
Try a Brooks Patented Air 
C u sh ion . T h is  m a rv e lo u s  
appliance for most forms of 
reducible rupture is GUARAN
TEED to bring YOU heavenly 
comfort and security—day and 
night—at work and play—or it 
costs you NOTHING. Thousands 
happy, light, neat-fitting. No hard pads or springs. 
For men, women, and children. Durable, cheap." 
S ent on trial to prove it. Not sold in stores. Beware 
of imitations. Write for Free Book on Rupture, no* 
risk trial order plan, and proof of results. All Cor* 
respondence Confidential.
Brooks Company, 382-G State Street, Marshall, Mich.

PRA YER

— ju st take it easy. Y o u  got it all ov e r  these 
oth er chum ps w ith ou t h ardly  try in ’ , the w ay  
I look  at it.”

“ Y e a h ? ”  says M acD idd le  th rou gh  his nose.
H e d on ’t sou n d  v e ry  enthusiastic. H e ’s one 

o f these iceb erg  types that y o u  d on ’t get to  
k n o w  overn ight. M e and M cG in ty  have seen 
a lot o f  him  b y  now . W e ’ve  been  h elp ing h im  
out w ith  his farm  chores, to  earn ou r  keep 
ou t there w h ile  w e  w ait fo r  M ay D ay, but 
the k id  don ’t unbend him self, o r  get at all 
friend ly . In  his you ng  eyes, w e ’re  still just 
a pair o f fa st-ta lk in ’ slickers.

“ It’s too bad  y o u  ain ’t had a rea l shot to 
practise up w ith ,”  I tell him .

M e and M cG in ty  had w on d ered  abou t b o r 
row in g  m on ey  to bu y  one, bu t w e  never 
cou ld  get en ough  n erve  up. N ot in  that 
household ! B ut the k id  can b orrow  som e
b od y  else ’s shot to toss in this m eet.

“ A ll right, k id ,”  I say. “ L ook s lik e  y o u ’re  
up  first. M ake it a g ood  on e .”

The prayers o f  the most worthy people often fail. Why?
The unworthy often have the greatest health, success, 
riches and happiness. The best, smartest, and most in
dustrious people often have only pain, poverty and sor
row. Why? Thirty years ago, in Forbidden Tibet, behind 
the highest mountains in the world, a young Englishman 
found the answers to these questions. His eyes were 
opened by the strangest mystic he met during his twenty- 
one years o f travels in the Far East. Sick then, he re
gained health. Poorthen, he acquired wealth and world
wide professional honors. Hewantstotell the whole world 
what he learned, and offers to send a 9,000-word treatise, 
FREE, to everyone who asks promptly. It is a first step 
to the POWER that KNOWLEDGE gives. There is 
no obligation. Write for YOUR FREE COPY today. 
IN S T IT U T E  o f  M E N T A L P H Y S IC S ,  Dept. 648-A 
3 1 3  So u th  H obart E lvd„  L o s  A n g e le s  4 , Calif. l v *

IIE G O E S ou t there, w earin g  h is u n d er
w ear top  fo r  a jersey , and fo r  track  

shorts, a pair o f  cu t dow n  dungaree pants. 
H e ’s g o t  tennis shoes on  his oversize  feet, a ll 
o f  w h ich  m akes qu ite  a p icture. T he cro w d  
hem s arou nd  h im  as he p icks up  the w eight.

P ersonally , I ’m  look in g  fo r  h im  to fo u l on  
his first try. B u t he stays inside that circle . 
T hat s ix teen -p ou n d  lead  ball rests in  his b ig  
m itt easy as pie, a fter the h ea d -s ize  stones 
h e ’s used to  tossing. H e lifts  his le ft  leg, hops 
across there and heaves it.

I 'm  look in g  fo r  h im  to put one ou t th ere 
a rou n d  fo r ty -fiv e  feet. T he p ill starts out 
lik e  it m eans business, then loses its zip  in  
m id -fligh t and digs its ow n  grave in  the 
grou nd  at th irty -e igh t.

I frow n  at the k id  as h e  steps out o f the 
circle . “ W hat h ap pen ed ?”

“ C an ’t get m y  fingers in back  o f that ba ll,”  
the k id  tells me. “ It's too  b lam e little .”

T here is three other m en entered  in  the 
event, and their first tries all g o  out past 
M a cD id d le ’s.

T ry  that iron  ba ll on  y o u r  n ext on e ,”  I te ll 
him . “ It’s b igger than the lead on e you  w ere  
using. A n d  put som e pep in it .”

H e gets fo r ty -o n e  feet and a fraction  w ith  
the b ig  iron  ball, but he loses his ba lance and 
stum bles ov e r  the fo u l board. S o the toss 
doesn ’t count, and even  i f  it does, fo r ty -o n e  
fee t d on ’t w in  n o  hosannas— or ch eck s— from  
B arn ey  S im m s dow n  at M idw est.

“ O u ch !"  groans M cG in ty , and look s



m ou rn fu lly  at m e. “ Y ou  s’pose O ld  M an 
M acD idd le  cou ld  use a cou p le  o f  regu lar 
hands out at the farm , M on k ? M e stom ach ’s 
got used to three squares a day, and som e
th in ’ tells m e w e ’re  back in ’ a loser.’ ’

I concentrate  on  the ru be  kid.
“ Y o u ’ve  on ly  g ot one m ore  try ,”  I tell 

him . Y o u ’ve  got to com e through, kid! 
Y o u ’ve  got to m ake on e g ood  toss in an o ffi- 
cia l m eet, or  B arney  Sim m s w o n ’t g ive  a 
h oot fo r  y o u  . . . W hat w en t w ron g  that 
tim e ?”

“ T his h ere ’s a m ite d ifferen t from  ch ucking  
stones o ff ’n a fie ld ,”  he says, and shrugs his 
b ig  shoulders.

“ It oughtta be  easier fo r  y o u ,”  I rem ind 
him , bu t he look s at me, dum blike.

H e com es up for  his th ird and last try  and 
I ’m  p ray in ’. H e kn ow s th ere ’s a lot dep en d 
in ’ on  him, this tim e, and he seem s to  be  
try in ’ , but the p ill p lops in to the tu rf at an 
even  fo r ty -tw o  feet. W hich  is good, u n d er
stand, for  a M ay D a y  m eet in a sm all tow n, 
but w h ich  d on ’t earn him  n o  scholarship  to  
M idw est C ollege.

I’m  too d isgusted even  to talk, bu t w hile 
the k id  changes his clothes, M cG in ty  says:

“ W e expected  too  m uch, M onk. A fter  all, 
it was his first crack  at a rea l track  m eet. 
Y o u  ask me, all that kid needs is practise.”

“ S o ? ”
“ S o ,”  says F latface M cG inty , “ there ’s 

gonna be  a C oun ty  F air n ex t m onth, and an
other track  m eet, a ccord in ’ to the n ew s
papers. I ’m  fo r  g iv in ’ the k id  another crack  
at it.”

“ W hat’s the u se? Unless he has a rea l shot 
to w ork  out w ith .”

“ I w as thinkin ’ ,”  says M cG inty , “ m ebbe  
w e  cou ld  bu y  that b ig  iron  ba ll from  the fella  
that ow n s it.”

T H I S  M A N ’S  J O B

Pays well in good or bad times. . .  He’s a

FINGER PRINT EXPERT
Learn this fascinating profession right at home!
I.A .S . h a s  ta u g h t th ousands o f  m en and w om en th l*  
exciting , profitable, p leasant w ork . L et us teach you, 
too, in y o u r  ow n hom e, during spare time. You 
should  have no d ou b t o f  the  possib ilities  in th is  fine 
field. T h ink  o f  i t  . . i

( j ?  fg f  o f  a ll Identification bureaus
/ ®  In  Am erica em ploy I. A . S.

graduates o r  students. This fa c t  a lone is am ple e v i
dence o f  the thorou gh , p ra ctica l tra in ing  given. W hat 
others h a ve  done, you  too , shou ld  be able  to  do.

Here  Is P r o o f  That It Is NOT
Difficult

O f th e  six finger prints 
a t  the le ft, tw o o f  
them  are alike. See 
i f  you  can  find the 
m atch in g  prints. O f 
course, there is m uch  
m ore  to  learn than 
the m ere m atch in g  
o f  finger prints, but 
you  ge t the idea.

Fit Yourself 
Now for a 

Post-War Job
“ W ith  w h a t?”
“ B et I cou ld  sell ou r spare tire, M onk, fo r  

en ough  to b u y  it .”
“ L isten ,”  I started to yell, “ w e  need  that 

tire, M cG inty. W e— ”
B ut M cG in ty  is on his w ay  already. I can 

see h e ’s got som ething, and I decide  not to 
stop him. . . .

M e and M cG in ty  w ork  ou rselves sick, that 
n ex t m onth, trying to teach  the k id  to shove 
that regu lation  ba ll ou t there. B ut the k id ’s 
lost all enthusiasm , after flubbin g  ou t so bad  
in  the m eet. H e look s on the practise ses
sions as so m u ch  extra  w ork . A n d  the farm

[Turn page]

Instead  o f  be in g  Just one o f  thousands o f  m en look in g  
fo r  peacetim e jobs , p rep a re  now  to  obta in  a position  
that pays w ell fro m  the start and offers a  fine fu 
ture throu ghou t a  lifetim e. Send tod ay  (sta tin g  a ge ) 
fo r  our grea t F ree B ook . Use the coupon I

I N S T I T U T E  O F  A P P L I E D  S C I E N C E
D e p t . 7 9 6 9 ,  1 9 2 0  S u n n y s id e  A v e ., C h ic a g o  4 0 ,  III.

Send for FR EE  copy of .... , 
“THE BLUE BOOK OF CRIME ’g

IN S T IT U T E  O F  A P P L IE D  SC IE N C E
D ept. 79 6 9 *  1 9 2 0  Sun nyside  A ve., C h ica g o  4 0 ,  III.
Gentlemen: Without obligation, send me the “ Blue Book of Crime'*: 
and complete list of Identification Bureaus employing I.A.S. stu
dents or graduates, also information regarding cost and terms. 

(Literature sent only to persons stating age.)
N a m e . Age.
Address.............................................................................................................

—w a  w •  w — — — u.-a.
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Learn this 
Profitable 
Profession

IN 90 DAYS 
AT HOME

tONEY-MAKING CAREER OPEN 
to MEN and WOMEN, 18 to 50

Hundreds of men and women between 18 and 60 make $10 to
$20 in a single day giving Scientific Swedish Massage and 
Hydro-Iherapy treatments. There is big demand from doc
tors, hospitals, sanatoriums and clubs. Graduates earn large 
full time incomes from these or in private practice in their own 
offices. Others make good money from home treatments given 
in spare time. Learn this interesting, money-making profession 

in your own home, through our home study 
course. Same instructors as in our nationally 
known resident school. You can win independ
ence and prepare for future security by qualify
ing for our Diploma. Course can be completed 
In 8 to 4 months. Many earn while they learn. 
Begin your training at once.

A n a to m y  C h a rts  &  B o o k le t F R E E
Enroll now and we will include, at no extra cost, 
many needed supplies. Fit yourself to help meet 
growing Remand for Scientific Swedish Massage. 
Send the coupon at once for complete details. 
Anatomy Charts and 32-page illustrated Booklet. 
FREE, postpaid.

THE COLLEGE OF SWEDISH MASSAGE
Dept. 663R, 100 East Ohio St., Chicago II, Illinois
Please send me FREE ana postpaid. Anatom? Charte, B2-paje
Booklet and complete details on Home Training.

Namet______ _______ _
Address... 
at?.____ ..State.....

T E S T  T H IS  F R E E  F O R

D I S T U R B E D  S L E E P
Don’ t disturb your sleep by getting  up many tim es nightly  due to 
irritation o f  Bladder or Urinary Tract. Learn now about PALMO 
TABLETS — and try them at our own risk. A ll you do is  sim ply test 
20  tablets FREE out o f  the fu ll-size package w e send you. If 
palliative re lie f doesn 't surprise and delight you, return the extra 
tablets and you pay nothing for the trial. No C.O.D. or postage. 
SEND NO MONEY. Mail name and address today and w e Will send 
your PALMO TABLETS at once — postpaid!
H. D. POWERS CO., Dept. 12-595, Box 135, Battle Creek, Mich.

BE A D E T E C T I V E
WORK HOME or TRAVEL. Experience unnecessary. 
DETECTIVE Particulars FREE. W rite to 
GEO. R. H. WAGNER, 125 W . 86th St., N .  Y .

F R E E  B O O K -
O n  C h r o n i c  A i l m e n t s

i  r jke  doorway 
.•^ H E A LT H

RECTAl^COLOHIC 
AILMENTS

40-page F R E E  BOOK explains the causes 
and effects o f  these ailments. W rite today —  
Thornton & M inor Clinic, Suite 1256, 926 McGee 
St., Kansas City, Mo.

w o r k  keeps h im  p len ty  busy, to  start w ith. 
L ik e  I say, h e ’s got a lon g  streak o f stu b 
born ness in him , and m e and M cG in ty  have 
to  bu tter h im  dow n  som e to k eep  h im  
w ork ing .

H e gets so he can sh ove the p ill ou t arou nd  
fo r ty -fo u r , and on ce  in a lon g  w h ile  h e  beats 
fo rty -fiv e . It’ s still n ot enough, ‘  n ot fo r  
B arney  Sim m s. W hen  I te ll the k id  so, he 
flares up  a little.

“ L ook s  like I jest a in ’t cu t out fo r  it then, 
M r. A v ’ry . L ik e  I say, it a in ’ t the sam e as 
p itch in ’ them  rocks. P itch in ’ them , I m ost 
alw ays had a target to  aim  at.”

“ W ait a m in u te !”  I say, sort o f startled. 
“ T hat’s it, then. H old  it a m inute.”

I w alk  aw ay from  the shot put c irc le  m e 
and M cG in ty  have fixed  up  for  practise, and 
th row  together a little stone w a ll about 
fo r ty -fiv e  feet ou t there.

“ T ry  aim in ’ at that.”  I tell him .
H e w in ds up and lets go  w ith  one that just 

clears the w all I ’ve  bu ilt fo r  him  to aim  at. 
I grin  at M cG in ty , he grins back, and w e 
m ove  the w all ba ck  to fo r ty -s ix  feet. S o  the 
k id  drops that iron  pill k e r -p lu n k  in the 
cen ter o f it.

“ N o use, M on k ,”  M cG in ty  sighs. “ F o r ty - 
five  seem s to  be  the k id ’s lim it.”

H e starts w alk in g  aw ay glu m ly  through  
O ld M an M acD id d le ’s corn  field.

“ W h ere  y o u  g o in ’, F la tfa ce ?”
“ Just fo r  a w a lk ,”  says M cG inty .

1K N O W  different. M cG in ty  takes a lot o f 
these even in g  strolls, h ere lately , and I 
on ce  seen him  take a taxi to  go  tw o b lo ck s  in 

N ew  Y ork , rather than leg  it.
“ G ive m y regards to the w id o w ,”  I y e ll at 

him.
Y ou n g  M acD idd le  stares at me. “ H e g o in ’ 

to the D eens p la ce ? ”  he asks, cock in g  his red 
head  tow ard  M cG inty.

“ M cG in ty  likes to eat,”  I tell him , sighing. 
“ M rs. D eens m akes v e ry  g ood  b lu eb erry  
pies, to hear F latface tell it. F igu re  it out for  
y ou rse lf.”

“ W h y ,”  says the rube, “ I ’m  w ay  ahead o f 
you . A n d  I ’ll bet you  she lands h im .”

I look  at him  w ith  m y m outh  hanging 
open . “ H o w ’s th a t?”

“ W hy, sh u cks,”  he says, “  ’tain ’t n o  secret 
hereabouts that the W id ow  D eens is hun tin ’ 
a h u b b y .”

“ I d on ’t  be lieve  it, M acD idd le . M cG in ty  
w ou ld n ’t lo o k  tw ice  at that o ld  dam e. It’s 
those b lu eb erry  pies, or— or m a y b e  that 
g o o d -lo o k in ’ g ir l o v e r  there. T hat M arjory . 
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H o w  co m e  y o u  a in ’ t b een  m a k in ’ g o o -g o o  
ey es  at that on e , b y  the w a y ? ”  I ask him .

“ P o p  says I ’m  too  y o u n g  to th in k  a b ou t 
girls, M r. A v e r y . B es id e s” — h e look s  k in d  o f 
w istfu l— “ costs  a m int o f  m o n e y  to  spark  a 
girl, these days. B u t the w id o w ’ll lan d  y o u r  
sid ek ick , su re  as sh ootin ’. Y o u  ju st take m y  
w o rd  fo r  it.”

W h en  M cG in ty  ro lls  in a b ou t m idnight,
I ’m  u p  w aitin g  fo r  him .

“ Ju st a sh ort w a lk ,”  I tell h im , sarcastic. 
“ L isten , F la tface , y o u  ca n ’t d o  th is to  m e. 
S u re , it’s a n ice  little  farm , b u t sh e ’s m u ch  
too  old . B esides, y o u  a in ’t the typ e  to  m a rry  
fo r  m o n e y .”

H e stares at m e. b la n k -fa ce d . “ W h at’s 
ea tin ’ on  you , M o n k ?  Y o u  b een  ra id in ’ O ld  
M an M a cD id d le ’s stock  o f  h ard  c id e r ? ”

I figu re  his tro u b le ’s a gu ilty  con scien ce . 
“ A ll  right, p reten d  y o u  d o n ’t k n o w  w h at I ’m  
talkin  ’abou t. B u t sh e ’ ll lead  y o u  a d o g ’s 
life . Y o u  a in ’t cu t ou t fo r  fa rm in ’. Y o u  b e t 
ter  stick  w ith  o l ’ M on k , F latface. W e h ave  
o u r  ups an ’ dow n s, m aybe. B u t th ere ’s lots 
to  b e  said  fo r  the g y p sy  life  w e  b een  lea d in ’ .”

M cG in ty  shakes h is b ig  h ead  fro m  side to 
side. “ I ’m  g o in ’ to bed , M on k . T ak e it easy. 
Y o u ’ll b e  ok a y  in the m o rn in ’ .”

I k n o w  h ow  he feels. It ’s a sk u n k  trick  
h e ’s pu llin g, ru n n in g  ou t on  m e. H e k n ow s 
it, an d  h e 's  a fra id  to  ta lk  it ou t in  th e  open , 
fo r  fea r  I ’ll ta lk  h im  o u t o f  it. I gu ess them  
fam ou s b lu e b e rry  p ies o f  th e  w id o w ’s is w hat 
tells  the story . M cG in ty  w as a lw a ys an easy 
m ark , w h en  it com es to fo o d , an ’ a lw ays w ill 
be . T hat d es ig n in ’ W id o w  D een s k n o w s  it, 
an d  p lays on  h is w eakness.

H e g o e s  fo r  an oth er “ sh ort w a lk ”  th e  fo l 
lo w in ’ n ight, and  the on e  a fter that, and  again  
th e  n e x t  n ight. I sw ear u n der m y  breath  at 
th e  w ay  he deserts  m e, le a v in ’ m e to  sw eat 
o u t the k id ’s p ractise  sessions a ll b y  m y  lo n e 
som e.

I figu re  it ’s g o o d -b y e , M cG in ty , and it 
h urts  m e m o re  than  I let h im  see, ’cau se m e 
an d  M cG in ty ’v e  b een  tog e th er  som e y ea rs  
a lrea d y . T h e on ly  ch a n ce  to  w ise  h im  up, and  
sa v e  h im  fro m  that w o m a n ’s clu tch es, the 
w a y  I lo o k  at it, is to  im p ro v e  the p a rtn er 
sh ip ’s fortu n es. A  n ice  ch e ck  fro m  B a rn ey  
S im m s d ow n  at M id w est w ill d o  it, so  I 
w o r k  h ard er than ever  to  get that ru b e  k id  
sh o v in g  that iron  p ill o u t there.

B u t w h en  I d r iv e  h im  d ow n  to  the C ou n ty  
F a ir  fo r  the final b ig  test, h e ’s still a f o r t y -  
f iv e - fo o t  shot putter.

F la tfa ce  d o n ’t ev en  r id e  d o w n  th ere  w ith
{Turn page]
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T w ic e  a x
LIFE INSURANCE
Policy Pays 
During FIRST

UIH.LIjb
COSTS ONLY ?100 A MONTH

This is your opportunity to obtain Life Insurance backed by Legal Reserves, that provides genuine 
protection, not only for your loved ones but your
self, too! Pioneer THREE-WAY Life Insurance 
Policy provides CASH for YOU in emergencies . . .  
CASH for your FAMILY when you pass on. Offers 
features found In much more expensive policies I

These Benefits
5 YEAR Periodl
T r a v e l  A c c i d e n t a l  

> l o s e  o f  l i fe

A u to m o b ile  A c c id e n 
tal lo s s  o f  l i f e

l o t t o f  l i f e d u e t o  A n y  
Sickness, A n y  A ccfr  
dent or Natural cou ses

1 0  P O IN T  P R O T E C T I O N
Policy pays FULL benefits for Loss of Life due to  
(1) Natural Causes. (2) Any Sickness. <3) Any 
Accident. Pays DOUBLE for (4) Auto Accident 
Death. Pays TRIPLE for (5) Travel Accident 
Death. In addition policy provides these benefits: 
<6) Loan Values. (7) Cash Surrender Values. 
(8) Paid Up Whole Life Insurance. (9) Paid Up 
Extended Insurance. (10) Automatic Non-For
feiture Protection.
SEN D  FOR FREE D E T A IL S -N O  OBLIGATION
Amount of Insurance according to your age when 
Policy is issued. Benefits shown above are based 
on age 21: other ages In proportion. Pays FULL 
BENEFITS, regardless of age attained, as stated 
in Policy 1 No automatic age cancellation. Issued 
to Men, Women, Children In good health, ages 
10 to 85 years. ACT AT ONCE! The sooner you 
apply, the more Insurance you may have! Infor
mation Mailed FREE. Don't wait: write TODAY! 
P I O N E E R  L I F E - I N S U R A N C E  C O M P A N Y  
5090 Insurance Exeh. B ldg. • R ock ford . III.

Leant noty—without obligation—how to protect 
and soli your Intention. Secure Free “ Patent 
Guide," containing complete information about 
patent procedure and selling invention*. Writ* 

CLARENCE A . O 'B R IEN  t  H A R V E Y  JACOBSON i 
Realstered Patent Attorney*

Adams Building •  Washington 4. D. C. jS8-L

Develop your personal, creative power! Awaken 
she silent, sleeping forces in your own conscious, 
ness. Become Master o f  your own life. Push 
aside at! obstacles with a new energy you have 
overlooked. The Rosicrucians know how, and 

will help you apply the greatest of all powers in 
man’s control. Create health and abundance foe 
yourself. Write for Free book, “ The Mastery ol 
Life.”  It tells how you may receive these teach* 
mgs for study and use. It means the dawn o f  4 
oew day for you. . . Address: Scribe K .W .A .

<7Ae ROS I C R UC I A NS
SAN JOSE (AM ORC) CALIFORNIA
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Offers Big Money —  Independence
I f you are mechanically inclined—can hold and use tools it will 
pay you to learn electrical appliance repairing. Operate from your 
garage, basement, etc. Work as many hours as you wish— the 
applianoe repairman is his own boss. On many types of repairs it 
is usual Tor a repairman to charge on the basis of $5.00 to $6.00 
an bourl

No Previous Experience Needed
Profusely illustrated our new course shows you in simple, easy to 
understand language plus drawings and photographs, how to make 
each repair on refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, washing machines, 
motors, fans, irons, eta, eta Explains and gives you a working 
knowledge of electricity, welding, nickel plating, etc. Shows you 
how to build the power tools you need and how to solicit and keep 
business coming to you. Not a theory course but an honest to 
goodness practical course written by and used by repairmen the 
country over. Price of course is so low that the savings on your 
own household appliances will pay for it. Act now! Send today for 
FREE literature. Christy Supply Co., 2335 N. Central Ave., Dept. 
D-2104, Chicago 34, Illinois.

< ^ s p C o u * s e s

Complete HOME-STUDY
COURSES end se lf- fautra* 
tion Uxtbooks, »lijrbtly tuod.

Pull d ota Ha A IQO-paio Uloa-
W rite Not son Co.,21 3 9  S. Wabash Av., D ept.2 -0 6 , Chicago 5

PATENT FOR INVENTORS—
detailed information on 

_ _  . ____  how to secure patent pro
tection for your invention will be mailed promptly upon 
request. Victor J. Evans & Co., Merlin M. Evans. Registered 
Patent Attorney, 107-P Merlin Bldg., Washington 6, D. C.

3iNfcW CHEAP OIL BURNER
F O R  H E A T I N G  A N D  C O O K I N G  S T O V E S  F U R N A C E S

NO MORE SH0VEUING COAL
OR ASHES. A  N ew  Puelizer
Starter Vaporizing System turns ]

C Cheap 130 Flash Furnace Oil.Dla- < 
tillate.'Keroaene etc. into Oil Gas 
beat without clogging up. LIFETIME GUAR- 
ANTEE against defects. $S.OO Bonus Offer 

for Testing. We will let you try it in your own stove or 
furnace for one month. Get yours for  introducing. Big 
Profits QUICK. Be first. Send in  your name TODAY. 
NORTHWEST MFQ.C0„ 574-P 5th. Mitchell, So. Dakota

makes False Teeth TIGHT
Makes loose dental plates fit 
snugly and comfortably.
( A STS for M ONTHSI

Sim ply squeeze on  dental plate and put It In your m outh. Hardens and becom es 
part o f  plate. Money-back guarantee. 
ED EC Generous package o f  Dental Plato 
r itC E  Cleanser w ith  each order. Send 
$ 1 .0 0  o r  m ailed parcel post collect.
F it-R ite  Co., 1573 Milwaukee Ave. 

Dept- C-82, Chicago* lit.

waNTrn STOP TO BAC CO ?

#
Banish the craving for tobacco aa 
thousands have w ith  T o b a cco  
Redeemer. W rite for free booklet 
telling o f injurious effect o f tobacco 
and o f  a treatment which has reliev
ed many men. Caution:
Use only as directed.
3 0  Years In B u sin ess 

THE NEWELL COMPANY

FREE
BOOK

153 Clayton, Sta.. S t Louis 5, Ms.

us. H e drives d ow n  w ith  the W id ow  D een s 
and h er pretty  daughter in their b ig  b lack  
P ackard. H e d on ’t even  com e  d ow n  on  the 
field , w h ile  I ’m  getting the ru b e  k id  ready  
to  take h is tries. A ll that tim e, w h en  I n eed  
him  m ost, h e ’s sitting up  in  the rick ety  
grandstand w ith  them  tw o dang ’ w om en, 
ja w in ’ aw ay at that m id d le -a g ed , m a n -cra zy  
dam e lik e  he thinks she’s prettier than L ana 
T urn er.

She sim pers and sm iles, and m akes a face  
lik e  a cat that ju st su rrou nded  a m ouse. M c - 
G inty alw ays w as a fast talker, b e in ’ Irish, 
and I figure that’s the end o f him. I get so 
a ll-fire d  disgusted, I ju st qu it look in ’ at him.

B esides w hich, I ’m  busy. T he k id  takes 
three practise throw s, and he d on ’t get n oth 
in g  past that fo r ty -fiv e  m ark  that’s a bu gaboo  
to him . F irst th ing I k n ow , it’s tim e to start, 
and h e ’s in that c ircle  fo r  his first official toss 
o f  the apple.

I pray, w atching him  get his w eigh t dow n , 
then spring up, h eaving it ou t there. It look s 
n ice  at the start, like it’s go in g  to r id e  out 
there p lenty. I ’ve got m y  fingers crossed  fo r  
abou t fo r ty -e ig h t feet, w h ich  w ou ld  be  
plenty. B ut the dang thing p lops in the grass 
at exactly  fo r ty -fiv e  feet.

It ’s n o  use to  try  to p e p -ta lk  the k id. H e 
w ork s by  opposites, I realize b y  now . T e ll 
h im  to do on e thing, he gets stubborn , and 
does just w hat you  d on ’ t want.

I get a brainstorm , grab  his arm, and poin t 
across to  w h ere  M cG in ty  is sitting betw een  
M a rjory  D eens and her m other. It so h ap 
pens M cG in ty  is tu rn ed  tow ard  the girl, right 
this m om ent.

“ I a in ’t so  sure it ’s the w id ow  M cG in ty ’s 
stuck  on, M acD idd le ,”  I say, sneering.

TH E ru be look s  over  there, gulps on ce  o r  
tw ice, b u t d on ’t say nothing. H is sm all 
m ou th  takes on  a hard  lo o k  though, and 

y o u  n ev er  see a m ore  jea lous lo o k  th row ed  
than he th row s at M cG inty.

“ I a lw ays th ou gh t y o u  w as stuck on  that 
girl, M acD iddle, “ I tell him.

H e shoves an angry hand through  his m op 
o f red  hair. “ W hat if I a m ?”

“ W e ll,"  I say softly , “ if  I w as sw eet on  a 
girl, and another gu y  w as m on opoliz in g  all 
h er attention, I ’d look  fo r  som e w ay  to  get 
h er look in ’ at m e.”

“ Y e a h ? ”  said M acD idd le . “ H o w ?”
“ I f  y o u  w as to  sh ove  that ba ll out arou nd  

fifty  this n ex t tim e, y o u ’d  have this w h ole  
cro w d  starin ’ at you . Y o u ’d  b e  the m an o f 
the h ou r.”
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“ Y e a h ? ”  h e  says. It ’s tim e fo r  his secon d  
toss, and h e  steps in the circle . “ I ’m  w ay  
ahead o f  you , M r. A v ’ry. M eb b e  I  wanta 
b e  the m an o f  the year.”

Saying w h ich , h e  goes d ow n  in  his crouch , 
hefts the ball on  his sh ou lder the w ay  I 
taught him , and pushes on e ou t there w ith  
about as m uch  pep as a m an w h o  ain ’t had 
noth ing to eat fo r  a w eek . H e  m ight as w ell 
o f  stood  in bed, on  that one. It don ’ t even  
reach  forty .

I k n ow  one thing. H e ’s not even  try ing  
now , and I ’m  so sore I cou ld  bust him , if 
it isn ’t that h e ’s bu ilt like a m ountain.

I ’m  afraid even  to look  at him , fo r  fear 
h e ’ ll see w hat I ’m  thinking. I ’v e  run ou t o f 
tricks b y  now , and I figure the jig ’s all up, fo r  
m e and M cG inty . O ne m ore  try , and the k id  
ain ’ t g ot a ch ance  in China o f getting on e 
rea lly  ou t there. W hich  w ill m ean m e and 
M cG in ty  are still flat broke. F latface w ill not 
b e  able to  resist the W id ow  D eens and her 
b lu eb erry  pies.

I stand there, fee lin g  low er than a pan 
h andler ’s incom e tax, w h en  I see a shadow  on 
the grass in fron t o f me. I g lance up, and 
it ’s M cG inty , standing there w ith  the w id ow  
on  on e arm, and M arjory  on  the other.

“ W hatta y o u  want, F la tfa ce?”  I ask.
“ W h y ,”  he says, “ d on ’t lo o k  so glum , 

M onk. M e an ’ C lara here h ave been  talkin ’ 
about getting h itched  fo r  som e tim e. W e 
h ave ju st reach ed  a decision .”

“ L ook , F latface, I ’m  b u sy .”
“ I d o  hate to steal y ou r  fr ien d  from  y o u ,”  

puts in C lara D eens, in a v o ice  w h ich  show s 
ju st h ow  m uch  she d on ’t hate it, “ but a ll ’s 
fair, y o u  k n ow .”

T he ru be  k id  steps close  to m y  ear and 
w hispers, “ T o ld  y o u  she’d  nail h im .”

“ I f  y o u ’d put that p ill ou t there fo r  fifty, 
this n ext trip ,”  I grit at him , “ w e  still m ight 
save h im .”

M cG in ty  is look in g  straight at me, and I 
see his le ft  eye w in k  a little.

“ C lara and m e figured it w ou ld  be  a w k 
w ard  fo r  M a rjory— I m ean, m e m arry in ’ her 
m other, an ’ cornin ’ to live  in the sam e house 
they b oth  shared w ith  M a rjo ry ’s real father. 
M a r jo ry ’s been  w an tin ’ to  go  to  co llege  fo r  
qu ite som e tim e, so w e  decid ed  to send her, 
d idn ’t w e, C la ra ?”

“ T hat’s  right,”  beam s the w idow . “ T o —  
to . . . W hat w as the nam e o f that p lace 
y o u  recom m ended  so  h igh ly , C h arles?”

T his is the first tim e I hear F latface ca lled
[Turn page]
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E X A M I N A T I O N !  
SEND NO MONEY

Learn to draw plans, estimate, bo a live-wire builder, do remodel- ( 
ing, take contracting jobs. These 8 practical, profusely illustrated; 
boota cover subjects that will help you to get more work and 
make more money. Architectural design and drawing, estimating, 
steel square, roof framing, construction, painting and decorating, 
heating, air-conditioning, concrete forms and many other subjects 
are included.
BETTER JOBS -  BETTER PAY u p -t o - d a t e

The postwar building boom is in full swing EDITION 
and trained men are needed. Big opportunities These book 
are always for MEN WHO KNOW HOW. These the most up-to- 
books supply quick, easily understood training dateandcompiet® 
and handy, permanent reference information that uSSSSeSa t̂£es©
helps solve building problems. many subjects.
C ou p on  B rings E ight B ig B ook s  F or  E xam ination
AMERICAN TECHNICAL SOCIETY Vocational Publishers since 189 8  
Dept. G 949 Drexel at S8th Street Chicago 3 7 , III.

You may ship me the Up-to-Date edition o f  your eight b ig  books, 
“ Building. Estimating and Contracting," w ithout any obligation to  
buy, I w ill pay tho delivery charges only, and i f  fu lly  satisfied in 
ten days, I w ill send you S 2 .00 , and after that only 8 3 .0 0  a month, 
until the total price o f  only $ 3 4 .8 0  is paid. I am not obligated in 
any way unless I keep the books.
Name
Address . * .......... ................................ ..............................................................
City ................................................. .................................State.....................................
Please attach a letter stating your age, occupation, em ployer’ s  name 
and address, and name and address o f  at least one business man as a 
reference. Men in service, a lso please g iv e  hom e address.

PICTURE 
StING$l. ^
Exquisite Picture Ring—made from any photo.
SEND NO MONEY! Mail photo with paper strip 
fo r  ring size. Pay postman only $1 plus postage. Hand tinted I

S e t  / t t / o  S o o r f P e y t u / }

AUTO BODYWFENDER WORK
Bio d e m a n d  In Auto Body and Fender work. 
Start training now in your spare tlmeathoma
for good pay work. Practical shop experience 
included. U.E.I. Training covers metalwork, 
welding, painting, etc. Plaeementservice—or 
we will show you how to start your own shop. 

Behind U.E.I.TRAINING isa large 
national organization founded 1927. 

Write today for Free Facts—No obligation
U T I L I T I E S  E N G IN E E R IN G  I N S T I T U T E

1314 BELDEN AVENUE, DEPT. X-7P, CHICAGO 14, ILLINOIS

M AKE S 3 0 - S 4 0  A  W EEK
Practical nurses are needed in erery 
community. . .  doctors rely on them. . .  
patients appreciate their cheerful, es> 
pert care. You can learn practical 
nursing at home In spare time. Course 
endorsed by physicians. 4Tth yr. Bara 
while learning. High School not re

quired. Men, women, 18 to 00. Trial plan. Write newt 
CHICAGO SCHOOL OF NURSING 

Dent. 4211, 100 East Ohio Street, Chicago II, 111. 
Please send free booklet and 16 sample lesson pages. 

Same...
Citr---------- — ......... .Stax*........................Ate ......



DRAW for HONEY!
Be A n A R T IS T !

PREPARE TODAY FOR THE 
FUTURE THAT LIES AHEAD 

Tra ined A rtis ts  A re  Capable o f 
Earning $40, $60. $75 A  WEEK

Use your spare time to prepare for a proflt-
able Art Career 1 Start training at home, now!
I t ’ s  pleasant and interesting to 6tudy Art the 
W. S. A. way. C O M M E R C IA L  A R T , D E S IG N IN G ,  
C A R T O O N IN G — all in one com plete course. No 
previous Art experience necessary—we teach 
you step-by-step by our practical home study 
method well-known since 1914. W rite  today  
fo r in form ation  in F R E E  BO O K , “ ART FOR 
PLEASURE AND PRO FIT"—tells all about our 
course, material furnished, instruction service 
and comm ercial opportunities for you in art. 
S T A T E  A G E .

Course Available Under G .I. Bill 
W ASHINGTON SCHOOL OF A R T
Studio 6 6 12C> 1115* 15th St., N-W., Wash. 5, D ,c.
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SEND HO MONEY!

First time at anywhere near this lew price! Au
thentic replica of romantic western saddle. Hand* 
somely formed from solid Sterling Silver by Nay. 
ajo Indian craftsmen. Massive style for men, 
dainty style for women. A g ift of distinction. A  
pleasure to wear. Sent on approval.

Just d ip  this ad 
and mail with 

your name and address. Pay postman only $4.95 
plus few cents postage on arrival; or send cash 
and we pay postage. Wear this sensational ring 
for 10 days. I f  not delighted, return for fu ll re
fund. Specify for MAN or WOMAN and RING 
SIZE. Use cut-out band to determine size.

Room606.19W FarnamSt. 
Omaha 2, Nebraskam m  cfflisra

C  LEARN  M EAT CUTTING
dR, A  At Home — In Spare Time

Get into the vital moat lnduatry. Conclae. craett- 
oal Home Training based on 26 years proven In
struction method need at National s famous resi
dent school. Prepares you for bigger pay aa Meat 
Cutter, supervisor, market manager or more money 

> In your own store. Go as rapidly as your epare 
time permits. Diploma. Start NOW to turn your 

epare hour* into money. Send for FREE bulletin today. No obligation. 
National School of Moat Cutting. Inc., Dent. TG-21. Toledo 4, Ohio

H u n t i n g
v *  and

^ F i s h i n g

H U N T I N G  a n d  F I S H I N G
Is a monthly magazine cram
med full o f hunting, fiBhing, 
camping, dog and boating 
stories and pictures, invalu
able information about guns, 
fishing tackle, game law 
changes, best places to fish 
and hunt — countless ideas 
that w ill add more run to 
your days afield.

Special Trial Offer 
6end 2 5 c  in stamps or coin 
and we w ill send you Hunting 
& Fish ing fo r  six  months.

HUNTING *  FISHING  
MAGAZINE

2 6 7  •p o rtsm a o ’a B u ild in g  
B oston  Maeeachueotta

by h is real nam e in  years. It stuns m e som e, 
b u t no m ore  than his answer. “ M idw est,”  he 
says. “ It’s a very  fine coed  co llege .”

I hear you n g  R euben  M acD idd le  gasp b e 
side me, and look  at him, startled.

“ H oly  M oses!”  h e ’s gulping. “ N ow  I got to 
m ake good  on this last o n e !”

H is final turn has com e around by  now , 
and he steps into that circle  look ing  grim  as 
a h eavyw eigh t cham pion goin g  in a ring to 
defend  his title. I see right aw ay he m eans 
business, m ore than he ever has up till now , 
and I ’m  still w on derin g  w hat it ’s all about 
w hile  h e ’s getting that big ball adjusted 
against his fingers.

H e finally gets it just the w ay he wants it. 
H e sw ings his left leg  from  one side to the 
other, in front o f  him. T hose b ig  m uscles of 
his right leg ripple like lake w ater in  a stiff 
breeze, and he sure enough m akes a p icture 
o f  a cham p shot putter, if nothing else.

T hen  he starts frog -h op p in g  across the 
circle  on that fle x -k n e e d  right leg. T w o  hops, 
and he com es dow n  on his le ft foot, hard. 
H is w h ole  big fram e catapults up and out, as 
he fo llow s through  on the pitch.

H e staggers around a good  b it against the 
fo u l board. F or a secon d  it look s lik e  h e ’s 
goin g  to lose balance and stum ble across i t  
B u t he sticks his right leg  beh ind  him  like an 
outrigger, and keeps inside the circle.

M y eyes are g lued  to the flight o f that p e l
let. It starts ou t like a B abe R uth hom er, 
low , and plenty o f stem in back  of it. B u t I 
have w atched  plenty o f  the k id ’s tosses start 
that w ay, and fizzle out in the m iddle.

This one keeps going! It rides out nice, 
finally  starts dropping, and then the crow d  
lets out an Indian w h oop  as it d igs a deep cup 
in the grass, fifty -o n e  feet from  that circle!

I am over slapping the k id  on the back, 
w h ile  they m easure it, legal.

“ Y ou  did it, kid! Y ou  did  it !”
“ R eck on  I d id n ’t have no ch oice  bu t to put 

on e  out there,”  he tells me. “ If M a rjory ’s 
go in ’ dow n there to M idw est.”

It com es to m e then. “ That’s w h y you  
w ere  afraid to put one ’w ay out on  y ou r  
second  try? Y ou  rea lly  thought M cG inty was 
after you r girl, instead o f her m other. I told 
you  to shove out a good  one and m ake y o u r 
self the m an o f the hour, and you  said y o u ’d 
rather be the man o f the year. M eanin ’ ? ”  

“ M eanin ’ I d idn ’t hanker to go to co llege  
and leave her back  hom e here. T hat’s right, 
M r. A v ’ry, but d on ’t let her hear you  say it. 
She— uh— she d on ’t k n ow  I ’m  sw eet on  h er.”  
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T h e m ood  I ’m  in, I cou ld  alm ost h u g  the 
goof, m u ch  less spill his secrets. O f course, 
I ’m  still p retty  sick  abou t M cG in ty . H e tags 
a long dow n  to  the telegraph  office, w h ere  I 
m ean to  w ire  B arney  Sim m s abou t m y fifty - 
o n e -fo o t  shot putter.

“ Y o u ’re m ad at m e. M on k ,”  says M cG inty ,
I g iv e  h im  the o ld  silent treatm ent.
“ In the first p lace ,”  says M cG in ty , “ I knew , 

the first day, he w as carry in ’ a torch  fo r  that 
girl. I d idn ’t figure h e ’d w ork  v ery  hard  to 
get h im self sent aw ay from  her, to  co llege . 
A n d  that first m eet p roved  it.”

I still d on ’t lo o k  at him.
“ A s for  m e and C lara,”  he goes on, “ I 

d id n ’t have n o  ch o ice  but to m ake up to  hex1, 
M onk. I had to  w ork  fast, and get in  w ith  hex- 
solid , to  sw ing that deal abou t sending the 
gii-1 d ow n  to  M idw est. A s  it was, I ju st got 
h er  to  say she’d do it in tim e fo r  the k id ’s 
last try. T he k id ’s ju st a lovesick  you n g  pup, 
so h e  cam e through, w an tin ’ to  g o  dow n  there 
righ t w ith  the girl. A in ’t that w h at you  
w anted, M on k ? W h at’re  you  sore a t? ”

“ Y ou , y o u  chum p. A in ’t you  forgettin g  
y o u ’re  engaged  to b e  m a rried ?”

“ W h y ,”  says M cG in ty , “ I ain ’t  as b ig  a 
chum p as you  think. I  to ld  h er I ah-eady got 
a w ife  dow n  in Texas. C lara ’s prom ised  to  
w ait until I can get a d iv o rce .”

“ Y o u  a in ’t m arried ,”  I say, grinn ing slow ly . 
“ Seem s like k ind  o f a raw  deal to p u ll.”

“ On that dam e? L issen, I ’v e  asked som e 
questions around. She w o n ’t w ait long, on ce  
she kn ow s it ’s hopeless. S h e ’ll get herself 
som eb od y  better than m e. T h ere ’s the farm , 
and p lenty o f  dough, from  w hat I hear tell, 
and she ain ’t b a d -lo o k in ’.”

I ’m  chuckling. H e ’s right, I can see.
“ A s for  the g r l,”  he tells m e, “ I don e her 

a favor. She a lw ays w anted  to g o  to college. 
S h e ’ll get started d ow n  there at M idw est 
n ex t fall, w h ile  C lara ’s still w aitin ’ fo r  m y 
‘d iv o rce ’ to com e through, and Clara w ill let 
the g irl stay, on ce  she ’s stai-ted.”

I look  at F latface M cG in ty  and hate m yself 
fo r  n ot having fa ith  in him . W e w alk  into the 
telegraph  office. “ B a rn ey ’ll pay  us g ood  for 
sendin ’ this k id  dow n  t h e r e  to h im ,”  I say. 
“ W hat’ll w e  d o  first w hen  w e ’re back  in  the 
chips again, M cG in ty ?”

“ B u y  a n ew  spare fo r  the heap an ’ get 
ro llin ’,”  says F latface M cG in ty , w ith ou t h esi
tating. “ I seen en ough  rock s  fo r  aw hile, an’—  
an ’— ”

“ Y e s ? ”
“ A n ’ I ain’t forgettin ’ I ’m  en gaged  to b e  

m arried !”
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JIGGY WAS A SOLDIER
(Concluded from page 81) 

in g -room . I’ll g ive  you  a lil’ rubdow n. C ’m on! 
N o hard fee lin ’s! O k ay? Okay!”

T he b ig  fe llo w ’s eyes w ere  steady on 
J iggy  as he lay on his back  and fe lt the 
ease o f J ig g y ’s sm art hands goin g  into his 
m uscles. It w asn ’t a squint that partially  
closed  one eye. In fact, he hadn ’t had it b e 
fo re  the start o f that th ird stanza.

“ Y ou  gotta sw eat,”  J iggy  w as explaining. 
“ Y ou  gotta be able to  sw eat to be  in shape 
A  m an w h o sw eats can ’t lose, you  m ight a l
m ost say .”  H e grinned a little. “ A lw a ys y o u ’ ll 
be in good  healt’, if you  sw eat.”

“ Speaking o f sw eat.”  Spangler said slow ly 
“ Speaking o f sw eat— you  w ere  d ry  as 
cra ck er-m ea l the first tw o falls. B ut in the 
third I cou ld  have sw orn  you  w ere  greased 
like a p ig  at a cou ntry  fair! I cou ldn ’t even 
get a decent grip  and hold  it.”

J iggy  m ight not even have heard, so d is
interested w ere his eyes.

“ N ow , any tim e you  can ’t sweat, M ajor, 
you  ju s ’ ju m p into ou r sw eatbox . Y ou  k n ow ? 
That w hite m etal case you  step into and pull 
the top  closed  ’ round all o f y o u  bu t y ou r  
neck, and turn on  the lights inside?

“ M e, I can get up such a sw eat in that b o x  
I ’m — w ell, like you  say— like a greased pig. 
I m ean, a fella w it ’ m y build, especially . I 
got noth in ’ to grab onto, s e e ? ”

T he hard light o f in telligence daw ned in 
S pangler ’s eyes.

“ Y eah ? H ow  quick , w ou ld  you  say? How  
q u ick ? ”

“  ’B ou t the tim e it w ou ld  take you  to m ake 
a phone call, m aybe,”  J iggy  said, alm ost cas
ually. “ L ik e  that, se e ? ”

Spangler saw— w ith  w ords. W ords th a t 
con cern ed  J iggy, his a lleged  habits, his an
cestry, his fu tu re progen y, if any. A n d  he 
added a few  extra  words.

“ I ’m  goin g  into w restling after I get out.
I need a sm art handler and m anager. A  m an 
w h o can figure out how  to w in even  w hen  
h e ’s losing. G et m e? W hat are you  going 
to  be doing w hen  you  get out, J ig g y ? ”

“ I dunno,”  J iggy  said. “ H ard to tell.”  
“ Y o u ’re a liar,”  Spangler said flatly. 

“ Y o u ’re  goin g  to handle and m anage me. 
U n derstan d?”

J iggy  was a g ood  soldier. H e grinned. 
“ Y es, sir, M a jor,”  he said.

Read America's Most Entertaining Pic
ture Magazine— SEE— 10c at All Stands!

110



THE SIDELINE
(Continued from page 8) 

th e  S o x  fortu n es m u ch  in  the season ju st 
past. T abor, w h ile  a p ow erfu l if  erratic h it
ter, is n otoriou s fo r  his scatter arm  and 
N ew som e, as m en tion ed  b e fore , has figured  
in u tility  in field  ro les  th rou gh ou t m ost o f  his 
lon g  career.

BEEF— W E GET IT HERE 
by Roy Lewis

Dear Cap: Congratulations to Roy C. Rainey for his 
story HOME TOWN BOY in the Spring issue of 
THRILLING SPORTS. Let's have some more of them. 
Congratulations also to Oscar J. Friend for STAND UP 
AND FIGHT.

However. I have two gripes. The first is—let’s have 
fewer of those Baldy Simmons stories. They’re just 
plain crazy! When I buy a sports magazine I want 
stories of real American grit and courage, not some
thing about a goofy Frenchman and his “mind over 
muscle’ ’ hooey.

My second gripe is this—why doesn’t any sports 
magazine ever print any stories about wrestling? 
There are plenty of baseball, football, track and boxing 
yarns, but for goodness' sake, why can't somebody 
write a story about wrestling?

With these two gripes off my chest I feel better. 
THRILLING SPORTS rates tops with me.—536 Pied
mont Street, Orlando, Florida.

A U D E L S  C a r p e n te r s  
a n d  B u ild e r s  G u id e s
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mitre box—How to use the chalk line— How to use 
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arithmetic— Solving mensuration problems—Es
timating strength of timbers— How to set girders 
and sills—How to frame houses and roofs—How to 
estimate costs—How to build houses, barns, gar
ages, bungalows, etc.—How to read and draw 
plans—Drawing up specifications—How to ex
cavate—How to use settings 12. 13 and 17 on the 
eteel square—How to build hoists and scaffolds— 
skylights— How to -build stairs—How to put on 
interior trim—How to hang doors—How to la th -  
lay floors—How to paint
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W ell, R o y , -you certa in ly  p ick ed  on  a T a r 
tar w h en  y o u  assaulted p o o r  B aldy . T h e e x 
ce llen t and  enterprising M r. S im m ons is on e  
o f T S ’ lon gest lived  and best lo v e d  ch a r
acters. P erhaps you  like y o u r  story  fo lk  
b leak , b itter and grim , bu t the bu lk  o f us 
fans lik e  ou r  h igh -ten sion  stu ff salted w ith  an 
occasion a l laugh. In y ou r  behalf, h ow ever, 
w e  are w ritin g  Jack  K o fo e d  and suggesting 
h e  h ave B a ldy  bu y  a toupee. W ill that h e lp —  
w ill it?

A s  fo r  y o u r  w restling  story  b eef, w hat w as 
w ron g  w ith  A T O M -B O M B  B U R N S , b y  
T ra cy  M ason , in ou r S um m er issue? L e t ’s 
h op e  it a llayed  y ou r b io -ch em istry . A ctu a lly , 
co lleg e  w restling  is ex trem ely  du ll to  w atch  
o r  to  w rite  abou t and the p ro  gam e has 
degen erated  in to such  an u nsavory  rack et 
that it takes an excep tion a l story  on  the sport 
to  get b y . D on ’t b lam e us— blam e the p r o 
m oters, m anagers and w restlers w h o perm it 
and practise the antics th ey  do.

LETTER FROM GUAM
by A. S. Skojac

Dear Cap: I am interested in sports very much. 
Out here on Guam, tonight, instead of going to the 
movies, I picked up a copy of THRILLING SPORTS. 
Fall 1944 issue. I am interested in the following sports 
—football, baseball, basketball and ice hockey. I am 
19 years old. My home is in the heart of New York
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Be the life of the Party! 
MAKE MONEY! W IN  
f SUCCESS and FAME!
f BE A POPULAR GAG WRITER— 
' now it’s easyl No experience or spe
cial talent is needed. A1 Garry, the 

_ famed writer for radio stars — Frank 
Sinatra, Abbott and Costello, Phil Baker 
and others—will show you howl

Ten Easy LessonsTeachYou
Garry’s 10-lesson course on RADIO GAG WRITING tells

. .. .  ript writing from gags, and many a 
need to know for gag-writing success! EXTRA: you get 500 
aide-splitting, original gags—start your own gag file and re
work these immediately for money! Don’t delay fame, for
tune. fun —START NOW I Complete, easy-to-learn RADIO 
GAG WRITING COURSE only $8.96. Send fo r  It today I 
SATISFACTION, OR YOUR MONEY BACK
Look this Course over for 7 days. I f you're not 100% satis
fied—if you don’t put your friends in stitches with your new

larkling wit, retun the Course and I’ ll refund ------
;nd $3.95 money order ofi*heck NOW— I 'L L ________
OURSE TO YOU POSTPAID AND GUARANTEED.

A L  G A R R Y .  G a g  m a s te r, D e p t . 6
IN THE HEART OF RADIOLANO 

4 8 W E S T 4 8 T H  STREET, N E W  YORK 1 9 ,  N . Y .

ling wit, retun the Course and I’ ll refund your money. 
$3.95 money order or“Check NOW— I'LL KUSH THE 
JSE TO YOU POSTPAID AND GUARANTEED.

N a tio n a l B akin g S ch oo l an- _  
n ou n ces  their h om e stu dy  course in  commejw ’ 
cia l baking. B aking is now  on e  o f  A m erica ’ s 
h igh  industries in  w ages. N o t  a  seasonable 
business, but year-’round good field for trained and 
experienced men. If you have the desire and apti
tude, send for F R E E  Booklet, “ Opportunities in 
Commercial Baking.”

NATIONAL BAKING SCHOOL 
1318S.Mlchlr*? Ave. : Dept. 1809 : ChloagoS,IIL
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Specifications TODAY. Both Calibre Benjamin H-C Pellets are 
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BENJAMIN AIR RIFLE CO., 876 MARION ST., ST. LOUIS 4, MO.

/ !
§  This new 128-page book, "Stammering,

M Its Cause and Correction,”  describes the
■  B og u e Unit Method for  scientific
■  correction o f stammering and

t l  stuttering —  successful for 45
W years. Freh— tto obligation.

Benjamin N. Bogus, Dept. 4273, Circle ■
_______ Tower, Indianapolis 4, I n d , ______________ _ _ _ _ _

A M A Z I N G  HAIR D I S C O V E R Y
TO PREVENT BALDNESS AND HELP GROW HAIR

Men-Women now at home, can easily and Inexpensively 
stop falling hairl Dandruff. Itchy scalp vanishes like 
magic! Dull, drab hair becomes silky, lustrous-well

?
 roomed and help grow new hair on bald areas. For 
ree information write today.

S IL K L IK E  S C IE N T IFIC  P R O C ES S  CO.
1 0 0 7  B ergen lln e  A ve . Dept. K - l  U n ion  C ity , N . J»

E r  5" x 7" STUDIO
C  E N L A R G E M E N T

Wilh each order o f 50 prints (from your neg
atives), up to Size 116, of 2c each. Larger 
prints 3c. Smaller lot*— 2>/jc, 3 ’/jC . All on 
s p e c ia l v e lo x  p ap er. M irroton e fin ish . 
DECKLED EDGES. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
W e develop and print up to 16 pictures on 
same roll— 25c. WE PAY RETURN POSTAGE. 
B R I D G E P O R T  F I L M  S T U D I O S  
Dept. TH-1, Box 2061, Bridgeport, Conn.

City, on Twenty-first Street, Manhattan. Before I got 
into the service. I used to go to the Boys’ Club on 
Tenth Street and Avenue A .—344 East Twenty-first 
Street, New York, New York.

T he B oys ’ C lub  is still there and should  
certa in ly  b e  p rou d  to w elcom e you  on you r 
return. A s fo r  y ou r  favorite  sports, w e ’ll 
keep  stories on  them  com in g  a long in alm ost 
every  issue.

OUR SPRING BATTING AVERAGE 
by Bill Gardner

Dear Cap: Your magazine is one of the best on the . 
market and the Spring issue was no exception. Here
is the way I figured your batting average—

1. MIND OVER MUSCLE....................................... 350
Kofoed leads the league!

2. THROWN OUT BY McKIRNEY........................ 320
REDHEADED PLAY-MAKERS............................320

3. STAND UP AND FIGHT.................................... 300
HOME TOWN BOY.............................................300

4. GOLD TO GO......................................................280
5. TIMBER TROUBLE...............................................250

League Average ........................................... 301
Pretty good in any man’s league. Hope the next 

Issue’s as good.—5506 Kenwood Avenue, Chicago, III.
W ell, thanks a lot. B ill. W e ’ll do  ou r  best 

to stay up there in the charm ed circle. A n d  
thanks to all the rest o f you  w h o sent in le t
ters to the Cap. If he d idn ’t get them , h e ’d 
be  in a v ery  sorry  pickle. So keep  them  
com in g  and say w hat you  think or  fee l and 
d on ’t be afraid to sound o ff if you  think 
sounding off is in order. K in d ly  address all 
letters and postcards to T h e E ditor, T h rill
ing Sports, 10 East 40th Street. N ew  Y o rk  16, 
N. Y .

OUR NEXT ISSUE
Now let’s look over next issue’s all-star roster 

of sports stories for your entertainment. Leading 
the fiction parade for next time is A MODEL 
FOR THE CHAMP, a prize-ring novelet by Tom 
Tucker which tackles the fistic game from a 
new angle.

It’s the story of Hook Thompson, who spends 
his spare time building models of ships, planes 
and whatnot—and seems more interested in that 
hobby than he is in attaining fistic championship. 
Manager Pee Wee thinks Hook is swell material 
—but he has troubles with this model-building 
pugilist, as you’ll find out in this splendid yarn. 
You’ll be in there cheering for Hook all the way 
through—and laughing at his manager’s antics!

An old-timer wants one more try at a sixty- 
minute game—and how he comes through is the 
theme of the splendid football novelet. TOUCH
DOWNS DON’T COUNT, by John Wilson in the 
next issue. You’ll enjoy this talc—and then, next 
on the list, there’s a complete Flatface MeGinty 
novelet—HEAVE THAT HOTCAKE. by Richard 
Brister.

Of course, that isn’t all. There will be plenty 
of other stories of every sport, plus THRILLS IN 
SPORTS by Jack Kofoed. The next issue is well 
worth waiting for.

And while waiting, see our companion maga
zines—THRILLING FOOTBALL. EXCITING 
FOOTBALL. POPULAR FOOTBALL, POP
ULAR SPORTS MAGAZINE and EXCITING 
SPORTS. They're all winners!

—CAP FANNING.
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BIG M ONEY and YOUR OWN BUSINESS

FREE INFORMATION ON THREE BIG 
NEW MONEY-MAKING OPPORTUNITIES

Regardless o f  your age, sex, previous experience, and whether you are an ex-serviceman or 
not, we will send you astonishing free facts about the unlimited possibilities— in your own 
business— with amazing LIQUID M ARBLE and our other marvelous new products. T o 
secure this information, absolutely free, fill in coupon below or send a letter or postcard. 
N o salesman will call on you now or ever. Write T O D A Y! Offer limited.

LIQUID MARBLE. Make beautiful artificial Marble Slabs. Hour 
from liquid state. Glazed or unglazed. This marblolnay be 
mottled, veined, multi-colored or left in original snow-white 
state. The color is actually a part of the marble! Does not 
fade or wear away. LIQUID MARBLE is unsurpassed on 
kitchen or bathroom wails. Easy'to make and install.
PLASTIC FLOORING. May be made in any color i lifetime o f wear. *'•——nation of colors. Gives a lifetime Of wear. Dugtprooh Sound
proof. Verminproof. Resilient to "the tread. Lay out solid from 
wall to wall or in pattern design o f various shaped blocks.
FLEXIBLE MOLDS. For tasting. Make
molds for few cents each. ^ 1 .00  in raw materials w ill make 
up to $25.00 worth o f finished goods. Wo furnish i buyers.

E B C C 1  C Y T O  A I  K  tfa  twite os promptly we will 
r l V C C *  C A  I l \ M f  include free information about'our 
other big money-making businesses. These include Compo-Tile 
Hoofing and Caen Stone, Plastic Wood, Artificial Marble and 
Granite, Stone and Metal Solder, Plastio Tile Cement, Papier 
Mache, and many others.

FREE INFORMATION COUPON!
I

your own w ill make 
names o fbuyers.

Greatest Opportunities NOW !
T  With reconversion going ahead full speed, NOW Is tho----- ------------- — wg# vre----

facts TODAY!

e offer you our with other equally 
Get the —

COMPO-TEX, Box 786-TG, St. Louis, Mo.

COMPO-TEX, Box 786-TG, St. Louis, Mo.
Pleaso send me free details o f  you* BIG THREE 
Proposition!! including LIQUID -MARBLE. A\Sb ipclUae 'fnfornw'. 
tlon about the additional new business possibilities given diTeStly above.

City .........................................................................  State.................

Exciting True Picture-Stories in REAL LIFE COMICS—Only 10c at All Stands!

i i/o
The replaceable filter in Frank MEDICO Pipes

Cuts dow n nicotine, whirlcools sm oke. 
Reduces tongue-bite, collects flakes 
and slugs, absorbs juices.
Cleaner, cooler smoke enters y o u r m o u th . 

R eplace filter  when discolored.

- A m erica n  L eg ion
M agazine Survey No. 2  

"The Man W ho Was GI Joe”

$  M . F R A N K  &  C O .. In c ,  New- Y o r k  22, N . Y ,

Only these genuine 
filters give you 

genuine Medico-Filtered 
Smoking. Packed onlytn 
Oils red-and-Mask box.



The eagle on the quarter says,

Im one bird that 
doesn't have a 

squawk!"

N o wonder the eagle is up in the clouds! 
The value of a quarter is sky high when 
it comes to buying good books. For only 
25c you can obtain the best fiction, 
including top-flight mysteries and west
erns, in POPULAR ’ LIBRARY edi
tions— books of proven merit!

P O P U L A R
L I B R A R Y

BOOKS OF 
PROVEN MERIT 

6 AT ALL 
STANDS

A  Few Forthcoming Titles
DUEL IN THE SUN................ by Niven Busch
LUM M OX................................. by Fannie Hurst
THE RED LAW .................. by Jackson Gregory
DIVIDEND ON DEATH..... by Brett Halliday
A  VARIETY OF WEAPONS....by Rufus King 
THE CASE IS CLOSED..by Patricia Wentworth



" L ove  and 
lusts and greeds, 
voodoo, pistols 
at d a w n — St. 
L o u is  G lo b e -  
Democrat.

__ ________ _______ I ■  l
To N ew  M em bers of “ A m e rica 's  Biggest Barga in  B

THIS TREMENDOUS 534-PAGE BEST-

f & u t t i f t f  P c tM O * *  • *  

W/CK£D OLD
650,000d^eaayS m ,.

% e  FOXES ̂ H A R R O W

T  t OT-BLOODED  romance and explosive ad- 
venture on the old Mississippi! The amaz

ing story o f Stephen Fox, a reckless red-head 
who fought his way from the gutter to power 
and riches . . . and into the hearts o f three 
tempestuously beautiful wom en!

This fabulous tale of wicked old New 
Orleans— of river-boat card sharps and duels at 
dawn —  is among leading best-sellers. Selling 
everywhere at $3-00 a copy! But YO U  can 
have a freshly-printed copy FREE— as a New 
Membership Gift from “ America’s Biggest 
Bargain Book Club” !

"This, M ’sieur, is 
I was made fo r !”  she 

murmured.

D EVIL-MAY-CARE STEPHEN FO X landed in New Orleans 
with a ten-dollar gold-piece, a pearl stick-pin —  and a 

swaggering audacity. But he gambled his way to wealth —  
worf the blue-blooded Odalie —  then her sister, Aurore —  and 
finally, the passionate Desiree. A best-seller at $3.00 in the 
publisher’ s edition. But now you can read it FREE!

You Also Get FREE Bonus Books 
It costs you nothing to join “ America’s Biggest Bar

gain Book Club.”  And every month (or less often, if 
you wish) you may receive the current Selection —  a 
best-seller by an author like Ben Ames Williams, John 
Steinbeck, Somerset Maugham, or Ernest Hemingway—  
a book selling for $2.50 and up in the publisher’s edi
tion. But you can get it for only $1.49!

In addition, for every two selections you accept you 
get, FREE, a BONUS BOOK— a masterpiece by Shake
speare, Dumas, Balzac, etc. These Bonus Books are 
uniformly bound; they grow into a handsome lifetime 
library.

You Do NOT Have to Take Every  
M onth ly Selection

You do N O T  have to accept each monthly Selection; 
only six of your own choice during the year to fulfill 
your membership requirement. A.id each month the 
Club’s “ Review”  describes a number of other popular 
best-sellers; so that, if you prefer one o f these to the 
regular Selection you may choose it instead. There are 
no membership dues; no further cost or obligation.

By mailing the coupon without money, you will re
ceive at once your free copy of The Foxes of Harrow.
You will ALSO receive, as your first selection, your 
choice o f  any one of these 3 best-sellers:
BEFORE THE SU N  G O ES D O W N — Amazing Best-Seller 
that won $145,000 in cash prizes!
THE STRANG E W O M A N — Ben Ames Williams’ as
tounding story o f a “ Maine Cleopatra.”
THE BLACK ROSE— Magnificent romantic thriller of 
love and adventure— 2 MILLION COPIES SOLD!

Send coupon without money. Read The Foxes of Harrow for 
five days. If you are not then convinced that this IS “ Ameri
ca’ s Biggest Bargain Book Club,”  return the book, pay nothing. 
But if you do feel that subscribing to the Book League is the 
wisest mOve you can make, keep this book as a g ift; your sub
scription will begin with selection you choose in coupon. Mail 
coupon— without money— N O W ! BOOK LEAGUE OF AMER
ICA, Dept. TG12, Garden City, N . Y .

Mail this Coupon to
BO O K  LEAGUE OF A M E R IC A
Dept. TG12, G arden  City, N. Y.

Please send m e — FREE—T h e  Foxes o f  H arrow . Within 5 davs I  may 
return it i f  I w ish, w ithout cost or obligation. Otherwise, I w ill keep 
tt as a g ift, and continue to receive forthcom ing new m onthly selec
tions—at on ly  $ 1 .4 9 , plus few  cents postage. A lso send me, as my 
first selection, the book I  have checked below .

□  Before the Sun Goes Dow n □  S tran ge  W o m an  
□  The B lack Rose

For every tw o m onthly selections I accept, I  w ill receive, free, a 
BON’ "S BOOK. However, I do NOT have to accept each m onth’ s new 
selection, only* six  o f my own choice during the vear to fulfill my 
membership requirement. Each month I w ill receive the Club’ s “ Re- 
\- ew”  describing a number o f  other popular best-sellers: so that i f  I 
prefer one o f  these to the regular Selection, I  may choose it instead. 
There are no mem bership dues for me to pay; no further cost or obligation.

MR.
MRS.
MISS (Please print plainly)

ZONE No. 
, .( if  a n y ). .

I f  under 21
O ccupation.......................................................................age please. .
S l ig h t ly  h ig h e r  in Canada. A d d re ss 105  Bond St., T o ron to  2, Canada



HOSPITAL 
BILLS PAID

AMAZING NEW
O LD  S E A L po

PROVIDES THIS PROTECTION 
FOR JUST

CASH B E N E F I T S  BIG
ENOUGH To Be WORTHWHILE1

SICKNESS BENEFITS!
Policy pays for loss o f time due 
to sickness, a regular monthly 
in com e fo r  as long as 3 
months, up to . . . i ................

ACCIDENT BENEFITS!
Policy pays for accident dis
ability at rate up to $100 per 
m onth, fo r  as lon g  as 24 
months, or ..............................

ACCUMULATED CASH!
Policy pays for accidental loss 
of life, limb or sight up to 
$4,000, accumulated to .........

*  *
r  *IUU.UIIft

N
DE US SICKNESS, ACCIDENT  

and MATERNITY

fflSP m ffM W P IM
Policy pays "hospitaliiation benefits”  . i t . ^
for sickness, accident or maternity, in-
eluding hospital room at rate of $5.00 ^  __ __
per day, operating room, anaesthesia, , n  | | 1  ||
drugs, dressings, laboratory, X-ray, oxy- «  I  I
gen tent and other services, even ambu- T  ||  I  ! 
lance service. Total hospital benefit;, as 1 1  _  'M 11 J f  jf | 
specified to over.............  ....................... I l l l  U .  U  U

Th* SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE CO.
773-F ^  O M A H A  2. N E B R A S K A

C A S H  for Almost Every Emergency!
Now, added millions can afford all-around insurance protection. Here 
is a combination SICKNESS, ACCIDENT &  HOSPITALIZATION 
policy for just a dollar a month that pays in strict accordance with its 
provisions for ANY' and ALL accidents, ALL the common sicknesses, 
even non-confining illness and minor injuries. It pays disability 
benefits from the very first day. NO waiting period! NO this is not the 
usual "limited" policy. It’s an extra-liberal policy that provides quick 
cash to replace lost income, pay doctor and hospital bills, for medicines 
and other pressing demands for cash that invariably come when 
sickness or accident strikes.

POLICY ISSUED By Mail AT BIG SAVINGS!
N O  M E D IC A L  EX A M IN A T IO N !

Ages 15 to 69. Actual policy sent by mail for 10 Davs 
Free Examination. NO cost! NO obligation! NO 
salesman will call! See this policy and judge for your
self. It’s the protection you need and should have at 
a price you can afford. Just mail coupon below! But 
do it today. Tomorrow might be too late!

10 .O A Y  I N C H O N  COUPON

The SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE CO.
773-F Service Life B ldg., O m aha 2, Nebraska 

SEND w ithout cost or ob ligation  your extra- 
liberal "G o ld  Seal”  Sl-A -M O N TH  Policy for  10 
Days’ Free Inspection .

NAME

ADDRESS............................................ AGE

C IT Y ............................................. STATE . .

BENEFICIARY.


